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October 14th, 1845. 



Whilst these pages were passing through the press, the arrival of 
the Experimental Squadron, at Devonport, from their secon4 
trial cruise, has brought fresh evidence of the txittiapbailt 
wa^eaaonty of Sir W. Symonds's principles of oonstnictiony 
where that superiori^ waa noBt denied, tis.: in Ime-of- 
hatde ahtpa. The Queen and Albion, which veaaela have been 
most particnlaily decried by the diqoe, have proved to be 
superior to all the rest 



The following is an official letter from the Hear- Admiral com- 
maitding the Squadron, addressed to the Secretaxj o£ the Adsiiraltjr, 
and sabseqiientlj forwarded to the Snrvejor of the Navy* 

*< Admiralty, Oot 13, 1845. 

" TO TpF, SURVEYOR OP THE NAVT. 

"Sir — Herewith you "will receive a copy of a letter from Rear-Adiuiral Sir 
Samuel Pym, dated the 10th inst., reporting the return of the Experimental 
Squadron of Line^-BftttLe Ships to Plymouthi and the result of their ttiaL 

<« By canmnaiid of fihtir Lordships, 

i< CoERY* 

** * St. Finomtf in Flymooth Sound, Oct. 10, 1845. 

lum Chfl bononrto ftnrard to you, for Qui inftvmalioii of my Lovfls Oxd* 

miaaioners of the Admiralty, the diagrams of the trials of sailing of Iler Majesty's 
Souadron under my command, and other documents mentioned in the enclosed 
scnedule. In addition to which a good trial was commenced on tiie Itt inst., by 
the Queen, Canoputf Albion^ and Vanmtard^ in chase of the Daring^ under aa 
plain sail, and part topmast and topn'nnant <!tnfl(1in<'-<?fiil<?, hut the fo^, which came 
ou tiircc hours after, prevented angles being taktu to ascertain the exact result. 
The Queerit however, gained on her. 

** ' YoTi "^vill he pleased to acquaint their lordships that vre liave had some 
splendid trials with as heavy a press of sail as could well be carried. One begin- 
ning with close-reefed topsails and reefed courses, topgallant^masts struck ; the 
next under trehle-reefed topnaiUfi and another iiiiiderdoalil«4MfedtO|Maib J and all 
these against a heavy head sea. 

In the latter, on ths 7th but, tiia day alter Ihebesriatt gale, the itpd^ beat 
tiie whole fleet. 

^' * Nothing could be more easy in all the trials than the Queen and AlbioHt who 
nerer appeared to itndn anything; indeed, aU the ■qoadnm prored themaalTea 
Huch fine Shipi aa to boino^taUe of being di atr esaed by press of sail, except the 

St. Vincent. 

** * Being perfectly eatisfied with the result of the trials, that the Qiteen h the 
best ship, the Album and Rodney next, Canopiu and Vanguard much alike, 
Trafalgar weatherly but slow: .SV. ryvcen^ leewardly and crank; and, as the 
weaiher appealed to set in line, and not deeming that any turther trial would 
benefit the Service, I therefore bore vqp on the 9th mstant for this anchorage^ whieh 
Jceached with the squadron under my command, tVj^ day, at 7. 15 p.m. 

' 1 beg to remark, for their lordships' information, tnat all the Captains de- 
serve the greafteit credit for the seaman-like manner in vrhleh the^y made aai!, 
bhnnng in the way it did» on the above-moitioned occasions. 

«*Ihave,&c., 

«< ' S. Pym, ReaiwAdmiral. 

»*'To the Right Hon. T. L. Corry, M.P.' " 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Is presenting the following slicets to the Public, I am fully aware 
of the arduous nature of the task which I have undertaken and of 
the deep importance of the subject on which I troat to the well- 
beiiigaadifcontyoltbe Britiah Bmpive. I on alio aware that 
when vnal^bac my iMSta nor my arguraenti can be auecessfoUy 
Impigned, my mottvea frill be most likely asaafled and miscepve^ 
aeniod* aa if IVatfa Qoiild be no lon^ar Trutb» becaiwe of the object 
eftheparty uttering it» whether that object were praiseworthy Or 
otherwise. It is for this reason that I think it necessary to preface 
the official docuiiieuts to which I purpose to give a wider circuiu- 
tioiij with some preliminary observations. 

Itia a aingnbir fkct, but it is nererlhden a het, that Bnglaad, 
the first mariHme power in the world, has been, until eompava- 
tively a recent period, behind every eivifited nation in the eeti- 

struction of her ships. The best in the service were those which 
had been captured from other nations, or those which were built 
upon their lines, and so strong is the prejudice in favour of existin^^ 
systems, so much jealously is there of suggested improvements, 
however feasible, that during the French war^ had naval victories 
depended altogether upon naval architecture, England could not 
bare pconted with just national pride to the Tietoiies of the Nile, 
IVaUgar, and the hundred other contests in whicli the skill of our 
seamen was as conspicuous as the architecture of our sMpa was 
comparatively facdty. In fbet, we were always snceessfol atae» 
not because we had good ships, but in spite of having inferior ones. 
Content with its successes, the countTy was litdc disposed to 
believe that it built wursc shijis tli;in tlio^^e nations it was always 
defeating on the seas ; and how long the ancient system 
might have continued it is impossible to surmise, had not Sir W. 
Symonds tamed his attention to the subject, and found pa^ns 
sufficiently powerfid and wealthy to gire him opportunities of 
testiog his principles of naval architecture^ which were then viewed 
by government as theoriea that might be true» but which they 
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were not disposed to experiment upon at the expense' oi the 
pablic. That he did obtain such patrons has- been a fortunate 
eircumstance for the country, and perhaps^ Had he not been re- 
warded by the appointment which he now so ably fills, the calum- 
nies of interested individuals would never have disturbed his re- 
pose, though the British Navy mi^ht reap the adrants^- of his 
I)rinciples of building ships of war confessedly superior to any 
hitherto constructed; and I would hare been spared the necessity 
of exposing a combination to destroy the professional character of 
a man who stands in the way of interested motives of those 
who are parties to it. For a series- of years those parties have 
been casting aspersions upon the performaiMies of the veaaels of 
Sir W. Symonds's oonstnuition, and as that gsllaal offices never 
eondescended to reply to the c^umnies, palpable enough to those 
who understood the orgiuating motive, they passed cnrrent witb 
all who mistook earnest and acute design for wdl-meaning paitiiot- 
ism, and who had no meaiis of reading self) self, self, in the anony- 
mous slwiderer in the columns of a newspaper. He declined to 
comhat with those who preferred, to honourable and open opposi- 
tion, that cover for all that is mean and base in principle^ according 
to the understood rules of society, however applicable in a military 
campaign. " An dolus aui mrtut ^[uu in Imte requirat.*' Thty 
were left to pursue their course unobatiuctedi. until uniefuted c»> 
lumnies began to wear the semUance of tratii> and in apite of 
official documents which broadly gave the lie to the aapenonj^ the 
subject was at length mooted in the House of Commons. The 
importance that the truth should be more widely disseminated than 
it could possibly be in the siiape ofuffie ial documents, now became 
apparent, and though he lias declined himself to interfere, it may 
be permitted to others, who are anxious that calumnies should not 
go unrefttted, but above all, tliat an excellent system should not 
be cried down, to take up the cudgels in his flavor^ — lience the 
present publication. 

If triab of Sir W. Symonds's ships are made, they are recklessly 
fidsified — ^inferior vessels, beaten upon all points by tiiose of his 
constructionj are sud to have proved themadves superior — sug* 
gestions of internal fittings made by captains who have sailed In 
those buiU by bim, have been grasped at and published as lanlCs» 
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wUHb tlw' irnqteHfiod pnlie of die aame oflierirt has hmk. 
yreMrfjUidilatleaijtftitbecoiim nMMMry that tiie flitndonb if 
use As riMidenirsy should be expoeed* 

I do not mean to assert that Sir William Symonds' mode of con- 
struction is ihe perfection of ship boikiing^ or that possibly it may 
not be susceptible of some impiovement— Bat hitherto^ tbough 
Tttrious attempts have been made for that pmpoae by yay dever 
people, none has1)een effected* When bia Pantaloon had confitmed 
ihe reputation Which his Cohunblne had established, Mr. White, of 
Cowes, a man of great celebrity in ship building, imagined that he 
could improve upon the Pantaloon, and build the Water Witch, 
adopting the same breadth and lenc^th. Nobody can affirm that he 
really did improve on the Paiitiiloon, for whenever they met, the 
latter when in trim had always the advantage of going to windward. 

In the coarse of last year four more competitors started tqi^ as 

architects of tJie new twelve-gun brigs — ^of all these, the Daring 
alone occasionally beat the Flying Fisli. but as her priin pic was 
one which on account of its great draught of water cann ot be o^en- 
erally adopted, no one can say that the Daring is an improvement. 

It is an important fiust that tiie oonstractors of the new brigs 

adopted, in a great measure, Sir William Symonds' principles of 
breadth and hue botttom. It is curious to contrast the breadth of 
these rivals, with that of the vessels which competed with the Sur- 
veyor's brigs in the year 1826, and to remark how much they have 
borrowed fipom him in tins particular. 

It has alwa3rs been the wish of Sir W. Symonds to avail himself 
of every possible improvement in the construction of his ships, and" 
this very anxiety on his lias been made use of as a weapon t^j 
attack him. If upon trial of a vessel, he found that any alteration 
could advanti^eously be introduced^ and adopted it accordingly, 
instead of being rewarded for the sacrifice of a self love, which every 
one feels for his first offspring, he only exposed himself to attack 
lbrh»fliig sAMmdoMd what lua eakmmiatovB tarm tiie '^iatditive 
ffrtem,* meaidng tiMfeby, if they have any meaning at all, to cast 
npaa piaotiesl knowledge, arrived at in aetoal aenriee, as 
eompafod lAh afheory, whidi whedier true or false, they have not 
hitherto brought to bear with any benefit to the country. 
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It wasfhe pomittad to me here to obtorve tiiat Itoe impiove- 
iiieBtiyiv^lidifiKrW. Symimdg ooouloiiaDy daemed it ad^ 
adopt, haye never l»eeii a departufe horn hie original plan, wUrii 
haa been by experience proved to be so vast an improvement on the 
former mode of building. He was fully impressed from practical 
experience an a seaman, that a broader midship section would 
essentially improve and give greater stability to ships of war, ren- 
dering ballast leas necestaiy. There would be also^ if this conjeo* 
ture should prove correct, and he had seen small yeaaels built oi( 
diis model proving by theur aaiH^g qaalilaeSf that so fax tiie fheoqr^ 
was oonfinned by praolioBy tfaa additional and indeed almost inap- 
pcedabL^ advantage of inoreased speed, a speed which even heavier 
ordnance and additional stotea will not destroy. 

In btdkBng a vessel of war upon a new construction^ it must 
happen almost <rf neoessity^ that although everytidqg expected 
of hc9r may be aeoompUshed, yet there may be defects^ oon^aia* 

tively unimportant, attached to the new plan, without at aU de- 
tracting from its e!:eneral merits, which nothing but experience can 
rectify. In the ships Sir W, Symonds lias built, wherever he discov- 
ered an imperfection he immediately sought the remedy, and the 
result has been unmitigated censure from those who were in- 
terested that he should faiL He was instantly esposed to a most 
annoying system of persecution ; every attempt at improvement waa 
treated as an admission, on his part> that his whole s^^stem was 
fallamous. 

He had for years to endure all this ; he aimed at, and accom- 
plished, a great improvement. He has been taunted and perse- 
cuted because he has not attained perfection; and this by parties, 
who had a direct personal interest in persuading the puUic of that 
which they do not believe themselves, that the ships built by him, 
are not superior in all the more essentisl qualities to any wtMk 
have been hitherto constructed for the Boyal Navy q{ England* 

It is to be regretted that the repeated triaLi of hia vessels an4 
llie teatimony of their eommanders> hav« not sileActd l^eur 
tiactora, and rendered any oKpoeition unneceasaiy i yenKateyeasft 
however, has passed away, andnumerooetrlitoof hia fenieh ham 
been, and are continually being made, whach have Igmii «ivifalfo*< 
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cdly fi»soidUi^ aiidth« nportoof the Qonnviidm 1^ 

befimd eqwifailion tatifbctory. Is hui f|«tam of sndateetaie 

TmdicBted ? No such thin^ ! Is it trmmphant ? On the ofmtrary, it 

is now for the first time endangered^ and its danger appears to be 
in exact projiortion to its comparative excellence. The results of 
t^e trials are invariabiy iaim^iody and even the contests^ where his 
YmteU iMve bs^ten every vessel with which they have oompeted^ 
are instanced m pradv that they m bad and iae^leiexit. 

But this is not enough, the parties to whom X have alluded, fceU 
ing that the reports of the naval officers who commanded in these 
trials would be damnatory to their calumnies, have not hesitated to 
libel high-minded and honorable gentlemen^ bearing Her Majesty's 
Conmusaion^ and to assert with reddess assoiance, that their re- 
ports to the Admiralty, offieial reports, in tiie execntion of ^ir 
professional duties, were all falsided^ or colored by partiality ; as if 
a number of British officers, could, every one of them, be influenced 
by any motives, to so far forget what was due to tliemselves, as 
oflicers and gentlemen, as to forward any statement to the Admi- 
ralty which they did not fully and oonseientiotisly beliere to be 
perfecdy correct; or that the Lords of the Admiralty could be 
long hood-winked by a proceeding so utterly unworthy of mai of 
honor and gentlemen. There can be no doubt that portiea who 
could make such charges against the officers of the navy, would not 
hesitate to make the gross misrepresentations^ of which they have 
been guilty^ against the vessels of the navy* 

The two things are quite consistent, an object is to be gained, and 
per fas aut nejusj they are resolved, if possible, to succeed. Perhaps 
however the discovery, that they cannot indulge with impunity in 
fabrication, that such fabrication may eventually recoil on them- 
selves, may induce these parties, still consulting their own interests^ 
to have more respect for &ctB than tiiey Iwre hitherto exhibited in 
their GommunicatioDs to that portion of the public press which they 
have been enabled to tnm to their purposes. 

Fnmi the incroased phufie of flcCatioii giveii to yessekof his con 
stmtiott. Sir W. Synumds antidpated, sad the resolt has Intty. 
proiedflM justice of the anticipation, that the following advantages 

would be obtained — speedy stability, strength, greater space and ac> 
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oommodation for the crew, the power of carrying a heavier arma- 
mmt, as well as other advantages^ and all this without adding to 
the expense of construotion; on^the contrary, with a positiTe eooao- 
my« If only one of tiiese objeots were gained wiliioat detriment 
to tiie essential qualities of a nian'K)f-wary he should have felt no 
smaQ gratificBtion, but Imowii^ as has been admitted by aonie of 
the most experienced officers in the servioe, iihat all of tibem have 
in a great measure been achieved, it is desirable to put an end to 
aspersions, which can have no other effect, if successful in their ob- 
ject, than that of benefitting those who issue them at the expense of 
.the Naval service of the country. In order that notliin^:; i^uld 
rest in this matter merely upon assertion, I have procured the opin- 
ions of a vast number of officers aa to the qualities of the ships 
built by himself^ as well as ol;her% £rom whioh it will be no longer 
difficult to form a conect opinion as to ihe ▼alne of tbe inqprove- 
mentsy which at his sii^ggestion^ have been efieoted in die naval 
architecture of the country. 

As r^rds speed, upwards of fifty vessels of various classes of 
fan construction, have been already commissioned, and in every 

iiistaiice they have invariably beaten all others of the same class 
with which they have been placed in competition, and in some 
instances to such an extent as to excite the astonisiiirient of those 
who witnessed their performances. Many of these vessels have 
been employed on the coast of Africa, and were conqiieuoii^ in 
capturing some of the fastest slavers infiesting that quarter. This 
is an almost certain test of great rapidity of sailings for it is well 
known Hiat these slaving vessds are built expressly for speed» and 
in <2ie light breeses, which generally prevail off the western coast 
of Africa, will escape from the generality of the cruixevs employed 
in the suppression of their nefarious traffic. 

It is well known that the French have, from a remote period, made 
the science of naval architecture a study, and however mortifying 
it might have been to our national vanity, it ?iiust be admitted, 
as has been already remarked, that they understood how to form 
ships oi war far better than tbe English^ who prided themselves 
tm being the first maritime country in the world. Up to a very 
noent period, tbe ships taken fiom France during the want, or 
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those coMtnietod on lli«ir liiies were the heft our service, 
la iuBt^ m wm foteed to Ipke Fims^ Te«s«]a m Qiqdds of 
those of our own oonatmctuigyibo little imderptood were the princi- 
ples wliioh ought to ggvsm tihe science. This zeproaGh is now . 
however wished maif^we sue no .longer the copyists of (he 
Freneh^we now as far exceed them m the construction, as we 
always exceeded them in the management of their yessels. 
Take the fallowing aa ejswnplea .of thi^ a^s^rtipii : — 

Writing from the Chinese seas, the oaf^WA of H.M.S. Iris makes 
a rilBiiJiiittnli Ao^xn.iBhid^ tb«ir foUamiQg.piMi|Pie is extracted : — 

** I describe a trial of sailing with the French squadron I found at 
Singapore, consisting of the Sirene 52, Sabine 32, and Victoriense 28. 
At a large dinner party at the Commodores, at vr hich I was present, the 
decidedly expvMsedoplKioBWfla, ifaatLa Coarte Corvette (bis) might 
have a chance vi^ thfi SahbB and Victoriease, but nothing could aail 
with the Sirene." 

' m 

As the whole of the letter will he found In extmso in the follow- 
ing pages, it is sufficient here to state, that a trial tbok plaee» and ait 
starting, the Sirene was three mSes distant and two points on the 
weather bow of the Iris, this was at 10 a.». and at 3 p.m. the latter 

vessel had beaten the Corvette huU down, and the Sirene, which 
the French olBcers thought not to be equalled in speed, was one 
point abaft the Iris's lee beam; nothing could more satisfactorily 
prove the great superiority of the Iris. 

In like manner it will be seen by the following pages, that tiie 
Harlequin sailed, in about an hour^ twice round a French ten-gtm 
brig. The Rover beat a French Corvette, by eig^ days, in naming 
from Bio to Valpaiaslob The Aeom ssHed round and xoutid » 
• F^ch twenty-gun brig. The Cleopatm was cfaaUenged to a trial 
of sailing by a French brig of war, and in a beat of thtce miles the • 
French vessel was beaten tone mde cuid a half, to the great dis- 
appoiiitiaent of the Freiiph Admiral who was con6dent of success; 
and the Ranger beat the French brig of war, 1/ Alcyone, reported to 
beone oi, the fastest of their vessels. — biir F. Collier s letter gives 
MiollivrAostance in the Vernon's decided superiori^ over a French 
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These sorely may be considered soffioieiit pioofii (ibstthe Fnndi 
AO longer hold their superiority in hoilding ships of ynr, and it may 
perhaps be inferred that as all of Ae foregoing vcsseb have been 
oonstructed by SirW. Symonds, his system cannot haire proved to be 

so entire a failure as some people wonid ha;ve the pabHc to imagine. 
It would lie ditiicult to liiid a similar list of vessels, built by other 
naval architects, indiich could thus beat some of the fastest vessels in 
the French navy, perhaps the only vessels which could pretend to 
such a competition would be those built after French models ; and 
yet in the face of such facts all credit is denied him for making the 
smallest ittiprovemeiits» and the Government is attacked for allowing 
▼essela to be laid down upon principles of oonstmction decidedly 
superior to any hitherto known or acted i^on in Qieat Briftun, 

Before entering forther in details however^ it may be as wdQ» 
for tlie benefit of those who may have hitherto devoted no atten- 
tion to the subject, to give a short sketch of Uie rise and progress 
of the improvements affected by Sir W. Symonds. It was impos- 
sible for me to obtain the requisite infonnatioa to enable me t(i do 
this without some assistance. I liave not the honour of being: 
personally known to that gallant officer, but through the medium 
of a mutual friend I was placed in possession of much that is con- 
tainedin the following p^ges ; though for the great mass of the infor-^ 
matlon and correspondence I am indebted to official documents 
and to the voluntary communications of commanders, who have 
sailed in ships of his constmetbn, and who shared with myself in 
tilie indignation exdted by a oontinnous eflfort to impress Ae pub- 
lie mind with (be belief that the very best ships in the Royal Navy — 
there built by that gallant officer — were unfitted for active service. 

Has indignation has not been a littfe inflamed, nor the necessity 

for the present publication lessened, by the speeches in Parlia- 
ment of certain gallant officers, depreciating the merits of the 
system of Sir W. Symonds, althoue^h those very officers had for- 
merly wnttcn m almost unquaMed praise of his ships, after having 
commanded them under various and oftentimes trying circum- 
stances. I do not wish to bear hardly upon them. I seek not to 
atiiibnte motives^I give tli«r ]etfeen--«ad if the aentimenti 
iherem esprasaed am strangely at varisnoe wiA tlieir pariiamesfa 
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etFusioiis, the fault is not mine ; iRt Iho pu])Hc judge what value 
should be set on one or on the other^ or whether value should be 
attBcfaed to either. 

Sir W. Symondf 80on after he first turned his attention to the 
acmmoe of navul arehitectnre, bringing to the task his practical 
knowledge as a aesman^ was much strode by fhe great stabOity of 
the Gibrdtar, as compared with that of any other vessel in tiie 
Royal Nary. He became, after some oonstderation, convinced 
ihat a ship lia\ iii^ licr means of stabilityj but having also a line 
bottom, would beat all the ships m the service on every point con- 
sidered valuable in vessels of war. Some years elapsed, however, 
before he had an opportunity of testing the correctness of this idea, 
until he resided in Malta, when he was enabled^ from a munificent 
bequest in the Will of the late Adnnial^ the Honourable William 
Comwallis, to test the principles he contemplated in the construe* 
tion of a*Yaefat called the ^ Nancy Dawson,^ in which he visited most 
of the interesting places in the Mediterranean. H er sailing qualities 
and capahilities as a sea-boat attracted the notice of Lord Vernon, 
and he soon became convinced of the soundness and solidity 
of that system of construction. The exertions of the noble 
Lord, to bring the Board of Admiralty, of that day into his 
viewsy was most strenuous. He felt it would be a benefit 
conferred upon the Empire if he suooeeded, and with a spirit 
of disinterested patriotism, he at length offered to purchase 
the Columbine, then about to be laid down, if built upon the plan 
of Sir W. Symonds, sliould she, after a fair and sufficient trial, not 
prove to be successful. 

Lord Vernon was ultimately enabled to cany his point; and Sir 
W. Symonds built the Columbine* at Portsmouth Dock-yard, 
notwithstanding the factious opj)osition of the Dock-yard authori- 
ties and their creatures; and then commenced the illiberal cabal 
and persecuting intrigues of the School of Naval Architecture ; 
every difficulty being thrown in his way | and here let me for one 
moment call attention to the performances of this beautiful vessel : 
Commander Hendenon, in his report to the Adnuralty of the sail- 

* His Lordship also took bis own Yacht, the Transit, to pieee^ and conrurted 
her into a reduced Cohimbinei calling her Harlequin. 

b 
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ing qu.MitcR of tlie i'olunihiiu', makes a statement from which I may 
here extract the following passages. — The report wiii be found in 
extenso in the subsequent pages of this yolame. 

"On weigliing from the Downs on the 2nd of September, 1834, at 
5h. I5m, AM, H.M.S. Thalia was seven miles directly to windward, and 
under sail before Cohnnbine ; that both vessels worked throuf^ the 

Channel the whole day under double-reefed topsails, setting and tJilvin": 
in top-gallant sails occasionally ; and at 7h. 30m. p.m. we anchored under 
Dungeness, three miles to windward of Thalia, having beat her 1 0 miles 
out of 25. On the fiiHowing day, under ainiiUur sail the vessels weiffbed 
together about a mile distant, working through the Channel as be&re; 
'J'hailia was lost sight of from tlic mast-liead in 11 hours ; rtnd evfr s'mrc 
that period Columbine has had the advantage over every ship of war she 
has yet sailed witb» of firom a mile, to a mile and a half an hour to the 
wind, except on one occasion only, boatinq; between the Islands of Cerigo 
and Seroi with unsteady winds, when Childers, for three Iiours followincj 
crossed on opposite tacts about the same distance, or ratiier less to wind- 
ward than she was at starting, vi/. three cables' length ; but this was & 
singnlar exception only, as the very first opportunity after of sailing with 
her in open sea room, off Malta, on the 7th August 1835, under the 
observation nT t}ip cnmmander-in-( f, slirlieat Endymion, Sapphire, and 
Childers. at the rate of a mile an d n tmU :in hour to the wind ; and al- 
though Childers is the fastest vesiiel, excepting Vernon, she has sailed 
with, the advantage over her may be estimated at a mile an honr to the 
wind, and sparing top-gsllant, and top-mast studding sails off the wind. 

" On the first trial with Scout and Childers by the orders of the 
Commander-in-Chief, on the 5tb Koverober, 18d4, our superiority over 
Scout was from a mile and a half to two miles, and over Childers a mile 

to the wind in moderate winds ; and in strong winds, after Scout parted 
company, wc spared Childers top-rrallant sails, and weathered on her 
nearly half a mile an hour without them. 

" On the 7dl March, 1834, running with the wind abaft the b«im in 
a consi(!ernble sea, under treble reefed topsail<?, dnnblt -reefed boom main- 
sail and Ibru topmast staysail, lowering maintop sail occasionally to keep 
on the Admiral's beam, from 8h. f.ic. to 4h. a.m. of the 8th, spared Cale- 
donia, Edinburgh, Revenge and Canopus, courses and jib, Thunderer 
and Fortlnd hauling up and setting square mainsail, as necessary to keep 
station ; and on the 9th, in workinij round the Island of St. George with 
Vernon and Portland, whilst making rlie last tack to weather the island, 
the fore-yard gave way in the slings, which compelled us to pass to lee- 
ward of it again. At 45 minutes past noon Vernon spoke utabreastof the 
Island, standing for Salaamis, carrying all sail; Portland was then hviU 
down a head, steering for Salaamis, also, and, notwithstanding the wnnr of 
our foresail, we came up and anchored at the same time with Portland, 
and only 15 minutes after Vernon,* each vessel esrrying all possible sail. 

"At 6 A.M. 27th January, 1836, a French brig-of-war was dis- 
covered six or seven miles a head. At 7h. both vessels were under top- 

• The Venum was also baih by Sir W. Symnnds. 
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mast and top- gallant studding sails. At 8h. Columbine was abreast of 
her. At 9b. both vessels came to iho wind with li^bt wind. At lOh. 
they were under royals and all sail; French brig lialfa mile on tlte lee 
quarter. At 5h. i' m. her royals were only to be seen from tlie deck on 
the same bearing, having left her hmnediately in the wind'a eye 10 or 12 
miles, w itlMWt ever going nwfe thaa 3^ knots duiiog die day; she was a 
bng of 20 guns, and appeared a powei^ vesse. 

** On oar passage to England we came op with, to the southward of 

Ushant, and passed, as if at niiclior, the Scur|)ion and Eclipse packets, 
the first havin'' sailed from Malta ei<ilit days before us, and ahhour^h two 
days were lost at Gibraltar and Tangier, we arrived at Plymouth two 
tiays before them. 

" I have also to state, that she is eittremelyeasy in every description 

of sea ; that she carries her sail with uncommon stability, being able to 
bear her lee ports open under double-reeled topsails and courses, going 
nine knots close hauled ; steers and works well, and, on a recent occasion 
ran twenty minutes under all sail before the wind, goinff 1 1 knots, without 
veering the tenth part of a point, with the till* r untouched by the helms- 
man ; and I woidd humbly, but safely, assert, tliat she is, of the many 
vessels I have been in, the easiest in a head sea, and the most correct in 
Steerage, (insomuch tbather redconing lias scarcely been out a mile since 
I have commanded her,) and that she accommodates her crew with great 
conifort, stows foreign stores and provisions for four months WcU; <&aw- 
ing about IS feet 11 inches forward, and 15 aft.'' 

One successful effort is rarely sufficient to convince the sceptical 
of the justice of a new theory. When Fulton succeeded in carry- 
ing his friends in the first eKperimental steam vessel to the place 
appointed for their holiday recreation^ they were all willing enough 
to believe thattheywere&ere^biit few indeed would believe in the 
possibility of retnmiiig by the same mode of conveyanoe. Thus 
Sir W« Symonds had esteUished the validity of his theory by the 
perfimnanoBB of the Colmnbine, bat there the matter might have 
rested had it not been for the euterprizini^ spirit of His Grace 
Liic Dukd of PoiLlaiiil, who, on his iirst inLicjduction, requested 
reduced Lines on whieh to build a Yacht for his uwii use ; 
His Grace also caused several smaU vessels to be built at 
his own expense^ to give Sir William an opportumty of trying 
practical experiments. The result of those expeiiments was 
the model of tiie Pantaloon, which vessel was purchased by 
the Govenmient, after her performances had been reported 
wonderfully soooessftd. More recently^ this same pabbc spuited 
nbbleman has offered to risk large snms of money on the suoeess* 
fui issue of Sir WiUiam's principles of naval construction. If 
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fuTfiher pioof oS the ezceUent qualities of die Fantaloon were te- 
quisite than the feet that she was purchased by GoTemmeDty after 

satisfactory trials, such proof may be found in the report firom 
Lieutenant S. Dacrcs to the Admiralty. That officer states 
that his 

^'Renaarki are founded from two yean experienee, during which * 
period we were chiefly employt* d in conveying the mail to and from 
Lisbon, and had good opportunities of trying her in all weathers, particu- 
larly in the gales of February. 1 S'.i'.i, when her amazing weatherly quali- 
ties, under low sail and dryness lying-to, were most astonishing. She 
scuds admirally well, having cone home from Lisbon in Jane, 
1884, in as heavy a gale as the oldest seaman on board bad ever wit- 
nessed ; I IjcHove the passage to be the shortest ever known. Whilst on 
that service I have had trials with many packets, none of which had any 
chance with the Pantaloon ; wc likewise beat the Briton, Niourod, and 
Orestes on the Lisbon station. 

" I have only to add that her accommodations on the lower deck for 
her men arc ca|)ital, and that our sick list was uncomnioaly small, taking 
into considerauon the constant exposure to wet weather.*' 

The lemaining obstacles to the adoption of Sir W. Symonds*s 
system were such as usually beset the promoters of every improye- 
ment . They were finally overcome by the generous and persever- 
ing exertions of the Dnke of Portland, Lord Vernon, and the 

confidence of Sir James Graham, Sir T. Hardy, and the Aen 
existing Board tif Admiralty, who gave to Sir William the ap- 
pointment winch he now tills with such advantage to the country 
— thai of Surveyor of the Navy. 

Who, let me ask, is Sir William Symonds ; this much decried and 
calumniated Surveyor of the Navy ? Is he, as his opponents would 
willingly enduce the public to believe, a man of no mark or likeli- 
hood $ or is he on the contrary, one who, by a long series of brilli- 
ant serrices to his country, had fidrly earned the favourable notioe 
of the Government, independently ol his being absofaitdy die man 
of all others best qualified for his present high office? It is to be 
qnesdoned whether the detractors of f^is gallant officer can eoditbit 
escutcheons emblazoned witii similar achievements* 

Sir Wm. Symonds, if I am correctly informed, is tibe son of 

Ca|)t. Thomas Symonds^ R.N. and was born ut Taunton, Somerset- 
shire, in the year 1782, At the early age of U years he had the 
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miafortiuie to lose hit parent. The navel spirit was, howeveri 
hemditaryy and m 179^ when 12 jwn (ihe young WUliam 
8 jmonds entered the aemce at Tbibay^ as a nudahipman on hoard 
the London,*' and Ibr 22 yean was incessantly and actively em- 
ployed m almost every deseriptlon of craft, and in moat parts of the 
world, and thus gained thai knowledge and experience which have 
proved the foundation of his great constructive irn|)riivenient8. 
Whilst in tlie London, he shared in Lord BrulporlV^ action off 
Ju'Orieiit^ when 3 sail of the line, Alexandre, Tigre and Formidable 
were captured} was also present when the Gloire and Gentille^ 
French firigstes, and the Jean Bart (Corvette) were taken hy Sir 
John Ckilpoy'a sijoadron; and was afterwards employed in the 
blockade of Ridime^ at Cadis. The London also bore a eons^co- 
ons part in the tnmsaeiaima attendhig Ae nranity at Spithead* 

In i797» Mx, fiymonds was disohasgsd into the Cerheros 
fngkte of 32 guns, which, oommanded hy Capt John0rew ca]^ 
tured 2 large corvettes and several privateers, and after the melan- 
choly death of her gallant Captain, uudt. r the command ot Captain 
Macnamora, engaged 3 large Spaiiisli frigates and 2 corvettes, 
off Cape Or legal, disabling the men-of-war and burning the Ijirgest 
ship in their convoy. He subsequently aenred in tlie C;imbrian, 
40, one of the Channel and Western squadron, under Sir Edward 
FeUewy and waa also engi^ped in anpplyiiig the Chonana, in Uuibe- 
xon Bay, with arms and moneyi and in captoring several armed 
yessels firom the enemy* 

In 1900, he passed for a Lieatenant, and was sent to tiie Endy- 
mionj which convoyed a fleet of Indiamen firom St. Helena to the 
Downs, Mr. Symonds taking charge of a ship worth £300,000, and 

carrying her safely to the rivcr. lie \\ as subsequently appointed 
as Lieutenant to the Belleisle, 74, and tlie Royal Sovereign, 100 ; 
both shi])s were attached to the blockading squadron off Toulon, 
under ttie command of the in^nry^it-ftl Kelson, and both bore a dis- 
tinguished part in the crowning victory of Trafalgar, but Lieut. 
Symonds having in the interim been appointed lat lieutenant of 
the Ineonitanty 3^ had the mortification of not being a personal 
sharer in that battle. Aa lat Iient» of the Scorpion^ 18 gans, 
C^/L Philip Carterety he was most aotiyely employed in the West 
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Indies following and blockading Jerome Bnonaparte's aqnadron, 
destroying forts and vesads in the Spaiush main^ and on fbe Ply- 
moutb station captoiing suooesstTelj a considerable number of the 
most celebrated and mischievous French priyateers in tboae seas of 

whom the Scorpion was the complete scourge. He then took the 
comnKLiui of the Yiolcl lugger, stationed at the Channel islands for 
the pnrpuse of carryins^ dispatches between them and England and 
the squadron off Cherbourg J next as 1st. Lieut, of the Brilliant, 
28, he went to Rio Janeiro, under Sir Sidney Smith and Admiral 
de CouTcy> and subsequently was appointed to the San Domingo 
wbich was employed in the blockade of Fhisfaing, under Admiral 
Sir Bichaid Strachan. 

In 1811) lie was appointed 1st Ideut. of the Pique^ Hon. Capt, 
Anthony Maitbnd^ in whldi he continued to the close of the war 
in 1816j actively employed in the Channel^ at Lisbon^ and in the 
West IncBes; and which ship, daring that period, captured, recap- 
tured, and detained no less than 24 vessels of the enemies property, 
llius tr'umphautly closed the warlike scr%'ice8 of Sir W. Symonds 
afloat^ the variety and nature of which speak for themselves. D uring 
the whole of this period of 22 years he had paid the utmost at- 
tention to the constructionjadTantages and defects of aU the vessels 
with which he served, or which came under his notice, and it was 
from the piacticai observations which he then made that he drew 
the inference that the then existing system of construction was ra- 
dically &ulty, and that the remedy was to be found in the adoption 
of those principles whidi he has since introduced into the British 
Navy with so much credit to himself and with so much advantage 
to the country. 

Peace, though it consif^ned the sword of Sir WUliam Symorids 
to its sheath, did not impair the energy of his mind, or the activity 
of his services in behalf of his country, in another, though not. 
widely different, and certainly not less useful, sphere of action. 
It was now that he sought to prove practically to the Admiralty 
and to the public, the tnifb of the theory which long-continued 
observation had confirmed. In 1819, he was appointed MsglsCrste 
for the Maltese Ports, Captain of the Fdrt of Valetta, and Intend- 
ant ui Maiinc Police^ where he remained till 1825 ; whilst therer 
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he forwarded to tlie Addiiralty a plan for shippino; Cleopatra's 
Needle, and for saving the remains of the Atlienienne, lost on the 
Esquerques. But what is of far more importance to the present 
purpone, it was hefe he built his famous yacht, Nancy Dawson, 
whose speed and capabilities smprised and astonished every one 
who saw her peifbrmanoes. Here, too, he broni^t the pirates, 
Dehmo and his csrew, to trial, six 6t whom were hanged in the case 
of the William and Helen* In 1835, he was appointed to the 
Boyal George, H. M. yacht, and commanded the Calliope tender, 
superintending the oyster fishery at Jersey. In this year he com- 
menced building his celebrated Columbine sloop of war, to which 
he was (having been previously raised to tlie rank of commander) 
appointed in 1826, when he witnessed her triumphant superi- 
ority over every other ship in the experimental squadron. In 
1827? he was posted ; and in 1830, built for bis Grace the Duke of 
Portland, the Pantaloon, which was victorious in the squadron 
of Sir Edward Codrington; and also xeoezved the thanks of the 
Adminlty for a ^Kreatise on the Hydrography, or Navigation of 
die Adriatio* 

It now became evident to the authorities that it was for the 
interest of the nation to secure the services of Sir William 
Symonds in the construction of our vessels of war, more especially 
as the complete inefficiency of the naval architects of the old 
school had now been made palpable. He was accordingly, in 1831, 
ordered to Woolwich, to construct various ships; and in 18S2, 
as the just reward of his abilities, was appointed Sun^eyor of the 
Navy. In this capacity he has since continued his career of 
of usefulness ; and, though envyi malice, and detraction have con- 
stantly assailed him on the part of those who resented the ap> 
pointment of a naval officer as an intrusion on their self^oonstituted 
monopoly, the splendid list of ships which he has constructed will 
long prove to the world that a more judicious or satisfactory 
appointment was never made* To these monuments of his skill 
it is needless here to refer, but it would be unjust wholly to omit 
nolicuig his great personsl exertions whilst holding this office, 
not only at the expense of his own trouble, but of his own purse 
also, to obtain the most accurate information on the state of 
foreign navies and timber, as well as of our own i and, indeed, to 
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provide for that superiority, in every minute detail, of the con- 
stractxon of our men-of-war, which it was his great object to give 
to them as a whole. With this view^ he has sueoessivdy visited 
the Baltic, St» Petersbufgfa, Stockholm, Copenhagen^ Bre&t> the 
Russian and Torkish establishments in the Bosphonis and Black 
Sea, Genoa, and tiie timber distrtets m the Appenines, whenee 
he lias introdiiced t^e acorns into onr own royal forests, and into 
the woods of many English noblemen and gentlemen. Ho l as 
also reported to the Admiralty on the state and capabilities of the 
Forest of Dean and the New Forest, suggesting many valuable 
improvements in these great home nurseries of our navy. Ue has 
been besides recently employed as one of the Commissioners 
to discover the most eligible situations between Portsmovitii and 
tiie Thames Ibr haibom of xefogei in which capadtj he has re- 
ported in fimmr of Dongeness. 

For npwaids of fifty yean^ tbefefore, the life of Sir Wilfiam 
Syoumds has been one of incessant employment in bdialf of the 
publio. In 1887> he received the thanks of the Admiralty for the 
improvements which he had introdneed into the Navy, and for 

the valuable qualities of the ships of his construction. Since 
then, successive improvements have justified the increased con- 
fidence which has on many occasions be en testified by successive 
administrations j which, however differing from their predecessors 
in political opinions, have, much to their credit, all agreed that 
merit shonhl be the sole criterion for such an employment. Un* 
dismayed by the aocaaatmna of his enemies he has replied to them 
only by producing vessel afker vessel of the most faultless modds ; 
fheir misrepresentations he has left to time to lefote — ^time;, which 
never fidls to bring justice in its train ; and now, when their own «. 
mean, selfish, and ungenerous motives have been made apparent 
to the world, the crowning triunipli of his genius is displayed in 
the magnificient assembkiL^c of the men-of-war of his construction, 
the naval gems of that unequalled experimental squadron lately 
riding at Spithead, and which proceeded to sea in the presence 
of the Sovereign of the first maritime nation of the world* 

With judgment matured, and energy unrelaxed by age, long 
may Sir WiUiam Symonds live to enjoy his trimnph ; and iriiat 
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to BttMi men is far more satisfactory, long may he continue his 
career of usefulness, cheered by the proud consciousness thnt lie is 
not undeservinfT either of the approbation of the res)>oiisil)lri minis- 
ters of his Sovereign, or of the generous and warm hearted praise 
so Javishly bestowed by his bretiiren of that profession to which 
he has devoted his life — ^tbe profession wh^se pwt gloiy 'he has 
aided to achieve wilJi his twoid} and whose fiitare renowD he haii 
peihape« still more oontiibuted to secure^ by bringing to a per- 
Ifictioa hitherto unknown^ those mighty fikbrioa which in erery 
oiimei and on every sea^ are destined to nphold and perpetnate the 
lesl power and jnst domiabn of tfaas gieal country* 

Having thus briefly described the career of Sir William Symon ds, 

it may not be altogether foreign from the purpose of this publica- 
tion, to enquire into the origin and motives of the extraordinary and 
pertmacious hostility with wliich he has, for so many years, been 
assailed. The first and most prominent cause has doubtless been 
his eminent success. There have been few men of genius who 
have burst tlie conventional trammels of their art, who have not 
been persecuted in a similar manner. It is not necessary to refer 
to Qalileo^ to Harvey^ or to other great discoyerers, to illustrate 
this truth. But beyond and behind Ihis, there are mean and per- 
sonally selfish motives which have barbed^ with the accumulated 
▼enom of years of disappointed malice, the arrows which have been 
of late so freely launched against the Surveyor of the Navy, 

Tliere will be doubtless many amongst our professional readers 
who remember the attention, ^vluch at the commencement of tlie 
present century, was bestowed upon the art of Naval Architecture, 
and the regret with which the avowal was almost nationally made, 
that the models of our ships were inferior to those of foreign, and 
especiaUy of French construction. Commissioners of naval revi- 
mm were appointed $ and without going into lengthly details, it 
may be aiiflicieDt for present purposes to state that a School of 
Naval Ardiitecbixe was establiahed; the object of which was, to 
instruct our superior shipwriglits in the scientific part of their pro- 
fession; at the same time that our Dock-yards gave Ihem the 
<j]>portunity of coiuLiiung that science \\\{h daily practice. This 

school was liberally endowed at the pubht^ expense. The youngest 

o 
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students receired incomes far exceeding those of old naval olHcers; 
nnd dockyard ;i})pointmeiits, equal in value, though under a hum- 
bler titLe to those of a junior flag officer were freely bestowed upon 
the senior students. A highly iheoreticaUif acienttfic man was 
pkcedat iheheadofthe^cluiol^aiuiforyMriiiidyean tins system 
was followed tcp; imtfii not only the offioen of the navy, who bad 
long known the fltd^ hat at len|^ Hie public at ]ai;ge dedaied that 
though some alterations and peiiiaps some petty impravwnentt 
had heen eifeeted by mem of 'this sdiool, yet the great object for 
which it was established was as far off as ever. Twenty-tv^o years 
had effected no strikingly visible improvement in our naval con- 
struction ; and the decisive voire- of patient experience pronounced 
the School of Naval Architecture to be a failure, and the ea^pendi- 
ture of public money upon it to have been worse than useless. 
This school had, as a eorporation, followed the dnll beaten path of 
prescriplaon, and tfae'move dating spiiits amongst them who would 
have departed from that path were oorbcd willi the tight hand of 
aathorityj and made to foal how dangerous it was for the pupil to 
appear to be wiser than Ms inatraetors* It was in Ym that naval 
officers who had the command of the vessels thus year after year 
turned out of uur dock-yards, cuiiiplained of their manifold defici- 
encies ; their complaints were resented as an attack upon the 
supremacy of that amphibious dock-yard authority of which the 
School of Naval Architecture was the incarnation ; a School which^ 
in the fond expectation of most of those who belonged to it, was to 
found a ^as^ doomed for oantiines to wield a deapotie aosptra 
over the eonstnietion of our anned marine* 

Taught by their practical education that the then system of ship 
building was perfect, the members of the school devoted their ma* 
thematicBl and algebnticai learning to working out problems, which 
shoiddy on paper at least, hide tiieir mistakes beneatti th.e dignified 
mantle of science. If they were told by the united voice of a whole 
ship's crew l^t a vessel sailed badly, pitched Keavll and was defi- 
cient in weathcrly qualities, the foots were immediately answered 
by a number ui liiutlieniatical lines, duly niarkcJ a, b, c, Sec. Sec, 
and by a few algebraical calculation8,in which the changes on plus and 
minus were rung, till the faculties of the majority of readers were 
confounded^ to prove that it was utterly impossible that a ship built 
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on such lines could be unwcatiierly, could pitch heavily, or ami bajly. 
Tlius, tiot only wilfully shutting their eyes to, but boldly denying 
the facts, the accumulation of which oeverUieless made a forcible 
impression upon the profession uid die public, it is not to be 
wondered ttt that they rejeofeed with scorn and indignatKmtbe various 
soggestioiM made Ikom time to time by the imveloffioeni who sailed 
Aeae veeaeb, end whoee eape rieu ee and piectkel knowle^so enti- 
ded them to the ulmoit ettenliaB. Bui* no l to eidmit a nmX offi- 
cer within the preelnece ol die DodTerd was, widitbem little abort of 
blasphemy. Their monopoly was in danger, and once submit to 
this there would have been nu saying where the iniiovatioti would 
end. Thus tliey brought forward rlieir own tiieoneii to oppose faeU ; 
and when suggestions were made, tliuse suggestions were sneered at 
as theoreticaL It was in vain to tdUl diem that he who governed 
and directed the whole fabiie was really the practical man. Their 
narrow minde and mte w il adiy limited moo oould not embrace 
diis tmthj and beewue the oiptnactf a maaK>l-war might not bo 
able to handle die took of a afa^'a fiarpenter* diey sa^^aebualy 
dedded thathia opimonay on die '^velidea and cmatraedon of a 
rfiip, were wholly worthleas. The bricklayers dedared themselves 
your only architects j autl uufurtunately tor inure than twenty 
years the shreds of science of which they had become possessed 
enabled tlieiii to clothe their fallacies in a vestment, which, to tlie 
uninitated eye, gave them that respectable ^peaianoe, which — ^Uke 
hfpocri^ to virtue — is the greateat hoenege that ^daebood can pay 
tetmdi. The Engliah are howwiereaaentiatty a piactieal fteojle} 
and it |did not lequire any aigoment to convince them diet the 
alleged science which hmriably idled to acoompHah ita avowed 
objects conld in trudi be no actenoe at alL At this time« as if atill 
more to overwhelm them, bnrat upon them die splendid veaeete 
built by the Surveyor, previously to his appointment to that office. 
Tliat the principles of construction developed in these vessels 
should have taken the public by storm is n<jt surj)ri,sing. Their 
superior merit it was impossible to deny ; and when Sir James 
Graham appointed Sir W. Symonds, Surveyor of the Navy, the 
voice of the profession and the public at laige gave full sanction 
to^hia choice* £ndeavouring^ however, to mix up party feeting 
whh the quesdonj the clique of the School of Naval Architecture 
were indiscreet enough to attack the appointment, and to bring 
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their complaint before l^rliament, which tlrew on tlieir heads the 
merited rebuke they received from Sir James Greiluiin in liis two- 
fold statement, that not one of the parties, so complaining, was 
fitted for the office of Sm^eyor of th© Navy ; and in his own me- • 
movable wordsy ^^Jtmmimted and firmly persuaded that CaptiK 
Symonda is mora oompetent to ill ihA offioa than any a4ber gen- 
lieman 1 etnild poanbly aeleeL^ . Tht reaidt ol tbe dobato^ whicb 
they thiMr provoked^ iras Ihe nUamate abolition of the School 
of Naval ArchHectm aa luolaaa alid inexpedients bat all the 
members of that Behool were great generosity liberally pro- 
vided for by employment in tlic public service, under that very 
Surveyor whom they have ever since labored grossly to calumniate. 
It must be observed, however, in speaking of the meniljers of thiei 
School as the party opposed to Sir W. Symonds, I speak not of 
them aa a body; for on the ooafiary^ aa I ahali presently shoiW» 
theva ave many honorable exceptioiiB$ but I speak «l tbe oU%«e^ 
whosiiy t ehoae, I eould uufividuaUy naiac^ who asame to tim* 
adivea toxep^^nt that Sofaool^ and whohare, thioogb vadoua pub- 
fejationa^ impvaaied thk mia^ipeientatum on the pultUc miiMlt 
though In- veaKty they only oonaist of a small knot of intepestad and 
disa]) pointed men. Stung by the open rebuke they thus receive^ 
in ])arliament, these parties next resorted to the press to detail their 
alleged greivances, and to misrepresent and detract from every 
effort of the Surveyor to improve the condition of our marine. As 
a matter of principle, they contended that no naval officer should 
ever be appointad to such a situation; eomplained as a hardship 
that ifaflv own sapeiMur meiits should be overlookedi usasfted tb«4 
1^ Snireyor'a prineiplea o£ eonstniction were noiiigh^ a&4 imsoiip 
atstently eaoiigh in die same breath aaaerted that Aey were pre- 
Tioariy Mare ol the aamie priuciples, forgetting that they ^na 
condemned themselvea in not having hitherto reduced thos^ prin- 
ciples to practice. 

It is needless now to expose the futility of the alignments thus 
made nse of ; few wbo took an interest in die snbjeet, ean f6r|^ 
the unanswerable manner in which Hieir assertions were answered, 

and their pretensions ridiculed 9t the time by Capt. Marryatt. 
That a Captain in the Navy iis competent to fulfil the duties of 
Surveyor do ou§ will now deny ; and tbe principles introduce by 
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% W, Sympiiidii Im^ not oaljt been estabUtfiid bjr bw. qm^ nfmH^^ 
but bwre t^atofllly^ hmn^t^ gre^ lMt«iit i^i^^ by 4» ia«SD|JieTB qI 
thft very oliqoe when an oj^poitnnity h«s been afforded tikkem $ their 

vessels having e.\actiy more or less merit as they approached 
nearer to, or departed from, the surveyor's Imes. To the members 
of this clique, indeed, every chance of disproving tlieir inferiority 
has given} not only during the supremacy pf their schoolf but 
8m<^ its abolltiopt Askd mh^X \^ been tbe result ? Let wfij tpn- 
pccjodkood penm eomnll tbe fim^^ of tb§ ^wling oi the 4iiaam$ 
YobigiBt Ofe«te% Qgnus^ P6etr% lamdg Fly^ Rose, and com. 
pare l^em wilib the oQloial reltarns of the Bmveyor's ships, and 
then say whether there can be the slightest doubt as to the great 
superiority of the latter over those I have named^ and of which th^ 
paternity belongs to this self -praised school. 

In reference to stability alone (which the clique, in their peM|* 
cations, ]ia\ e perhaps not unjustly declared to be the most essen- 
tial feature of construction) — compare the inclination of the Volage 
under close reefed top-sails and courses, 18 tp ^0 d9grefs« with the 
7 to 0 degrees of the Carysfort under the same sail ; or indeed 
lake any easentiai point and il; wiU equally be foi^nd 1^ every 
one f>f the Surveyor's ships has beaten all the yAilpa of the School 
of Navi^ Arehit8pl3are« be the point what it may* Am) coming to 
more recent times when the united efforts of Messrs. Chatfield^ 
Reid Creuze were devoted to the coustructiun of the Espieglej 
(in laying tlowii ^vhose lines by the by, they adopted the most 
atril^ing of the improvements of Sir W. Symonds, and abandoned 
^9 greatest part of their own heresy) ; it ^i(a attU foi;nd that the 
Flyinp Fifth 4^ Snnreyor, beat her; and co^Mqiiently;» thatthe^ 
eonatr^^tiye principles which he had laid down were iinpr^gnahle. 
I hfife poioite4 ont die prigin of the party i|)a4e against Sir W* 
Symondsj now thirteen years ago, and from their own allegations 
it will appear how much personal niuiUhcation has instigated per- 
sonal hostility. From tliat period to the present that hostihty has 
not only been unmit^g9te4 but increased j each successive trivimph 
of the Surveyor has added to it^ intepaity; VHd \ regret to say„ 
tbaib iieilbff th« Uga/^ of truths deofacy^ nor genljleinaplike feeling 
hm mtoMnfd itii oftb^cfik. The ^ustiinis, of ewy piiUip inan 
m9pe»lil lekflfM^ii^LfniiQf Ib^^ l^riight to^ 
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oompliin; bat when dtj after day, for yetrs and jean raeoeaatrdj^ 
the moat 'deliberate and wiKul falsehoods are unbliuhiiii^y pabBahedy 
and even motives derogatory to the character^ I will not say of an 

officer and a 2;riitk man merely, but of a man possessing the 
slightest spark of common honesty, are attributed by jealous subor- 
dinates to their patient superior ; when every fresh triumph of 
naval skill only brings down a storm of personal abuse on the 
head of him who is thus winning the gratitude of his country; it 
is time for some conneeted with the naval profession to speak outf 
nor sufiisr longer the obscurity of Ihe slanderers to shelter 
them trom the merited contempt whicli siandeia so meaoy 
so base, and so malignant^ must inevitably bring upon their 
devoted heads. 

It is possible that At friends of justiee have been too long silent • 
Sir W. Symonds has himself iveated ttieae aaen irith dignified con- 
tempt; answering their aeeosations only by produdng^ siioeesaivdy»* 
a aeries of the finest vessels of every elaas that ever sdled the 

ocean j but they, on the other hand, exasperated more and more by 
their continued failures, and influencing a small portion of the 
press tlirough certain obscure and recondite channels, have 
made use of that influence in every possible way to gratify their 
own malignant feelings, and liave doubtless, by the foroe of re* 
peated and long continued misrepresentation, induced aomo really 
honorable men^ nnaoquatnted with the &cta of the case, to taike a 
part for a moment which faither knowiei%e irill indnoa tibem to 
ngKt they ahould ever have adopted. The iabeiiood of theirrepre^ 
sentationSy the offieial doctfments now published will fiiUy prove ; 
their personal malignancy stands recorded in many a newspaper 
paragraph ; the record of their defeat, the proof of their professional 
incapacity is to be found in every ship built by the Surveyor in 
defiance of their principle of construction} and the cause of their 
animosity may readily be traced to the conoeit which led them to^ 
treat with scorn the gallant officers of the Nary, and tlie consequent 
mortification witli wluch they have found themselrea reduced by 
government to their tme position, whether by Urth. edocatum* or 
ability, viz. that of superior mechanics in our Dockyards, rehie- 
tantly obeying orders which they would willingly give, and oom- 
pelled to superintend the execution of those noble vessels whidi' 
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are the all but living monuments of their own inoompatnciy^ and 
of Sir W. Symoadfl w«U aaiorod trhmplk 

I do not consider it at all necessary to enter into details as 
to the relative snperiority in the oonstractioii of Sir W. Symonds's 
ships over those of other constructors ; dial superiority has been 
snfficiendy shown by Ifhe results to which it Is now my object to 
mvite attention^ by publishing the offidal and other reports detail- 
ing them. The assertions^ so freely made by the detractors of tihe 
Surveyor, that his principles of construction are diametrically op- 
posed to sound tscieiice, lutve been shown to be false, by the excel- 
lence of his ships. lie has been taunted that his vessels are the 
results of " Heavenly inspiration," but they fully prove that suc- 
cessfid practice can alone demonstrate true scienoe» whilst unsuc- 
cessM science J8» indeed^ mere theory. The practice ol Sir W. 
Symonds in nanral ooMtmelion, agrees fuUy with the theory of 
Chapman. Mr. Allan^ formerly of Portsmouth Dodc-yard, and a 
member of llie Naval Sdiool of Architecture^ says that ''the form 
adopted by Captain Symonds, is preeiscly that which Chapman 
shews to be the very best to produce a perfect vessel, and that the 
reasons he assigns why this iunii should not be given, do not apply 
to ships of war ; if, therefore, Captain Symonds be condemned by 
the self-elected tribunal which has sat in judgment on liim, lie may 
have the satisfaction of knowing that he has sentence passed on 
him in good company/' Tint gentleman also says that " the peculia- 
rity of Capt* Symonds's method consists in giving a very rising floor» 
(aa moA aaia comdatent wilii the requisite capaeity for the stowage 
oftiieahip) and great breedtih and fulnessi at and about the load* 
watorline; by which form he purposes to obtam great stability^ 
power of very nraeh M^eing tte quantity of baDast 
hitherto deemed indispensable. We shall see, by referring tu page 
79 of Dr. Inman's trau.siation of Chapman, wliat are the means 
recommended by him to attain the ends iiere proposed | he says, 

*'To give to a sliijp the prnpei^ of sailing and beating to wiiiUward, 
it is necesuiy to give it great breadth, in pro^rtion' to its length, to fill 
it nmeh towards the load* water line, curtaihng it in tlie bottom." 

** Here we have as peileet a description of Ci^t. Symonds pecu- 
liv-midahip seotioD as words ahmey without a drawing, can giv^ 
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'v!!5. great." brwkdth in proportion to length, and to be tilled much 
towards the water-line, curtailing it in the bottom. The object to 
be obtained by giving this form to a sbip is, that she may sail and 
beat well to windward ; without wbich property no ship could be ' 
cfeUed an efficient man-of-war. Hie continuation of the above 
quotation is 

*' Such a ship would require a nunicrou-« crew, becauieof thekfg^ 
ness of the sails and the weight of the anchors." 

It will be right to observe here, and to bear in mind throughout^ 
the whole of the following observations, that as the author is 
writing on the construction of a merchant ship the great object of 
his aim is to obtain good suHng qualities as Meeondaty consideniR 
tionsy the primaiy ones being the power of carrying a large cargo 
with as small a crew as safety wiH permit. In a ship of war, on 
the contrary, the service of the guns demanding a crew so numerous 
that each watch necessarily out- numbers the whole complement of 
a mercantile ship of equal capacity ; the objection, "that such a 
sbip would require a numerous crew, &c." is totally inapplical)lc to 
the case under consideration ; and since the weight of every article 
entering into tlie fabric and equipment of a ship of each class is 
now accurately known and the total necessary displacement conse- 
quently ascertained, within a very few tons, the large ca^'* 
which makes so prominent a figure in Chapman's disquisition, dnks 
into comparative insignificance^ and leaves us un^es&icted by its 
importance.*' 

AnotJier extract from the same page is as fbUoira : 

"If it be required to navigate a ship with few men, it should have 

Utile breadth in ]>roportion to its length. It wotihl also he enahled to 
carry a great lading in proportion to its equipment of men, by giving it 
great fulness in its bottom ; but such a ship would tail Uadly cUtse to tJt^ 
wmi, and would cene aboatwith difficulty in a hoUew sea." 

" Now, as a gt«at kding in proportion to its equipment of men is 

not required in a man-of-war, and a small crew (however desirable 
from ecoiiumy) is unattainable from the necessary armament, I 
must confess myself at a loss to account for that support given to 
"kittle breadth ^nd great fuine^ of l>ottQm" system in ihe faoe 
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ChiiMMUD^* acknowledgement, that such ships mMld mSk badly 
do— to the iriod»and wodt with <iiffiwihy in » hollow S4wu** 

" By reference to page 2^ we hud he thus concludes a mathema- 
tical investigation^ 

^Tbat as it is proper to give to a dup all tha ttaWfity itia poMiUe, 
It it r^t to enlarge it near ftbe load-water line, eo as to raifte the centre 

of gravity of displacement. This is a thing to be attended to^priocipally 
in ships which have great weights io their upper works*'* 

^*Thi8 appliea foreibly and ooBoiualv«ly to vessels of war, whoso 

guns cannot be otherwiiie considered than as * great weights in the 
upper works,* On the important object which Capt. Syaionds has 
attempted to attain, the considerable reduction of ballast, we will 
allow Chapman again to speak far himself At page 80 he says, 

"To enable a ship to sail with a small qnsiitity of ballast, it is seees- 
sary to fill the body betwesa wind and water ; but a ship of tliis descrip* 
tion would require a considerable qiuuitity of saiJf whieh woald laodar it 
aecessary to have a great number of men." 

^ He here gives llie means of obtaiiiing llie end, and states the 

only objection to their application ; this (objection we have seen 
already doc^i not prevent the fillinir of ships ul war between wind 
and water to the fullest extorit tiiat other important considerationa 
may justify, and, consequently the great diminution of ballast. 

"Professor Inman, in a note to his translation, page 242, in 
which he has given the correct investigation of an expression fiom 
which Chapman had omitted an important term, anivea at the fol« 
lowing oondnsion : — 

"We »eo hnw jrrpatly the. stability of a sbip is incrp;ised by filling^ it 
between wind and wuter, and how little in proportion it is altered by a 
partial displacement of the Ia*ling and ballast. This is what Chapman 
obsenres, and hence it is, that he reeammends the eanstmetioB of ihips of 
the fine with rising floats." 

^ In practical illustration of this mathematical deduction Df* 

Inman has given the resolta of calculations made by himself i^n 

two 74-gaii afaipS} of very nearly the same prindpal dimenauina 

ind dispUusements ; the one Iwmg riaing flooi% ^e odier ilal 

ones ; the ftrafc Mug mofo filled about tiio water-line than llw 

■aaondi llieie rasnlta riM# an ezcaia of stability in ^e first ship 

d 
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of about one-aiztoeiithy and thvs prove how deiitabte it iathafcall 
ships which vequife gteat stabilily should be so fomed^ 

^ It would be tedious to multiply quotatioiis from tiiis woA^ mm- 
bers of wluch might be cited in &vor of Capt Symonds's prindples. 
I shall bring forward but one more, leaving it to those who may 

fSeel inclined to investigate the same source for conviction ^ assuring 

them, there is ample ground yet untouched on by me« In his 
chapter on the proportions for privateers, — a class of vessels \\ liich 
Chapman considers sliould partake of the properties both of mer- 
chantmen and ships of war i he says^ 

" We are rettrainecl from carrying these proportions (of bresdth to 
leiigth) as far as miglit be wished, hut we must be content with less than 

the {.greatest perfection in the property of s.iiling well, since the cost of 
the ship, with the pay and subsistence ot tlie meilf which amount to a 
• great sum, would exceed the advantages gained." 

^ These conrideiationB ntay be sufficient to deter pnvate advent 
turersfrom 'carrying these proportions as fiur as might be wbhed;' 
but we, as the first maritime nation of Europe, should not be 

content with * less than the greatest perfection,* when attainable, 
even if at the expense of a little extra cost. It has, however, been 
incontrovertibly proved, that the expense of building Captain 
Symonds-'s ships is considerably less than those of the same class 
hitiierto btiilt : our best thanks are therefore due to him for the 
great stride the science of naval aichitecture has mede under his 
auspices/* 

*' Tn tlie work recently printed with such unexampled muni^cence 
for gratuitous distribution, by Capt. H. Beaufoy, containii^ the 
results of experiments, conducted by his late Mbeat, with astonish- 
ing oare and precision, through a period <si thirty-six years of his 
valuable lifie^ I find the following passsgi^ whidi I cannot forbear 
extracting^ containing the strongest experimeotal erridenoe Aat 
could be wished for; that the form of Capt* Symonds'a ships is 
such as to give them the leatt possible direet resislance, and at the 
same time the greatest opposition to lee-way. 

'* Tlie bottom of a floating solid should be made triangular, as in that 

cn?5e it uill meet wirh tlie feast resistance when movinrr in the direction 
ut Its longest axis, and with the greatest resutaace when moving with ita 
broadside foremost." 
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No odmnioot of nine oonld tHid force to the applieatUm of thif 
quotation ; I ehall tbevefoM leave it to tpeek lor itMlf. 

ThoM are theremailn of one of the members of the Naval School 
of Aidiiteetiire, a gentlemaa both sdendfieally and practically 

versed in ship building ; and they fully jirove that the system ut* 
construction pursued by Sir William Symonds is practically that 
recommended in tlic Ixjok selected as the text-book of the Naval 
College, translated by Dr. Inman, the head of that Establish- 
ment, viz. the Ai^hiiectura NtnaUt MerccUoria. I will now quote 
the opinion of another gentleman, formerly of the Naval School^ 
who it frill be aeen alao etatesy that the 

*' New forms of ships hy Sir W. Symonds. are most decidedly im- 
provemenU on the old oueii heretofore produced in Ei^land." 

Tills gentleman^ Mr. Major, lale foreman of Chatham Dock-yard, 

in reference to the erroneous statements propagated, that ship 
builders, i»eieuLilicaily educated, have all condemned the surveyoia* 
plans; saya, 

*'it IS true tiiat a few industrious writers satnewfuil ucquaiated with 
the mathematical principles of ship httilding, have circulated that there 
b a total want of knowledge of naval architecture displayed in the new 
plans of shijis ; but on the other nide it may be confidently asserted that 
those who are 6tf«f acquainted with the principles of ship building, de- 
duced from the physico-mathematical sciences, and from observations of 
ships, readily admit that the new forms of ships are most decided improve- 
aaenta on the old ones heretofore produced in Bn^and.'* 

" Fast sailing ia the great desideratum in the British Navy, and 
tfie neir pkns ana of that description of form pointed out for that 
porpoee, by iqpfNroved scientific writers. The reports, alao> of the 
qwalifications of the new ships at sea, ooncor in shewing that the 
ideas of the Surveyor of the Navy, in adopting his present forms, 
were not iU-groonded. There is no reasoning against &ets, and 
that the new plans produce most splendid ships all naval men avow, 
who have seen their performances at £iea." 

** The distinguishing characteristic of Capt. Symonds's plans for 
ships is, increase of ])rinciprd dimensions, particidarly of the 
breadth. That the augmentation of binj):* ot war is a principle 
which ia conducive to superior qualities, no one can deny, who is 
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at all acquainted #ith the common historical progress of ship build- 
ing, putting out of the question a minute ruialytical acquaintance 
with ships. With regard to the proportional hreadth, although 
Capt. Symomis has increased it considerably, it may be adduced 
in findication of the justioe of his ideas, that be has not enlarged 
it so mudi as an approved writer in the ^* Vtapem of Naval Archt- 
teeture** reoomnieiid^> Vol. IT. page 59 ; a wotic nl&idi was eon-^ 
ducted by Messrtf. Moi^ and Creme^ ol iSb^ Mioot <»f VkrtX 
Architectiireb Nor does the hreadth now adopted exceed tfte pro- 
portlonel 1b«ad^ of the Gftnfaltar, a man of wareieMdingly weU 
spoken of by many esainent naval oilicers/' 

^ The writers agpinst Capt* Symonds, who regard only hk minor 
disagreements with theory, bring to my mind a dass of persons^ 
who, if they were describing the sun^ would dwell principally on 

the dark sj)ot8 on its face, and would thus give us to infer that the 
qualities of obscurity and opacity belonged to that orb, instead of 
its characteristic splendour and glorious brilliancy- There is no 
writer on naval architecture, in England, who has not committed 
errors in his disquisitions ; and some of considerable attainmenta 
in the mathematical principles of this art have proposed the most 
foolish plana for building And eq^piog ships» The philosopher, 
or lover of truths o^gbt to i^iee at every intfiroTement^ let it 
eome from whatever qjuarter it may ; in an art like that of ship 
bnilding, whidi has not yet been wholly reduoed to oertssik princi- 
ples, perfection is not to be expected ; but we should give our 
plaudit fur every approximatiuu tiiat is made to it." 

" As the progress of ship buil^Bng may suflfer* ftem tile ii^Cidieioas 
writings of some of its proftsaon^ agahnf; tiie dedsdiedty^iaaproved 

plans of Capt. Syraonds, such men should seriously consider the 

course they are takinj? ; aud I hope th^it the inijust or splemetic 
effusions of a few, will not be taken as the sober dictates of an 
useful body of men." 

The viewe I hove here given of die prindples of improvement in 

Naval Architecture, accord with wliat I published on thiii subject 
eleven years ago^-— 1 have since advucated them through evil and 
throi^k good report ! and I am prepared, affier mature, coiuideian 
tio% to maintam them i 
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White vaecCioB ol the Mioot «f N«val Anihitodm hftve heeii 

studiously endearouring to decry the system of ship bailding pur- 
sued by Sir W. Symonds, it is gratifying to hnd that another por- 
tion of the same suliool, with equal knowledore and trreater liberalitv, 
approve of that system, and shew that it is actually in accordance 
with that propounded iii the text book of the achooL In the widat 
of these conflicting statements and opinions respecting the merits 
of the Saryejor*s new ibnns of ships* the pnhlic can only arrive at 
a proper estimate o€ the valne of eitiher <^inion by the manner in 
which the ships themselves behave at sea, and how fiur that behavi- 
onr corresponds with the faults alleged against them on the one 
hand, or with the merits attributed to them on the other. It is with 
the view that the truth on this sui)j( ct may be fully known, and 
that the falsehoods which have been so long and so industriously 
circulated, may be fully exposed, that 1 now give publicity to the 
following official and other letters from the officers who have sailed 
in die diips constructed by Sir W. Symonds, and who certainly 
are the most competent persona to jii4ge of their merits or demerits. 
They will prove, beyond conlzoveisy, that all the advantages con- 
templated by that gaUant officer from the adoption of his principles 
have been realised* By What test is this assertion to be tried i I 
win shrink firom none^ and in order that lliere may be no doabt npon 
the subject I will prove seriatim^ that in each of the grand requisites 
set forth by the opponents of Sir W. Symonds, in their carefully pre- 
pared pamphlet, enlUled "An Apolo^i;^' for English Ship Builders/* 
and, to which they sUll adhere as their text book ; the ships of the 
Surveyor are infinitely superior to those of other constmctors. 
These rcqniaiteB are in their own words ^Vblocitt, StabilitTj 
^WAOB, BvmmvcBt Kast Bvoi,imoNSy and Soonomt.'* 

Fir9t as to Vblocitt. I have already shown that on this point 
the ships of the Surveyor's construction are superior to those of the 
IVencfa, to wfaom we were fbrmeriy indebted for our best modds. 
I may also- add UmI they hsne besa proved to btt MipMl ar to the 

Americans; and point to the cases adverted to in the following 

pages, of n.M.S. Pique and the United States Frigate, Indepen- 
dence ; H.M.S. Harlequin and the American Frigate, United 
States I H.M.S. Daphne and the American corvettst, Prebles ; the 
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Dapline quickly l^imngber out of sight, dead to leeward, she being 
oonndered one o£ the fastest ships in Uie Ameiioan navy. 

It win be found diat nearly every one of the following letters 
bear testimony also to the superior sailing qualities of Sir W. Sy- 
monda's ships over those of other oonstmctors. But what is most 

extraordinary, and speaks volumes for the excellence of his ships, 
is, tliat, it is not merely one, or two, or half-a-dozen of them that 
have proved themselves to have the advantaj^e in speed over the 
ships of previous construction, but that every one of them, however 
they may vary in their relative speed when tested against each 
other, has invariably shewn its superiority over every competitor 
of the old dass. 

I think that this fact alone must convince every unprejudiced 
person that tiie lines adopted by Sir W. Symonds must be very 
superior to produce such a resulty espeoislly when it is considered 
that nearly sixty of his vessels, of various classes, have already 
hoisted the pendant, and have been tested in every sea and in every 
weather. 

With such a mass of evidence as these pages liimish of the 

speed of the Surveyor's ships, it is ahnost a work of supererogation 
for mo to call attention to any particular report, as there is scarcely 
a letter among those now published which does not specially advert 
and bear testimony to the excellence of his vessds in this respect. 

It is well known that when in the Mediterranean, tlie Vanguard 
80, beat every other vessel on that station, both of old or modem 
construction* It was anticipated by the opponents of the Surveyor 
that even if she was not beaten by the other shqis of the squadron 
at all events the Rodney would onquestioiiaUy have the advantsge 
of bear. 

The folbwing extract of a letter from Hie Captain of the Rod- 
ney will shew how iiurtliose expectations were realised : — 

" We have had three trials with Vanguard ; the first was in light 

winds, all sail set to wnnhvartl, she beat us two miles in two hours and]; 
the second trial was wnli a tresih breeze, single reeted topsails and top- 
gallant sails* on a wind ; this day the Vanguard went to windward of u& 
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in a most extraordinary manner, I would not have believed it possible if 
I bad not seen it, liw gamed SI intlee daail to windward in ii luraffsaad J. 

When the signal waa OHMle to the siiips to show their inclinations, ours was 
the same as Vanmianl's, viz. ;j-30, our lee ports up the whole time. The 
third trial was wiih the wind a point abaft the beam, as much sail as we 
could carry, single reefed toimiils, royals, fore-topmast and top-gallant 
studding sails, the Rodney was going 11 knotSi the Vanguard beat ua aa 
much to windward as a mile an hour." 

The trials of sailing that this vessel had with the numerous 
ships comprisiTi^ the squadron to the Mediterranean, are so fully 
detailed in the following letters, and her successes so amply ex- 
plained, that I will here only give an extract of a letter from the 
Adminil Saperintendeiit «l MaltSy slMfwing the opinxm of the 
Commander-in-cbief with respect to fhk ship s — 

**It really is a pleasure to see Vanguard go out of this harbour, she 
moves so beautiiuUy and so quickly under sail, she weighed the first time 
the squadron started from hence with a slant and li)^t wind and went ont 

just like a cutter, while all the other ships were obliged to be towed out 
by Rhadamantluis ; she has such an advantage over other ships, she gathers 
way so quickly that you can do any thing with her. The admiral dined 
with me the day before he sailed this last time, and I was deligbted to 
hear Atm say " T never saw a shi|) under sail equal to the Vanguard, 
whilst I have her with ine I don't feel the %vant of a fri^^ate or a brig " 
I asked him if in their cruize he had seen her under double reefed top- 
sail blowii^ strong, he said * no, but I feel xatished wlicacver we have 
a breeae of that kind she will be going with her lower deck ports up» 
sparing us a mainsail at least, when the other ships would be almost 
buried.' '* 

"In time of war a few such ships as tills in a fleet would ensure the 
bringing on a general action, or obl^e the enemy to sacrifice their stern- 
most ships." 

The Vanguard was the first of the Surveyor's line of battle ships; 
since which^ the Queen llO, and the Albion 90, have been built 
and comnussioned ; both of whidi ships^ it will be seen £roni the 
reports of their officers, have proved themselves to be remarkably fast 
sailers. The perfunuauces of the Vernon 50, and of the Pique 36, 
are noticed at length in these images, and as every particular re- 
specting these ships will be read w ith interest^ after the contradic- 
tory statements that have been put forth to the world respecting 
them, it will be unnecessary here to call attention to them, save to 
state that in every tiial they had with other shipSy they alwa3r8 
proTed themselves to be very superior in point of speed* 

Another class of vessels coiistracted by the Surveyor is the 26- 
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gun frigstcsy snoh as the Yeatel, Caiyi&yrt, Iris, Cleopatra, 
Ample detnlsm gmn of iSie apaad of dMse sliipa* The Captaia 

of the Carysfiiit in his letter says, 

*♦ On onr pns>;a^e from Toulon to Malion we had a trial off the wind 
with the whole squadron, viz. Princess Charhnte, Rodney, Vanguard, 
Barbam, and ourarlvet, ibr all the others (including Hsrlequin,) were so 
far astern that we took no account of them* We (Garysmrt) claim the 
advantage over all, Barbam admits that we dropped her U point in the 
8 hours sail ; Vangtiard denies our claim to having beaten her i of a point, 
but admits that she conUl not head ua. I asaure you I had no expecta- 
tion of being able to bold way with eitfaer tfftfmwutd, 

*'On my passage from Mahon to Barcelona, I fell in with Castor, 85 
miles from this andiorage. Off the wind, (that is, rather before the beam) 
we spared her the mainsail, fore-topmast, and top ^fj^allant 8tud(Hn<r- sails, 
goin>r from 7 to 8 knots, and had to back the mizen-topsail occasionally 
to keep abaft the beam. As wc approached the land, the wind headed us 
off shore* and wa had to work up to ifte snehorage. We taeked a oable's • 
leogdi on her lee beam, snd in three-quarters of an hour passed on oppo- 
site racks more than a mile to windward of her. I snppoae it is lUHiecet* 
sajcy for me to say more of the Castor* 

I have already shewn that the Iris beat the Sireiie, the fastest 
ship of tlie French squadron, in the Chinese Sea ; and that the 
Cleopatra beat a French brig-of-war at Rio, who had challenged 
her to a tri^ of sailing. The Captain of the Vestal has recently 
trmsmitted an ftcoonnt of that vessel's eztiaoidiiuuy ▼oboity $ be 
say% 

'*She walks along to the astonishment of every one, 12-7 under 
royals, wind 2 points abaft die beam, 48 1 in 4 hoars under same circtnn- 
stances, 278 in 24 hours withonta struggle, under royals, wind tlie same» 

444 in 39 hours, wind the same, imder top-jrallant sails, double-reefed 
fore and mizen, and single-reefed, mam tup-sails and fore top-mast- 
studding sail, wind abeam ld-6 and 13 for six successive iiuurii, and yet 
t am told hers the 'Vestal ' daas csn'tsail Ml" 

'* On our passage from Rio, to Monte Video, the Vestsi, Coracoa, 
Racer, and Spider started together, ware dssind to Sisko llie best of 
tbsir wsy. The ships atrtved as i»llows : — 

Vestal — — ll-lSp.M. 30th, May. 

Racer — — 10-15a.m. 81st, May. 

Curacoa ^— — 1 1 -15a.m. iind, June. 

Spider — — 2-80f.ii. 6th, June." 

Ytom the foregoing statement it appears that l2ie Vestsi beat the 
Raoerln the ran hy U houm; theOtunseo* by twoiiajsaiid a half ^ . 
stnd the Spider by more than a week. Hie Racer Is silso of tfao 
Surveyor's construction ; she beat the Curacoa by two daya m)4 tiio 
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Spider by a week. These inStafioes of whftt tins dawof flhipt have 

done to demonstrate that they possess, in no ordinary degree, that 
speed which is one of the chief requisites esbcnlial to a vessel 
of war. The brigs, corvettes imd other sloops of war constructed 
by Sir W. Sfmonds have all of them this valuable^property to a 
gfeAt extent. Their officers, one and all, give tiiem the hi^est 
chaiacter. The conunander of the GreeiaD, In one of his lettersi 
speaking of his vessel wfs, 

** We are now out upon a trial with Calliope, and it affords rae the 
greatest satisfaction to inform you that I have in the trials we have made 
ju3t weathered upon her one mile dead to windward per hour ; in five 
Itoitri* five miles dead in the wind's eye. The Wisard, a 10, not standing 
the least chance with either ; and the Royalist, a schooner Yacht, being 
beaten nearly in the like rnfio with the Calliope. I find her very wea^ 
therly, and when sailed in trim (juite perfect.'* 

th. a&6ther letter he states, 

*' After I entered Berkeley S mnd, I beat her up through the 
Narrows with tlie wind dead on end, and against a lee tide, and the cban- 
nel in one part, for a considerable distance, is only firthoms wide. 
To be brief, as much as I have seen of the Grecian I consider her to be 
tl}f|jie«|rc»f, to perfection of any vessel that I have ever served on board. 

It will be seen that the Harlequin, by tlu: SLu veyur, wiien in the 
Mediterrean having beaten the Childers, winch was considered the 
crack brig on the station, a mile-and-a-half per hour dead to wind- 
ward, and forefeaching on her all the time, a few days after fell 
in with the Oxeates, one of the Naval College vessels^ and beat her 
in tfie Boost rtdiouloua manner — ^the Orestes being under all sail 
and the Harlequin heading her under topsails and jib only. It wi& 
also be she^ that the Harlequin beat the Castor; her commander 
in writing respecting the trial, states 

It was nearly calm all day, and we were under easy sail until tea 

o'clock next morninfr, when a breeze sixnncr up and both 8hj[)8 made sail 
on the starboard tack, we being at that iiuit: a little before the Cast<jr's lee 
beam, and about half a mile iVom her* By noon we had crossed under 
her lee bow, and were upwards of two miles in the wind's eye still on the 
same tack, and both ships again passed the French brig, which had been 
making the besf of the way to Barcelona, and was hull down to windward 
when seen in the morning about seven. During these two days trial 
the Harlequin generally weathered the Castor about a mile an hour, 
fore-reScbing at least in proportion. The Captain of the Castor says, 
the Inconsumt never beat him so nuicli on a wind, and it seems to be the 
general opinion on board the Castor that the Inconstant would be beaten 
by Harlequin. 

e 
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The captain of the Dido, by the Surveyor, who has recently re- 
turned in that ship from China and the £iait Indies, reports, that 
during the three or four years the Dido was on that station nothing 
could equal her^ and that they had not foUen in with any sail whieh 
they had not beaten in a moat estraordiDaxy manner* Tbe.Coia- 
mander of another of the Surveyof'a Teaaehy theSappho, in 
writing from the West Indies and describing the trisihi of saiUng 
between the Sappho and the CShampion says, 

*' On the 30th, we again got under weigh, and after the pilots had 
left at half-past seven a.m., made sail, single reefed top -sails, top-gallant 
sails, and courses going from 6 to 6i knots, wind fresh with a head sea, 
the Sappho i a mile on Cbainpion's le« beam. At 1-SO we tacked, at 
{"lO we shortened 8ai3 and tel%raphed to the Champion ** seknowledge 
yourself beaten," the answer was '* terribly," as indeed it was, we heing 
6 miiea dead in the wind's eye of her. 'I he general o^)inion among my 
officers was, that the distance was from 7 to 8 miles, but dint diere might 
be 00 exa^evation. I. booked it 6 milesa the wind daring thi^ time not 
havti^ varied half a point/' 

The commander of the Star, in summing up the merits of that 
yoisel, snys 

The Star tails ivell, steers easily, answers her ht^m qniekly, 
stands well up under canvass, weatheriy to an ttnGOnmum degree, wad a 
the most buoyant sea>bost I ever was in/' 

The commander of the Snake reports his vessel to be " superior 
to any ether ship we have ever met with/' Nearly similar reports 
'mve been made by all the conimanding officers of the other sloops 
constructed by the Surveyor. With such a multiplicity of evidence 
of the velocity of Sir W. Symond's ships as the following reports 
and letters famish^ I shall here only make one more extracts-it is 
firom tiie oommaoder of the Rover, who aays» 

** We have just arrived here from Rio de Janeiro, after an exceed- 
ingly horaterraos pasftaffe round Cape Horn in the depth of winter, and 
never was I more dt lighted, and the whole of mj omcers likewise with a 
vessel. We have tried her in all sorts of weather, from a calm, with a 
lieavy rolling sea, to as b ird a uale as I ever witnessed, and worse seas, 
and nobly has she behaved. We ran thirteen kqots and a half off* Cape 
Horn with a Jury main topmast, having previously in a very kind gale oft 
the Falklands found our mainmast Very badly sprung* which I attribute 
to the badness of the spar, it being close to a very ugly knot in the wowd, 
however I am fishinij; it iu re and hope to make it as secure as ever. 
We have men on board who have been in the Rover since she was iirat 
commiitsioned) and they say that they have n«ver seen such wealheiTt or 
the ship so nueh tried $ and the tfiore she is so the hetter we all like ker« 
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In coming up die Cbtit, pft Cape Pitlar, linger flose reefed toprallt and 
reefed eonrses, with a high sea on. we were going 7 and 8 knofs. I am 
sure one of the old 28-gun ships, to ottp of wliich I lulonjjed thrai» 
yfSM, would not have been going five, and .making* perhaps with that 
three points leeway ; whereas we were scarcely making half a point. 
Bvivy bodj on board if deKghted widi her.** 

This is sorely evidence enough to ooDvinoe the most sceptical. 
Having n<yw faSif established the superior qualities of the Suf 
veyor^a vessels in pomt of -velocity, let us next examine whether 
liie laeieiBed'speed, giined by his Ibrm of oonslnKtien^ is counter- 
balanced by any defidency in otiher respects. 

Sicnil^ 8TAnarr> Thb is* q^BficatiOA of the utmost im" 

poftanoe in every ship^ especially in a man-of-war* Indeed^ velo* 
city alone in a Tessel-of-war would be of very little advantage nolsBS 

combined with .stahility. There are two iiiodes of giving jstabiUty 
to a .ship — either ly pla( iiig a gre.it quantity of ballast in her, or 
else by giving her additional plane of flot ition. The great improve- / 
ment of the Surveyor's system is, that all his vessels have immense 
st.-ibility, while they require little or no ballast This itself is a 
highly important advantage, for it is very injuriovs to » ship to 
carry a large quantity of baUast, which, while it tends to immene 
the body* qnicltens tiie rolling motion, and in the event of fihe ship 
striking the ground assists in her destruction* Some idea may be 
fonned of the difierenoe effected wilih respect to the neoemity of 
ballast in ships froni the folluwitig e^Ltract of u ieiiei' irom tlie cap- 
tain of the Vanguard : — 

Looking over an old log book of mine, I found a record of the 
old Lancaster, to whleh I once belonged* whieh eontrasts bo remarkably 
with what is Uie case in this ship, that I am anaious to mention it to you. 

** The Lancaster had at one time a'weight of ballast, t&l tons of 
iron, and 231 of shinMe more thnn onf-third of thp mpasnr» d tonnage of 
that ship, which was 14^30. This ship has now quite as much ballast aif 
is necessarv, and that is not quite one thirty-seventh part of her m<:'at>ured 
tonnage. ) did not think it would be desirable to reduce the ballast be- 
low what she now has, though there could not be the least risk in sailing 
her without any, and in such case she would he, not only, not as crnnV as 
many other ships, but not crank at alL Reducing the quantity ol ballast 
was one of ihe meAoda I had recourse to, in order to improve the old 
W. Castle's sailing. I reduced her ballast ftom 180 to 140 toos, and am 
sad^ed that every toa taken out <|f her made ber a better ship. . 

" With referenece to what I have written above ab4>utthe Lancaster, 
had she had no aiore ballast than a due proportion to what is in this shin 
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•he would only hare had M um ; on ilie ofher iMod, bod ihw ditp « 
proporlioii to what wm in tlift L m cul i f, she wouU have had on hoard 
896 ioi».'* 

While then, the Surveyor by the increased plane of flotation he 
has givea to his vessels, is enabled to obviate the necessity of car- 
rying a laige quantity of ballast, and at the aame tima to pioduce a 
math, greater atahility than they ooold poaaibly have, eveiif as in 
the case of the Lancaafeer, by pladog in them nearly five hundred 
tons of ballast} it muat be obvioiia that in this rpapect 9iiom» hie 
ships have a very great advantage oiver those of die Qldrison^tme* 
tiou. But important as this advantage is, it falls into insignificance 
when compared with other and more valuable advantages that result 
from the additional stability acquired l>y his increased plane of flo- 
tation. The power of carrying sail— of carrying a heavier armament 
than other ships of a similar class — of using that armament under 
(nrcumstanoea when its use is perhaps most reqmred ; these and 
other importnLt advantages ara gained frooitiie-flmide by whioh iIm 
increased stability is obtained, white at die same time thevs le also 
greater aooommodatkni to the orew and mneh moie room at quar- 
ters to figbt the guns. 

Captain Bona who oommanded the Pique, in one of bia offldal 
kttm to liie Admiralty, givee tiie MtfmttostiHWHiy of Ae atabiUty 

of that vessel ; he says, 

*' The Pique is a most powerful ship in bad weather, and very sape* 
rior in carrying sail off a lee shore ; her stability is so great that it is 
diflBcult to make her heel over six degrees, when, under the same canvass 
one of the old dass of firigates woald be incUnioff twelve or thirteen de- 
grees, and oonseqnently, would be meapaeitaied rrom fitting her guea.*' 

In a subsequent portion of the same letter he states, that " blow- 
ing hard against a heavy se% the Pique q9XL ontoany and.bmy tbe 
Gaator.'' 

In another official letter Captain Rous says^ that the Pique is 

" A very superior man-of-war from her great stability, being able to' 
work off a lee shorr- in tlx heaviest gala, when the vld efaipt eoold not 
stand up under their courses.- ' >. • 

Thia is imaneiramUe teslahnony of tihis ship's greet stsbifity, and 
of her being enabled to do what the old ships could not — worl^ ojd 
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« lee ihoTe. Haw imnf thousands and tens of thooHUidi of lives 
might have be«n savod iiad they been in vmmh poswssing tins 
valuable power. 

Had the old lO-gim brifji biiUt b^ Sir Hetuf P^ke, and 
whicb were called in tihe aervioe '^floating ooffins,*' or bad* libe 
Aoom and ICartio^ oarvettes, bdlt Iff Sir Bob^ Seppings^ pos- 
aeaeed tbia fill eiaanlaal quality of atabQity» we abould not Iwve 
had to mourn thdr foundenng at lea and aU b^nds perishing, — ^not 
one left to tell Uxe sad tale. 

Captain Boxer who afterwards commanded the Pique, also states^ 

* • - , 

" It is impossible for me to say too much in favour of her stability 
having had many opportunities of tryiny; hrr, p,?rhci/1rirly on my return 
from St. John, N.B., to Halifax, with a fortnight h provisions on board, 
and not more dian 90 tons of water, ui^r singU-reefed topsails, courses, 
jib and spanker, it blowing strong, and going ten knots with the weather 
leaclies liftinir, she only heeled seven degrees. Also, in beannirinto Spit- 
head, on the 16di instant, with only three weeks' provisions, and about 
80 tons of water, all sails set except royals, she did not heel more than 
MX degrees alllMM^ Uowiag frasa* I was abo enabled ta jadffe of her 
ttahilicy in campanson with H.M S. Wellesley, in beat nginto Plymouth 
Sonn<l, on the Sf>th of Scptijmlier last, it hlou-inL^ strong, with royals .ukI 
all sail sot, her inclination was only seven de<rrcrs, when tliat ship, with 
only duubde- reeled topsails, jib, and spanker, was heeling degrees. 
Unoer eTerj oiMMmttanee bcr stabiUcy is e x tfao rd tety ; indeed I never 
saw any alaad an liba bar; nQiwitiataBdiBg -saa had an InUasl 
in bet* ' 

Rear-Admiral Bouveriein writing utliciallyof the qualifications of 
the VaDguaril during the time she was under his command^ says, 
miiactiiut hex atahiiita. 

" Duiring the period tdrave mentioned, she was tried in every descrip- 
tion of weather, and noder ahnost every drcttanCanceiacidantal to CBai»> 

ing in the summer and autumn months, and her comparative stability 
with that of other ships in companv with her was always remarkable, 
often admitting of the lower deck ports being kept up and.her guns being 
fired borisontally when the ports of her consorts were obti^d to be 
barred in. On several occaaiou of the squadron carrying sail, and the 
signal being made by Vice- Admiral, Sir Charles Paget, our Commander- 
in-Chief, to make known the inclination of each ship, the Vanguard 
heeled only from six to eight degrees, rarely exceeding the latter number 
while odier ships have indicated their iadiMon tobetwieeai mudi.*' 

n0 power of 8b W. Symonda's ablpa to eanry a pven of sail 
Irmb dieir iMPVing giealer steMlity ^aur fliOBe of olinr cohiatiwslori^ 
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18 dievm in miiii6iovs oliher instMioM. Ao offioor of the VenMm 
states that when nmnuig into Salamb vith the fleet, 

*'A very heavy squall came on which obliged all the other ships to take 
in their top-gallant sails, and most of them to lower their tofMaiU and 
reef them, while the Vernon and Columbine cafritd' taig^>icefed top* 
■aib and tofh^aUaoi sails right (hnnifh it/ 

Sir Edward Owen, the Commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, 
in bis reports of the capabilities of the Queen, says, in reference to 
her stability, she bears pressing with her canvass and answers to 
it by her power.* 

' Rear Admiral Mason reports -''in point of staJMlity* the Queen 
ceetainly esoolfl the Howe*" . 

Captain Rich of U.M.S. Calcutta, says, 

ft 

** With nspect to the eonipariaoii betmMtt this thtp and the Queen, 

till rf? can be no doubt, In u y opinion, as to the superiority of tlie latter in 
every point, namely, in sailing, working, stability, and weatherly qualities. 

The Cooamander of the Snake writes respecting her> 

■ 

** That ihe is stiff under a pren of sail, and very weatherly under 

*' reefed courses," or, under close reefed topsails," double reefed foresail, 
and reefed trysail. In licaw t^ales she lies close to the vrind under dou- 
ble reeled foretiail, main stu}saii and reeled trysail, forereacbes fast and 
is very dry, and generally speaking, die is a good sea boat, and her heat 
point of sailing, compared ^widi ethsr sbips^Ss dose haoledjin stteof 
winds sgainst a head sea." 

Master of the Albion, says, 

" We had a good trial by the wind, with as much wind as her masts 
would bear, under dotible reefed topsails, courses &c. her inclination 
never exceeded 4| degrees, slie then going 10 knots, and working witliin 
ten and half points of the compass. 

The Captadn of die IMdd, which was paid off early this year at 
Sheerness on her return from*the East Indies, says, 

** Her stability under canvass I found to be such, that although we 
had not a pig of ballast on board, I have known her to trp 6 or 7 knots 
close hauled, when iu my cabin you would not know from any iadinatton 
on which tack we warn sailing. 

These are s lew of the instanoes lluit I ooold adduoe of thesfa* 
bility of theSurreyor's vesselij and the oonaeqaent power they de- 
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rive of carrying sail. I will now shew by quoting from some of 
the other reports the advantages that also accrue from tfaisiiusreaaed 
stability, in enaUiog Us ahip«' to carry a faeaviar annament tbaa 
oUiers of the same class, the advantages of which^ in increased 
range and otiier respects, are siiffidently known to ihe nantieai 
reader, and to nse that armament nnder cureumstanoe^ whidi 
would preclude other vessels from doing so. 

The capability of the new class of ships by the Surveyor is ancb 
as to enable them to cany metal of the laigeat oalibfe, — for instance 
fhe PSqiie carries 99 poondem of '40 ewt; on tiie «|Wtflnr deck and 
fbrecastJe, whilst the same ebas fingstee^ IttOQnstant' and Castor, 

can only carry cmoaadm o£ i5 cwt» The Surveyor's 80-gun ships 
carrying 32 ponnders of 41 ewt on the quarter deck and forecastle, 
whilst the old 80-gun ships could only carry 32 powder carronades 
of 17 cwt. The Queen 110, is enabled to carry on her quarter 
deck and forecastle 32 pounder gunnades of 25 cwt. whilst the 
Caledonia and the old class ships carry 32 pounder carronades of 
17 cwL The difference between the old class 28-gun fngatcs^ 
commonly called *'t^e donkey .fiqgatas," and the Surv^OK*enew 26- 
gttn iSpigites, is evm graater liian any of the "fon^jolng 'ckUMea} tbe 
donkey frigates oould only carry 32 poonder earronades of 17 cwt. 
on their main deok, ami 18 pounder cafionadea on ^tmt qnaxter 
dedt an4 foraoastle; wheraaa tbe Sarveyor's 26-gun frigates cany 
long 32 pounders of 40 cwt. on their main decki and 32 pou&ders 
of 25 cwt. on their quarter deci^ and forecastle. 

Notwithstanding the additional weight of the armament which 
the Pique carries over the Inconstant and Castor, Capu Rous re- 
ports that ahe can cany a atill heavier ama^nent. He sayss 

*' In the event of war, tbe Pique might with the greatest ease carry 
eight additional long 32 pounders, six on the gangway and two on her 
maindeck, larger masts and yards, an^ 125 more men. 

With the power to cany a heavier weight of armament. I will 
now shew, from one or two extracts, how the ships of the Surveyor 
are ^labled to use that armament under circumstances when other 
iliips oould not do so. The Captain of the Vanguard says. 



Digitized by GoogL 



" We have now only 70 tons of UallasL on board, one half the quan- 
titvslie at first started with, still I consider her a very stiff ship, and wiU, 
I feel confident, outcarry any in the service, and be able to fight her 
lower deck* gnas,- wAm -eiher ali^'wwdd -be obliged te keep ^btat 
ports down. 

The Commander of the Vanguard also says, 

** I need not tell yon thntwe c«» carry our lowtr &eA gam out, 
when other sbipe am obl^ed to doae ibdr pons.** 

An officer o£ tiie Vernon tajs, 

* 

" I never thought ship building could be brought to such perfection; 
we can tight either side, let it blow as hard as it likes, and as to sail- 
ing, we astmush th« whole fl«et, which we beat m iprime style, always 
leaving the fastest of them six or seven miles astern in six hour^ The 
Cnlcflnnir!, that we thoughf sailer! very faii^ly when wilh the fleet, we run 
out oi sight in seven hours on any point.**' 

I will only select one more extract, in reference to this point. 
The Commander of the liover writes 

• **The atal»fityof theshipissometbingquileextraorduiBry. About 

10 days since, under double-reefed topsails and top-gallant sails, close 

hauled, going 8 and 8| Tcnots, I exercised fjiihtinr^- }>oth sides v,ith powder; 
the lee guns were not, for one moment a matter of consideration, an J it was 
not until the middle of the exercise tliat 1 began to think what other 
Corvette cobld do this.** 

Rwintg efaitedl enough to fliew l3ie Tery supeflov etnlnltey of llio 

vessels of the Surveyor's building to those of the old style of con- 
struction, still insisted upon by that cHque oi detractors connected 
with the Naval School of Architectiu'e, whose motives have been 
already adverted to, it may not be foreign firom the object of these 
pages briefly to compare the stability of the class of Tessels built 
by these soi-disont Mieskti&o individuals with thoee of the same 
daesy built by, as they term him the nnecientifio Surveyor/* Look 
to tiie official qiieriea on this pointy and the replies made by Sir W. 
Bickaon* the captain of thn Yalage^6».attd by Capt, Bamety ofthe 
ActCBon, both built by the School of Naval Architectare, — and the 
replies to the same queries made by Capt. 11. B. Martin, of the 
Carysforl 2G, and by Capt. Davies, of the Dido, both constructed 
by the Surveyor; as well as those of Capt, Lord Ingestre^ of the 
Tyue^ Goustructed by Sir Kobert Seppings. 
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In additaon to the wmt of stability in Hie eliips of the Schodl of 
Naval Archilecture, as shewn by the foregoing comparison, their 

commanding officers also state them to be in other respects bad 
shi^s. The Actceon is reported to be " an uneasy ship/^ — the 

r 
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Electra, another vessel by tlie Scliool of Naval ^diijbecthrc, is de- . 
leribed as being a leewacdLy^' ship in compariNn.iWifth other 
vesflelgj—nnd jhe Vohigp ^ ytry leewardlyi'* 

There can be no doubt, therefore, that with respect to stability, 
tt well ac Telocity^ the SurveycMr's plan f4 aonst^ruotioaiu^ proved § 
par»:eiiuneiilly racdeflsftil. f 

jTAfrc////— Stowage. The third great requisite which the clique 
of detractors require is stowage. Unfortunate, indeed, was it for 

th(99eiBMihv^iM|jls that iQ.t|i9.iC9^ ^^^^ disappointHmot 
they did not keep to the vague generalities in which[they have since- 

indulgwit inatead o£ farntthing a aeries of tests, by whicU Ihey hive 
ensaed their .Ofwn ooadtmiiatioiH There ORimqt. be the-sUg^iyteBt 
doabt that extensive and convenient stowage are matters nf :ihe, 
highest importance in vessels of war. A ship which can stow pro- 
vinons and water for many months, keeping her decks dtear/is 6b- 
viously better qualified for a cruise, gives more satisfaction to her 
crew, and is, in many respects, more efficient than one whose stow- 
age is limited. That in this respect the vessels of Sir W. Symonds 
are superior, may be readily inferred from their greater breadth of 
beam* and from their being so oimstructed as to dispense with the 
enormoas qoantity of ballast reqnired by tbose of the old seboc^ 
But as it is not on inference alone that I am ^sposed to rest die 
case of Sir W* Symonds» 1 now mv^ ^attBntipa> to . a few. eztjcacta 
fipom the followmg docioients which win fdly estabU^ • 

m 

The C?ammander of the Bover ivfinimg to this tmhsjeet w^ 
followst-^ 

"They cry out about your vessels not stowing anything. We 
have room at present over oar tanks to stow another tier; 'by wH^ we 
eanld carry 80 tims, instead of 45, her present quantiiy ; 'and we ein wA 
the greatest ease take on hoard 0 months* provisions of ovory sort, except 
bread in the bread room, and we can stow G months' ot that in it and 
put the remaining quantity in the after hold and ^sjpirit room in casks, 
Sneh it her non-stowage! 1!" ' ' %. 

This certainly is " non-stowage" with a vengeance. Take again 
the lolknEQgeitractof a letterfiom an officer of the Yeam*' 

" Now for our stowage, which is a very great qualification m a man- 
of-war ; we stow aix months' provisions under hatches easily, ninlii 
months' rum m spirit .room, eight hundred bogs of bread in.the. brea^ iroom 
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and two hundred and fiity-three tonu oi' water. Can the opponent! of 
••Tveyor OMM «iy 0lli«r- frignto in the omricfli tbtt flfli 'do'tiiil'f No^ 
ihiBf CMinoti and yet with all these wdUkliown facts, ih^y Imve the auda- 
eity to assert, week after week, that we are a total failure, without bein^ 
able to bring forvTard a single lact to substantiate it. It may be that 
Captain byniondit's ships cost more in building than other ships of the 
■me ^kM, httmm an m macb larger ; but does not tiM- oomlbtt 
and bnlth of tlie olBetn ud ehip's oompanv oomter-balaiiee Unit for it 
stands to reason, the less people are crowded m a ihip the more comfort- 
able ai|d,beakh|y must 

llieMr anf fMla whksh ftp^k for tltetaMlfes, and H wiD be atill 

more j^ratifying to the public to find, as 1 shall presently shew, that 
these great advantages are gained without that increased expense, 
to the allegation of which, by Sir W. SymondK^s opponents, the 
gpdlant officer reCui, bui on the contrary with a posithre aaTing of 
eipettdifettra* 

What says Capt. Boxer of the Pique ? What frigate of the old 
36-gun class could have given one-half of the accommodation ix;^ 
atowagey or berthings atill leaving the yessel in a perfect state aa a 
man-of-war?" 

■ Capt. Boxer writes as foliows,— ' ' 

•* Stowage — One hiinc^rod and fifty tons of water and sevpn months' 
provisions under hatches, with six and a half months' bread m bags in the 
bread rooms : and if her roa^zine were placed in the same situation a^ 
other ships, which in my opmioo it ousht to be, thereby allowing the 
we^(ht to be nova coneentrated, ihe wotud with ease atow at ieaet IBO 
tooa of water, 

*' Berthmg. — ^Her great beam maket her very superior to other ehipe > 
400 troops hanging up their hammocks with ease, besides the ship's com- 
pany, and SOO of these troops messing with comfort on the main, and 130 
on the lower deck, with the ship's company, having conveyed from Cork 
dS^troops, 50woiiieBaad children ; from Halifax to Sjk Jokm'k N.B. 
the head quarter division of the 65lh regiment, amounting to 400 troopa 
and 77 women and children, with a quantity of artillery stores ; and from 
Halifax to Quebec the whole of the troops and baggage tiiat went out in 
the Hercules, with the whole oi the iieavy baggage of the 3^h regimen^ 
besides a great quantity of dw officer's baggage, who had left that place 
in the winter with dieir regiments from Quebee» and 500,000 dlollars at 
the same time, the ship remaining with all her equipments in a per&ct 
•Mile aa a man-of «(ar^'* 

Afia tiift fiae «f Istd* dtlpa infiBiior ? ' Let m take> tlie teetioioiiy 
of ReaiwAdmiral Bouverte aa to the capacity of the Vanguaid, 80. 
In his official fi|ioft lie eays^ 

" Her capacity for stowing water and proviiions, and in berth* 
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lier men?->8^e stows upwards of 400 tons of wateTt and omU carrv 

^ith perfect eas«^ fi»« inoutlis' bread and six rrrmllis* provisions of all 
other species for her complement of G20 vnvn, and an abundant tiupply 
of stores for her own use. She could take even more than these quan* 
titles, but I confine myself to ftcts, wbi^ wo«14 oot effect tbe qualities 
necessary for nun-of-war to possess. Her •crew are berthed with the 
greatest convenience and comfort. I must here mention that I am per- 
fectly satitiiied that she would carry well a tier of tifi pounders on her 
IpHcer deck." 

It is almost impossible to add anything to sucb testunony ; but 
the following extract from a letter of fSie Hon. Ca|it. Keppcl, 
commander of the Dido corvette, which has recently returned from 
three years service in China, will perhaps yet more fully illiis- 
trate, not only the superiority of stowage of Sir Wm. ymonds's 
vessels, but also tlie great service and advantages which are the 
result of that superiorily. 

*' Owini; to her space and comfort below, the physician of the fleet 
in China, Doctor Wibon* assured me that ehe was (jadginip: (Vom dke 
returns of sick) the most healthy diap out there, idibei^ f think that our 

men during the dmj were as much exposed to ^e sun and weather in 
boats as any ship on the station. 

" We lvr*ve not fallen in with any sail that we have not beaten in a 
most extraordmary manner. In conclusion, I must congratulate you on 
having produced a disss of vessels combindmg the greatest poestbK com* 
Ibfftinth ail the capabilities of a perlhet man-of-war, and 1 cannot say 

how sorry 1 vvas to read in tlie papers, on my arrival in England, the 
unfair abuse of a system of ship hiiildintj, for the introduction of which 
I for one feel, (and 1 think the whole country ought also) most grateful." 

Thus it dearly appeals that the Sorveyof's sinpa dan'ttoir ao 

amount of provisions, water and stores, (witliout in the slightest 
degree encumbering their decks), equal, not only to tlie ordinary 
but to the most extraordinary exigencies of the service. N'or is 
this all; the crew are bertiied more comfortably, they have more 
room to work their guns, and to carry out the necessary duties of 
the ship ; their health as wellies their comfort is thereby more atttply 
jiTovided for; and it need aoayoely be said thi^t h% njio by<iom 
e8Ctenitv6 and ooDVenient stowi^^ mid moiQ foomybntkdiig'y seuuici 
to H*M* service a healthy and contented crew to man the' fleel, 
baa done tnndi to prevent the reenrfoooes of those dSscontnitSy 
which at the Nore and 8pithead onee broke out into opei/ nratbiyy 
and to insure the most willing exertion of their utmost enei^sin' 
the trying hours of diflficvlty and danger. 
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f^iMg Btumnm. Ite Hit iSuiwtjv^ u MpB mam W 
itomj^ dnNi Mihini of b diftrait ooiiflbuolloBiy irilllM' 0viiio^ iB 
■tt wlio uHdflialMid snbject; firom tlm ntnple htt, ilui tfa«ir 

form is such, that the tiinber for building them can be used in its 
natural growth. The midship section with the beams, form a tri- 
angle; and iinturally tnissed, one part supports the other. This is 
an important advantage over the otiier vessels, especially over those 
of the Naval College, whi^b reqaife so much crooked timber for 
their futtocks and floors, fjenenlly Qi|lle4 ' knee timber/' that 
kdaiMDiideiil of other oonrndtnAoaa^ wm it not tost tiM Afirioaa 
Oak now delivered in the Doek-yaids, it would be impossible to 
provide the frames ; and even widi this additional supply/ a dapli- 
OBte of the Bspiegle, Hietls and Creasy, oould nol^ i|t die pmsent 
moment be obtained from the store of timber, adapted to their for> 
matii iM. now in the dockyards. The protuberance or bilge in ships 
80 furroed, has, in the event of their taking the ground, to receive 
the shock of the ship striking, and being of a form unnatural to the 
growth of the timber, is least calculated to resist the concussive 
shocks which a ship-o£-war is subject to under such cifcumstances. 

The mode of piaoiial oonstruotioii of' the Sorvojpof'e ships is 
more e£Beient,. both with nspect to strengcfa and economy^ than 
the old system* The adYantag» of Sir W* Syvonds'a mode of 

framing is irow becoming known to the ttierehimt service. Messrs; 

Money, Wigrara and Co. at Blackwall, have adopted his plan in 
framing their ships, with tlie full ooovictioa of its superiority over 
t^e mode previoosly in vogue. • ' 

That the ships constructed by Sir W. Symonch are of very great 
strength, will be shewn from the manner in which tliey — such of 
them as have had tlie mishap lo get on shore — liave borne the 
heavy concussions to which they have been subjected. . Wl^.tho 
Pique» oonupanded by CapL Rous, grounded at the entrance of the 
S|ti hBsmio^ and afterwards made her oelebratod passage across 
the Atlantio without a rudder, it will be recollected tl^t thevip was 
a heavy searunning at the period she struck, which kept lifting and 
bumping her daring the Whole time she was on &hofo^**^pvFvrds of , 
ten hours. Such was the strength of this ship, that, notwithstand- 
ing the severe slioeks to which site had been subjected, she was on- 
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abUd allberwBidt tpf emi the Atlantic^ rtmgth beligofMapank 
tlvely- mmpdmdf aUhem^ ^ ipood mn -bcHte 

out of hMv Bar ORptahi 'in writiiig to liha ^cumtniclor on Ilia 
ftibject, givai liis testimony to the saperiiv ttneagth of tba SiVf 

vej^or's ships over those of the old constxuction. He says, 

" Your beautiful ship Km had die hardest thumping that ever was 
stood by wood and iron; a strong current swept us in on shore off 
i^abrador, in the Bdle-isle passage, and we laid on the rocks beating our 
aeab out fbr lOi nortal hours ; Inekily her nasti itood ead cverythiog 
else, but the fore-foot and |ceel« which wiU be found wanting; three days 
after we Ic ft the land we lost our rudder, the pintles of which must have 
been broke n by the rocks, and we steert»d her liome by 15 fathoms cable* 
I know of no other ship tha^ would have stood such a wrangle." 

ThmiiTery lltila^Ai^t'tiiat'littd fha 
ald'foniij ivttli a laijgalnlfpdf aha iraald lia¥a baan io nradi injiuadf 
tiiat in all: |iro%aWlity tlih eoidd n6t Katafbaeh got ol^ or avan 

if 80, she would hare been unable to proceed to England without' 
first undei^goipg a very extensive repair. 

An oiBaer af H.Bf.S. Cleopatra, wtixh was placed in wmiawbat 
aimilHreireuniatsnces to the Pique, says, 

*' Her going on shore has given me great pain, however it is a con- 
solation to think it will prove to tlie world how well your ships take the 
ground* To the best of ray Judgment the Cleopatra never stuck on any 
port hot her keel, at tha'tinie baling ahaat three streaks, and striking 
▼ay heat7 for about tw^ve hours, out of the six and twenty which she 
was on shore x still she appears to have received little or no dsnu^* 

" It is my opinion that had she been a^vessel of the old construction, 
she must have struck on her bilge, which part being considerably 
weaker than her keel, would have made her getting off a doubtful case ; 
alhiwiag tiist she was not billed, it woa]^ stul feqniia a greater j^war 
to heave a vessd groaadiiigen her bilge and keel at the same mne.'* 

Bat it is not only under the trying eireomsbaoaa of thair getting 
ondttfatfaatthalBar«a|«r'*ahipBaliawthair iBiNnMat^ In 
tha haamt galia HfHf ^iaailliar atnin nor work» bof oontnooa* aia 
fiimandaa aolldaa ahloabaf Wood*' Tlia eomaaanding offaar of 
Aa ffiar j^Vea a tataaikaMa iHnatnition af iStnalho^^'flerhft ana 
part of his official report writes ' * 

> 

" To speak now of her strength. When T joined, the heiglit of her 
'tween decks was pointed out to me as an objection, accompanied with 
this observation, ' that in heavy weather she would work ^ this how- 
ever has not been the case $ on tfaecoatrary, she eoatinnss as solid as a. 
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Uoek of wood* lit the late g^et, htTing my spart and Mam nelioni 
■towed amMifcipt,- 1 thou^t to itiingilww her tw flridikip |mmm diovi^ 

ino; tlicm tip, for which purpose, T converted a sprung topmast stiiddinff 
sail bt)()m, and then drove a itancliion under each ; there they retnained 
uncleated during the whole of the bad weather, wtthoat moving a hair's 
1mtli« urUeli HMHthaiM dbowa M It btM oihwfwin Iw ll»ftifth painu 
work. My atteatum was called to thii fact by om of the yimngtrt» a 
WBBidMite ahip ownwt Mr. Tobia, of Halilinu 

It is needless, howeTer, in this place to giye any further extracts 
as the reader will find by the invariable answers returned to the 
Admiralty questions in the following reports, that each of the Sur- 
veyor's ships is described as " strong and well-built/* Thus in 
respect of strongth, as well as of the other great requisites, it b in- 
contestibly proved that not only wra Sir W, Symonds's vesaaU 90!^ 
inferior to tiKMa.ol otiiiegtmaitnttoti^la^ f^thflj4im bom nto- 
oinfidly svlqcMsfeed to Moh aevm tw(^ 

— ""'w ioritT in thiw maiurt to ■hiPB of tiig aid faga of fttMirtraBtiiPn* * 

■ 

l^A^— Eajt EvoLiiTiONt. Iberecan benbdoabtthatitia 
neerjij «a caaential for a Teasel to be quiek inber mbitioaii as it ia 
for her to poaaees apeed, ht frithont ibii lefotiifci^ 9II ^ adfaq- 
tagea that ahe would gain by velocity might be loet by her tardlneaa 

in wesunng or sta3nng. It also frequently happens that a ship is 

placed by circumsLances in such a position tiiat the safety of tiie 
vessel and the lives of the crew may be actually depending on her 
certainty in staying. These cases a^ too well knowu lathe nauti- 
cal reader to requtie explanatiosu .ii 

To be easy in her evolutions, or in other words, to be quick and 
sure in wearing or staying', is unquestionably a requisite ; w iUi- 
out which, notwithstanding all her excellent qualifications, no man- 
cif WM oan be deemed evea efficient! mu^ less perfect. Let ua 
now aee bonrfiur 1^ Syeionda'a shipa ponei a tUa q n a lifwal i o n. 
The iepliBe to tbe^pmiea inAe ofteiil fi^poilrr of tiie anifii^ 
t^.otbir qMKiwi hie abliM.^-^oirdoaa.ebo ift^r. «Ho«r 
doee ibe w«r if' wiftbe fmdinTeridify to bo noefr tuntM^ 
«Verywen»— «anlck»—«Very I4ke a enttiBv"^ 
and answers of this description are attached to these questions in 
every report ; while the official and other letters are equally satis- 
factory. Vice-Admiral Sir Ekiward Owcn in his report of the 
capabilities of the Uueen> saysi 
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" Of the handy working of the Qiieen^ with thiti fair wind, we hare 
had little to obMVTe; knt whiht acanding' <fflr «iid- on, ihw nuwalag «0t 
Gibraltar, she was twice put about undor single-reefed topsails, jpb attd 
sfMtnker (without eourseB)and wm as handj at « pleaaav0-hMt," 

Thtt enptaii ni ikm Yangnard, mifcM 

" I astonished the officers in wearing the ship, and nlthough tha 
Russell is a very handy ship we were always rouiid bc fori' iu r, either in 
tacking or wearing; atn for the Asia df Caledonia, i could have given thvm 
a couple of ^oadaidea in either maniBavre before they could get roimd/' 

Thid master of the AUmou atatea^ that among the otiwr qioalifiim- 
tibnaol thatahip, 

Siie works and aieers like a boat, that is, quicker^and better than 
any ship I evef sailed in." 

One of the lieutcnaiita of the Siien BtfdM of that veaael. 

Siren it whhoM exception the flMtt fet^ f evev fc riw Mi tft# 
carries 10 weeks water, and four months' provisiona for 125 men under 

hatches, works heauiij'ully, always within ten points, and her common 
rate of sailing is 84 knots on a bowline. She has never strained a rope 
yarn^ and tlie running gear we now use is the same we rove in England 
18 months ago. The accoRimodatioa it aplended ftr a brig ; the quarteni 
most roomy, and the'carrie* her t$ e*t. gmia wttfioiit oaupUUiiing ha 
theleaat.!' 

But ]T(>r}iLips the best desicriptioii that can be given of the easi- 
ness witii which the Surveyor's ships work, is that briefly recordedr 
by the commander of the Accirn, who says, that such is her rapidity 
in ataying, tliat she will stay aa &at aa the mepL can go ixam> 
bmoe to brace/' He writes 

**I experieneed die beaisiaat gale I have ever been in a short time 
since in a Mozanbique — I ao^ say a perfect hurricane. We were onl^ 
fifteen miles from the shore when it commrnced. Our sails were blowlk 
to pieces. I never met a finer sea boat, and her working was quite prep 
fecU ^e wiU stay iaat as the m»VL cim go from brace \f> brace." 

nieae and manf etlMr TeptMrts of Hm* Iflm dMolpCimk anrply 
piroTe lhatthtf Sumyoiti sMps posMas^ In an andaeat degree, tbis* 
fiftb and impottant qtudSgcairto n e aa o ' and t^kdalbf in thair evo*' 
hitiona. 

Sixthly — EcoMOMY. This is the last great requisite demanded 
in the construction of our ships of war • and most properly has it 
been so placed, for it must be evident to any reflecting man tfayat 
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increased efficifliu^ in thbfetpeet»aiid not » nwra Mviag in povadi 
thittii^ Slid pence eonetitiitei llie only trne economf. Wkenh is 
eonndered Yum rnnoh mperior In point of speed, ttebility, end 
ennaoMiil^ are the ihipe of Sr W. Qpnonds to thoieof the old 

eoiMtntction ; hoir mudi burger In tonnage and stowage it would 

natumlly have been expected that their actual cost woald have 
been much greater, and the public woald have been prepared to 
recognise as just and economical, an increase of expenditure in pro- 
portion to the increased efHciencf • How much gr^^, therefore, 
are the claims of Sir W. Symonds to the public gratatods when we 
find that these vesseh^ of soeh superior constraotion, are many of 
tiwni abeoloSety olM|Mr tlian the old tnift^liw and nwrii inj HM ir 
-ships^ and diat in no one instanee does the eoat of Ida impme- 
ments bear anyliunglike an adeqnafee proportion to tbehr inoreaaed 
Ma ana euiewuujr. in eiaeria isiatiyB eaaeraen saoie aeeuracoiyy 
-it may be as w^ to compare the cost of some of the vessels of Sir 
W. Symonds with that of ships of other constructors, in their re- 
spective rates. Fortunately the official returns made in conse- 
quence of the motion of Lord Ingestre, in the House of Commons, 
enable me to supply these data on aothority, that oannot be di^ 
poted. 



FIRST CLASS— LINE OF BATTLE SHIPS. 



By SIB W. 8TMONDS. 


By OTHKR OONSTftUCTORS. 


Queen .... iiO 


Tnns. 
306^ 


£ 

83,000 


iioyai VViliiara 120 
}|. Osergs 120 
TkaftlBar 1«0 


Tons. 
269-; 


\ ^ 
89.640 

90.817 

99,Sf7 



Here we find, as regards the Queen, a vessel carrying prapor- 
tiuiiably heavier guns than the old hr.st-rcites, and close upon 4(X) 
tons lai^er; that she actual cost considerably less than either the 
Royal William, St. George, or Trafalgar. In addition to this, the 
Queen has her topsides and other £Mtenings of copper and mixed 
malalbotoiy whilst the old slsasaihips have ifon* This abne makes 
n difaance of abont £$fiOO, wfaioh, in fiur oompariaon muat be 
dedwsted from tlie apparent coat of the Queen, The aame obaer- 
nation appUea to alt liie Surveyor's ships throughout the Tsiiona 
rates. 

S 



Digitized by Google 



SECOND CLASS— LINE OF BATTLE SUX^S. 



By SIR W. SYMONDS. 


By OTHER CONSIKUCTORS. 


Albion 90 

Deduct for Cop- 
per and fliixtd 
Metd Bolts .. 


Tons. 

S08S 

} 


81,349 

5,200 


Rodney •••• 92 
Nile 98 


Tons. 
2598 
2598 


£ 

76,541 
80,074 













The Albion, as an experiment, has been fastened who% with 
copper and mixed metal bolts, instead of traenails and iron bolti^ 
wbidk ineieases lifae expense aboot JBS^SOO 0VW those bstiskm, 
isoiis6^iieiitIy> for compsnsoiii tins wobl tmut be dednstedes aliove* 
Hence, though nearty 600 tons hageri dw eoet ]e« tiuA tiie Rod- 
ney or NHe^ This and sinnlar ftttfei mnatbeialbareiiipfisingto 
those who haire been accustomed to hear and read tibe diai^es, so 
repeatedly made against the Surveyor, of the unexampled extrava- 
gance of his mode of construction. 



THIRD CLASS— LINE OF BATTLE SHIPS. 



By SIR W. SYMONDS. 


By OTHER GONSTBUCIOBa 


Vai^piard 80 
Superb •••• SO 


Tons. 
2589 
2589 


£ 

62,115 


CUurenet 84 
Thondflier.. 84 


Tons. 
2279 
2279 


1 £ 

72,887 

7a,I80 



H pre we find the Surveyor's vessels, upwards of 300 tons beaTier, 
and furnished witli bolts as before mentioned^ cost less by npwaids 
of ;glO,000 than the smaller ships of the old sebooL 



FOURTH CLASS— LINE OF BATTLE SHIPS. 



By SIR W. STMONDS. 


By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 


Cumberland 70 


Tons. 
2195 


£ 

45,025 


Beilerophon 78 
Hfndostan 78 


Tons. 
2056 
2085 


£ 

64,7ii8 



These are %iires which speak lor theinoelray and leqwre no 

comment' on my part. 
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FIFTH CLASS— FRieATBS. 

The official returns from which I quoted, do not give any 
account of the comparative cost in the construction of the first 
daaSy or frigates. There is a statement of the cost of con- 

verting a line of battle into a frigate, by cutting her down, or what 
Is termed rageeinff bar, by whidi it appears that the total eoet of 
bmlding one of Sir W« Symonds* 50-gim frigates is aetoally mueh 
less than that of iiieeiiig the line ci battle ship* 



By SIR W. SYMONDS. 


RAZEEING. 


VCTBdn SO 


Tons. 


£ 

4a,487 


DttUia • . • • 50 


Ton*. 


£ 



SIXTH CLASS— FRIGATES. 

Tbenezt descriptba ol frigates to wludi I shall adverty is the 
SG-gun class* 



By SIR W. SYMONDS. 


By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 


Cambriao ..36 


Tons. 

1622 


£ 

33.001 
33,^89 


Castor .... 3G 
Inconstant . • 36 


Tom. 

1293 
U22 


£ 

29,578 



Here again it will be perceived, that the Pique and Cambrian, 
after deducting the extra expense for their superior fastenings, 
cost no more than the Castor and Inconstant, one upwards of 300 
tons, and the other 200 tons, less than the surveyor's frigates, 
while, as I have pravioiisly shown, they are unable to cany so 
heavy an armament 



SEVENTH CLASS— FRIGATES. 

Perhaps in no class of vessels has there been so great an im- 
provement made ss in the construction of the 26-gon frigates* 
Those who hav^ served in the old donkey" or 2S-gan frigates 
axe pedeeHy aware of ih» totsl ineffimency of those vessels «tfaer 
to fight or rum The pneeent 26-gun frigates, by the Surveyor, are 
able to do both, and are in every respect what their officers 
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describe tihem to be-^perfisct meo-oMrir* Let us now see the 
dtfferenee ia the ezpenoe of building perfect men-of-WMr wid ia- 

efficient ones. 



By THF. SURVrYOIt 


By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 


Veftil • • • • 26 
SpwrtM.... 26 


Tons. 
913 

906 
918 


£ 

21,383 
18 592 
22,627 


Tweed 26 
Vobge ...« 26 


Tons. 

600 
500 
516 


i, 

19.664 

15.942 
18,940 



When the extra amount for the copper and mixed metal fasten- 
ings is deductedj it will be fuund that the Surveyors frigates of this 
class cost about the same sum as those of the other constructors, 
but the armament and tonnage of the two are widely different, as 
I hare already shewn, and g^eaidy in favor of the ahipa constraeled 
by Sir WiUtam Symonds* 



EIGHTH CLASS— CORVETTES. 



By THE 8URVSTOR. 


By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 


Daphne «••• 18 


Tons. 
734 
726 


£ 
14.969 
14,445 


Cbani^oa.. IS 
Ondus •••• 18 


Tom. 
456 
462 


£ 

12,568 
12,867 



The superior qualities of the Dido and Daphne have already 
been adverted to, and their capabilities as men-of-war are so fully 
developed in the following pages, that the reader will be enabled to 
judge whether the Surveyor hae mt lendned tbe coonftiy gieat 
service in producing aoeh vessels^ ao much eupeiior to otlMn ef 
the same class^ while the cost of their eonstraetioii does not exceed 
that of tiie inferbr ships* Here again the Surveyor's ships carry 
a much heavier armament, and in tonnage exceed the. other 
corvettes by nearly 300 t09s« • 
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By THE SURVEYOR. 


By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 








M 




Tmi. I £ 




16 


549 


10.889 


Cruiser 16 


584 


11,086 


Grecian .... 


16 


484 


10,356 


Childers. ... 16 


385 


9.757 


Bittern .... 


16 


484 


9,503 


Daring .... 12 


4^'6 


9,231 


Wanderer . . 


16 


428 


10,284 


M utine .... 12 


428 


9,501 


Rwscf • * • • • • 


le 


481 


8,457 


Otfrey 18 


485 


8,794 




u 


445 


9,ns 


Etpiegle .... 18 


443 


9,788 



Here b enothcr inetance of the etniig that hae aiscrned to the 
oonntry in the oonstmction of our Tesseb of war. The ffiien^by 
the Surveyor, of 949 tone, cost less than the Crdier of only 384 

tons. The inferiority of the Cruizer was fully shewn' in the late 
trial cruiises of the experimental brigs. It will be seen that the 
cost of the Flying Fish, by the Surveyor, and of the Espiegle, the 
production of the united efforts of Messrs. Chatiield, Reid and 
Creuze, is the same. If these gentlemen who have written so 
mudi iiei|ieoting Momsmf In ahip building, have carried their 
pnoept Into pimetio% it vgnea wank in hmm of Sir W« Synunida 
▼bo has oonstnieled a pnperior brig» at the same ooat* When 
I say n snperiorbriit I speak addsedly, for the Flying Fiahj 
has been offidally reported superior to the Espiegle* 



TBKTU CLA88— BRIGS. 

I will only advert to one more class of vessels — the 10-gun brigsy 
and will compfue the cost of construction of the Surveyor's brigs 
of this dasi^ with those known In the service ss the " floating 
soAbs/' . . 



By THE SURVEYOR. 


By OTHER CONSTHUCTORS. 


Booetta .... 


Tons. 

819 

did 


£ 

6,797 
6,510 


Algerino. . . , 
Saracen .... 


Tons. 
231 
228 


£ 
7,062 
8,106 



The foregoing statement speaks for itself. The really efficient, 
safe and serviceable brigs of the Surveyor^ with one-third greater 
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tonnage, actually cost considerably less than the unsafe and in- 
efficient 10-gun brigs of previous construction; so many of which, 
from the want of stability, owing to their mode of build have 
foundered at sea, and thus acquired Ibr the claas tbo mmbri^t, 
alleady namedrr*?' fioatmg coffins/' 

Thus it dearly appears, notirilhstandSng the oatragedasly fiilse 
and eatumnioiis statementi so repeatedly made to the cootraiTt 
that in point of eoonomy, as well in point of every oliher leqmsite 
lor a perfect man-of-war the Surveyor has amply fulfilled allllie 

conditions required, and that his ships are alike superior in **Vblo- 
ciTTf, Stabilitt, Stowage, Strength, Easy Evolutions and 
Economy*' to those with which his personal opponents have so 
invidiously and foolishly challenged comparison. 

I have now completed the task I proposed to myself when I 
commeneed the compilation of the following psges; tikecoUectionj, 
ooUatioOf and analysation of which, have been hir more laborioas 
than I originally contemplated. The great object which I bad in 
view, was to lay before the reader a body of evidence as to fects 
whioh wo«dd enable him to judge for bimselll That I have at least 
accomplished this object, the official and other documents here 
published will SLitisfacturily prove; and to these, rather than to 
any observations which have fallei>from my own pet], I now refer 
as constituting the actual essence and spirit of this publication. 
At first, indeed, I was of opinion that prefatory observations were 
needless, and only calculated to weaken the force of such conclu- 
aive docnments; bat as they grew npon me in nnmber and buUi^ 
it beoune evident that somelbing like an saa]ysi% thongh not con^ 
plete, yet sufficient to give a genend idea of the contents, would be 
nsefol, not only to those whose fimited Idsore might mcoely allow 
a hasty perusal, but also in guiding the researches of those who 
might think the suliject worthy of more elaborate investigation. 
Such an analysis I have therefore endeavoured to present to the 
reader, adopting the points and divisions insisted upon by thoie 
moat hostile to Sir William Symonds. I must, however, in justice 
to that gallant officer, warn my readers that the analysis is £ur from 
oompletet and that they must seek in the following pages for many 
eoRobom^ve an4 detailed pwtioalan, iriiich it was impossible to 
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indade in the preftuM witiKmt eztending it to too greit ■ length. 
I fed well ataored, however, tiiat no impartial man on peraae 
even €b» particulars to which I have already r^erred, without being 
t]iorou;:;lily convinced that in all the great essentials requisite to 
the perfection of our men-of-war, the sliips of Sir Wm. Symonds 
are so infinitely superior to those of the old school as incontestibly 
to establish on the solid basis of fact, the truth of those principles 
of Naval Aichitectare, which he has, for the first tima^ hitrodooad 
into the aomoe, and wfaidi tlmn^h evil and good report he hw 

It was not my object to wiite • tieetiaQ on ship.lnilldiDigi nor 
to pve a detailed aceoont of Uie anoeeiKTe improvemenla effeotad 
hf Sonreyor ; nor to reply to and fefiite eaeh ct.iSb». nany 
allegations, which for some y^rs past have been made against htm 

by the clkjuc to whom I havo referred. It is sufficient to establish 
facts wiUiout tracing these various fictions through all their pro- 
tean transformations. Tlie tree is known by its fruits, and these 
fruits have now been made so manifest that only they who ar& wiU 
fbUy blind can fail to see them, and the often disproved hypotheses 
of the dlqpe may saliBly be left to their own refntation. But 
though any Uboied enquiry into these subjects woold have been 
equally needless and out of place, it was imposnUe altogether to 
pass them over without leaving unexplained the cause of Ihat in« 
veterate and persevering hostility for which the reader would natu- 
rally expect some reason to be u,ssigiied. I have therefore barely 
glanced at them all ; first, giving a brief account of Sir W. SymonJs's 
i^rvices afloat, and of his personal career, and pointing out how 
eminently that career^ joined to the bent of his own enquiring mind^ 
fitted him for the pursuits in which he has since been engaged ; 
and have also alluded to the dreomstanoes which particulaily 
directed his attention to the prindples of oonaferuetion wiudi he 
haa carried out with audi admirable eflfoet On the other hand» I 
was bound, in some measnrey to indicate the causes cf the hostility 
by which Sir W. Symonds has been so condnually assailed. Over- 
weening conceit exposed, and ignorant vanity mortified, ^te ahvays 
bitter and reckless in their revenge 5 but, when mercenary jealousy 
also mingles with such motives, there are few extravagancies to 
which these malignant passions will not lead their unhappy victims. 
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ISo tamilo tniopimllte iKdft oC tlie<pMlan» however, it-it g>«tij^» 
ingto iadliow-aiMy^ Sir W.fiynondi iMf been upheld liy Ibe 

Admiralty authoritijBs of sucoessive and opposite political govern^ 
ments, as well as by the geu/eral voice of the profession, of which 
he no undistinguished member. To many distinguished ship- 
wnights in Ihis oeuntry ie also due the praise of a geoe^os Hfipce-. 
eialieii,^ hie priiielptoe of Naval Architectuiey avd o£ m earnest 
eoiiavnim to ttof fkitmfw Nor 
ought I hei» to e«iit eomo mentum of the ajtoiwhilft andeordkl 
meaner in which heheaheensnppoited by E4ye, ^eeftstant 
SmreyoFy whose skill aad experience are too well established to 
require any comment. Nor wai» it the least ple&sing portion of 
myself- imposed task, after referring in terms of strong, Irat just^ 
censure to certain membra of the defunct School of Naval Archi- 
tecture, to pcunt out the existence of many honourable eioeption% 
from Hie woifcs of two of whom I deemed it not imqipropriete to 
make nriber eileiieiv«^|«trtioiifc -i'lnioeeliiiolBtmiii ektrly imve 
thttt the imnei^ of ^cmeCraetioii lad down bfsSk W% fi^eade 
ere to peifte^eeiNiildiiieeirith ttangMWft wnlftio ewthoiiiMi. 

The assertion so oHen made that the aflieiicc which producad the 

best ships was anti-scientific, is in itself sufficiently absurd ; but 
Messrs. Major and Allen have gone farther, and have established, 
beyond aU controversy, that at the very spring head of the stream 
whencse thie ^^diiiae pretend to drive their boasted science^ the 
pihuaiikB carried into effect by Sir W. Symonde eperkle elciMread 
pone) and whttit ,the dhive^ with obhqoii^ of eje and pervwted • 
taeteynfaae-to drink tiiMnfteb«% they eleo eadeaTonr to meddy 
tim atream to thet oHiani may he nmihte to dieecm Iho puri^ of 
its fountain watera. 

It may be thought by some, that in refemug to these dockyard 
libeUerSy I have either spoken of them too heoUy^ or given more 
importanoe to their cenames than they deaenred* But few are 
awaie of eDOtent to' whi^-the dog^midl^waiftte they hare 
wAged, haa «otna% been easried. T9iey aoon tand'tiictr ebaurd 
eaitioiwoa earned their own refittatioii^ and ihnt their oomplaints of 
personal slight were treated with the contempt due to the m Lum- 
bers of an arrogant, useless^ and too richly endowed establishment* 



Dig'itized by 



ReduciMl, therefore, to their natiirfil level of overpaid mechanics, 
tkey common (red their attacks in a different manner. Since then, 
nol a vessel has been boilt, not an order giren by the Snnreyor 
iiUdt Im« not odM fwlii ipom time i&subovdinitit wahuBMattm, 
m^ pKnmiMikn w tftft mmt ^wing; iiMimiiliiiiii tenoit anKg^ 
mmkmddihBiamm; uMMioodi te AM 9RMR1 Itat fam^ 
ginatioii of man eodd dBvlss. Into tins mufim' it gOPfWUMMt 
officer, in iStk» Ingh podtiflnrof 8)r W. Symonds, ODQld not eoiidrt- 
endy enter ; but there can be no doubt that the incessant and un- 
contradicted repetition of these falsehoods and ealamiiies, have had 
the effect of misleading some highly honounLl)le men, who, should 
they peruse the following pages, will be surprised to hnd how 
grossly they hare been imposed upon, and whose generous spirit 
will at oiMB lead akem indignantif to-deno«noeliioi»iiy whom thoy 
hara Imbk m osnnianihr doooiviodj 

I could, had I cfaoMi* hten tnuaedthe rmimam HQptilo throv^ 
aU iti almiy^ obMm and toctmoiia palib% bnt is vM» lawge 
to pQe Vfm haai an aoonnrahftadbo^y of £Mt4p\rkuk wlulat 
ihey onudi the slanderer for ever, form in themaeLw the most 
enduring ncaxd of the tew of the unjiistly shndersd* 

I wish not to claim for Sir W, Symonds higher or greater praise 
than he deserves. I do not pretend that he has carried the art of 
ship Iiuilding to the point where improvement stops. I will not even 
claim for him the merit of a discoverer | but he has been at least the 
first who has detected and fxgtmd tiie errors of SMdem timf — 
the first tO'Ofolvis tiie purer prindpliss of sneieot scienoe^andprae- 
tieaUj to wpfikf timse ptineipJes on a sosle of socb magnfeade, 
sompiehenaiteness and effiolttioy^sswifl plaoe him as a ih ip wii ght 
fur beyond any predeoessor or oontempomy^ and transmit his name 
toposterity as l3ie Tivrmmw of N«pd AieUtootnmi the gnat 
Reformer of our naval marine. 

Like the mighty ])rototype to whom we have compared him, he 
also has heen bitterly assailed by those wiiose errors he has exposed; 
whose creed he has overthrown, and whose mischievous inilucuce he 
has destroyed. But the petty pefsonslitias of these ephemeral in- 

lecto will ipeediiy pass away, and they themselves be oonsigQed to 

h 
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ix. 



merited obliyion. Whereas to long as a British navy shall float on the 
waters, so long will the fame of Sir W. Symonds endure : and 
amidst the conflicts of the elements, or tlic deadly storm of battle, 
the ge&iaa which has coaatructed ships capable of grappling with 
emergencies and omooming difficulties and dangers which have 
been heretdbie insuniioitDtablie^ will long be vemflmbeied with ii 

To the profession^ to which his sword in war and the energies of 
his mind in peaoe have alike been dpoted^ may safely be left the 
defence of bis present and posthumous fame. Nobly have the 
members of that profession vindicated the fonner; as nobly I 
doubt not will they uphold the latter.. 

Longy however, may Bit Symonds lite to enjoy his weQ- 
earned honors ; and when the stem decree of fate shall terminate 

his useful career ; — on the proudest battle ship of iiis construction 
be inscribed this appropriate epitaph. 

Si monumentiim lefiiiriay dvenm^oe." 



t 
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H.M.S. QUEEN. 



A. RqKirt of die sailiDg wad oUior qualite ol tliu flbipyvMMier- 
tained under YsilDixi ciicnniiitHTiceg^ And firom strict obwrratiiiii^ 
'Itetv^Mn tiie i«t of Jainittryi 1842> and the 1st of Janiuxy^ IS48. 



The draught of water which was cstiiiuited by the con- 



dnetor to be iNti trtot 



aiilingtrimt 



33 ft^et, 4 in* fittward. 
24 4 aft. 



^fbenke of hat maits from htr petpendicular? 



Hie maoaasary (^uuntity imii bdlHt Sue Imt 
The qoaatlty of water the atowt t 
Bar diani^t nt water, wUfa ea nraeh 



94 0 
24 7 aft. 
Foremast in* in a£rtfa* 

Mainmast „ 
Mizen-nuwt „ „ 



94feat,3ftin.lbrwanL 
iff 0 aft. 



Tin baagU of bet ported wlieit lUly stewad with 
and pioviaioaa . . • * foremost 8 

Midahip a 

Aftermost 7 
How many days of the following articles can she coti- 
Vfomitly stow for her complement of men if rrovisions 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Goals 

On Lower Deck 6 gvna. 98 

94 as 

MiddleI>eok 4 68 



H 

5 
6 



Howaimedt 



MaittDaok 82 
Quarter Deck 12 
2 

Foreoaatfe 6 



Oaaa die tida aeqr at her anehora ? 



32 

32 
32 
32 

Vary aaqr. 



6ft cwt 

86 

68 

86 

42 

28 

46 

46 
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H.M.8. QUBBN. 



n 



Rvmarkal^ stiff. 



The incliiiatioii of die ddpi. 

Ihider ftormy etityeiub OK tiyeeflif 
do. and nuialop sail f 
do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . 
,1 treble reefed topsails and courses t 

double reefed topsails and U^-gallant aailai 
Under all sail, pxrept royals . . • 
„ do, when just able to carry royals . 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Rather low, being too much immersed. At 
this time she had 1,200 men ou board, with extra quantity of stores for tlie fleet. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea I Remarkably easy. 
Does she pitch easy f Yeiy easy.* 

la she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? A Mmaikably easy ship. 
How doea ake, in general, cany her hdmf Raflier alack. 
Howdoeadieateert Raflievhairdinaaeftway. 
How doea she atay t TeEy welL 
How doea aha wearf Veiy wdL 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared witb otlier tbipnf Yeiy weafiwrly. 

How does she behave lying to ? No trial. 

She has mn per hoiu by the log, with as much wind 

as she could safely carry this sail tO « • • 

Qose hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or siagle reefed topsails and tq^ 

gallant sails. . . « 
Under double reeted topsails . • 
Close hauled with a head »ea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 



Under doae leeftd topaafla and eomna. 
Wind on Ae beam : 

Under doae reefed tajpaaOa and c eiua s a * 

Under treble vedM topaaili and couraei. 

Under double reefed topaaila and topgallant 
sails. • • • a 

In moderate weather nnaUe to oanry xoyala, 

Do. with all sail aeti ... 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 
and studding sails. 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. • . . . . 

Befiare the wind: 

Inagde. - . 

In moditate weather, witii all sail aet. 
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HovdoM BhewndfaiAhnivygalet No trial. 

What u her belt point of adUngf Not tnflldmit trial, but aufpooed on • wind. 

ComparatiTe rate of aiuliiig mAi other ih^af No regular trial, but ihowa 
oecaskmal superiority under the same sul. 

Is she generally speaking, a well- built and strong ahip^ or does she show any 
fymptoms of weakness f AemarkaUy stronn^ shows no symptoms of weaknesa. 

Remarks.— Since the arrival of the Queen at Malta, from England, 20 tons of 
ballast have been dii^charged out of the after liold, as it was supposod, the ship 
was too much immersed, and it was renuirkablc that in tlie recent cruize, her 
Stability wau not m tlie least affected as she became light in tlie water, having 
returned into the port lightened by the consumption of Provisions and Wa^* 
tsr, 139 tons* 

Signed. H. K. HEKRY, Cabvair. 
G. C« BOWERS, MAif IB. 
T. BARNARD, Cabpbhtxb. 
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H.M.S. QUEEN. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observations^ 
between the 24th of Aphl, 1844, and the lOth of July, 1844. 

The dnught of water whieh wm eedmaled by the eon- 
■truetmr to be die beet trim ? S3 Ibet, 4 ui. forward. 

94 4 aft 
Hie draught of water, found on trial to be hmr beet 
aafltogtrimt .... 24 0 finwaid. 

24 7 aft. 
Improving aashclighlened 

Therake of berinastsfrani apetpendiciilar? Foremost 2i in. in a iath. 

Mainmast 3^ n 
Mizen-mast 5 „ 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her? 66| tons now on board, 

but she would have suf- 
ficient stability with leas. 
The quantity of water she stows / 466 torn. 

Her draught of water with as much provisions and 
atorea aa ahe can conveniently stow? . Not tried. 

Hie height of her ports, when fully atowed widi atoMa 
andpraviaioiiaf Foremost SIbet, Tin. 

Midship 7 0 
Aftermoet 8 3 
with 3 montfao proviuona. 
How many daya of the following artidea can ahe con- 
veniendy atow for her complement of men ? Plrovisions, 

Bread». Abont rac mimtha* 
Spirtta Twdvo montba. 
Water 03 di^ 
Coal» 2S7 daya. 
How armed f • • On Lower Deck 6 gims. 68 poimdera. 65 ewt» 

24 32 56 
Middle Deck 4 68 66 
26 32 56 



Digrtized by Google 



HJi.8. «UUN. 5 

How armed? . . Main Deck 32 guns. ^2]pmuim. 42e»t. 

Quarter Deck 12 32 25 
2 32 46 
ForecnutTe 6 32 44 

Does die ride easy at her aitchorii Easy. 
Tlw fiwilhittinyi of the tbitpi 

Uadiretormy staysuIsortijMibf • Not triad. 

M dob ond maiiiCoii laB f 



n 



dn. do. andiMMUmMllt 



Under d ooo d wofad top— flg and c o uina t 



douUe fMAd topaaib Md jop^aMnl— M 6 

Under all suil except niTtlit • • • 9 » 
„ do. wlien just able to carry royals ? . 4 „ 

How does the eanjr bar 1m porta. Aon Imt fvaat ila^ily lilgkar tkaa oiMr 

ships of her class. 

Does she roll rasy ur mieasyiii trougbof the sea 1% 

Does she pitch easy ? f ^**iI!5*SISLS5^ 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? '* 

How does she steer? In fine weather easy, hut ratlu r Imrd witli soiy sea. 

How does she general carry her helm? A weather, when m trim. 

How does she stay ? Qdek. 

How doMiho wear t Qdek. 

Isahe vaallMrljr or loewwdly oompand with odiar alufaf Mot mffiaiantljr 



How doea die bdum Ipag tot Not auffidintlj triad. 

She baa ran bj dM leg widi aa mndi iriiid aa iha codd iaIUy MOiy tUa 

doaa hanlad wiA iukooth water : 

Uiidsr whdla or ling^ faaftd topiailaand top- 

gaiDaataalla . 9kiM«i^6ftrflNaib 

Under double reefed topaaib • .7 6 

Close hauled witli a head sea : 

Urtdrr dmihle reeled topsoils and top-gallant sails? Not tried. 
Wind oti tlie beam : 

I nder close reefed topsails and cmirses . Not tried. 
I lulrr treble reefed do. do. . , Not tried* 

Uudtr Juubie reefed topsails and top-gallant- 

saiU ISkMli 

Li modwata weather tmsMe to cany royals , 13 0 
Do. with aU set .11 4 

Wind on the quarter: 

In a gale Not Cried. 

Under dotdde losAd topaaOaytop-gdlaiit salLi 

• . . Not tried* 
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Wiad on tlie quarter : 

In moderate weatliar, wiA njab and ttadding 

sails . . • . .10 knots, 0 fatboim. 

Before the Wind: 

In a gale ..... Not tried* 

In moderate weather, with rojals and studding 

Mils. ..... 10 0 

How does she scud in a lieavy galef No liiaL 

WhatislierbestpoiDtof ssiUiig? Windsbeam. 

Compflntive tate of suHng with other dhips ? No triaL 

Is slie generally speaking, a well-built and strong dl^ or does she show 
aiqr symptoms of weakness? The tiial she has had ia not aiiffirient to £bnn a 
T^ort 

BaMABjiSi^-*Ho Affinnenoo in snhetanoe Aem fttm e r lepetl. 

Signed. CIIARI FS SULLIVAN, Caftaw. 
P. ][ [5IN(;ham, Commanbbk. 
CHAS. BELLAMY, Mastxb. 
B. WHITE, Cabpshtbr. 
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A Report of lihe sailing and other qnaKlies of tins 81itp, 

tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the ist of January^ 1844^ and the 31stof December, 1844. 

The draught of water which was ettiwated by fcbeoon* 
Btnictor to be die b«»t trim 2 • • • 23 &et, 0 in. forward, 

24 0 aft. 

Tlie drau!,'ht of water i'ouud on trial to be her best 

sailing truu i . . . . . . 23 0 forward. 

24 2 aft. 

TherakcoflisriiiaitsfrQiinapcrpeni^ciilar? Fflvmit fin. uaftidi. 

IfiMBHOMift ]| „ 

The Mccssary quantity of iroii ballast for hai f 30 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows? 414 (OIM, 

Her draught of water, with as much provirioiis and 
stons as she aan conveniently stow? , , 23 feet, 5 in. forward. 

24 7 aft. 
The height of her porUi when fiUly stowed with 
stores and provisions. . . Foremost 

Midship 6 6 
Aftermost 

How many days of tfie following artute eanshacan- 
ymakn^ stow Ibr her complement of laen f PkovSaioii% 



Howaimedf 



Bread 


6 months* 




Spixili 


9 


» 




Water 


9 


n 




Coals 


S 


n 




On Lower Deck 4 gym. 


68 pounden* 


65 


28 




32 


56 


Main Deck 6 




68 


65 


26 




32 


56 


Quarter Deck 2 




68 


56 


16 




32 


42 


forecastle 8 




32 


42 
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B.M. ALBIOir, 



Does <»ho ride easy at her aiielion? Very May. 
Tlic iiK;liii/iti(!Ti of the ship. 

Under atormy staysaik or tryaaila ? . S d^[reei. 

„ and maintop sail ? . . . „ 

u do. and re«fed foretail ? . . . 3§ n 
Under dcwe reefed top»aiU aud courses ! 4 n 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses 
„ double reefed topiail» and topgallant Mila? 4 to 5 
Under an Mil except royals? . . 8|to4 

I, vbMijiietebleto earry royab? . 3 „ 

How does she carry her lee porta? Very walL 

Doee aha idl easy or iineaay In the trough of the sea? She roQa quidE, noi 
uneasy. 

Dooa she pitch easy ? Vefy eaay bideed. 

laahegenenUyipeakii^attaaayormiaaqrahip? Eaay* though quiek in her 

motions. 

How does she, in general, carry her helm ? ^ to | and 1 turn a weather. 
How doc^ she Htccr off the wind? With three months proviaionsiy very eaay* 

How does she stay Z Like a cutter. 
How does she wear? Very quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ships? Very weatherly. 
How dot^i she behave lying to Very well. 
She has run bytliakg, wUli aa much wind as she 
ootdd safely carry tUa mA to. 
Gkaa banled tiidi amooA water: 

Under vbole or aingle laafbd lopaaila and top* 

gallant aaiia 8 knolaS ftdmna. 

Under double realbd topaaOi. . 10 „ S „ 

doeed hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reeled topaafla and tep-gaUanft 

sails. *7ffi^>r 
Under close reefed topaaihi and conraea Not tried. 

Wind the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 

Under treble do. do. . 12 „ 4 „ 

Under double reeled topsails (without top- 
gallant sails.) . . . 13 „ 0 „ 
In naoder^ waattwt nniUe to carry royak. 11 „ % „ 
Do^ vith all aifl eat. . 11 „ « „ 
Wind on the qutfter : 

Ina^aki. * 12 „ 0 „ 

Undtt dctthla taalbd topaaili»loprgd]intnB% 

and atudding aaOa Nefmtried. 
In moderate weaAar with loynia and itndding 

• ■ . > • 10 if 0 
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Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . .11 knuL»0 fathonw. 

In moderate weather Wiih all sail st t. , 10 „ 6 „ 

How doea she scud in a heavy gale ? Very vrell. 
What is her best point of sailing ? Wind abeam. 
Cnnparative nto of sailing with otW t Very superior. 
It lilt gtninllj ipeakin£^ a wdMndlt anil itrong ship, or doet ilw dioir mj 
flymptonu of weaknew f V eiy strong. 

Signed. NIC HOLAS LOCKYER, Captain. 

WILLIAM W. CHAMBERS, ComiANDBB. 
SAM. 6. J. NORTHCOTB, Mastbk. 
W. SEWfiLL, Carpbvtbb. 



c 
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A Report ol the suliiig and other qiulitiea of this SMp, aeoer* 
tained under various drcumataDcea, and from atriet dbaervalioii^ 
between the Ist of January^ 1840> and the 1st of Apri], 1840« 

The draught of water which was estiinated by the oon- 
Btruetortobe theboittrim! 28 ftel^ 3 in* ftrwavd. 

24 0 aft 

Tli«dr4N^1it of water, femid on ttial to be her beet 
■aOiiig Irimr ..... 22 8 fetward* 

The nko of b«r matte from her pefpendieular? Foremaet iiulasfiilb 

Mainmast 1, 1*5 „ 
Misen-maatd „ 

The necemary quantity of iron ballast for her t 70 ton§. 

The quantitv of water she stx)ws . . . 400 toOS. 

Her draiight of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stuw ? . . • Has never had on hoard at 

much provisions as she 
couid stow. 

The height of her ports, when hdly stowed witli stores 
aud provisions t . . . . foremost 8 1 

Midship 7 7i 
Aftermost 8 6 
Hbvmiiiy days oftboftOowiag artidetoan ih« Mi^ 
Teniendy etov ihr ber complement of men! nrorinni 168 

BtMd 168 
SpiriCs 886 

Coale J 

How amiedt On Lower Deck 30 guns. 32 ponwlire. 56 ewft. 

Main Deck 28 32 40 
Quarter Deck 16 88 40 
Forecaatle 6 32 40 
Does she ride easy at her anchora t . • Very easy. 
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Tilt indiiMtum of the tUp^ 



Under stormy staysails or trysails? 


Notttied. 


II do. an rl maintop sail ?. . . 


Stoddcgreet. 


„ do. and reefed foresail ? * 


do. 


II close reefed topsails and courses? . 


do. ,1 


f, treble reefed topsails and courses? 


do. ft 


II double reefed tofnaila and top-gallant 




sails? .... 


6 to 7 It 


11 ull sail, except royals ? 


do. „ 


,, do. when just able to carry royals? 


do. I, 


H s she carry her lee ports ? High and dry 





II 0^ 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Remarkably easy. 
Does she pitch easy? Very easy. 

Is she geucraUy speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? A remarkably easy 8hip« 

How does she, in general, carry her hehu ? Half a turn a weather. 

How does she steer? Very easy. 

How does iko •Cay f Very well, under dl olveiiiiMSaiusoi* 

How dooi die wear t Very qniek and diort 

It die weallierly or leewaidly compared widi oAer aldpa t Very weadierly» 
How doee die beliaTc lying to ? No old. 
Sheliaa rdn per boiir %y the log^ widi as nindi wind 
ii ahe ooidd lafily earry this aaS to. . 
Cloaed haded widi imoodi water : 

Under whdo or dngle reefed topaaile and top* 

gaUantsaUa. .... 8 knots 6 Ikthoma. 
u double reefed topiafls. • • S „ 0 „ 

widun 5 points of the wind« 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. .... 4 6 
„ close reefed topsails and courses. . 6 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. » 10 
treble reefed topsails and coiurses. . 10 
double reefed topsails and top gallant 

sails. . .12 

In moderate weiUher unable to carry royals. 12 
IKwilhdlaaaaat . * .13 

Wind on die quarter t 

In a gale. • . • * « Not tried. 
Under double redfed topsails, top-gaUaat sails 

and studding sails. . 12 ,| 6 

In nraderate weedier widi royals and studding 



$t 



0 
0 

6 
6 

0 
0 
0 



M 
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n 

»» 
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H«lf.t» TANQUABB* 



Before the wind : 

Inagal*. . * . . . Notkied. 

In in«4«nftt vradwr, wilh «]! tail aet. 12 knots 6 ftduNns. 

How doM the tend fn alteavy galeT NotdaL 
WhfttisbflrlMslpobtof Milbgf Onawind. 

Comparathre tata of lailuig vi^ ollMr afa^t Gieat advantaga orar all odiar 
•h^ A» fan yet tHod widL 
la aha gennaUy apeakhig, a well-built and ationg abip^ or do«a abe ahow any 

symptoms of weakness? A we^l-bu«lt and strong ship, stowing bar complament^ 
with two inchea additional to the usual allowance for each seaman, giMt aaae ; 
and is, in comparison with other ahipfl, ranarkaUe aliti^ and* in orarj raapae^ 

a most superior man of war. 

Arniainent ? Is not so heavy, the ship is ftilly capable of bearing, and would 
carry with esse 6R pounder guua throughout on the lower deck, and longer g;un8 on 
the main and upper decks. 

VenUlatioD t Good, but would recommend more scuttles in fore cock-pit, and 
three (^a aida in liha hraad rooni. 

AoeonunodatMmt Good. 

Store roomaf Aa atpreaent fitted, are roomy and cQOTenient 

Stiowago of alorea, proviaona, coaI% fto. ! Ample; <ibe eoal hola at preaent i» 
oanaidmbly laiger dtan Toquirad; a atore room each aide might be oonTeniently 
qiprapriated, for the Carpenter'a and Boatawain'a heavy atorea f 

Ballaatt Sufficient; no diminution, unless armament incneaaed, then to dimi^ 
nish according to the extra weight of guns, shot and powder. 

Masts, yards, and sails ? As at present established, gives great stability. 

Whether uneaqr at sea? Very easy at ae% and works less than ahipa of her 
class. 

Coinparatire sailing i Great advantage in all points of sailinj^ with every ship 
she has tried with? 

Signed. THOS. FELLOWES, CAVTAlir. 

FRED. HUTTON. Commandek. 
C. M. M. WRIGHT, SbniorLibut. 
W. G. B. ESrrOUT, «nd. LiBDT. 
WM. MILLER, MAavBR. 
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A Report of the sailing and otlier qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and fiorn strict ubservation, 
between the Ist of J anuary> IMS, and the dthof August, 1843. 

The draught of water which was eftinuUed by the eon* 
8tniotortobetlwb«sltrim! . . . 23 feet, 3 iu. fonrard. 

24 0 aft. 

The draught of water found on trial to be her bett 
■ailing trim t j, • . . . .128 forward. 

23 1 aft. 
The ralce of her inaats from a perpendicular ? Foremast 

Mainmast 

MiSMMIlMt 

Hie neeaaauy quantity of iron baUait ftr herf 70 tow. 
Th« qnaatifejrclwitar Bhestowaf d60timi. 
Her dcaqght of water, idllli as nnidi pnyduons and 
•torn aa die can coiiTffiienliy itov? , 28 fbe^ 5 in. Ibmafd. 

25 lO^aft. 

The height of her peile when My alowed with 
etacee end pcovkions. • Foremoet 8 9| 

Midahip 7 5 
Aftermost 7 10 
How many days of the following nrticlcs can she con- x 
veuiently stow for her complement of men. ^ Provisions, J Stowe her TnnfuioBM 

Bread (^^'^y '^•"t h«»ing bad 
Spirits Vrixmontha en board, he- 
Water \ '^^^ ^ qaukHtty for tiie 



Coda 



'Fket 



Hew armed? . On Lower Deek 8 guns. 68 pounden. 05 ewt* 





22 


32 


56 


* Main Deek 


4 


68 


65 




24 


32 


50 


QoMterDeek 


14 


32 


42 


Fereeaitle 


8 


32 


42 


Doea die ride easy at lier anehont 




Very eaay. 
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Theid«liBctiaQ «f the Mp, 

Under iloimy ilqraiilf w trywib f 
„ do. aadnuiiotap mO! 
„ do. da and leefed fanwtilf 
Under doM reeftd topMili and eoQfsei 7 



f Very ttUT under e«il« 

double reeftd to|iedli end ti»p-^Il«ait tails 



„ treble reefed topeafla and Gonnesf | 



Under all aail, except royals . • . | 
„ do. wliett just able to carry royab • / 

How does she carry her lee ports ? High and dry. 

Does i^he roll caay or uneasy in the trough of the seat Easy but deep, 

Di»i a she pitch easy? Very easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy< 

How does she, in geueral, carry her helm ? Hall' a turn a weather. 

How does she steer ? Very easy. 

How doaa die itayf Very weO, under aO eixeumilatteei* 

How does ebe wear? Very quick and short 

Im ahe wealiherly or laewardly eonqpared wtth odier aUiief RenuurkaUy 
weaAaily. ^ 
How doet ahe behave lying to? Well* 
She haa run per hour hy tihe leg^ wiA aa mueh wbd 

as she could safely carry this tail lo • • . 
Cloae hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or ain^ reefed topeails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 8 knots, 4 fathomat 
Under double ree£sd tqpeaila . • . 9 „ 0 ,, 

Within 5 points of the wind. 

Close hauled with a head aca: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
aaila . • • • • 
Under eloM veeAd Copeaib and counee. 
Wind on Aa beam: 

Undmr eloee raelbd topeailB and eounea. 
Under teeUe veeftd topeaila and oonnn. 
Under doaUa reefed topeaila and top-gallant 
aaiU. . • . . • 
In moderate weaker unaUo to cany rojab. 
Do. with all sail aet .... 13 knot% 0 fathoms* 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reeled topsails, top -gallant sails 

and studding sails. . . . , 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sriIb* • • • • • 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . • . * • 
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iittfure tiie wind : 

In moderate weather, with ail tail set. . 13 knoti 0 fathom*. 
How duet she scud in « heavy gale t No triaL 
What is her best pointof lafling ? Upon a wind. 

ConqpinliTe rate of Mtting with <rt]ier ships ? Superiw to all ottflr di^ •§ 
yet tailad widi. 

la dia genarallj wfeMag, a wvlMmilt and •trang tiiip, or doaa aha^ihow any 
■ynptaBM of vealoieHif A «dl4Nult and itFoiif ahip^ dMnring no iymptonu of 
wttikaim. BomaAahlyrtataiidinayeiypawihIa wipoci^ a moat iiyoikrBMifc 
of war; atovi^g Iwr oontplemaotof man, irith H vch aMitianil loom to aaeh 
laaman, to whidi ia Aa onial aDdiwaaea. 

Signed. DAVID DUNN, Cavtaht. 

FRED. HUTTON, Comitandbiu 
R. THOMPSON, Master. 
W. PIDDETT, CAttP£iiXEE. 
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A Report of iStte sailing and other qualities of fSbSa Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observations, 
between the 1st of January 1836j and the 1st of January^ 1837* 



The ilranglitof water vUeh WW «itiinaledbrdw eoife- 
«tnietDrtobe«lMlimttriint 29 feet, in. fimnad. 

21 11 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her beet 
aailtng trim! ..... 

• 

The rake of her matte from a peipefidiettkr ? ForemoBt in. in a fath. 

Mainmast „ 
Mizeu-mast ^ „ 

The necewary ^oantitjr of iron ballaat for her ? 30 tone. 

The qpantit7 of water abeilowif S54teBB. 

Her draught of water with as mneh providmie and 

etoteaaaehe ean eonTeniendyetow? 20 feel, II mch. Ibmid. 

S3 „ 2 » aft. 

The height of her portii when ftilljritawed with stores 

andpranmme? . . . ForemoAt 10 feet, |6in. 

Midship 9 6 
Afterniest 9 11 
How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 168 

Bread 168 
Sprits 324 



Coab 

How aimed T * On MainDedt 28 guns. 32 poondm. 56 cwt 

Quarter Deok Id 82 <0 
FoiecaallA 6 32 SO 
Doea she ride easy at her anehoiif Veiy 
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Hie iucliuAtion of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysaOa t • « 
,t do. tnd maSntop wilt 
M do. do. tadcMlbdftNtailt 
Under flloM neftd topaaflt ind oottViM f 
M tveUe Mofed topMdls and Munett 
„ doid)IoiMfMtopMaa«idtop-gaI]aataailit 
Under aD aaO, except Toyde • 

,, do. when just able to carry royals . 
How does she cany her lee ports ? Well out of the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneaijjf in tlw trongb of the aea t £aey« 
Does she pitch easy i Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 

f I ow (lui's she, in general, carry her helm f Hall' a turn a weather. 

How does she steer? [Easy. 

How does she stay ? Quick. 

How doee die weert Quick. 

la ahe weatiierly or leewardly compared witii odier sUpa! Waatlmrljr. 
fiovdoaaahebaiuKre lying to r NotriaL 
She has nm ^ hum by tiie log^ with aa mueh wind 
4»dia flodd aafilyeanylUa aail to • 
CSoie haidad wifli noodk water ; 

Under whde or ain|^ neftd tofealia and to^ 

gallant saib. . . .10 knoti^ 

Under double reefed topsailt . • • 10 „ ^ 
doae hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-g«Uant 

sail.<« . . . 9 i« 4 

Under cloae reefed topsails and courses. « 
Vind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 

Under treble reefed ti^sails and courses. 

Under doaUe raaftd tapN0a and top-gallant 



In modaiato wotdiir nnafala to cany lojala. 
Dawi&aUiailaet. .... 
Wind on the fawter j 

Under douUo reefed tagutOM, top^gellant aalb 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with rofala and studding 

s&ils* # » • « • 

fiefore the wind : 

In a gale . . 1 13 o 

Tn moderat€ weather. . . ,J 

ilow does she scud in a heavy gale i No trial. 

D 
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What is her bent point of sailing ? Upon a wind. 
CnT^ipnrative rato of sailing with other ships? Superior. 

Is !»1r- geiiorallv speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? See appears strongly fastened, but owing to tin- unsea- 
soned wood of which she was partly constructed, several tunbers and the binding 
atvealBiare lNidtydft(4cdirtait1ie dryTotinihe hoUi andlmaidvooiii. 

EsMAmia* Have landed 25 toni cf ballast^ by which we flunk Ae ahip'i sailing 
in 'Bght'winda will be fmprored. Owing to <he reduclioii df mast, yards and 

sails, at Sheemess, in 1834, the ship does not feel her present establishment of 
sail until going above 7 knots either on or off the wind, in the way she did befinre 
tiie alteratioa was made to the the new system of niasttag ships. 

Signed. JOHN MC'KfiRLIE, Cmjuat. 
M. BRAD8HAW, MAsnv. 
JOSEPH MBAR, CAHFiiraiR. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship aacer* 

tained under various circuiiistini rs, aiul from strict observations, 
between 6th of November, and the 3 1st of December, 184L 



The draught of water which was estimated by the eon- 
ktnictor to W the bett trim t ... Iset, io. forward. 

aft. 

Tlu> draught of water, foand on trial to be her best 
sailing trim i ^ . . . . . forward. 

aft 

The rake of her maats from her perpendicular . Foremast 1} in. in a&A* 

Mainmast 2| 
MkeQma8t4 „ 
TliA naceiMury quantity of inn bsDait Ibvhert 80 tooi. 
The qvftntity of water ih»tto«nf . 278 tons. 

Her dreni^t of wateri wiA as nnieh provinons and 
•toiesaaahecaneoiiTeiiientlyatoiwf . SOUmI, 2in.lbmrd» 

21 10 aft. 
The hdght olher port^ when Ibll^ stowed wifli stores 
•ad praffh&msf . . Foremost II j[ 

Midship 10 1 
Aftermo-;t 10 9 
How many days of the foUowinj^ articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men .' Provisions 5 months. 

Bread 6 „ 
SpiritH 6 „ 
VV iiler 108 days. 
Coals 6 months 
How annedt . . Ifain Deck 6 gims. 68 potmdecs. 65 cwt. 

22 32 56 
Qaarter Deek 16 32 45 
Forecastle 6 32 45 
Doee she tide easy at her anchors ? Never tried in a gale. 
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> At«DSf«MgofiNHi8 to 6 



The ineUiiate oftk^ ddp: 

0nder ilonny staysaOs flt tsjuAtf 
M tlld maintop <Mitl? . • 
„ do. and re«fed forecafl? . 
Under close reefed topsails and 

treble reefed topsails and conrws? 
double rrefed topsails and top^iUaatuflsf 
Under all sail except royalR ? 
„ when just able to carry royals ? 
How do«s she carry her lee ports? Well. 
Does she roll ea^y or uneasy m the trough of the tea? £a8y. 
Does she pitch easy ? Deep, but easy. 
It the generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
Hot dMt the, in general, carry her hdmf Two'tpolm toluilf nlnmftmllMr. 
when deepi but wlieo Ughl^ iniidships. 
How doM ihe otoer Y Baqr* 
How doM ihe itay Y Well. 
How doM tho woir? WelL 

Ii dio weiAeily or Iaiwi>dly» dompored with odier ihlpof Nov«r 

How does she behave Ijring tof No triid. 
She has nm by the log, with M 
could safely carry Una tail to. ... 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single l«ef«d topsaik and top- 
gallant sails . . .10 knots 0 iathoma* 



Under doubb- reefed topsails. • . 


10 


t* 


4 


If 


Closed hauled with a iiead sea : 










Under double reefed topsails and top-gaiiant 










sails. ..... 


8 


»» 


0 


*> 


Undov iloM Mciid topidlt and connM 


6 


w 


0 


w 


Wind on tiie betm : 










Under doee reeliBd topmOe ind eomee. 


11 


n 


0 


1* 


Under treble do. do. 


10 


n 




n 


Under donUe reofed topMib end top-gallant 












10 




4 


n 


In moderate weaAer nnaible to oarry reyak. 


10 


» 


4 


\r 


Do. with aU wQ eat. 


10 


ft 


4 


%* 


Wind on the quarter : 










In a gale. .... 


11 


n 


4 


n 


Under double reefed topeailay top-gallant aailiy 










and studding sails 


10 


n 


4 


if 


In oioderate weather with royals and studding 










S&lls* a • a • • 


10 


M 


0 


it 


Before the wind : 












0 


»i 


u 
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In moderate wratbpr .... 9 loMte 4 fathoms 

How does she scud in a a heavy iinh ? No trial. 
What is her best point of sailing i Upon a wind. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Never tried. 
Is she generally speakingj a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? WelMraBt hat voiln im Uowii^ wettha. 

Signed. WILLIAM WALPOLE, Camaik. 
O. DOWERS, Mawbr. 
N. GIBSON, CAwiinnA. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer-^ 
tained under ▼arious cdrcumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the 1st of January, 1842, and the Ist of January, 18434 

The dnnight of water which wm ettSmated by the con- 



•mictor to be tite best trim ? 


0 feety 0 in. finrward. 




0 0 aft. 


The dnmght of water , found on trial to be her b 


eet 


nilin^trim? . . . « . 


. 0 0 ibtward. 


• 


0 0 aft 



The rake of her ttiaeti from her perpendicukr? Foremast Ifin. inafiikth 

Mainmast 2| „ 
Mizen-mast 4^ ft » 

The nccc^'ary quantity of iron biiilast for her Z 30 tons. 
The quantity of water she stowp ? . . 216 tons* 

Her draught uf water, with aa much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . .20 feet, 2 in. ibrwardt 

21 10 aft 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with itorae 
sad piovinoni* • . . Focemoet 11 

Midihip 10 II 
AftennoetlO 9 
How many days of die foUowmg artielei eatt die con- 
veniendy etowferhet eouplementof men? pRmdmit 6 noiidii* 

Bread 6 „ 
Spirits 6 „ 
Water 108 days. 
Coals 6 months. 
Uow armed? . . Main Beck 6 guns. 68 pounders. 65 c« 

22 32 56 
Quarter Deck 16 32 45 

Forecastle 6 32 46 

Does she nde easy at her anchors ? Never tried in a gale with sea. 
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Ou aa average 3 lo 5 



Hie incHnaliiin of Uie sliq^. 

Under iloiiayfteTMib or teyMibt . 

„ do. end veafbd Ibresail ? 

„ cUwe re^d topsails and courses ? 
treble reefed topsails ;uul cuuraos ? 

„ double reefed topMik and tc^-gaUani 
sails? . . • 

„ all sail, ex < ( p • royals ? 

„ do. when juat able to carry royals? 
How does she carry her let* ports ? Well. 
Doas she roll easy or uneasy in tho trough of the sea ? Eaity. 
Does she pitch easy ? Deep, but easy. 
Is dM gwwrally speakmg, an easy or uneasy ship! Eai^. 
How does ahei in general, cany berlielinf TVofpokeotof atani awoitlMr 
wlun deep^ but vImii ]%Iit omidih^. 
How doot she ateerf Eaiy* 
HoirdoMsbeitayr WdL 
How dooi she we«rf WeB. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared witfi other ifaipa ? Keror tried* 
How does die behave lying to ? No tiriaL 
She has run per hour by the log, with as mnch wind 
as she could eafely carry this sail to. , • • 

Closed haiilefl vrith smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. . . .10 knots 0 fathoms. 

double reefed topsailii. . . 10 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under dooUe neM topwOi and top^^gijlMit 

sails. ..... 8 

M doaeraalbd topaafla end ouuiaes. 6 
Wind on the boon : 

Under eloae reefed to|iaeile and ooiiiaes. . 11 «, 0 
f, treble ree£sd topsaib and courses. • 10 4 
„ doable leeftd tepeeOe end top-geHant 

Sdls. • • 10 jf 4 ,y 

In moderate weather onaMe to eanpf veyala. 10 » 4 „ 

Do. ^vith a!l sail set. . • . , 9 n 4 „ 

Wind on the quarter 

Under (loubi i c < fed topsailsi top-gallant sails 

and i^tudding sails. . . .10 

in moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . .10 

Balorathevnid: 

^legale ..... 



»» " M 



W " « 
tt 0 „ 



It 

M 



W ^ l» 



» ^ M 



I* 
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HmrdowilwwidinalieMry gilef Nolrid. 

What k bar bMtpoiiitof sailing r Vfanawllid. 

Conpantifa late of tailiiig «i«h otli«r iUpft KavarlM* 

li aha geiMnllj apeaking, a walMHuit and ilMHig Atf, <at d«M tha duiw any 
■ynploina of waaknan? A itill4i«llt Alp^lwtyaitafa M* »i i | g waatfiarin flia 
watarwaya* 

Signed. W. WALPOLE, Calais. 
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A RqKvrt of the sailing and other qpJitiesof thia 8hip» asoeru 
taJned under various curctunstancesy and from strict observatioii} 

between the 10th of August, 1837, and the 1st of January^ 1838. 

Tlie dsai^tof water which was estimated by the con- 
•teactovtobe theberttrim? . 19 fe^ 3 in. forward* 

29 3 aft. 

TIm dzan^t of water fimad on trial to be b«r beet 
oailii^trinif • 19 6 

20 9 alt 
The rake of bar inagts from bar peipflodieiilarT Forenutt 

Mainmaaft 



The necessary quantity of iron ballast for h« ? None. 

The quantity of water she stows ? 140 toni. 

Her dmiight of water, with as much prorisiona and 

atorea as she can couveuieutly atowf , * 19 fe^t, 6 in. forward. 

20 6aft 

The heitjlit of her porU when Mly stowed with 

stores and provisions. . . Foremost 9 2 

Midship 8 6 

Afkermoat 9 11 

Howmany days of tho foOowiag artidaa can aba con- 

wenienllyatowforbflrcompleniantof meni Fkoriakms, i ^^"^ ^""^ 

■^g^ f bread room, all other 

Spirila ^apeciet of provisions 
Water 
Coals 

How axmad? . Main Deek 22 guna. 92 ponadeta. 59 cwt> 

QnartarDoek 10 32 40 
ForeoaUlo 4 92 40 

Does ahe ride easy at her anchora? Veiy eaqr. 

E 



seven months under 
hatches. 
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The inclination of the ship : \ A» proof of her great 

UBder ..o^y ...y.,n. „r ,,v,..iU ' . H>f X., » ^^^^ ^ 

„ do. and maintop sail ? . /H.M.S. Wcllesley, Picjue 

„ do. do. and rt clVd fore sail? . I carrying whole topaails, 

TT J 1 J r 1 » 1 1 o \ courses, and royali; and 

under closed reeled topsaiJs tinu courses : /u i- i ^„ j„ 

* /heeling only seven de- 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? Igrees, when that ship was 

„ douUereered topuOa and top -gallant sails ? V^e eling fourteen degrees, 
n m n ^ 1 a Iwith oiily double reefed 

Und«r all .an except royalBt . . 1,^^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

„ do. when jnat aUe tp carry royala t y jiuidi as ahe oonld cany. 
How does she cany her lee poacti. Very Ugh. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in tiie tron^ of the sea t Fiurtienlaily easy. 
Ooia she pitch easy? Very easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? A TCty easy slup. 
Hoyt d^^s she, in genera], carry her helm? Alw^yi ft jpod weather hebo* 

Uow does she steer? Remarkably well. 

How does slic stay ? Always sure, and very quick. 

How does she wear Do. do. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Very weatheily* 
How does she behave lying to? No trial. 
She has run per hoiu: by the log with as much wind 
as she could safely carry* this sail to. . 
Ckoe haided wifli amootih water : 

Under whole or single ree&d topsaiband top-> 

gaOantsafls . 9 knots, 0 ftdiania. 

Under douUereefiBdtopeaila .0 6 

dose hauled with a head sea ! 

Under douUe reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? .... 
Under close reefisd topeails and oonxsea 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under trebK' reefed do. do. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant- 

sails .... 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the qaartesr : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 
and studding sails * 
In moderate weallwr with royala and atndding 



Before the irind: 

In a gale • • • • 

In moderate weather. 
How does ahe send in a heavy gale ^ No trial. 



Digitized by Google 



17 



What is lier best point of sailing ? In my opinion, on a wind, blowing. 

Comparative rate of sailing witl) other ships? Beat the Independence, Ame- 
rican frigate, l^niilea dead to windward in two hours, and H.M.S. Wellesley, with 
Ac wind quarterly 4^ miles in two houn, the Ftque having royaLs and top-gallanc 
Bfllli more tiwn the Wdledey. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and ijtrong ship, or does she ahow any 
symptoms of weakness ? In my opinion, a very strong built ship, carrying her 
heavy amament with great ease, and not ahowiBg leaiA weakneii in any pari 
of her; and I am latbfied eould carry tvonuwegima oatiwinaindedt, andtwo 
on the quarter deck widunit feelmg iSbem, 

Remarks. Durixig the time I have commanded her I have pressed her hard 
against a heavy head sea, and find her ascaSsN' a ship as any I have ever served in, 
without her buwaprita and mast working in the least. Indeed ihe appears to me a 
first-rate man-of-war, posseaaing great strength, capacity and extraordinary 
atability. 

Signed, EDWARD BOXBaBL; Caivjsik. 
W» MARTIN, BfAsns. 
JAS. SUTTON, Caepsmtzb, 
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H.M.8. PIQUE. 



A Bepoort of the aaifiiig and oAier qwdiliM ill iStd» Ship, aaooi^ 
tniMd under yariou^ circumstances, and from strict obwi'VHlions 

between the 1st of January and the 1st of January, lb4i. 



The draught of water which WM flUiaMtodliy Ae«oii- 
atructor to be the best trim ? 19 feet, 3 in. forward. 

20 3 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 

tailing trim? .... 19 6 forward. 

20 6 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendioilar ? Foremost in. iu a fath. 



Mainmast 



»» »» 



The neeanary quantity of Iron IkaUaat Ibr lier ? None 

The quantity of water ebeetowst 140 tone. 

Her dxanght of watn with ae muoh provleloiii and 

etoreaae ehe can oonvenienliy etowf li^ feet, 6 inch, forward. 

20 „ 6 „ aft. 

The heiglit of herpMrts, whenfuily stowed with stores 
and provisions ... Foremost 9 feet, 2 in. 

Midship 8 6 
Aftermost 6 11 
How muiy days of the following articles can she con- 
▼enientljretow for her complement of men t ProTin<me, 186 

Bread 182 
Spirita 198 
Water 
Coala 

Hovemodf . OnlfamDoek 4 gnus. 68 pooBden. 6tt evt 

18 32 §B 

Quarter Deck lU 32 40 

Forecastle 4 32 40 
Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Very 
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.With gnat slaliilitj. 



TlMineliitttknorilntliip. ] 
Dndcf ilamy itafialb or tiyMlkf 

n do> uidBiaiiitopaailf 

n do. do. aadntftdliniwilt 
Under doM McAd topatSi and eoonw f 

•» treble reefed topieale and coureeit 

„ double reefed topcdb aad top-gdlaat — »t« f 
Under all sail, except royals ... 

„ do. when just able to carry royals , 
How does she cnrry licr lee ports ? Very high. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the lea? Remarkably easy & quick 

Does ?hc pitch easy ? Ver\- easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? A very easy ship. 
How does she, in general, cairy her helni ? Always a good weathffi helm. 
How doca ilw steer ? Remarkably well and easy. 
How does die stay t Always sure aud very quick. 
How doee she weart Always sore and very quiek. 

Isaheweatlierlyorleewaidlj eompand with ote ridpat Very WMrtiMiljr. 
How does she behave lying tot Steady and easy. 
Shehaaranperhofirby ihekg^ m nmeh wind 
aa ahe could safely cany tfaia aail to . 
Qoae hauled with smooth water: 

Under whole or sing^ le^bd topeaik and tof- 

g allant sails 9 knots, 6 fathems. 

Under double reefed topsails . . , 9 „ 6 „ 
Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails . . . . 8 „ 4 „ 

Under close reeled topsails and oouxaes. . 8 „ 0 „ 
Wfaidonthebeam: 

Under otose reefed topsails and coiurses. 
Under treUe reefed topsails and oonrses. 
Under donUe reefed topaaila and top-gallant 
sails. . • . , . 
In moderate weather nnsUe to carry royals. 
Do. with an sail set. .... 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed t<^aaib) top'galhttit sailB 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. . . , , , 

Before the wind: 

In a gale. . . . , 

In moderate weather. . . . 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? No trial. 
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What IB her best point of Miliiig? On a vind blowinf ttrong . 
Compumtive rate of laiUng witik other di^ t mi ^wyiaOB i iy uit* 
It ahe generally speaking, a %vc11 -built and itwg ih^ or don aho ahov 
any ajmptoma of arcakneait Vui* jaevkm wpatt> 

BavAaK*. ShahaaheentEfadia aeveral galea of yiinB, and ridaa very easy aft 
heranohora. DnringtiiolitfeavMgdie of whidintfaeBayof Acn^ widi anioat 
Cremandoua ae^in wldeh I waa oompeQed to cat away her maata to aave her from 
going onahon^ haTbgloat two bowery <nieapaie and one atream anchor, aha rode 
portioohnly eaay, not il^ping any waler through the hawM hoka or hardly 
throwmg any aptay over the fetecastle — and rolUug Utliaif not even wettiii!g the 
main deck ; and having experienced her qnalitiee in all weathen and en aareaal 
trying oeecaioni^ I ooniider her perfiDCt in ereiy reapeot, 

Signed. EDWARD BOXER, Captain. 
W. MAKTYN, Mastbr. 
JAMES SUTTON, Carpenter. 
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H.M.S. PIQUE. 

A Report of the saOing and other qualities of tiiis Ship, aieer- 
tained imdef varioTui circumstaiioefl, and from strict obMnrvatioii) 

between the 1st of January, 1843, and the 1st of January, 1844. 

The druugiit ui' water which w«us estiittaXed by ti)e cou- 
structor to be the best trim? 19 feet, 3 in. forward. 

20 a ait. 

The draught of water, fouiid on trial to be her belli 
HHingtnmY ..... 19 6 ferward. 

90 6 aft. 

The rahe of her maito from Ifceg petytdiflnkr f Pufimirt 4in.iaajMk 

The tMOemry qaautity of inm baUail fiir her t Neae, stands remarkably 

▼ell up to her aaila. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . . 162 tone* 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 

stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 19 fe«t,, 9 in. forward. 

20 10 at't. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 

end providooB.? .... Fonmoet 9 6 

Midship 8 9 

AftenncMl 9 3 

How many days of the Ibllowiiig artielee Q«a she eon- 

vedeady stow for her compleiamit of hmo? PtpTiiiooi 112 

Bread 112 

Si^ta 113 

Water 76 

Coals 110 

Howarmed? . . On Maw Deck 4 guns. 68 pwindtrs. 65 owt» 

18 32 56 
Quarter Deck 10 32 40 

Forecastle 4 32 40 

Docs dhe l idf easy at her .lachoi'S ? No opportunity of trying, uut aaid by her 
former officers to ride very easy. 
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The inclination of the ship: 

Under stonny staysails or trysails? . 6 or 7 degrees. 

,, do. and maintop sail f . . 8 9 

„ do. do. and reefed foresail I . S „ 0 „ 
Und«r dote TMfed topsails and couxMt! 8»0 „ 

„ treUAieefedtopnils andcoiirmst 3 i, 0 „ 

tt doable reeftd topaaila and top-gaUant 

MBat * • T „ 0 M 

Undorattaail, ezaepkitffab. f tt ^ 

ti do. whenjuatablotoeaciy-Myfllaf 6 m 0 „ 
How does she cany bar laa yorts ? High. 

Doaa ahe roll eaajr or imeaay in the trough of the aaa? Deep and qiiifik» hot 

easy. 

Does she pitch easy ? Deep, but ensy. 
Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Carries a good weather helm, ex- 
cept in light whids. 

How does she steer ? Well* 

How doaa Aa atay ? Quiek and wall. 

How doea she wear? Qubk. 

Is ahe weatiherly or leewardly oomparad with olher ih^ t Very waathaily. 
Haw does she holianra lying to? Bamaikably wdL 
She haa nm par hour hy Ae log^ wilih aa mndi wind 
aa she ooiddaaftly catty thia Bail tow , 
Qoaa hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topeaib and top> 

gallant sails. .... 8 knots 0 fothama. 

Under double reefed topsaila, , . S „ 0 ,f 

Cloae hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . 6 „ 4 I, 

Under clo«e reefed topsails and courses. . Not tried. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under dose redM topsailB and oonrsea. 11 „ 0 „ 

Under treUe reefed topaaOa and conrsea. . 11 „ 0 „ 

Under douUa reaftd topaafla and top-gallant 

uSHm, . . . . . 10 „ 0 M 

In moderate weather nnaUe to carry royda. 10 „ 0 „ 

Do. withallsaJlaet 9 „ 0 „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

• Under double reefed topaails, top-gallant aaila 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. 0 « • • » t 7 tf ^ tf 
Before the wind : 

In a gale .... * 
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How ioM the lendinftbMvy giikf NotriiL 
Wliat b Imt liert pdnt of Mflbg r 
Componlive nte tiwtSiSng vith other Aip» f N«t tried. 
Im the g«ierally speaking, a well-built and itraog tluf, a doM the dimr mj 
■ymptonu «f weaknoM t A well-biiilt atrong ahip. 

BBKAftta.*^Itirin be aaen on leftimiee to hat nfKnl^ titat du iniiiibar of knala 
ahelia8iiinper]MwrliBglao]«r0eMwaatai*rted| iibkv^wMh^Mtm- 
vonadliy t]i« lypiiotltafii^liad Aanffldtntqiiantitf of alocw 
m bar to bniig bar to bar praper trin^ and abvto W bolte 

iSSgiud. MONTAGU STOFFORD, Camuim, 
J. IfDOUOALL, SnnoE toBT. 
O. FUMBR, Mmha. 
J. QUICK, Cawmrib, 
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A Keport of the sailiag and other qualities of this Ship ascer- 
tained under various circiimstaiices^ and from strict observations, 
between Ist of January, 1834, and die Istofjanuarf, 1835. 

The draught of water which wm wtfanated hy the eon- 
itraetortobe Iheheitteun? • , 16 Ibel^ 0 in. ibrwiid. 

17 0 alt 

The dnmght of water, foimd on trial to ha har beat 
tailing ttim? • . . 15 9 forward. 

17 9 aft. 

The rake of her masti from her perpendiciiiar . Foremaat in.inafiMih. 

Mainmast jy 
Mlzenmast „ 
The necessary quantity of iron ballaii for her ? 30 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . .80 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . .15 feet, 1 1 in. forward. 

17 8 aft 
The height of lier ports, wh^n fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . Foremost 7 4| 

Midship 6 2| 
AAennoit 6 6i 
How many days of the following artieleacan ahe con- 
veniently atow for her complement of men ? Provinons 

Bread 
Spintft 
Water 
Coals 

How armed! . Main Deck 18 gims. 82 pounders. 40 cwt. 

Quarter Deck 6 32 25 
Forecastle 2 12 

Does she ride easy at her anchors,? . Not tried. 



Four months under 
hatches. 
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Remarkably stiff. 



Hie inclinatiini cf the ihipt 

Under rtonny staysails or trysails ? 
„ and maintcqp sail? . 

y, do. and reefed ibrcsail ? 
Undor doee reefed topsails and coutses? . 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses? 
,, double reefed topsail!; andtop-gallant sails? 
Under ail sail except royals? . ♦ 
when just ablr to carry royals ? 
How tld.^ she can y her loe port.« ? Well out ot the Water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Quicic and deep, but 
very easy. 

Does she pitch easy t Easy. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Very easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm f A little a weather* 
How does she steer f Renutricably well. 
How does she stay f Very quick. 
How does she wear! Very quiek. 

Is she wcailli«rl7 or ktwonUy, compared witii other ships? Very wcatherly. 
How does she behave lying to? Exceedingly well* 
She has run per hour by the kg, wi& as munh wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . . • 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top* 

gallant sails . . .10 knots 2 fathoms. 

Under double reefed topsails, . • 9 ft ^ n 

Closed hauled with a head sea : 

Under duuuk reefed top&ails and top-gitUant 

sails. . . • 0 ,, 0 

Under close reefed topsails and courses . (t 0 
Wmd on the beam t 

Under doee reefed topsails and courses. * 0 „ 0 „ 
Under treble do. do. • 0 0 „ 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

saib. . . 0 0 I, 

In modoate weather unable to carry royals. 0 0 
Do. with all sail set. • . 0 0 i, 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topaailS| top-gaUantsailS} 

and studding sails . . . 0 0 ,| 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . * 13 0 M 
Before the wind ; 

In a frale. . . . . • >. 0 „ 

In moderate weather . . . . 11 „ 0 „ 
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How does the scud in a a heavy gale ? No trial. 

What is btf beat point of tailing! Two pointo abaft tha beanii or on tha 

quarter. 

Comparative rate of soiling with other ships? Superior on every point of 
tailing to all she has tried with. 

Is she gtiuerally speaking, a weil-buiit and strong ship, or does she show^uuy 
symptoms of weakness t Wdlrhuilt and very strong. 

JUmaeu.— The above statement it fbunded om trial of tafliBg with &e Endy- 
mion, Fovta, Challenger, Sapphire, Wasp, and Yietor. Tht moat wir>ible 
tnptrioiily of tlie Yoitil over tbem til wat oifthe wMt which atema to be bar 
belt point Cloae hanled, the wealhwed and Ibreraaehad on diem alL Her 
woakeat point it in Hjj^t winda af^Jnat a head urn, bnt eren in ikm, die ia 
fiiperior to other vessala. ^ce ihe last report, she haa beaten the Raeer 
aloop veiy lemarkably in light winds; and, the Belvidern and Sapphire, in 
separate triab, by the wind, blowing fresh. She also proved herself in a gde 
of wind, with a heavy sea off Bermuda, to be the beat sea boa^ ^aad woet 
eaay and weathariy ship that any offioer on board had erer aecn. 

Sigmd. W. JONES, Captaw. 

JOHN YULE, Massib. 
SAM. HOAR» CAtmtM^ 
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H.M.S. VESTAL. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation, 
between the ist of Jaauary, 183^ aod the ist of January^ Ld37« 

Tlie draught of w vliidi wa« eatimated by tha 





ittrittt Mfto^Oin. 






17 0 


aft. 


The draught of wi 


liar, fimoAoi loal .«» be hnr boat 








forward. 




17 W 


aft. 


The rake of her maata from her pexpendkular if Foremast 


in. ill a iatii 




Mainmast 


T »» 




Mizen-uia»t 


l> »» 



The necessaiy quantity of iron ballast ftr bcr ? SO toea* 
Hm quantify of mtor the ilomf . Wtmi. 
Her dMOglit of water, wtth aa inueb fWfimoM and 
atone aa ahe oan cenveidenlily stow! . M ftet, 11 m. ferward. 

17 8 oft. 

TIm hdgbt of h«r pBrtii» wbonlUlfolneedivUb oloteo 
OBd prmdiieiii. . . Foremoat 7 41 

MkWnp 6 24 
Aftermost 6 6| 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently . stow fioir her complement of men ? Provisions 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 

How anoodt . * Main Deck 18 gima. 32 ponndeci. 40ewt. 

Quarter Deck 6 83 26 
Foxecaaae S 12 0 

Does aba zUo aaay «l her ancbon t Not tried. 



Poor montba under 
batehai. 
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H.M^. VKtTAL. 



t* 



n 



RcmarkAbly ttiff. 



Th« indinitum of tli^ 

Under ttmrmy itayiaOt or tryiaik f . 
dow and majntop lul ?. 
do. and reefed JbrcMil t 
doee reefed topsails and courseef 
treble reefed topsails and cminee ? 
double reefed topsafla and top-gallant 

eaibf 
all saili except royals? 
„ do. when just able to carry rovals ? j 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well out of the water. 
Does she roTl ea^y or nnoasy in the frowgh of the ?o;i ? Quick and deep^ but 
very 9aay in the motion and does not Jerk or strain the rigging. 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easy. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Vtry easy. 
How does she, in freneral, carry her helm? A little a weather* 
How dotjs she steer ? Tloinarkably welL 
How does she stay ? Very ([uick. 
How does she wear f Veiy qui^ 

la aha weatherly or leewardly compared wifli odier ships ! Very weatheriy. 
How does ahe behave lying tof Exeeedingly wdL 
She has ran per hour by liie kf, wilh as mueh wind 
aa she could safdy cany this sail to. . 
dosad hauled with aooeth water : 

Undcv whole of augle reefed topseila and top* 
gallant sails. 
„ double reefed topsails. . 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sailB. . . . . • 0 

„ close reefed topsails and courses. • 0 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsaiiii and courses. . 0 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses. . 0 
„ double reefed topaails and top gallant 

safls. .... 0 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 0 
Do. wiih all sail set. .... 0 

Wind on die fuarter : 

Under double reefed topsaOs, top*ga1Uuit saila 

and studding saQs 
In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . .13 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. ..... 

In moderate weather. • , .11 



10 knots 3 fethoms. 
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How does the tcud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 

What it h«r belt point of iaOing I Two points abaft the beam or on fihe 

quarter. 

Comparative rate of sailing witli other ships '! Superior. 

Is she generally speakinr^. a well built and strong ship, or does she tihow au/ 
ajtnptoius of weakness 'i Well-built and very strong* 

Remakks. — In former reports, I have stated at large, my opinion of the sailing 
tjiialilies of the Vestiil, as compared with those of other ships. The experience 
of the last twelve months has confirmed and strengthened that opinion. It is 
with a view uf showing the utiitly ui l\m biiip as a vessel of war, that the follow- 
ing abstract of her services during the year 1836, i« respectfully submitted 

Ailer being docked and rehttud at Sheeniess in January, the Vestal returned 
to her station in the West Indies, at Barb idots, 4th March. 

April 14th. Conveyed the Governor, Sir Lionel Smith and his ilaanily firom 
Barbadoes to Grenada. 

April, 26th. Embarked at Barbadoes the 14lh regiment, consisting of 412 
ofHcpfe, men, and followers, with their heavy baggage, and landed them at St. 

Christ ;>p}ier's on the 28th. 

May, ist. Embarked at St Kitt's the 67th regiment, consisting of 422 
officers, men, and followen, with their be»vy baggage* and landed them at 

Demerara on the 10th. 

May, 14th« Embarked at Demerara the 80di regiment, consisting of 472 
officers, men, ndfoUowen, with tbeir ba gg age * a nd lan de d them on tbe 17th at 
Barbadoes. 

By these removals of troops, much valuable thn^ and a heavy expeose in 
tranipwts, wen saved U> tbe Grown. 

In the bcgiunlQg of Jnnef the Vestal was employed on ft taiideu to St. 
Thomas and Fort Ricot by which 35 Negro Biitidt sulfjects wen redeemed from 
alaveiy. 

Angust, SOth. LeAHali&xtocruiMeffGnnada, where, on Sept flOdi eap> 
twed tbe Nsgrinha, • Portuguese aehooiMr* widt mcttgo of 886 aUvee. 

Sept astih. Captured die B mpf e ia , Spanish Brigantin^ with n eaigo ef 484 
alavee. Alao* on the eame day* eqitoxed tha FhamXf Fortuguea Brigantine» 
witfi « oeigo of 484 daTee, beiqg a total wltUn e%ht days* of three Hut sailing 
▼esaels, and 1*284 alsires. 

The above statement ia respeetfiaUy made with xeferenee to the Veetal'a 
^lalities* as an eiperimental ah^ and to ptove that die has been e^ual to 
dntiee of the staftiaii during peaee. 

Hcf sailhig as a eruiser ageinst the slave md^ her capac^y finr carrjdng 
troops and the cetority widi which she oodd bring an imposing appeamaee* 
wbecever the protectimt ef British intcnsts nquired it^ have all been shown 
within tiie last year. 
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H.11.8. VB8TAL. 



I have only to add my rMpcctfiil opinion, that while thin ihip performs the 
duties of peace at less, or not greater expense than foimev built vessels of her 
tonnage, a Tery small addition to her complement of men, would suffice to give 
her fomidaUe efficiency for all the poiposee of war. 



STtgned, W. JONES. CArxAiir. 
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H.M.S. VESTAL. 



A Report of the avUng and oIlMr qoaUtiesof this Ship, 
tained under wioiui circiiiii8tanoe8» and from itrict obaervalioii^ 
between Hie lit of January^ 1887> and the 85th of Sept, 1837* 



the con-* 

■buetortob* diebettbrimf 16 lee^ 0 in. forward. 

17 0 aft. 

The dmight of walar toumi «d trial tolia bar bait 
aaiHiig tzimf . . 15 7 fbrward* 

17 9 aft. 
Iliaiakaof bar maati from harpeipandicvlart Fmremast 

Mainmast 
Mi2eii-ma«t 

Tte necessary qiiaTitit\ of iron ballast for her? HO tons. 
The quantity of \s i;ti r she stows? . 8U tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisiona and 
stores as she can conveniently stow / . . 15 ieet, 11 in. forward. 

17 8 aft. 

Tha bai|^ of bar porta wban ftiUy itowad with 
ateeaaandpioflHoaa. Foreinoat 7 4^ 

Midibip 6 2^ 
Aftatmoal 6 6| 
How many daya of <ba Mowing artidaa aan aha oon- 
TOBiniflyatovfBrberaonaplainantof floanf Provisions, 

Bread 

Spirite ^"2d*y«. 

Water 
Coals 

Howarmad? • . Main Deck 18 guns. 32 pounder3. 40 cwt' 

Quarter Deck « 32 Ma 
Forecastle 2 32 40 

Does she nde ea«y at her anchors? . Very easy. 

O 
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HJI.t. TBfTAL. 



The inelinatiMi of the shipb 

Under ttamj ftejialU or tvyiaUt ? . . 
„ do. and maintop tdlt 

„ do. do. and reefed fomailf 
Under dose reefed topsails and oounes f . ^ RemarkaWy stiC 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ douhK' recfc^d tupsuiU and top-gallant Mils? 
Under all sail, except royals . . . 
do. w hen just ;)ble to carry royals 
liiiw (lot's she t arry litT lee ports ? Well out of tlie water. 
Duis sliu roll eaay or uneasy in the trough ot the sea? Very easy, and doe» 
not jerk or strain the rigging. 
Dooa she piteh easy f Easy. 

li she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ahip? Very oaay* 
How duet the, in general, carry her heim I A little a weather. 
How does she steer t Very easy. 

How does she stay ? Qnick. In smooth water shoots very much to windward* 
How does she wear? Quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardiy compared with other ships t Veiy weatherly. 
How does she behave lying tof Exceedingly well. 
She lias nin per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 

t'^allant s;:;ls. .... 10 knots 4 fathoms. 

Under tiouble reei't d ttjpsuii.i. * . 9 ,| 0 

Close hauled wiili a head st-.i : 

Under douMc riefed topsaik and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . . 7 „ 4 „ 

Under close reefed topsaihi and courses. fl „ 4 „ 

Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses.- 9 4 

Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 10 0 „ 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . H tt 0 tt 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 11 » 6 „ 
Do. with all sail set 10 „ 0 „ 

Wind on the quarter : * 

In a gale. . 13 ,f 0 ,r 

Under double reefed topsails, t(q[»-gaUant sails 

and studdinfj sails. . . . 12 4 » 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. • . . . 11 ^ 4 I, 

Before the wind ; 

In a gale . . . . . 10 ,, 6 „ 

In moderate weather. . . . 10 0 ,, 
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How does she scud in a heavy gale? Very well. 

What ii her bett point of aafling? Two points abaft the beam or on th« 
quarter. 

Comparative rate of eaOing wi^ oAer ehtps t Supetiiv. 
Ifl the generally speaking, a wdMniflt and strong ship, or does she shov 
any symptoms of weakness ? Wdl^huilt and Y&y strong. 

Remarks. — In former reports, the instonoes have been enumerated in which the 

Vestal's qualities have been tried in comparison with those of other ships 
Nothing has since occurred, toinduro any chanjj-e of opinion, or to turnish new 
data for remark. The Vestal is now paid oH at the end of more than lour years, 
with the same lower masts, topmasts, and bowsprit, with which she wms oh- 
ginaily fitted. 

Signed, W. JfONES, Gamau. 

£. D. L. CANNON, Ssmoa Liiux. 
JOHN YULE, Mamtbju 
JAS. CARTER, Cahpsktsk. 



H.M.S. CLEOPATRA. 



A "Rqwit of die sailing and odier qinlitiaB of thia Sfaipy aaoep- 
tained under Taiioaa oircamataDoea^ and from stfieC observation, 
between tbe 12tih of August, 18d5, and fbe fiOth of Kor.^ 18S8. 

Tlie drauglu ot wator whicU was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? 0 feet, 0 iu. forward. 

0 0 aft. 

The drMight of water, found on trial to be h«r b«sk 
lafling tzim! ..... 00 fiurvard. 

0 0 tft. 

rake «f her mute froon her perpendicular t Foranuet 1| in* ia a fltti . 

Sf 
4| 

Theneeeieaiy quanti^of iiwiballMlfbr Iwrt tona. 
The quantity of water ilieitowi? . 78 tona. 

Her draught of vater, with as much proviaioiia and 
atoreaaaahecan oonYeniently atow? 16Cm^ 0 in. forward. 

17 10| aft. 
The height of her porta, when fiilljalonired with stores 
and provisions ? .... Foremost 7 8^ 

Midship 6 6 
Aftermost 6 4 
Hnw iriiny days of the following articles can she con- 
venieutij stow for her complement of men.' Provisions 112 

Bread 84 
Spirita 140 
Wttter 98 
Coala 112 

How annedt . On Main Deck 18 guna. 32 ponndan. 40 e« - 

QnartcrDeefc 6 82 2S 
Foreeaade 2 82 40 

Doeaiheride eaay atheraneboiaf Veiyea^. 
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The inclination of the ship : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 

do. and maintop sail ? , 
„ do. do. and reefed fore sail ? . 
Under closed reefed topsails and courses? 
,1 treble reefed topsails and courses f 

double reefed tophciiltj and top-gallant saiU 
Under all sail except royak I 
„ do. wlien tUe td carry royali f 
How doM the cany hu be ports. WtD out of tibo vitir. 
Does ibe idl MiyormMij ttflMrtrat^ of tho Mat tlnick, Irat Tory easy. 
Dow the pitch eny T Emy wTwm iiirtinwmwl wUT> nilli 
lo Aft genciwlly i|mlrfng> way orw u M j ili^f Eoy. 
Howdo«a«hc^iagm«niVoiny]ierhofanf A Htflo a wwattun 
How does she ctecrf Voiy well. 
How does she stay? Very quickly. 
How doet she wear ? Very quicUjr« 

Is she weatherly or leewurdly compared with other di^t Voiy woatfuurly* 
How does she behave lying to? Very well. 
She has run per hour by the log with at much wind 
as ahe could safely carry tliis sail to. . • , 

Close hauled with smootli water : 

ijuder whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails . . . 11 knots, 0 fathoms. 
Under doable iM&dtopMik . 11 0 
Clow haaled with « hood im: 



Under dooblo ndM topiaib and tap-^dlaiit 



aaOat . . . . . 


8 


0 


Usdat flkwe ladbd topaalla and oomaat 


8 


0 








Under close reefed topsails and oowaes. 


12 


0 


Under trehle reefed do. do. 


12 


0 


Under doidile reefed topsails and topgallant- 






HAlls • • • • • 


11 


6 


In moderate weather unable to cany royab . 


11 


0 


Do. with all sail set. • . 


10 


6 


Wind on the quarter : 






\ll i^iilCv ■ • • • • 


12 


0 


Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 






md studding aaBa 


It 


6 


In BMdeBBia weallwr with nyals aadstndiing 






adfak • • • • • 


9 


8 


DeAn the wind: 






Lingale . • • . . 






In BBOIeratA WMllMr* 


9 


0 




L 
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a.MUt. OABTtFOBT. 



How does she scud in a heavy gale? Well. 

Wliat m her best point of saiUng 'i Ou a. wind, witk a Ireah biaescx and smooth 
water. 

CoinptiitiTO fftfee of saSiiig vidi oAnr lU^ Y 

1m die generally speaking, a wdl<-lraik and etraiig ihip, or does dw diov 
aoy symptome ef weaknewf Strong end weD-bnflt 

SignetL H. B. MARTIN, Captain. 

GEORGE PATNEY, SsNioft L»w, 
J. W. BATEMAN, MAim. 
S. lABL, CAJomoM* 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 17th ot November^ IdSS^and the I2th of May^ 1848. 



Hie dvM^lit of witer wldflh HM «itiBaltd bj At i 
itnietortobetiiebeittrimf U ftel^ 8 ia. ftinrud. 

The draught of watWi £umA «■ 



16 S 


aft. 


0 0 


forwavd. 


0 0 


aft. 


Foremast 


3| in. ma bill. 



Maiumast 4| „ 
Mixen-mast df „ 
The necesaary quantity of iron baUast for her ? None* 
TIm quantity of water aha alowat . 70tBiii. 
Her dxanglitef iratar, irilfa at andi pmWMW Hid 
stofeiaaaheeaaooaveiiieiilfyitovY . Iftftet^ 6in.fonr«ML 

16 6 aft. 

The bd^t of bar pnrla, whan ftiUy itovedwitii ttovea 
and provUfllia. . Foremost 6 6 

Midship 6 7 
Aftermost 6 1 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently atow for her compkmeat of man ? Provisions 1 40 

Bread 140 
Spirits 168 
Water 53 
Coak 160 

How armed? On Flndt Deek 18 guns. 33 pomdiH. 40 ewt. 

Dace the dde eaaj at ber aneboia f Bemaifcably well. 
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H.M.S. PILOT. 



8 1^ 

9 

9 

r 



TlieiiidjiMrtkNioftlietUp: 

Undn ilgnny atayMob or trytiul«? 
„ and Biaintop sail ? . 
„ do. and reefed foresail ? . 
Under close reefed topsails and courses? . 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses? 

double reefed topsails and top-gallaut sails? 
Under all seil except royals? 

when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 

Does she roll easy or tmeasy in the trough of the sea ? Deep and easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Itshe generally speaking, an easy or uneasy aliip? Easy, but qvii^ In her motions. 
Hov doM she, in general, carry her iMbnt Toy easy. 
How doea aha atear f Very easy. 
Howdoaaahe ab^f VocywdL 
How doea aha wearf Vaiy wclL 

la ahe weadieriy or laomidly, oompared willi other ahipa ? Veiy weaiherly . 

How doea die bdutTO lying tot Very w«U*' 

She has run per hour by the log, wiA ^aa atnch wind 

as she could safely carry this sail to. . • 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under w hole or smgle reefed topaaila and top- 
gallant sails . , 
Under double reefed topsails* • 
Closed hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 



sails, .... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on Oo beam : 

Under cloae raafad toftarila and eoonaa. 
Under treble do. do. 
Under doable reeHsd topaaib and top-gaUant 



In modavale weadier miahia to cany royala. 
Do. with all aail lal 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsaili^top-gnOiautaailB, 

and studding sails 
In niodcrate wea&er with loyala and atudding 

s&lis* « « • « 

Before the wind : 

In a pale. .... 
In moderate weather . • • . 



9 knots 4 iathomi. 

0 M 0 M 



7 
6 

9 

10 

10 
10 
0 



11 



n 
n 



n 



ti 



4 
4 

4 

0 

4 
4 
0 



it 



99 



99 



99 



10 

11 



»» 



99 



4 
0 



n 



99 
99 
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H.M.6. DAPHNK. §S 

How doei fhe scud in a a heavy gale ! No trial. 
Wbat u her best point of sailing ? Close hauled. 

CMnpaialiTe rate of sailing with other ships? Superior to Castor, Dido, and 
late Zebra on a wind. Before the vnnd nearly equal to Castor, slight advantage 
over Dido, and more so over Zebra. VV^hile on the passaj^c from Cnbraltar to 
Malta in March 1842, beat the Preblcs, American Corvette, qnickly leaving her 
out of sight dead to leeward, she being eonsidered, as I was informed by her 
Captain, one of the fastest ships in the Auicrican Navy. 

Is she generaUy speaking, a weU-built and strong ship, or does ahe ihow any 
symptoun of imlmeMif A vdl-bdlt tbroag 

Signed* J. W. DALLINO» Captaiv. 
J. NAFIER» SxMioa Likitt. 
J. WEBB, Mastbk. 
J. BOYDELL, Carpbhtik. 
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A Report ot the saiimg aiul other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of Janiuiry^ 1841, and the 1st of Janiury, L842 

Tito (Irutight of water which was eitiiiiated by the COD- 



ttntctor to be the best trim ? * 


ISftet, 9 


in. forward. 




14 9 


aft. 


The draught of water, found ou trial to be her best 




sailing trim ? ..... 


IS 3 


forwwd. 




14 10 


aa. 


The rake of her masts from her perpendicular '! 


Foremast 


6^ in. in a fatl . 




Maiiunast 




The necessary quantUy of inm boUast for hert 


15 tons. 




The qnantity efwatsr she stows t . 


46 tons. 




Her draught of water, with as nnrah pvovisioii 


sand 




stares as she eao oouTeniNidy stow? 


• 13 feetp 


7 in* forward* 



14 11 aft. 

The height of her ports» when teSfy stowed witfi stores 
and provisions. . • . Foremost 5 I 

Midship 5 
Aftermost 5 0 
How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 140 

Bread 112 
SpiriU 180 
Water 80 
Coals 10 tons. 

How armed? On Flash Deck 4 gnna. 82 poundsn. 95 ewt. 

13 83 17 

'Does she ride eaqr «t her anehovs t Vevy easy. 
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The inclination dP the ship. 

Uildtamiimiy •trtjwulfc or tfyMik? . 

„ dow and maintop tail ?. . . 
ff demand lacdM flmwall'? 

„ close reefed topsails and couiWM'? • 

I, treble reefed topsails and courses ? 

„ doublei«to»M topiailfc and tOj^gaUant 
sails? .... 

I, all sail, except royals 

,. (in. when ju:jt able to carry royals ? 
llow does she carry her lee ports ? Well out of the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough ot the sea ( Easy and quick. 
Does she pitch omy I Ea^y. 

Is she generally spcakin|>, an easy or uneasy ship? Very easy. 

How does ahe, in general, carry her helm ? A Htlle a weatfier. 

How doea the tteer ! Very easy . 

How doea the itay 7 Very well, quick and ture. 

How doet the wear f Voy wdl and sure. 

It ahe weatherly or leewardiy compared idth other thipa t Very weatherly. 
How doet die behave lying loY No trial. 

She has run per hour by the log, with at much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . . 
doted hauled with smooth w itt r 

Under whole or single reeled toptaila and tDp> 

gallant sails. . . 9 knott 6 lathomt. 

double reefed topsail*. . . 9 3 „ 

Close liaiiled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gailant 

sails. . . . . . 7 ,, G 

„ close reefed topsaib and courses. . 0 0 „ 
Wind on die beam : 

Under dote reefed toptaila and courtee. 0 » 0 

I, treble reefed topaailt and conrtet. 0 „ 0 

„ ' double reefed toptaila and top gallant 

tailt. . * . 11 0 

In moderate weather unabla to carry roytlt. 11 „ 6 
Do. with all taS tet . . . . 10 „ 6 „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topeaUt, top-gallant tails 

and stiuldint? sails . . .0 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

sails. • » . . .10 

Before the wiiui : 

In a gale. . . . . 10 „ 0 

In moderate weather. . . . 10 „ 0 

How does she scud in u heavy gale ? No Iriui. 



it 
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H.M^. FAMTOMB. 



What 18 her bett point of sailing ? Qose hauled. 

Compamtivc rata of aafling with other ihiiMif Bqaalto W«t«inrileli» wapniae 

to Persian and Acorn. 

Is she, generally speaking, a well-built and itraiiig ah^ or does she ehow anj 
sjmptouu of weakness ? Very strong. 

Signed. E. BU I TERl lELD, Commandbr, 
W. COOPER, Seniok Lieut. 
J. PINFOUND, Master. 

\ 
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A Report of the &aiUng and other quaUties of this Ship, ascer* 
tained under various dicamstanoes, and from strict observations, 
betweeo the Ist of January, 1839, and lihe lat of January, 1840. 

The draught of water which was eutimated by the con- 
•OnicCov tobefliebeiltrimt 12 feet» 10 ia. fiwwardL 

14 10 all. 
The diaught of water, Urand on trial to be her belt 
sailing trunf ... * 18 3 forward. 

14 9 aft 

Hie rake of her maili from her perpendicular? ForeinoBt 5| in. in a fiiih. 

M^nmaat6j^ „ „ 

Tlic necessary quantitj of ixogk baDaat for bar t 15 tons 

The quantity of water she stows ? . • 42 tona. 

Her draught of water with as much proviiiona and 

etorra as she can conveniently stow? . 13 feet, 3 inch, forward. 

14 „ 9 „ aft. 

The height of her porta, when fully stowed with atares 
andproviaionaf Poremoit 7 &et^ 11 in. 

Midship 5 0 
Afkennoat 5 6 
How many days of the following artidea can she con- 
veniently stow for her omnplemait of men f Frovisiona, 6 mondia 

Bread 5 do« 
Sj^ts 6 do. 
Water Sdo. 
Coals 6 do* 

How armed! . . On Upper Deck 2 guns. 32 pounders. 25 cwt. 

14 32 17 
Does she ride easy at her anchoia ? Particttlarly easy. 
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I'he inclination of the ship. 

Uvder ttoroiy itayaaib or tijisQif 
„ do. Mdmaintopttil? 
t, do. do. and nefed foeaafl? 
Underdose reefed topstuls and courses? . 
trcMe reebd topsails and coursesf . 
doable reefed topsails and top-gal- 
lant sails! 
Under aU sail, except royals ? . 

„ do. when just able to carry royals? , 
How does she carrj-^ her loe portfc f Vvvy well. 

Does she roll easy or uncn^y in the trough of the sea? Remarkably easy. 

Dops <«hr pitch easy ! Ucmarkably easy. 

Is slie, <;t iu ruHy spcakiogi iui ca^y or uneasy shipf Particularly easy on every 

point of sailing;. 

How (Iocs she, in general, carry hi'V hiAm I A little a weather, 
iiuw liota Hha steer? With, great ^ase. 
How does she stay ? Quick and sure. 
How does she wear ? Quick and sure. 

Is she weaibeiiy or leewardly compared with olher ships t jhurticttlarly weatherly. 
How does shehehaTO lying to! Dly-aiid aasy. 
Sho'baa run per hoar 1^ the log, with as mneh wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hanled with smooth water: 

Underwluie orong^e reefed topsafls and top* 



gallant sails. . . . • 


11 knots, 0 ftthoms. 


Under double reefed topsails • . . 


Qr 


t» 


0* 


n 


dose hauled with a head sea: 










Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant wuls. 


9 


11 


0 


tr 


Under close reefed topsails and courses. • 


6 


» 


0 


n 


Wind on tlie beam ; 










Under close reefed topsails and courses 


n 


>» 


0 


>» 


Under treble reefed topsails and courses 


iO 


)} 


6 




Under doable reeled topsails and top-gaUant 










sula. ..... 


11 


«* 


0 


» 


In moderate weather unable to carry royals 


10 


n 


0 




I>o.wiliha31sail8et. .... 


12 


tt 


0 


n 


"WmSi on the quarter: 










In a gale. ..... 


12 




0 


tt 


Undff doable reefed topsaSs, top-gallaiit sail^ 










and studding hoIb. • . . , 


10 


» 


6 


>i 


In moderate waoAeri wiA roytls and studding 










sails • . . , , 


9 


*» 


0 


rt 


Before the wind : 










In a g'ale. • . . • . 


12 


*f 


0 


n 


in moderate weather. . . . 


9 


t$ 


0 


tf 
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Ham dow ihe icttd in «heavy g«le? Remarkably aaqr wd nwa wdl to the 

sea without rolling much. 

What is her best point of sailing? Close hauled. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ahipt? Beat every Teflael ahe haa 

yet sailed with. 

Is sht m in tally speakini?, a well-built and strong' ship, or does she show any 
sytiiptuiHB of weakness ? Well-biuit, strong, and dues out show any symptoms of 
weakness. 

Signed, W. SMYTH, Commamjiuw 

C. HESELTINE, Senior Libut. 

A. B. PEARCE, Master. 

FRA8. CARrBhi£H. 
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A Report of the sailing anti other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 1841, and the 1 at of January, 1842, 

Hm dfaiight of water wUeh wai Mtbnalcd by lb* 
•tnidnrlobettMlMiitriiiiY «... la iMt, 0 in. fimmd. 

14 6 alt 

Tb» draught at mUm, fonnd «i trial tobe ber beat 
eeilingtRm? . • . . . . 13 4 forwaid. 

14 5 aft. 

TIm rake of her maeti from her peipendieiiilar f Foremast 6 in. in a ftth. 

Mainmast 8 ., 



The nccesaary qimntity oi iron ballast for her? . 


20 ton?. 




The quantity of water she stows t . 


44 tons. 




Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 






stores as uhe cau conveniently stow ? , 


13 feet, 


4 in. forward. 




14 


5 aSL 


The hea^t of her portt whan Inlly atnwodwithatoret 






and proviaioiia. « Faranuiak 


4 


10 


Ifidahip 


4 


3 


Aftannoat 


4 


6 


How many day • of the following articlaa can ahe eon* 






veniendy atowfitrhar e«Mn|il«mentofnienY Ptoviriona 


140 




Bread 


112 




Spirita 


140 




Water 


80 




Coab 


180 




How armed? On'OunDeck 4 guns, 


. 32 poiwdera. 26 cwt. 


12 


32 


17 



Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Very fair. 
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The ineliiwlion of the tbqp : 

Under itoimj steyiaib mr tryiaikf . . 16 
„ do. and maintop Mil Y 
„ do. do. and reefed liM-eMMlY 
Under close reefed topsails andcowraes? 
„ treble reefed topsails atid courses ? 
„ double reefed topeails and top»gaUant 



sails ? 



15 
13 
10 
10 



a 

6 
5 



Under all sail, except rciyah. 

„ do. when just able to carry rojai«? 

How does slie carry lier lee ports ? Well. 

Doesi she roll easy ur uiieasy in the trough of tlic sea ? Ea»y, but quick. 
Does the pitch easy ? Not very. 

la ahe, generally speaking, an easy or uuciisy ship ? Quiek in her motioni. 
How doea aba, in general, cany her helmt Half a turn a waathar. 
How does she ataer ? Very well. 
How doea die stay ? Well and quick. 
How doeaake wearf WdL 

la she weadierly or leewardly compared witk other aldps! Weathody. 
How doea die behnv! ]ym'^ to? Very well. 
She has run per huur by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed (opMiiU and top- 
gallant sails. .... 8 knots, 4 fathuuifr. 

Under double reefed topsails . . . 8 1 

Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under douhle reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails . . . . 8 „ 0 I, 

Under dose reefed topsaila and eoursaa. , B „ 4 „ 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and eouiaea. .10 » 4 „ 
Under treble reefed topsaila and courses. .10 » 0 „ 
Under doable reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . 10 „ 0 „ 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 10 ,, 0 „ 
Do. with all sail set. . . . . 10 „ 0 j. 

Wind ou the quarter : 

UiuliT double reefed topsails, top-gaUaut sails 

aad studding aaik. . . . 10 0 i, 

In moderate weather with royak and biuddiug 

sailB. . . . • 9 „ 0 „ 

Bafeie the wind: 

b a gale. ..... 

In moderate weather. . 8 „ 4 „ 

M 
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How does At leud in a huvy gale? EemivUbly wcilL 
What is her best point of sailing ? Two to four poiiits fine. 

Comparative mte of sailing with other ships? Sept. 20th, 1R41. Tn chase of a 
Brigantinc in company with h.u.s. Brisk and Waterwitch, headed Brisk and ran 

to Waterwilcli on wtatlurbow. Sept. 21st. In chase of Engli.sK brip; Rocket' 
with a lighter breeze on port beam, going ubont 4^ kjiotw, ran away from both 
Brisk and Waterwitch. Sept 22nd. Tried rate of sailing with Watei"witch on 
a wind, and beat her ; rate of sailing from 3 to 4^ knots per hour. Oct. 1 1th In 
chase of Spani^^h brig Hercules, in company with h.m.s. iris, going free, rate of 
sailing 6 to 9 knots, was beaten about 4 mile per hour; subsequently beat the Iris 
on a vind. 

li she generally speaking, a we114nult and strong ship, or does she diow aaj 
symptoma of weakness? Well-hnOt and strong, not showing weakncas. 

Signed. JOHN ADAMS, Commander. 

JOHN B. HANKEY, Senior Lieut. 
W. BAKUEIT, Masxbe. 
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aft. 
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ferwafd> 


0 


0 


aft. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, asoer* 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict ob8ervalaon» 
between llie 30th of May, 1841, and the Srd of Dec., 184S. 

The dnnigbt of water which ww estinuitedbydie 
•ttadortobefhehflflttrimt 0 fee^ 0 in. iSarwardL 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her beat 
aaflBng tcimt ..... 

The zake of her masts from her perpendicular t Foremast in. in a fath. 

Mainmast „ 
Mizen-mast 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 20 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . .42 tons. 

Her drauglit of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? , . 13 feet, 1 in. forward. 

14 e aft. 
The beight of her ports, when fidty stowed widi stiures 
and provisiona ? .... Foremost 7 4 

Midship 5 1 
Aftnmost 5 5 
How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her conqdement of men? Provisions welL . 



n 



Bread 



Spirits „ 
Water „ 



Coals „ 

How armed ? . . On Gun Deck 4 guns. 32 pounders. 25 cwU 

12 32 IT 
Docs she ride easy at lier anchors ? . . Yes. 
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The indmBtioa of the ship. 

Under •tCNrmy BtaysaOs or ttysails ? 
n do. and maintop sail? 
„ do. do. and reefed foresailf 
Under close reefed topaaila and conTses t . ^ Stiff. 
„ trvhlc reefed topsails and courses? 
, , d ouble reefed topsails and top*^pdlant sails t 
Under all sail, except royals 

„ do. when just able to carry royals . 
How dop^ she carry her lee porta Well out of the water. 
Docs shi' rr>Il easy or uneasy \u the trough of the sea? Easy* 
Dors she pitch easy? Quick, but easy. 
Is sill', generally speakinir, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy. 
How dm 6 she, in general, carry hi?i hehu? A weather. 
How docs she steer ? V ery ejisy. 
How does she ^y f Very well. 
How docs she wear? Veiy wdl. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with odier ships ? Weatheriy, after a 
trial with Grecian and Aooni. 
How does she hehave lying to? No trial. 
She has run per hour hy the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. ... 9 knots 4 fathonu. 

Under double reefed topsails. . . 9 0 „ 

Close hauled with a head sen : 

Under (luuble reefed topsails and top-gaUaut 

hiiiU. . . . . ♦ 0 ,, 0 

Under close reeled topsails and courses. . 0 0 j, 
Wind ou the beam : 

Under close reefed top&ails and courses. . 0 „ 0 „ 
Under treUe reefed tepsuls and courses. 0 „ 0 

Under douUe reeled topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . , . 0 0 „ 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 0 ,| 0 „ 
Do. with all sail set 0 » 0 

Wind on the quarlw : 

Under douUe reefed topsdl^ top-gallant sailt 

and studding sails. 0 0 

In moderate weaAer witii royals and studding 

sails. . . . . . 10 M 0 „ 

Before the wind : 

In a gale . , . . 0 „ 0 „ 

In moderate weather. . . . 9 „ 6 ^ 
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How does iho iciid in a hwty galot No trial. 
What it her b«t point of niling? On a wind. 

Compentive rate of eaiBng with otlier ihipe f Superior, idler a trial with 
Orecien and Aoom* 

Ib ahe generaHy apeakhigi a well-hiiilt and atrong ali^, m does ahe ahow 
any eymptoma of weakneaa f Veiy atrong. 

Signed. BYRON GARY, Cummander. 
G, J. CHARLES, Master 
CHARLES MERSTON, CAaPENTSE. 
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A Report of the sailing and other quaUties of this Ship aaoer- 
tained imder '?arioua dieamatRnoes^ and ftom atiict obaervafions, 
between Ist of January^ ISSO^andthe Istof Januaiy, 1840« 

The dtaughtof mtarwbidiwM estimated by die c<m- 
slractor tobe diebeattrimY • 0 fee1» 0 in. fimraid. 

0 0 «lt 

The dniigiit of wateft found on txud to be her beet 
flailing tiimY . . 14 0 forwaid. 

14 $ aft. 

Hie vake of her masts from her perpendicular . Foremaat in. in aftdu 

Mainmaat „ 
Mizen-maat „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballafli fixrher? 23 tons. 
The quantity of w ater she stows 1 . .45 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much proTiflions and 
stores an bhe can conveniently stow ? . . .14 feet, 0 in. forward. 

14 9 afu 
The height of her ports, when fiilly Stowed wiUi stores 
and proTisi(Mist ... Fonmoet 5 8 

Midahip 4 10 
Aflermoet S 3| 
How many days of die foUowing artidefl can ibe 
▼euiendyfltowfbr her complement of men t Provialona 98 

Bread 98 
Spirits 113 
Water 90 
Coals 

How armed? . . On Gun Deck 2 guns, y pounders. 26 cwt. 

14 82 17 
Does she ride easy at her anchors ? . Easy. 
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The i nclii w tion rf ih> <hip ; 
Under ttmnqr tteyMfls or tiTtidli f 
t, dow and maintop M&f 
4r do» do. and reefed fisfo lailT . 
Under closed reefed topsails and oooneoY • 10 to 14 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses? 10 to 12 

, , d uuble reefc d topsails and topi^gaUant laili ? 1 0 to 1 1 

Under all sail except royals ? . . * 8 to 1 1 

„ do. when just able to carry royals ? . 7 to 9 

How does she carry her lee ports, lligb. 
Does she roll ea^y ur uuea&y iii thu trough of the sea? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes, when not pressed. 
Ja aha» generally speaking, an easy orimeasy ship? Easy. 
How doea ahc, in general, carry lier hebnf A litda a weadier* 
How does die ateerf £aay. 
How doea ahe ataj ! Eaay » ihooU well afhead. 
How doea ahe wear ? Very well. 

la aheweaUieily orleewardly oomparedwitbotherihipaf Vary waa^heily. 
How doea ahe behave lying to ? Wdl and dry. 
She has run per hour by the log wtth aa mneh wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Cloae hauled with smooth water : 

Under whol(> or single reefed topsails and top- 

gaUaiit ^,:iils 
Under doubk n*ofed topsails . 
Close hauled with a head : 

Under double reefed topiaib and top-gallant 

aiila? . . . . • 
Under doae reeM topeafla and oomaea 
"Wind <m the beam : 

Ibidar doie reefed to|pea3a and oonoea* 
Under trdda reeftd do. do. 
Under doable reefed topeaib and top-gaOant^ 

aaOs ..... 
In moderate weather unable to earry royala . 
Do. with oil sail set. . . • 

Wind on the quarter 

Under double reeted topsoilsi top-gaUant sails 

mid studding sails 
In moderate weather with royab and studding 

•ails. . • • . .10 6 
Beftre die whid: 

In a gale • . . . , 
In moderate weathnr. .9 0 



9 knots, 0 fathoms. 



9 



7 
0 

10 
9 

10 
9 
10 



10 



6 



0 
0 

0 
0 

6 
« 

0 
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How does she flcnd in a heavy gale? No trUd* 

IVhatia her best point of eaOing? On « wind, to wind abeam or two points 
abaft it. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other sh^? Beat Charybdis, Express and 

Serpent with great advantage. 

Is she generally r^peaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? 

Signed. JOHN B. P. HAY, Commander. 

HORATIO JAEMERY, Skkioe Libut. 
R. HOWELL, Master. 
GEO. S. ALDUS, Carpenthr. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and froni strict observation, 
between the and the 13th of April, 183/. 

fixe draught of water whidi Wiis estimated by the cou- 
■tructor to be the bcBttrim? . . . 12 feut, 9 in. forward. 

14 3 aft. 

The draught of irator found on Hial to be her beit 
iaSingtrimf . . . 13 4 forirard. 

14 7 aft. 
Hie itke of her masta ftom her perpemdieiilar 1 Foremaet 



MisanHiiaat 

The neeenan^ quantity of iroii ballaal ftnr her ! 30 tons. 

Tlie quantity of water she stows? . 46 tons. 

Her draught of water, witli as much provieiooa and 
store* as »he can conveniently atow? . . 13 feet, 4 in. forward. 

14 7 aft 

The height of her ports when fully slowed with 
ftores and provisions. . . Foremost 6 10 

Midship 5 4 
Aftermoet 5 1^ 
How many day* of the followbg artldes ean she con- 
Tenkiilly otow for her complement of men ? Provisiotts» i 

BrMd r 

Spizils ( provisions welt. 

Water 1 

Coals / 

How armed? . . OnOunDeck 2 guns. 9 pounders. 0 cwt. 

11 32 0 

Doee she ride easy at her anchors ? Easy, as fkr as tried. 

N 
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Remarkably atiC 



Tlie inclination of die diip : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails? « 
f, and maintop sail ? . 
„ do. and reefed foresail ? . • 
Under close reefed topjsails and rmirses? . 
treble reefpd topaails and cmirses? 
„ double reeled top<;ails and top-galiant sails ? 
Under all sail excej.t royals? . , 
wlu'ii iu>f abli' to curry royals ? 
How does blit tany her lee ports ? Well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Very easy. 
Does sbe pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she g«neFBUy speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Very easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm? Three spokes a weather. 
How does she steer ? Remarkably easy. 
How does she stay ? Remarkably quick. 
How does she wear? Remarkably quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared wtih other ships? Voy weatherly. 
How does she behave lyinp: to ? Well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with aa much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . . , 

Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 

gallniit ?ails . , . 10 knots 0 fathoms. 

Under doiiltM' r<-c St il topsails. . , 9 „ 4 „ 

Closed hauUd willi a htad fca : 

Under d»)ubk' redid topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . . 0 „ 0 

Under close reefed topsails and courses . 0 „ 0 „ 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 0 „ 0 „ 

Under treble do. do. . 0 0 „ 

Under double reefed topsailB and ti^gallant 

sails. . . , . . 0 „ 0 I, 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 11 „ 4 „ 
Do. with all sail set. . . . 0 „ 0 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top^gallantsailsi 

and studdinfr ^^tiils . ■ 0 » 0 » 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. • . , • . 0 0 ft 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . , 0 „ 0 „ 

In moderate weather . , . . 10 „ 6 „ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 
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What is her best point of sailing ? Wind two points abaft the beam. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Fast. 

K hlie generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? Well built. 

Signed, W. LAPlDGE, Commaudbe. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict ohservaftioa, 
between the 1st of January^ 1843^ and the 1st of January^ 1844. 



The draught of water which wm estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . .12 feet, 9 in. forward. 

14 3 aft 

The draught of water, fouud on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . • . . .'.00 forward. 

0 0 aft 

The rake of her inutith from her perpeudicular ? Forcaia^l C l-H in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 6 2-3 „ „ 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for hcrt . 17 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows? . . 46 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provitioiu and 
stores as she can convenienfly stow? . 13fee^ 6 in, forward- 

14 10 aft. 

The height of her ports when fiilly stowed with stores 
and provisions. • . . Foremost 5 10 

Midahip 4 9 
Aftermost 5 0 

Huw many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 

Bread 
Spirits 

Water 
Coals 

liow armed? . On Gun Deck 2 guns. 32 pounders. 25 cwt. 

14 32 17 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Yes. 
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The inclination ot the ship. 

Undt r stormy staysails or trysails ? 
dti. und maintop sail ?. 
„ do. and reefed foresail ? 
pf doM rMfed topsail* and eounet? 
ft treble reafed topiiaila andcocnetf • 
„ double redbd topMiU and top-gallant 

Mibr .... 9 
u alliailj ezeiptnqrabf 6 
„ do.^rb«nj«tAUe«pMn]r«ijBbt . d 
How does she caity her lee porta 7 Very weU. 

Does she roll easy or uneaajr in the trough of the aea? £wy* iMitdeep. 

Does she pitch easy ? Yei. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 

How does she, in general, carry her helju t Half tum a weather. 

How tloch sill' steer? Very well. 
How does siie slay ? Very quick. 
How does she wear ? Very quick. 

la ahe weatherly or leewurdly cuiupured with other ships '{ Very weatlterly. 
How doea ahe behave lying to ? No tdaL 
She baa run per hour by the logf with aa mueh wind 
aa ihe could aafely carry thia mH to. • 
Qoaed hauled with amooih water : 

Under whole or im^ reafed topaaila and top- 
gallant laila. .... 9 knola 4 ftthomi. 
M double reefed topMdb. . • 7 n 6 u 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double xeefod tepeaila aoal top^gaUant 

aaila. > 0 „ 0 » 

„ close reeled topaaila and oounea. • 0 >» 0 ^ 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . 0 „ 0 „ 
„ treble reefed topsailn and courses. . ^ jt ^ » 
f, double reefed topsailtt and top- gallant 

aaila. • , It „ 4 „ 

Inmodttato weadlttlUMhte to carry royala. 10 » 6 „ 
00. with all tail Mt. . . . 0 m « ti 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed t<qpaail% top-gallant aula 

and studding aaila . 0 0 „ 

In moderate weaAerj withioyala and itiiddiag 

sails. . . . > • 9 n ^ n 

Safiore the wind : 

lu a g<ile. . ■ • . • 10 If 0 19 
In moderate weather. . . .6 

Eow doeaahaicndinaheafy galat WelL 



» • M 
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What is licr best point of sailing? On * wind in Muooth water, but when 
blowing fresli, a point free. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Tried rate of sailing witb 
H.M.S. Wanderer, neither vessel having any antage. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and iiUuug ship, or does she show any 
sjrmptouft if VMfaiMat WolMiuilk 

Signed. 6. J. HASTINGS, ComiAirDSB. 
H. CHADS, SxmoK Libqt. 
h EDINOTON, Mastib. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observations, 
between the lOtb of August, 1835, and the 2nd of August^ 1839. 



The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
stntetor to be the best trim ? feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? .... 13 10 forward. 

14 4 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her petpendieular t Pomnost 4| in. in a fatb. 

MainmastS| „ „ 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 23 tons 

The quantity of wator she stows? . . 46 tons, 

tier clrauglit of water with aa much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . feet, inch, forward. 

The height of her ports, when fiifly stowed wi& stores 
and provisions t Foremost 5fee^ 10 b. 

Midship 4 9 
Aftermost 4 11 
How many days of the Mowing artides can she con* 
Teniently stow for her eomplement of men t Ft<ovirions, 5 montlis 

Bread 84 days 
Spirits 5 months 
Water 3 do. 
Coals 6 do. 

How armed f . . On Gun Deck 2 guns. 9 pounders. 25 cwt' 

14 32 17 

Does she ride easy at her anchors? Yes. 
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10 

n 

10 
10 
9 

7 

' 7 
4 

Easy, but quick. 



TTie inclinntion of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 

do. and maintop sail / . • 

„ dow do. ui4 reefed fbnnllt 
Under cloie rmrfed topiaQi and oonneii i . 
„ treble reefed topwUle end ooareeB ? . 
„ double reefed topseile and top-gaU 

lantiailif . 
Under all tnil, except royal* ? . . , 
„ do. when just able to carry roynl"!? , 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well above water. 
Doc^ she mil easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? 
Docs she pitch easv? Ye?. 

Is she, penerally sjieaking. an tntsy or unenHy ship^ Easy, 

ITow does she, in general, cnrrv lier helm 1 Half a turn a weather. 

How lines she steer? Very wt ll. 

How does»lie iitay I Well and quick. 

How does she wear ? Short round. 

It die weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Very weatiierly. 
How doee ilie behave lying to ? Very well, no ship better. 
She hai run per hour by the log, with «a much wind 
f» she eonld aafely carry this sail to 
Cloie hauled with smooth water ; 

Under whole or single reefed topcdla «id 
gallant sail.^. . , , 

Under double reefed topauls , • 
Cloee hauled with a head sea: 

Under douhle reefed topsails and top-gallaut sails. 

Ihider close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 

Under treble r^fed topsails and courses 

Under doable reeAd topsails and top-gallant 



mUb. .... 

In moderate weather unable to carry voyds 
Do. widi aQ sail set. 
Wind oD ^ quarter : 

Undm double reefed topsails, top-gallaat sails, 

and studding sdls. . 
In moderate weather, with royals and studding 
sails . . • • 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. ..... 

In moderate weather. 
How does she scud in a heavy gale? No trial. 



9 knots, 0 Ihtboms. 
9 



7 
6 

10 
10 



ft 



it 



>» 



6 
4 

0 
6 



n 



It 



10 
9 
9 



10 

H 
10 



it 



»» 



6 
6 
0 



0 
0 
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H.M.S. WANDERER. 9? 

Vbat b Imt bett pdnt of lailiiig t GkiM hmlea. 
CoiupantiTO x«t« of MiUiigirilih other thq^t Snpodor. 
It tho, generally speakingt a well-built and strong ehip, or doeiaho ehov any 
^mptomeofwoiikBeMY Strang nd well built. 

Signed, THOMAS BUSHBY, Commandbh. 
J. W. AUSTIN, Senior Lieut. 
W. H. COOKE, Cakpshtse. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, asoeF* 
tamed under vurioua cticomitances^ andfiramk strict obeerratioiiy 
between the let of Jamaafyj 18 , and the Ut of January, 18 . 

The dnmght cf wMler which wm eittnuited hf the con- 
ttraetor to b« tile best trim f . Id fee^ 8 in. forwwrd. 

14 6 aft 
The dnnght of water, feiindon trial to be her beet 
Milinftrim! ..... 13 8 forward. 

14 8 eft. 

The take of her masti from her perpendieular f Foremast 4^ m. in a fiilli. 

Mainmaet 6 1^ » 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 20 tuns. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . 48 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stwes as she can conveniently stow? . . . 13 feet, 8 in. forward. 

14 8i aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . , Foremost 6 1 

Bfidship 5 0 
AllemioBt 5 S 
How many days of tibe following arlidee eaa she eon- 
Tenimlty alow for bevconplement of meat Proriaions 120 

Bread ISO 
Spirite 130 
Water 60 
Coals 190 tons. 
How aimed? . OnChmDeck 2 guns, o poiuiden.36ewt« 

14 32 17 

Does die ride easy at her aaehova t Very easy. 
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TJm inclination of the ship. 

Under itormy staysails or trysails ? 

tt do. and maintop sail? . . 
„ do. do. and reeled foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ treble reefed topsails and coursesi ? 
„ double reefed topsaUs and top-gallant sails ? 
Undflr an nil| except royals 

„ dok when juBfc able to carry royala . 
How does Aa eany her lee porta f EaiyjVutii^iidc. 
Does ahe raU eaay or uneaay bi Aa trough of the aeaf Eaay, Imt deep. 
Doeaahapttdi aaayt Ea^. 

Is ahc^ generallj apeakiiig, an easyornnaasy ahipt Ea^^. 
How domah^ in general, carry her bebnt Two^pakasawaafliar. 

How does she steer ? Uncommonly welL 
How does she stay ? Quickly. 
How does she wear? Very well. 

Is she weather!}' or leewardly compared wUh other Aofit t WeatbaElyj «om- 
pared with Modeste, in April, 183S. 

How does she behave lying to? No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as mucii wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with suuooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top" 

gallant aails. .... 0 knots 3 Ikthoms. 
Under double reefiBd topaaEs. . • 9 „ 4 f, . 

Qoae bauled wiih a head aea : 

Under double reefed topiails and top-gaUant 

■ails. . . 7 II 0 

Under cloie raafiad topBaila and eouxsea. • 0 „' ^ u 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and coutms. . 0 n 0 ,i 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. . 0 i« 0 i, 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . 10 ,1 6 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 9 » 0 » 
Do. with all sail set. 8 n 0 n 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, tgp-gallunt sails 

and studding sails. . . . 10 ^ 6 „ 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 

aaila. . . . . * 6 » ^ u 
Before the wind: 

Inngale • • . 10 n 6 t» 

In moderate weaihor. . 7 i« 4 
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Httw d«wdieMiidinalMwry gale? YmfmSL 

WhvtialittbMtpdiie of failing? The wind a pdnt free. 

Companlive rate of sailing with other shiptf Beat Ike Pjrladee 1 mile per 
hour in flie ran firann St Helena to Ascension. 

Is she generally speaking, a wcll-boih and etroi^ Aip^ ev doet the thoir esy 
qnnptomB of weakneas? Strong. 



Signed. J. REEVE, Cokmaiiiixr. 



R. W. KING, Sbkior Liiut. 
B. MILLER, Master. 

P. ZANDERS, Carpenter, 
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A Report of the sailnig and other qaafities ol lliis Blap, aseer- 
tained under yariotts circumstances, and from strict obwrration^ 
between the 20th of July, 1832, and the 2nd of Sept., 1834. 

The drau^rlit of writer which wai ettuaatedby the con- 
structor to b« the best trim! 11 feet, 7 in. forward. 

13 3 aa. 

The draught of water, louud uu uiai to be her best 
tafliiigtrimT .....US liarwtKL 

M a alt 

Tlwiikcaf iMraiMtoftQmberpacpaiidioalwf FanmtM. in^mnftHh, 



n 

Theiieo8iwi7qtwi% of ironbaUaatfbrher! SStana. 
Thequantity of water aheatoinf . . 38 tana. 

Her draiiig^ at water, wlih aa mtteh pxonidoiia and 
atoteaaadMeao ceoTeoiailily atov? 11 leet, Sin. forward. 

13 3 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fiilly stowed with stores 
and provisioos ? .... Foremost 0 0 

Midship 0 0 
Afttinnost 0 0 
Uow many days of the following articles can she con- 
VMieB^atowlbr]ierc<NnplemartolaD«at ftofviiieoa 4 moiillii 

OpDma ,f 

Water M 
Coab „ 

How annadf . On Gun Deok 10 guna. 82 pmndMa. 0 ewt. 

DoeailM lide eaajF atlier andiecat 
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The inclination of the ihip : 

Under ttonny staysfills or trysailg? 

f, dOi> and maintop sail ? . 
„ do. do. and routl d fore gail? . 
Under closed reefed topsails and courset? 
treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ doable reefed topsails and top-gallant saSs ?1 
Undir alittil exeept royalsf 
„ do. viienJattaiUe to carry royal* f 
How does slie cany lier 1m portii WeD out oftto mlar. 
Does aho rail Mi^oriinM^infhotroiigh of Iheaeaf BrUUff InftoMj. 
DoeaahepitelieMjrt Vhbheo dMp> but does not atnin. 
Is she, generally tpttatfag, an easy or uneaay dhipf Eaqr. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm? AndAdlipt. 
How does she steer? Uncommonly well. 
How does she stay? Remarkably quiclc. 
Mow doea she wear ^ Rcranrknbly quick. 

Is she weathedy or leewardly compared with other ships ? Weatherlyj beyond 

comparison. 

How does she behave lying to ? Exceedingly well. 
She has run per hour by the log with as much wind 
at alio eollid nftlj cany fliia lail to, 
OoBo honied villi amoo^ vaftar : 

Undor whoie or na^e reefed topsaila and top- 

{[aHant laila 
Undev ^o m M i^ roofed topaoOo 
dote baaled wUli a head aea: 

Under dnnhTe reefed faqMaila and top^gallint 

sails? .... 
Under close reefed topsatle and oonseea 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble rpofed do. do. 
Under double reeled topsails and top-gallaut- 

sails .... 
inmodorato wwAm naaUo to earry royals 
Do. widi all aail aet. 
Wind on Ae qaacter : 

Undor doiiUo reefed topaBiia,top-gaIlant aaila 

andatnddingsaila 
In modaate weather with royals and studding 
sails. • . . . » 
Befeco the wind: 

In a gale . . • • . 

In moderate weather. • . 



knots, fethomi. 
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How does she scud in a heavy galp? 

What ia h«r best point of sailing 1 On a wind. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Beat only by Vernon fir Snake. 
Is she generally speaking, n ^oH-bnilt and ItEODg ah^^ or doM the abov 
anj sym pt o ms of woakness ? Well built. 

Tbete Remazks an firandii ft«m two jWBt eaqpgrianoo, duni^ which period we 
w«M ddifly employed la oonveyiug die nail to and fkom lAAaa, and Ind good 
o p foth m Mea of trying ber in dl irwtihonbpailkiibdyi&Uiogalosof Febniaij, 

wore moat aataniBbiiig. Sbe aeudi adnuraUy waU» baling coaoo bomo ftom 
Lisbon in Jnna, IW, ia tahaawy agaloaa thooidaat aaawao oahoaKdhndofwr 

witnessed ; I believe the paaai^ to be the sbortaat 9rvt known. Whilat on tlial 
sorvice I have had trials with many packets, none of which had any chance with 
the Pantaloon; we likewiw beat the Baton, Ninood, and Oreatea an tiie liabon 
•tatUm. 

I bay» only to add that bear aeeommodatiaas on dio lower deck for ber men are 
capital, and tbat our 4ok Hal waa tmcommonly amall^ taking into eonsideratfoQ 
die conatant eigpoaoM to wot waadier. 

%n«i. E. BACSBS, Libut. ComuirDiHa. 
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H.M.S. RAPID. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship asoer- 
tained imder vaiions ciTCiiiii8taiioe0f and firom strict obsemtioiiSy 
between let of Jamiaryy 1842, and die lift of Januaiy,, 1843* 

The dnng^c^watarwliidiwu ettnnatedbyliheeaii!- 
•trnctor to be die beet trim ? 





> Aurwwd* 


0 0 


eft* 


beet 




18 0 


ait. 


Foremast 6 3«8 


in» in e&lh« 



trint , • . . . 

The rake <rf her neele flram hiw peqiendMoler 

Mainmast 7 „ 
The neeessary quantity of iron baUaet lot her ! 32 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? .23 tmii. 

Ucr draught of water, vnth as much provisions uid 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . . 11 feet, 4 in. forward. 

13 0 aft. 
The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . Foremost 5 1 

Midship 4 5 
AftanMMt 4 6 
How meny deyi ef Ae fidlowingerlideeetn eheeon- 
Teniendy itow fat bereoinpleiiMiitof meat PkoviaiMii IIS 

Bread 140 
Spiiite m 
Water 70 
Coals 140 

Henr umedt . On Qun Deok 8 gani. 18 peaaden. 16 

DoetabexideeHjratheraaehont Ei^y. 
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n 
It 



The inclination ot the ship : 

Under stormy gt;iyaiiiln or trysails f . 
do, and iiiaiutop suil .'' 
„ do. do. uitd reefed iorestul i 
Under dote reefed topMilA and couTses ? 
tnUe vealiBd topsaOs and courte* T 
double reefed topi^iils and top-gallant 
laOt? .... 7i 
Under all tail, except royals. ^ 
„ do. wbenjiut able to carry royals? . 6 
Haw does aha carry ber lee ports ? Well. 

Does sfae roll easy oruneasy in the trough of the sea ? Quick, but easy. 
Does she pitch easy? £a»y. 

Is she, generally speahmg, an easy or uneasy ship ? Very easy. 
How doei she, in general, carry her helm ? Amidships. 

How does she steer ? Easy. 

How does she sUy i Remarkahly quick aiid well. 

How does she wear? Very well. 

Is sit, \. eatherly or Icewardly coinpart-cl with other ships? Very weatherly. 
How duL's shu behave lying to? No trial. 
She has run per hour by ihe log, with as much iHnd 
as she could safely carry this sail to . • 
C3oae hulled irith amoolh water: 

Under whole or shigle reefed topsuls and top- 
gallant aafls. .... 
Under donUe reefSed topsaib . . .9 
doae haoled wiOi a bead aea: 

Under double f«eibd topsails and top-gallant 

sails '7 
Under dose reelbd lopsaib and ooorsea. . 0 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . 0 
Under treble reefed topsails and coursec. . 0 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . • • . li 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 10 
D . \vith all sail set. . . • .11 

Wind on the (quarter : 

Under double reefed topsafls, top-gallaiit sails 

and aCiidding sails. . .11 
In moderate weather with royals and stoddtng 
sails. • * .10 

Befino the wind: 
In a gale. 

In moderate weallier .10 



9 knots, 0 fathoms. 
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How docs she Hcnul in a heavy ga\el Nn trial. 

What is her beat point of sailing ? Wind before the beam. 

{ (iin]i;irativc rate of sailing with other ships ? In a trial with Dolphin, decidedly 
superior on a winii; Ina hud the advantage iu a short trial, when Rapid was light. 

Is she generaUy speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show anj 
symptouM of wtakamf KmuAiMy iCrong Hid ]|gbt. 

Signed, U. A. FOOTE, Lubut. ComiANDxa. 
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U.M.S. BONETTA. 



A Report of the sailing and oiher qualities of thk Ship, 
teiiifld imder vaiimis larcwagtaaion, and from atrict obaemilian, 
between the lat of January, 18^7 f and die 1 at of Janoaiy^ 1838. 

The dfrnnghtof water wUeih Mtimated 1^ tfM om- 
«lnietor*tol>a thelMtttrimT U ibt^ 4> ia. ibrwiid. 

12 6 alt 

Hie dnag^ of tr«ter fimnd on trial to bo her boit 
mfliiigtrim? • . 11 6 fiinrard. 

13 0 alt 
The fake of her matte from her perpeadionlerf Foremagt 

Maininaet 

The necessary quantity of iron baUaei for her ? 20 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows? . 30 tons. 

Her draiif^lit of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . 11 feet, 0 in. forward. 

12 6 aft. 

The heiflflit of her port;i wlieu tiiliy stowed with 
stores and provisiuus. . . Foremost 7 S 

Midahip 9 H 
Albrmoit 7 0 
How many days of the followmg aitidaa ean die con-v 
veoienllyetow for her complement ol men t Phwiaioiiay J 

'BxmA f Stowaher provisMna Teiy 
Spirita r 

Water 1 

Coala ) 

Howaxmedt . OnGunDe^ 6 gum. ISpoundMi. Ocwt. 

Doea Ae rido eaay at her anohorst Yee. 
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She itands wdl under 
her «aik. 



Tbc iuclinmtioti of the ship: 

Understor s V i.fay?ails or trysaikf 

„ and maintop sail ? . . • 
„ do. and reefed } ; -ail ? . • 
Under close reefed topsails nnri courses? . 
„ treblr rrcfptl topsails and courses? 

doublo rct'trrl topsaik andtop-gsllantsails? 
Under all sail except royals? 

when just abU- to carry royals? 
How does she cairy her lee ports? Very high out of the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Remarkably easy. 
Doe* she pitch eaiy T Yes. 

Is she generally speaking, an eas^ or uneasy ship ? Easy. 

How doee she, in genendi carry her hehn? A litde a weaOitf. 

How does she steer f Easy. 

How does she stay Y Very well. 

How does she wear? Middling. 
- Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ships? Veiy weaAeily 

How does she hehave lyincr to ? Well. 

She has run per hour by the log, with .as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 

Close hatil»d with smooth water : 

Under whnir nr single reefed topsails and top- 



gallant >:;ils ... 


9 k 


no 


t& 1 tathoms 


Under tlmihlf reefed topsails. . 


8 


n 


4 




Closed hauled witii a head sen': 










Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 










sails. . . • . • 


0 


1} 


0 


II 


Under close re^ed topsails and eonrsas . 


0 


t* 


0 


II 


Wind on the beam : 










Under close reefed topsails and courses. . 


0 


M 


0 


II 


Under treble do. do. 


0 


It 


0 


It 


Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 










sails. ..... 


0 


t* 


0 


tt 


In moderate weather unable to cany royals. 


0 


» 


0 


It 


Do. with all sail set. 


11 


M 


4 


» 


Wind on the quarter : 










Under double reefed topsails, topgallant sailSf 










and studding sails 


0 


it 


0 


It 


In moderate weather with royals and studding 










sails. . * . . • 


0 


ti 


0 


n 


Before the wind : 










In R pale. ..... 


0 


M 


0 


tt 


In moderate w eather .... 


10 


It 


4 


It 



Hqw docs she scud in a heavy gale Y 
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What is her best point of sailing ? From close huiled to wind abeanii or two 

points abaft. 

Coni])iirative rate of sailing with other ships ? Very good. 
Is she generally speaking, a wcll-huilt and strong ship^ or does she show any 
syuiptoms of weakness? Well buUt and strong. 

Signed. W. P. DESCHAMPS, Luut. Commander. 
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A Report of the sailing and otiher q[aalitie8 of this Ship, ascer* 
taiued under yarious drcomstances, and from strict obMratkm^ 
betvreen die 4tii of Maich, IBS69 and the lit of Jannary^ 1837* 



The draught of water which was estimated by the coa" 
ilraeloir tobe^lmitttiiiit • . • . 0 Hm^ 0 ia. ftmpatd* 

0 0 all. 

Hie dxaaght of wOm, tamoA on tiul tolio her boil 

rimf 11 0 IbrnHd. 

12 10 aft. 

TliorAooflwrinMlifiomlwrpwpgndiciilarf Foraaiatt iB.iaaftdi, 



M •* 

The necessary quantity of iron boUaat £oar hort • 25 tom. 
The quantity of wafer she stows ? . . , 2^tont, 

Her draught of water, with as inudi proviaiofia and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? • • 11 feet, 0 in. forward* 







12 


10 aft. 


Theheiglit of 


her ports when tuliy stowed with storen 






and provisions. 


. , . Foremost 


0 


0 




Midship 


5 


H 




AflORIMMt 


0 


0 



How many days of tiMftDowing artklao em she eoD* 
venkn^ stow far her eon^kment of menf FkoHrioiMy 5 nioiiAe«aderlMleliM* 

Breed » 

Dpnw n M 

Water „ „ 

Coab „ „ 

How anaedt On Onn Deck 4 guns. 9 poenden. IS owti 

0 0 0 

Poeeeberideeesyai her anchors? Yes. 
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The inclination of the ship : V 
Under stormy staysails or trysails ? . 1 
do. and maintop sail ? .1 
M do» do. a&drMlM fore sail? . I 
UndMclofedxtteftdtoMailsMideoaMr JKw hod* ■«» 
„ treUe reefed lopMils and ooomf I 
„ dooUevMlbdtDpeailt and top^gaDant nib t\ 
IhideraUeaaflxeepinrfebf • 1 
„ do, wheiijiiitaUeto caRjroyalit J 
H<nr does she eany bar lee povta. Tery high oal<tf Ate wator. 
Doee she roll easy or uneasy In 1km trough of the sea ? ReoMurkably easy. 
Does she pitch easy? Yeiy euy, not liafiqg vaabed awigr anytibiqg famtd 
during the nine months in commisaion. 

Is she, generaUy qp«akin^ m easy or uoeasy ship? The easiest vessel we ever 
•ailed in. 

How does she, in general, carry lier helm? A little a weather. 

How does she steer t Very well. 

How does she stay ? Stays like a cutter. 

Hoir doee she wear ! Very bandy. 

li aho weaAaEly or kewardly compared wttb odier lUpaf She liaa Jbodi flna- 
ieadiad and weattered every thing we Imve met iddk 
Hov doee sIm behave lying tot ITeiy dry and eaey. 
Sbe bas run per bonr by tile log witb aa mneb irind 
aa abe oodd safely carry fliii Mil to. 
Gloia hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed tepaaOaand top- 
gallant sails . . .9 knots, 0 fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsaila Within five prints firom the wind. 
Qoie hauled wuli n head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails? ..... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Uiadar eioie faaftd topeaOa and aooawi. 
Under teeblaraaftddai. do. • 
Under donUa laelbd topeaila andtopf allant- 
laila . . . • • 
Ihniodsrate wea&erunaUa toeantyioyala • 
Do. witb an sail set. . 11 4 „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double ree&d topeailiii top-gallant aaila 

and studding sails 
In moderate weatfier with royals and studding 
sails. . • • • • 
Before the wind: 

in u gale ..... 
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Before the wind : 

la moderate w«athcr. 



10 



If 



4 



How doM die tend in a heavy gale ? 

WbAt U W beat pobt of nflmgf On a wind 

CompMiitive nte of aailing witii other tld]»? Hm betten emy Aiag we 
liave aaQed witk in an eztmordinary tnanner. 

It the generally peaking, a well^bdlt and attong abtp, or doea alie ahow anj 
a ym p to Pia of weaknaiaf Doea not ahow weakneas. 



Signed, R. W. JONES, Likut. Commahdbs. 
W. ARCHERi SsGoirD If AstEB. 




Digitized by Google 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of thia $hip> ascer- 
tained under variona circaniatanoe8> andfirom atrict obaervationay 
between the SOtii of Anguat, 1837^ uul the lat of January, 18S8. 



riie draught of water whicli was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? 11 feet, 6 ui. forward. 

13 0 aft. 

Hie draug)it of water, found ou trial to be her best 
Mflii^ trim? .... &rvard. 

aft. 

Th» Tak« of hnr masts ftom W p<»p«ndieular ? Foremost in. in a fath. 

MainmssI „ „ 

Tho neoessaiy quantity of iron ballait for her f 20 tons 

The qtiantity of water she stows t 30 Ions. 

Her dnmgbt of water with as much proviaions and 

stoves as she can convenientlj stow? . 11 feet, 2 inch, forward. 

12 „ n „ aft. 

The height uf her porUn, when tally stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . Foremost 6 feet, 11 in. 

Hidsbip 9 1 
Aftennost B 2 
How many days of the following artides eaa aha con- 
veniently stow tat her complement of men f Provisiims, 5 months 

firead 

Spirits / gto^^i, inj,. provisions well. 
Water i 



Coah 

Mow armed f . . OuOunDeck 1 gun. 32 pounders. 49 cwU 

2 32 32 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? 

Q 
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Tlkt incliiMrtion dw ship. 1 
Ibder itocmj ttiiywib or tityMiflil 
„ da. and maintop MAt 
M do. dob and mfed fcwaailT 
Hnder close reefed topsails and cornea t . ^ StilC 
treble reefed topsails and coarse*? 
„ d oable reefed topsails and top-gaUant oails f 
Under all sail, except royals . . , 
„ do. when just able to carry royals . 
How doe»i she carry her lec ports ' High. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? £asy^ 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
Hov doea she, in general, carry her belmf Two ifOlM ft waaAv* 
How doeadia ftflcr? Easy. 
Bow doea slie stay t WelL 
How doea oho wear? WelU 

la ihe waadierly or leeward^ compand with oOier ihipBf WeaHiaify* 

How doea the behave lying to? No triaU 

She has run per hour by the log, wiflt aa much wind 

as she could safely carry this eafl tOw • • 
Close hauled with smooth "water : 

Under whole or single reafed ti^psails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 9 knots 4 fathoms. 

Under double reefed topsails. • , 

Close hauled witli a liead sea : 

Under double reefed tupaailti and top>gallant 
sails. • • V ■ • 
Under clooa ntAA tepiaiU and < 
Wind on die beam: 

Under eloee reefbd fopaoila and 
Under treble reefbd topeailo and oouraei. 
Under double reefed topoaile and tup-gallant 
eaila. . . . • , 

In moderate weedier unable to eaiiy royali. 
Do. with all sail left. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant saila 

and studding sail?: 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. ..... 

Before the wind: 

Inagale • • . . . 
In moderato weedier. 
How doee ihe acnd in a heavy galef 
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"What if her bett poont of niling. Wind a beam. 
ComparatlTe rate of aailing nith odier ehiptf Haa beaten mrt/ty naa-of-war 
•he haa lafled with. 

la ahe, gtnerany ^eakiD|b a well-binlt and atraqg aUp, or doeadie ahow any 
•jinptiHiiaof weaknent Wdl4niflt and atroog. 

iSgtud, P. CAMPBELL^ Iibut. OoiaiAim. 



H.M.S. RANGER. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of lUis t^liip, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, uudfrDin strict observation, 
between the 10th of February, 1837, and the 19th of April, 1838. 

TIm draught of wat«r which was eidmated by the cmi- 
ilvuetoTtobethebesttrimt . . . U feet, in. forward. 

12 6 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trii^ to be her beat 
sailing trim? ..... 11 8 forward. 

12 8 ail. 

The rake of her maats from her perpendicular ? Foremast 31 in. in a &lih. 

Mainaoaat 4i »» 
The necessary (quantity of iron ballast for her t 30 tffiDi. 
TheqitantitjQf wMteraheatowtY . SOtonsj 
Her draught of water, wiOi aa much proviaioiis and 
atovea aa ahe eaa conveiiifliiiljr etowf .11 fo^t, 3 in. £9rw«rd. 

IS 8 alft. 

The height of her porta, when fiilly etowed with atorea 
and proviaions. . . • Foremost 

Midship 
Aftermost 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for lier complement of men? Provisions 168 

Bread 126 
Spiriu 108 
Water 112 
Goals 168|loiMi. 
Howannedf . OnOonDecfc 2 guns. 9 poundara. 13 cwt. 

4 12 6 

Dcaa ahe ride ea^ at her inehors t Eaay. 
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' Not oovreedy aacertamcd. 



The inclination of the ship. 

Undisrstom^ staysails or trysails? , 

do. and mainfop sail ?. 
do. atid ct'cfcd toresiui / 
close reefed topsails and courses? 
trpble reefed top^ls ;ind ronrws ? 
double reefed topsaik and Uip-gaiiaDt ' 
sails f 

all sail, except roj;aUt 
do. when just aUe to carry royals f 
How doaa dia oantf k«B]o«.port»f Wall oofroMie wataiv 
Does aha roll easy or uneaqr in the trough of the aea ? Eaay, hot quick, 
without straining. 
Does she piteh eaqrt Emy 

la aha ganwally apeaking, an aa^ or uneaay shipf Qniek and eaay. 
How doeaah^ in geneial, carry her hdmf Alitda awaalher. 

How does she steer? Well. 
How does she stay ? Very well. 
How does she wear ? Very well. 

Is she weatlierly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Holds her own 
with other vessels she has tried with and forereaches. 
How does she behave lying to ? Extremely well. 
She hm run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . . . 

Closed hauled vi itli siiiuutti water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsaUs and top- 
gallant aaib. .... 
„ double Toefod topaidla. 
dose hanlad with a head aea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. .... 
„ dosa reeihd lopsafla and conxaM. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
ff treble reefed topsails and courses, 
double reefed topsails and top^gallant 



9 knotaOfhthoma. 
10 



sails. 



8 

7 

11 
11 



n 
If 



If 



0 
0 

0 
0 



M 



» 
n 



In moderate weathc^r unable to carry royala. 
Do. with all sail set. ... 
Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale .... 
Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails 
In moderate weatheri wi& royals and si 

sails. • 
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Bdbnthcirind: 

In a gale. . . . , 14 „ Q „ 

In moderate weatliflr. . . 10 ,| 0 if 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? Very well, steers easfly. 
What h her best point of sailing? Wind a point or two abaft tbe beam. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Hava had but little with 
veaaek of war, but pmpmWy had the advantage. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and .^irong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? Well-buiit and strong. 

^gned, J, H. TURNEB, Lam. CmaumM* 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship ascer- 
tained vakder varioiw oircamataiicei^ and from atriot observatioiia 
betiTMa of Jaauary, and the ofJannavy^ 



Tht dMiig^«f iPStnwluehwM estimated by lilMeoii> 
•tmetor tobe^beittximt . 11 fbel^ 0 in. farmed. 

18 0 aft 

The drrag^t of water, faond en trial to be her best 
NSbg Irimt « . . * . 11 3 forward. 

12 fi aft. 

The lake of her masti from her perpendicular Foremast in. in afath. 

Mainmast 7 „ 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her? 15 tons. 
The quantity of water s le slmvs? . . 32 tonS, 

Her draught of water, with as mucli provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . .11 feet, 11 in. forward. 

12 10 aft. 
Th» height of her porta, when ftdfyitowed withstoree 
aadpnmnona? • Foremost 5 7 

Midafaip 6 0 
Aftennoet 6 S 
How many days of die fidlowh^artieleaeandiBooiip 
Tcnimdj ilowfor hereomiilenMntof men? Proviaions 140 

Bread 140 
Spirits lis 
Water 
Coals 

How armed? . . On Gtin Deck 6 guns. 32 pounders. 25 cwt 

Does she ride easy at her anchors? 
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H.lf.8. CYGNBT. 



The inclination of the ehip. 

Under itormy staysails or tryiaikft 
„ do. andnuuntopsul? 
H do. do. «»d reefed Ibreiailt 
Undwc1oeefedU.tupeai]eandcoureeet * V 

A treble reefed topsails and courses? . 
t, doable reefed topsails and top'gal- 

lant sails ? ... 
Under all sail, except royals ? . . . 

,, do. when jn-Jt nblc to carry royala? • j 
How does she carry \wr U e ports Wt-ll. 
Does slie roll easy or uneasy in the trough uf the sea / Easy. 
Docs she pitch easy? Easy when improper sail is not carried. 
Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy sliip/ Easy. 
How does ihe, in general, carry her hdm ? A weaiher. 
How doea aha ateer f Raanaikably easy. 
Howdoesaheatajrl VerywdL 
How doea ihe wear? VezywelL 

la the weadieily or leewatdljr compared with mOnttASifBf Vaiy weathetly. 

How doea aha hehave lying to ? Veiy well. 

She has run per hour by the Iqgi with aa much wind 

as she could safely carry this sail to . . . 

QoBe hauled with smooth water : . 



Under whnio or single reefed topsails aad top- 
gallant saiU. .... 9 knots, 6 iathoms* 



Under double reefed topsails . . . 


9 


t* 


0 


ff 


Close hauled witli a liead sea: 










Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant saik. 


0 


1* 


0 


>> 


Under cloaa reefed topwib and ooiinea. 


0 


If 


0 


»> 


I^d on die beam: 










Under eloae reeled topiiaili and counea 


0 


» 


0 


ff 


Under treble laefed topaaOa and oounaa 


0 




0 


f* 


Under donUe reelbd topaaila and top-gaUant 










saib. , 


0 


ft 


0 


ft 


In moderate weather unable to earrjr royala 


0 




0 


1* 


Do. with all sail sek • . . . 


0 


.1 


0 


»f 


Wind on the quarter : 










Under doubk> reefed topsails, top-gaUaut Mils, 










and stiidflinp' sails. .... 


0 


n 


0 


tf 


In moderate weather, with rtiyals tuid studding 










tails ..... 


0 


it 


0 


ff 


Bafinre the wind : 










In a gale. * . . « . 


0 


If 


0 


>» 


In moderate weather. 


.10 


ff 


0 


ff 



How does ihe aeud in a heayj galaf 
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"What is her beat point of atiling? On a wiikL 

Companlive rate of ndKaiK widi other ahips ? Beat the Wolverine on a wind. 
Is she generaUy spealdng, a well-built and strong ib^ or dooo tho ahow 
•ny aymjiteinsofweaknoM? Well biiil| and atmqg. 

iS^gned. EDMUND WILLSON, Lieut. CoMMAmiBB. 
J. W. M. HALL, SscoKP MAaiia. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstaTiceSj and from strict observation, 
between the Slstof JannBiy, 18d6jaiidthe 7th of Janoary^ 1840. 

The dianglit of water wldcli wm estimated by ^ con- 
•truetortofaeihebeattrini? 11 fee^ 8 in. fenraid. 

12 6 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
lailiiig trimf 11 S forward. 

12 6 afl. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast in. in a &th. 

Mainmast 

Mizen-mast „ 
The necessary (Quantity ot iron ballast tor her ? tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . . . 4^ tons. 
Her dnmght of water, with as nmeh provisions end 
stone as she can conveniendy stow f 11 feel^ 3in.lbrwaid. 

12 < aft. 
The belght other porl^ when fidly stowed wilih stores 
and provisions t .... Foremost 0 0 

Midship 0 0 
Aftermost 0 0 
How many days of the following articles can she con- 
*<tQiently stow for her eomplement of men? Provision s 

Bread 
Spirits 
WaUr 
Coals 

How annodt On Qm Deck 4 guns. 9 pounden. 11 cwL 

Does she ride esij at bar anebofsr Yes, 



Stows five nondis pmi- 
sioos wdL 



Digitized by Google 



B.11.B« EXPRESS. 



12B 



Stand* up very well in 
deed under utilt. 



The inclination of tiic ship : 

Under stcnny staysails or trysailft? 
, and maintop sail ? . 
„ do. and reefed furesaii t 
Under close reefed topnails and coui^eti ? . 
„ tnbls nwlbd toptaile md ooutves? 
tt doybto roefed topmili and top-gallant nils f 
Under all aaH except roy alt? 
„ when juit aUe to eany royala I 
How does she carry her lee porta? Well. 

Does ilie roll eaay or nneaay in tibe trough of the ae»? Quick but easy. 
Does the patch eaay ? Quick but eaay. 

Is she generally epeaking, on eaay or uneoiy ahip? Like all fiMt aailing veaaab 

quick in her motions. 

How does she, in general, carry her helm? A weather. 
How does she ateer ? A child might ateer her, I have aeen her ateer heiaelf for 
wenty minutes. 

How does she stay ? 1 Does both well. 
How does she wear? J Stays in any weather. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ships ? Weatherly. 
How does she hehavo lyin^' to? Well, I have tried her in a hurricane. 
She has run per hour by the log, with aa much wind 
as she conld ?^afply curry this sail to. . . , 

Close hauled with sniootli water: 

Under whole or single reefed topnaiU and lup- 

gallnnt sail* . . .10 knots 6 fatlioin:^. 

Under double reefed lop»ui]!«. . . 8 G „ 

Closed hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topaula and top-gallant 

aaila. . . . 0 „ 6 „ 

Under dose reefed topsails and courses 0 „ 0 „ 

Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topaails and courses. 0 0 » 

Under treble do. do. . 0 0 „ 

Under double reefed topeans and tc^gaUant 

aula. . . . . . 0 ,1 0 „ 

In moderate weather undde to carry royals. 0 i, 0 
Do. with all sail set .0^4 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed tt^naila* top-gaUant sails, 

and studding sails . . 0 0 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . • . . .12 
Before the wind : 

In a gale. • • • • . 0 „ 0 
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JBefore the wind : 

in moderate weather . » • .10 kiioti 0 fulhonu. 

H«w does she scud in a heavy gale ? 
What U her best point of sailing ? On a wind. 

OompniliTOrate ni tdUng widi other ilqpst Under reelBd oo«f»es «ad tbiee 
reeA in die topeafle wwiUlbeatinoek viiiili. 

b dw gtnenUy speaking, a welMniU ■nd tlniiig Aij^ «r tet ehe ihov uj 
•jmptama of weeknent Veil biiilt» and » taodH to bar baiU«« wkotm be 
may b«r« been. 

Signed, W. P. CROK£» Libvt. Cowuxm, 
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A B^rt of the flailing and oliher qualities of lihifl Ship, aaoer- 
tained under various dienmstanees, and from strict obaenratioiiy 
between the 1st of August, 1838, and the Ist of January, 1839. 



The drau<jht of water which waf eatun^ted |>y thecoD' 
•tructor to be the be<t trim ? . . • * 16 feet, 6 iu. forward. 

16 6 aft 

The draught of water, found on tnai to he lier ht»t 
sailing trim ? . . . • , , forward. 

aft. 

Hie ytke of her maaU from her perpendicalTt ForeoiMt in. in afoot* 

Mainmaat i „ „ 
The neoanaiy qnanti^ of iron boUaat Ibr hert Nono • 

Ilioqaaiitity of water aheitmrif 4etoiUb 
Her draught of water, with aa niadi provima and 
atom aaahe can ceavcnieiitly Btowt Ifileet, liiulbrward. 

16 3 ift. 

The height of her porta when ftiDy etowed with store* 
and proviiiooa. • . Foremoet 8 0 

Midship 6 4^ 
Aftertnoet 5 6^ 
How many days of the following? iuticles can she con- 
veniently Stow for her complement of mm? Proviuoasi 4 months. 

Bread 

Spirits 

Water 

Coals 370 tons. 

Howansedf . Oa Quarter Dock Ifoa. lOmofa. 84 ewL 

2 32poattdani. 88 
Forectatlo 1 10 inch. 84 

2 32poandera. 82 

Doea she ride an^ at her aadnrBt Yea. 
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The iiicliimtion of tiic ship: 

Under «loriuy staysails or irysiuls . . 4 

do. and maintop aaH ? 
do. do. and reefed femail f 
Under dote reefed tup^iU and counet? . 5 
„ treble reefed topeaiU and eourees T 5 
double reefed topaaib and top-gallant 
sails? .... 5| 
Under all eail, except royals. 6 
M do. whenjtist able to carry royals? . 6 
How does she cany her lee ports ? Well. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea t Very easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easy indeed. 

Is she, generally spealcing, an easy or uneasy sliip ? Remarkably easy. 

How does she, in general, carry her helm 2 Rather slack. 

How does slie steer K.isy. 

How does she stay ? To a ceridinty, 3 minutes 30 8econd« cutniug round. 
How does she wear? Very well. 

Is she weatherly or Iccwaidiy cuuipared with other ships? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to? 
Sh» bat run per hour by the log^ wUh as mneh nmd 
as she could safely cany ibu sail to . . . 
Close hauled with smooih water : 

Under whole or siiigle reefed topsaila and top- 

gdknt aaila. .6 knots, 0 fetfacms. 

Und» double reefed topsalli . . . 7 „ 0 „ 
OoM hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

mih . . . • 4 «, 0 If 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. • 3 «i 0 m 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. • 8 ^ 0 
Under treble reefed topsails and cotirses. • 9 » 0 ^ 
Under double reefed tops^uls aud top-gallant 

sails. . . . . .diiGii 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 7 „ 0 „ 
Do. with all sail eeL . . 6 „ 0 

Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale. . • • . . 10 „ 0 „ 
Undnr double reefed topsails^ ti^<gallant sails 

and stadding saili. . 11 „ 0 „ 

In moderate weather widi royals and studding 

sails. • • • • t 6 t» ^ tf 

Before the wind: 

In a gale. . . . • 10 m 0 „ 
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Before tha wind. : 

In moderate weather > i » 0^ »» 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? Very well. 

What is her best point of sailing? On a wind, with a fresh bri i zes. 

Comparative rate of shiHul: \\ ith other ships? In light winds, from being able to 
spread but little eanvas, in cuinpariiUii with other vessels, is beaten. In strong 
winds and with a sea, I consider her to have very powerful qualities. 

Is she generally speaking, a wtlMmflt and strong ship, or does she ihow any 
symptom of wmIomm? A well4Mi]t and etvoiig ship, and possessing every good 
quality. 

i&gned, S. £. DACRES, Captain. 

F. C. 8YER» Sbmiok Libqt. 
H. J. LOUDON, Mastbb. 
Jho. RAYMONI^ Cabfbitoe. 
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H.M. STEAM SHIP, GORGON. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained ander wweiom oiieiiiii«tiiie8t» and £rom strict obaervalaony 
betvroea the iMHih of June, 1839, and the 2nd of Ajiri]* 1848, 

The dniight of water whidi wm ettimated by th« con* 
•tnietortobethebeittriiaf 0 ftet, 0 in. Ibrwsid. 

0 0 alt 

The draught of water fouiMi on trial to be bar beat 
aailiag trim ? • . . 16 3 forward. 

17 3 flft. 

Hie rake of bar nuuta fkmn bar peipendicular ? Foremast 4 in. in a foot. 

Mainmast i 

The neceasary quantity of iron ballast £(Mr bar f None. 
The quantity of water she stows? . 46 tons. 

Her dra\ighl o{ water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 16 feet, 2^ in. forward. 

17 3 aft. 

The height of ber porta when ^y stowod with 
atoraa and proriiioiia. Fovemoal 7 10 

Midifaip 6 1 
Aftannoat S 8^ 
Howmany daji of tbe ftUowiDg artidaa can iho con* 
veaiandy atow lor ber comi^enient of men ! PMrialona, 5 monliha. 

Bread 

Spirits „ 
Water 

Coals 

How armed? . On Quarter Deck 1 gun. 10 inch. 84 cwt* 

2 32 pounders. 82 
Forecastle 1 10 inch. 84 

2 32 pounders. 62 
Does aba rido aaay at ber aneboraf Yes. 
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She «teiid«i well undit 
"her pails. 



J 



The inelmtlaon of the Aip : 
Under atonnjr iti^tdb m tgytmk t 
f, do. and maintop aafl f 

„ do. do. uiid roefed furs sail? . 
Under closed reefed topsails lud eooneif 
tt treble reefed tops<ii)x and courses ? 

(Innhle recfetl topsaiU and tO]f-gaUuiit aii^ i 
Under all sail L XCfiit royals? " . *' ! 
„ do. wiicnjus! .ihK tr. carry royal ; ^ 
How does she carry lu i- lor purls. Well. 
Does hIk' roll orisy or uiieitsy in the trough of the sea? Emy. 
Does she pitch uitsy ? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an caay or uneasy Bhip? Easy. 
How does the, in general, carry her hdm? Under steato, half a turn a itarbeard ; 
tmder aafl, a weather. 
How does ahc steer f Easy. 
How does she stay ? Well under sail. 
How does aha wear ? under sail. 

It she weatberiy or leewardly compared with crther ships ? Weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ! No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log with as mudi wiad 
as she ooold safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water • 

Under whole or single reefed topaaikand top- 

s»all«nt siiils 
Under double rubied topsails . 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under dotdile reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saOaf ..... 

Under doae reefiod ttqpsaib and courses 
Unnd OB die beam : 

Under dote leeffed topsaila and ooniaes. 
Under treble veelied do. dow 
Under double lec&d topsails and tt^: . I .} 
sails ..... 

In moderate weather unable to eairy royals . 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double rcctcd topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studdin«» sails 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. ..... 

Beftfe tiio wind* 

Inagale .... 

In moderate weather. 

S 



Un<ier ?ail and steam 
1 0.^ knots. Has ?5team- 
cd 11 knots in smooth 
water. 



.7 
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ISO H.1I« 8TBAM SHIP GOBGON, 

How 4oM she neoA in a beary galet Yaj welL 

What b k«r bMi pobt of sailingf T«o polato dMft Hm btob 

CompaMtive rate of itiliiig wiA otfior aUpot 

U th* gonerally speakings a vdHmilt and atrong tli^ or does die elMnr any 



i%wil. W. HBNDERSON, Captaiv. 
W. W, WHITE, Mastbb. 
JOHN BARNES, Cabfsntek. 



H.M. STEAM SHIP CYCLOPS. 



A Beport of tibie iaJEog and oHher qualitiM of tiua Ship^ aioer- 
tained under Tarioos drcnmstanoesy and from strict obiemKtbny 
between the SStli of Maj, 1843> and the 2dth of September^ 1843. 

Hm draught of vster which wm ettimafted by the oon- 
ilnMlorlobedwbwttriiiir 0 M, 0 in. fimrwd. 

0 0 

The dnqght of witer; fooiidon trial to be hn beet 
ioilbgtrimf ..... 15 6 fimraxd. 

17 6 i4t 

Thecakeef hersiMleftoiiiapeipoiidlailarf Foremait 2| in. in a Iktfa. 

Mainmaet 3 »» 
Hie necmwiy quantity of iron ballaet iar her I None, 
The quantity of water she stows ? . 48 tome. 

Her draught of water, with as much pfovieione and 
stores aa the can conveniently stow? . . .15 feet, 11 in. forward. 

17 5i aft 

The height of her ports, wlien tully stowed with stores 
aud provisions. . . . Foremost G 0 

Midsliip 5 0 
Alleimoel 4 li 
How many days of the following urticleB oan the oon- 
venlcnfly ttowforher oompletnentofment Provvions 140 

Bread 140 



140 

Water 32 
Coak 420 tout. 
Howamwdf On Qnaler Deck 1 gima. 10 inch. 84 cwt 

2 8 131 
Forecastle 1 10 84 
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Does she ride easy at iier anchors i Very easy. 
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H.M. 8T8AM SHIP CT0LOP8. 



'J'he inclination v\ tin- i.liip. 

I. uuci stormy staysails or tryjuiil^i . . 
du. ami inain(<tj) sail .'. . , 

do. and roclcil lOiTsjiil .' . 10 

close rt't'fod topsail:; anil courses ? 
treble reefed topaails and courses ? . S 
„ double reefed to|MftUi and top-gallant 

«afl»? .... 6 
ti all sail, ,exc opt toyala ? . , . *^ < - 

„ do. when just able to cany royals f $ to 6^ 

How does she carry her lee porta Y Low. 

Does she roW easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? DMpi hut eaay. 
Does she pitch easy f Very eaMy. 

is she ifcnorally 8pvajLing,,ap easy, or uneasy shipf A^^adieulady easy ship. 
Uew 4ocs siic, in geuerul^ carry her helm? i to ^ a turn a weather* 
IloMf docs hhe stetr? Very easy, 
flow does shr stay ? Exceedingly weU. 
How does she wrar? Very well. 

Is 9I1C weatlierly 0/ lecwardly compared willi other ships? Wcatherly, the 
advantage greater with increase of wind and aea. 
How docs she behnvo lying to? No trial. 
She hus run p jr liuur by the log, with as much wind 
as die could safely carry this sail to. . . . 
Closed liatdcd with unooth wtAer : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... S knots 0 fathoms. 
„ doable re^Dd topsails. . f $t 0 „ 

Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under, double reefed topsails and top-galhuit 

sails. . . . 4 M ^ ft 

cloae reefed topsiuls and couises. ^ n 0 „ 

Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsail^i and courses. . 8 if 6 „ 
tr('>ilc reeled topsails and courses. 0 ^ 0 

double reefed topsails and top* gallant 

sails. . . • S u ^ »» 

la uioderiite weatlier unable lo carry royals. 9 „ 0 

Do. with all sail set. . . . . 9 „ 4 „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails . € 

In moderate weather, witii royals and studding 
sails. . .10 
Before the wind: 

In a gale. . 0 „ 0 

In moderate weather. . . 10 „ 0 „ 



M V >» 
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Huw docR she scud in a heavy gale ? With or without engines at work, well and 
remaricaibly casy« 

Whal blwrbMt point of MDiagt dn dM qoirtor. 

CompMMive nte of lailiiig witii odiier ih^f Ycij good lij dw wind in 
Strang braesoi. 

b the geMraOy t^tMag, t well4milt knd Strang ship^ or does dio show sny 
symptoms of wosknsH? An oieee^Bn^y Strang wdlrbiiilt ship. 

Passage from Athens to Malta under sail, 30th Jtmuxff to 8tii February, 1843. 
TheCydopi left Athens with not quite 24 boats of ooiils on bosrd snd only 10 
days pravinons snd wster. 

Allor bfling o«t IS horns she was put nnder tail, (boilen remaining fbll} snd dnxing 
2 digrs obnfenAm sgainst^ 'frefth' gsles snd string sqnAUi^ her perfonnance vas 
most admirable, and continued so undsr all flfawnrsfsnes* lulling tiifeipMaqgo; 
thagraatsit insHnrtiim heii^ llj digrass. 

Injastiea^dMnibM»ftinayhasMd, AatasasteamTesselofvsr, andersndidr> 

cmnstances, this ship is TOiy near perfection, as whether with or without coals, 
she is able tomahaany pssasgo nnderssil alon^ sariiftetoiflly and m>a<itioasly» 

TorandenMssh^ftdlyaffidanl^ Itappeantfiat 80 ho m e p oiw r more shonld be 
added to Aa nooUnal pomsat ptesAiron hnaid. 

Sgntd. HORATIO AUSTEN, CAPTm. 



STEAM V£SS£L DEVASTATION 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Sliip, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 16th of February, 1843, and thj Ist of April, 1843. 



The draught of irater which wm ulbiated hf ttie « 
•tnwIorlobethelMittijmt 0 feet, 0 in. fonraid. 

0 0 aft; 

The draught of wator* Ibtmd on tdal to be her beit 

sailing trim? .... forward. 

aft. 

The rake oi her masts from a perpendicukur 1 Foremost in. in a fath. 

Mainmast „ „ 
Misea-mast „ „ 

The necessary quantity of iMn billiitfiithevf None. 

The qnaatilj of imter eke stowtf 61 toni. 

Her draogbt of water wttb as much provkions and 

•totee ea the ean eon^eniendy itewf 13 feet^ 8 ineli. ftvwaid. 

14 w 6 „ aft, 

The height of her porti^ when Mly stowed with stores 
and fitof inolu ? . , . Foremost 10 feet, Sin. 

Midship 0 0 
Aftunnost 8 8 
How many days of tlie following articles can siic con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 

Bread 
Spirits 



Coeb 

Hovmudf . OuQiiailerDeek Igan. 10 iaeh. 84 awt 

2 SSponadeKB. 

Foxecialle . 1 lOhidi. 84ewt 

2 8! 

Does dw ride easy at her eaebertf Tei. 



BUM. SX£AM Y£88£l. DEVASTATION. 



stand* well nndflr aaOt, 



TbeinoUnatian of tbe aUp. 

Uttdflr tloiny staysails or trysails! 
ff do. and maintop sail ? 
,, do. do. and reefed foresail? , 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
f, treble reefed topsails an<l courses ? . 
f, double reefed topsails aivd top-gal- 
lant sails ? 

Under all sail, except royals i . * . 
. diK when just aUe lo eairy royalsf 
How does diowiyhavlaeiMiti! WdL 

Does die toll or imMiy indie trough of ihft Ma f I>«^, but easy. 
Do<sahepUdi«tiff Eaiy,if notpraiMd. 

Ii dM| gaMnUy tpaakiiig* an eiiqr or imeaij tSapl Yary eaqr imder nQ and 
under tteanif if not preosed* 
Hour dowthOf ingenend* cany harlielmf A matiwr. 

How does she steer ? WelL 
How does she stay ? WelL 
How does she wear ? Well. 

Is she weatherly or leewai dly compared with other il^a? Weatherly. 
How do^ she bcliave lyin^ to? Vory well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . . , 

Close liaulcd with huiouUi water : \ 
Under whole or dngle reefed topsails and top-^ 
gnDanttalb. . . • • 

CloMknled vMi * bond Ma: 



WorkmgOie engines at 
ffaU powir in onood^ 
I water ISi knots. 

/ Working the engines at 
full ponwr agiAHk • 
gala of wind, widi a 
biaTylieiidMa41Ma 
knots. 



Under doM reefod taqpsaila and 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and 
Under treble reefed topsails and course s 
Under donUe reefbd tqpaaihi and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . . 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals 
Do. with all sail set. • . . . 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsaiis, top-gollaut Miils, 

and rtoddUng saib. • ■ • • 
In modnate weadier, iHth royals and ttndding 



Before the 

Ina^le* 

In mod«mte weather. 
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How docfl she scud in a heavy gale t 
What M her best point of sailing . 
Cumpantne nte oCuiliDg with other ships ? 

Is she, generally speaking, a wdl*bttilt and atrong thip, or doesahe ahow anj 
sjrmptoiitB ol weakneas ? 

STigaed. H. W- lifiNRY, CovMAifunu 
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H.M. STEAM SHIP VIXEN. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship ascer- 
tained under Taiious ciicaniBtaDoeSj and from strict observation, 
between 11th of June, 1842, and the 1st of Januarys 1844. 



TIm dnoglitirf watariiUdiiru estimated by con* 
ilniotorlobeaebesttalmf . 0 IbeU 0 In. Ayrwsvd. 

0 0 all. 

This cbanglit ol water, ibniid on trial to be li«r best 
ssfling trimf . 12 6 ftrmotd. 

13 0 aft. 

Xhe rake of hn nasto firom a perpendiookr Forcmait in. in aftlih. 

Mainniast 0 „ 
Mizen-maat 0 „ 
The nocpgsary quantity of iron ballast for her? None. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . .58 tons. 

Her drauglit of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . . 11 feet, 2 in. forward. 

14 6 aft. 
The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? Foremost 0 0 

Midsbip 0 0 
Aftermoit 0 0 
Hovmany days of flie Holioiring arlieles oan she cen^ 
?enienfly stow Ibr bar com pl ement of menf FtoviBions ' 

Bread 

S^ts •• her pxovisions veil. 

Water 

Coals 

ilow amed! . . On Quarter Deck 1 gnns. 10 inch 0 ewt. 

3 32 pounden. 
Forecastle I 10 inch. 

3 32 pounders. 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? . Tes. 

T 
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H.H. BTBAM VIXBN 



Stiff under saO. 



The inclination of the ship. 

XJndia ttomy ttaysails or trysails ? « . 
M do. and maintop sail? 
„ do. do. and reefed foresail? . 
Under r1r»s<' rpefod topsails and courses? * 
treble reeled topsails and courses? 
double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails? 
Under all sail, except royala 
„ do. when just able to carry royals . 
Hmr does slie cmy her lee pcvta f Nme. 
Doe» «be iaU easy o? uneasy in the trougli cf lihe teat Easy* 
Does she pitch easy? Tes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or tmcaqr di!pt Eaqr* 
How does she^ in general, carry her hefan f Midiltipa* 
Hov does slie steer f WdL 

How does she stay ? Well. 
How does she wear ? Well. 

Is she weatherly orleewardly compared with Other shipat Weathedy. 

How does she behave lying to? Well. 
She has run per hour hv the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to, , 
Close haiiled with smooth water : 

Under \v hole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant nails. .... 6 knots 0 fathoma. 
Under double reefed topsails. 
Cloee hanled with a head sea ; 

Under douUs reefed topsails and top-gallant 



Under dose leele^ topsails and coursea. 
Wind on the beatii ; 

Under dose reefed twfmi* tnd eounee. 

Under treble reefed topsails and courses. . 

Under double ree&d topsaEs and top-gallant 
sails. . . . • • 

In moderate weathfc unable to catny royalf. 

Do. with all sail set* 
Wind on the qiinrtcr: 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant eails 

and studding sails. .... 

In moderate weather with royak and studding 

sails. . . • • • 9 »» 
Before the wind; 

IttAgaibs ..... 

Inmodanle wealiher. . 8 

HowdoeiaheioidinahaaiygaleT No 



H.M. STEAM y£S8KL TIXBN. 139 

What is iMrbnt point of nflingf Wind cn (Hie qnarlw. 
CoDipantlTe nte of Milingwilli other thipat Slow in fight windk 
It the g^craDy tpeaking, a well-built and strong diip) or dooi die ibow 
may itymptomi of weakneie t Strong and weQ-built. 

iS^Md 6. GIFFARD. Coiima]idi». 
6. GIL£S» Maisib. 
R. BAIRD, CAMftHTM. 



H.M. ST£AM VESSEL GROWLER 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Stop, aaeer- 
tained under varioos oirounMrtanceBt and from strict ohaemtiony 
between the Ist of January^ 1843, and the Ist of January^ 1844. 



T1i« draught of water which w»m MliiiMtBd fay Aft 4 
•tettdor to be the bett trim ? .... 18&^ 1 m. fonranL 

19 7 Aft. 

The draught «»f water, Ibmid on trial to be her beet 
•ailing trim ? . . . . . . U 6 forward. 

14 3 aft. 

The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremast 6 in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 6 „ „ 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? . None 
The quantity of water she stows t . • . 6i tons. 
Her draught of water, witli m miidi pnoTidoiia and 

ilorea aaahe can MmTemently stow t • 
< 

The height of hor poitt whaa fidly Btowedwilhalona 
and praviaioiui* Vopanaoat 

USdflhi^ 
Aflermoct 

How many days of tbefc^owing articles can she con- 
veniently atow for her ctnnpleinent of men ? Provisions, 

Bread 

Spirits 
\\ iitor 
Coals 

How armed I . On Quarter Deck 1 gun. 84 pounders. 85 cwt. 

2 68 65 

Forecastle 1 84 U 
Doaaiherideeaay atharandimif Very easy. 



lSfa«l» 


ain.ib 


14 


6 aft. 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 
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Tli« indiMAoD of A* tiuf i 

Urii«r ■tanj ■UqtmIIi or tiryMilsf . 
„ do. and audntoipMil? 
II do. do. and reefed fowiiilt . 
Under doM raoled topsails andcounes? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
II double reefed (opaaik and feop^allani 

sails? . . . • 3i 

Under ail sail, except ruyals. . . 3| 

„ do. when just able to carry royals? . ^ 
How does she carry lier lee port« ? 

Does she roll easy or uneasy iu the trough of the sea ? Easy, but deep. 

Dues she pitch easy ? Easy. 

(s she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Eaijr. 

How doei she, in general, carry her hilm Y Tkrae sjpokM a fraaflwr. 

How does aha ateerf RalJiar aaaf t 

How doea ahe atay ? Readily. ^ 
How doea aha wear f Baadfly , Imt from her great loigth reqmrae time 9t apace, 
la ilie wealiheily or laawardfy aoii^aMd wHk odwr a|j|af WaadiMly. 

now doea aha behave lying to ? Well. 
She has run per hotir by the log, wiA aa mueh wind 
AS she could safely carry this sail to . . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topaaila and top- 
gallant sails. . . ' . 5 to f) knots witliout ateam 
Under double reefed tupsmls . • 4 to 5| „ 

Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topaails and top-gniiunt 

SlUls a a » • 4^ |i| 

Under doaa reafisd lopaaila and oouxaas. . Ko tdaL 
Wind on the beam : 

Under doaa reaHsd topaaiia and eouraaa. . Noteial. 
Under frable reeftd tqieaila and couaea. No triaL 
Under double realMl topeaila and top-gallant 

aafla. . 7 to 8 ,i 

moderate waadiarnnablatocBvryroyali. 8| „ 
Do.widia]laaflMt. . . 8to9 ^ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topiailei top«gaUant aaila 

and studding sails. ..94 „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. • . . • 8 tu 9 ^ 

Before the wind : 

Iu a gale. .... No trial. 

In moderate weather . . 84 |» 

Haw doea ahe scud in a heavy gala ? No trial. 
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BJi. aVBAIi ▼MUi OBOWLBB. 



Vlutb her bMt point of atiUngr Wind on ^ <|Mrtar, 

Comparative rate of uuling with <ifli«rtklptt TiM only villi monhaat THidt 
had the advantage in genaial wilhont steaa. 

Is ihe generaDy q»oa]diig» a wdMnSland ttrang ah^ or dooa liw ihow anj 
•jnqitamsof waaknofif 



Signed. C. M. BUCKLE, CAPTAnr. 



JOHN LODWICK. Lmut. 
JOHN TUCKER, Maswb. 



JOHN TUBPID, CABVBiiTBm. 
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H.M. STEAM VESSEL HECLA. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the Ist oi January^ 1840, and the 1st of January^ 1S41. 

Tlie draught of water which wu Mtmuited by the CfWi- 
structor to be the best trim? ... 0 feet, 0 in. forward* 

0 0 aft. 

The draught of water found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . . . .00 forward. 

0 0 ill. 

Thenk« ofh«riiiaitefttimaperpeiifi«iilirt FotomhI ib. Inaftiot. 



Hw ngemBKcy quantitjr of iron baUaat Ibr ha f None. 
The qoaodty of water ihe itowtf 85 font. 

Hot dzanght of water, with oa wttcih pravlrioiii nd * 
atofoi aa iho cat! oonreiiinitlj atowf ISfta^O !ii.lbvwaid» 

14 0 alL 
The height of her poets when ftiUy stowed with 
stores and provisions. Foremost 0 

Midship 0 0 
Aftermost 0 0 
How many day of the following articles can she con- 
veoiently stow for her complement of men? Provisions, 168 

Bread 224 
Spirits 168 
Water 
Coda 

Hovannedf OnQnartorDeck 1 gm. 92 pomdaKk 41 ewt» 

Doeediefideeaajratber aachetif Baqr* 
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H.M. ITXAli VBSBBL HBCLAi 



The inclination of the ship: 

Under stormy staysails or tiysails/ . 
and maiuiop sail ? . . . 

„ do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed top:»aik and courses ? . 
„ treble i«efi»d topiaili md eoiineet 
„ doable reefed topnilB and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail except royals? 
„ w1i«i just able to oanj royals f 
How does she carry her lee ports? 

Does «he yoU easy or nneaay in the trough of die aea? Easy. 
Does she pitdi ea^ ? Yes 

Is she generally apealdng, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. . 
How doea she, in general, carry her helm? Two i^okes a weather. 

How does slic steer ? Very easy. 
How does she stay ? No trial. 
How does she wear? No trial. 

Is she weathorly or leewardly, compared with other ships? 
How does she behave lyiiiir to ! No trial. 
She ha.s run per hour by tlie log, with as much vviud 
as she could safely carry thiii sail tu. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole ot tSxk^ reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails 

Under double reefed topsails. 
Cleoed hauled irith a head sea : 

Under double redbd topiaili and top-gallant 

s&ils* • • • • • 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

t7nde» close reefed topsails and courses. . 

Under treble do. do. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. ..... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 

Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter ; 

VuSbet double reefed topsails, top-gallntMuls, 
and etttdding sails ... 

la noderale wearier with royals and studdingl 11 knots wtdi steam. 

sails. «... .J 9 knots without steam. 
Before the wind : 

In a gale. ..... 

In moderate weaUier * • . .8 knots. 
Hbwdocasheaeudinaheavy gale? NotiiaL 




H.M. 8TSAM VBMBIi fiSOIiA, 
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What it bflrbMt point efMOiiigr NotriaL 

CompanHiw nto of Maing nitfi oHmt di^t Undiar itMiB, betl Am iteaBi 
v tt idi Kite and Spitfire vtiy mneli. 

If ilw gwMnUy fpMkkiiif , a wdl-biiQt and ttrong ahipy or doaa the ilww my 
•ynptoma of vaaknaait Stniiii([^. 

I^gned. J. B. CRUFF. Luvt. Commajkvmm, 
JOHN J. BALL^ Smokd MAftms. 
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H.M. STEAM VESSEL ARDENT. 



A Report of the aailing and other qualitiet of this Ship, aseer- 

tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation^ 
between the Ist of January^ 1843, and the 1st of January, 1844. 

The draught oi water which was estiniau^d by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . 0 feet, 0 in. forward. 



aaOiiig trim f 



0 


0 




\ 

11 


9 




12 


0 





The lafce of hcrmaati ftom a p€«ym«Hniliir t FotmimI 4iiii.maiMu 

' MaiiMMiil 5 „ 
TlMoeceMwyqiMiitttyef iron baDttt for Iwrf Noim. 
The quantity of water ihe atom? . 34 tODi. 

Hot draught of water, with as mueli pioviiioiit and 
atomaadiftcaitCDiivenieiitly atowf • . 12 feet, 3 in. forward. 

12 8 aft. * 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
uid provisions. ... Foremost 0 0 

Midship 0 0 
Aftermost 0 0 

How many days of Uie following arlielet am dm an- 

140 



Spirili 140 
Water 40 



OnQnaiterDeck 2fiiiw.a2]poiiaiBia.2Smrt, 
ForBBiifle 1 68 6$ 
DoeesharideeMfatliaraB^omt Tat. 
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Tht inclination ui the »lup. 

Under stormy staysails or try »til8 ? . . 14 
ft da» and nianitop Mil f. 
tt do. and xeefed foresnil t 
f, cloie reefed topsaib and coureesf 
„ treble reefed topsails and course;) ? . 14 
„ donble reefed toi>miIs and top-gBllant 

•afla? .... 8 
,1 all sail, except royaltt . 5 

„ do. when just able to aairj royals? . 6 
How does she carry her lee ports 2 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea t £aay- 

Dot's she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is hIu' ^(.'ticrally speaking, an easy ur uneasy ship ? Easy, 
How docs she, in general, carry her helm A little a weather. 
How doi's she steer? Well. 
Uuw does she stay ? Quick. 
How does she wear l Quick. 

la elie weadiedy or leewardly oompeired widi other ahipa ? Weatherly. 
How doea the beha7e lying tot Very wdL 
She baa run per hour by tiie log, with as much wind 
aa ahe could aafely carry thii nil to. . 
Cloaed botded with emooth wal«r: 

Under whole or ui^le reefed lopeaila an 1 top- 
gallant sails. .... $ knota 0 fiidionu. 

„ double reefed topaaili. . . 3 » 0 „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsaila and top^gallant 

sails. . . . • 0 „ 0 „ 

„ close reeled topsails and courses. . 0 „ 0 „ 
Wind (Ml the bi'iun : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . 0 „ 0 „ 
treble reeled topsails and cuiur^iea. . 0 0 
„ double reefed topsails and top gallant 

sails. . . ■ 4 4 If 

In moderate weather unable to carry royab. 6 » 0 „ 
Oo. with all aail set. . • . ' 7 „ 0 „ 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under dotdile reefed lopiaili^ top-gallant aails 

and studding eaile . . 0 0 » 

In moderate weather, witb royals and studding 

sails. • . . . .8f|0,, 

Before the wind ; 

In a gale. . . . . . 0 „ 0 „ 

In moderate weather. , 7 „ 6 „ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? Very well. 
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H.H. 8TBAK TBMXL ABDaNT* 



What is her best point of snninir? Wind quarterly. 

Compnratirc rate of sailing with other ships? Fa?t and wpnth^rlv. 

she :'pn« rally speaking, a well-built and ttrong ship, or does she show may 
sjrmptomii oi weakness? 

SSgmd, JOHN RUSSELL, CouMAXiiBft. 
H. E. & WINTHBOP, Luvi. 
JAMES DOIDGB, JMUim. 
JOHN EDWARDS, CAinmR. 



H.M. STEAM VESSEL HECATE. 

♦ 



A Report of tiie saifing md other qnalitiee of tiiis Ship, asoer- 
taiiied under yarious circoinstaiioes, and from strict obienrBlaoDy 
between Hie 22lnd of Sept. 1840^ and the lat of Jan. 1841, 

The draught of water wliitli wa» estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim 2 0 feet, 0 in. forward. 

0 0 aft 

Tin to^t of water, found on trial to be htf beat 
a afling trimt • • « • fbcvariL 

aft. 

Tliatdkaaf harawttiftoBiapaipfBdiealtrf tonmM in.iaalhl]i. 

Maimnatt ^ n 

Mizen-maat „ „ 
Tha naoaiaary quanti^ oi inm ballaat for h«f None. 
The quantity of water she flCowst • . 33 tOOi. 

Her draught of water with as much pvoTinfnia and 
atorea aa iha can oonyeiiieBtly vUtirt feet, inch, forward. 

It tt 

Thabaiglitaf barpofti^ wba&ftdtyalawadirilsbataNa 
anApravinonai • • * xwamoai 

Blidahip 
Aftamoat 

How maoy day«(tf tha following artidoa can die eoQ- 
vaaianttyatowforbarooaiplainantaf maaf Pkoflnoiia 10 vaaka. 

Bread 10 
Spiiita 10 

Water 7 „ 
Goals ^ 7i days for steaming. 
How aianedt . . On Qnarter Deck 1 gun. [ 68 poonders. 65 cwt. 

2 32 50 
ForocasUe . 1 08 65 

Does she ride easy at her anchors f Yes. 
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B.M. fTBAM YS88SL HBCATS. 



The isdinitioii of the ihip. 

Under etomij ttayaaUe or tiyitflif 
do. end maintop lailt 
do. do. end reefed fereeeilf 



•n 



Under dose reefed topiaila end eownet t 
„ treUe reefed t(q[MBiU end eooiaeef 



» 



double reefed topsails end top-gal- 
kat sails? 
Under all sail, except royals f 

„ do. when just able to canty royals t 
How does she carry her lee ports ? 

Dues 8lie roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea I Easy. 

Does she pitch easy? Easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship.' Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? 
How does shtj sleat I Well. 
How does she stay ? WelL 
How doee ibe we«r t WelL 

Jb aheweiliheily or leewwdly compared vitii odier ships ? No IriaL 
Hov doee she behave lying to? No IrieL 
She hae ran per hour by the lojg^ nidi ae nmeb wind 
«8 ahe oonld aafdy carry diis aafl to 
Goae banded with amooth water: x 

Under whole orau^le reefed topeaila and top-^ 
gallant sails. .... 

Under double reefed topaaila . • 
dose hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and to]>-gallantsaila> 

Under close reefed tnpagilia and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 

Under Ireble reefed topsails and courses 

Under doid»1e reefed topsails and top-gaUant \ 

No trial without steanu 



In m odeiate weather wnible te carry royala 
Dow with all aail let . . . . 
Wind on die quarter: 

Under doable reefed topaail^ top-^pdlent aaili, 
and atndding iaila. . . . . 
In moderate weather, with n^els and atndding 
sails . • . * , 
fiefere the wind : 

In a gale. . . . • 

In moderate weather. 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? Mo triaL 
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H.M. 8TKA1I VESSEL HECATE 
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What It bcv beat point of tailing. Wind quarterly. 
CompantiTt rate ofaailing inlih odier ah^t 

la aha, gaoendly qptaldng, a waU^lnnlt and alvoiig or doaa aha Aom aaj 
aymptoma of veakneaa f Wall-lniflt «nd atnmg. 

Signed. J. H. WARD, CoioiAirois. 

THOMAS SCOTT. Mastib. 



U.M. ST£AM V£SSEL LOCUST. 



A Report of the aailing and other qnalitiea of this Ship^ aioei^ 
taiaed under wloiis ciieiiiii8taDoeB» end from siziot oibMration^ 
between the 17th of October, 1840, and die Ut of January, 1844. 



Tlw draught of vatariAidi «M Mtinutadbj dM( 
niBtartoWdwbMltilmt O^Ola. 

0 0 

Tlwdrangbt of water, fimad en trial to be W bott 

Oiqgtrimr 9 6 

• 0 oft. 

Xtoiakoof IwraMateftiimopttpoBfKiinkrt Foremaot in.iaaft&« 



The necessary quantity of iron ballait fiar hor f Na 
The quantity of water slie stows ? . 
Her draught of water, with as much proviflioni and 
storei at ahe can conveniently stow f 9 feet, 5 in. forward. 

9 6 aft 

The height of her ports, when fully atowed with stores 
and provitiona ? • . • . Foremost 0 0 

Ifidahip 0 0 
Aftennoot 0 0 
HovBMDy days of thoftOowingartidMcoaiheeoii^ 
nnioadjrolowftrliorooiiiphnioBtofiDaiit Pwriaoao lOwooko. 

Bkcod 8 
Sjikilo 10 tff 
Wator 
Coola 

Hoir omod? . Oa Quarter Deck 2 guns. 6 brass , 0 «el^ 

Focoeaodo 1 S3 
Dooi aho ride oaay at ker anehorat Voy oaij. 
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The indtnalioii of die iliip : 
Uiidw ttoimy ttajMiU 4Mr tiTMilft? 
It do. and maintop f 

„ do. do. and reefed fore sail? . . 
Under closed reefed topsails and courses ? 
tf treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
, , doxible reefed topsails and top»gaUant sails ? 
Under all sail except royals? 
„ do. when just able to carry royals? 
How does she carry her lee ^otla. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
Hov does ihe, in general, carry her helm f A little a weather. 
Hov does she Btewf VerywdL 
How doea she atay t WeD. 
How does ahe wear! WdL 

la she weatherly or leewaidly oompared with other ships ? 
Howdoesahehehayelvinff to? Very well. 
Shf) lun^jp^ jMiir by xb» log with as much wmd 
as she could s&fe^ carry this aiHl to. * • . 
Qoie hauled wilh smooth water : 

. .Uadw whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails 
Under double reefed topsails . • 
Close hanled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? .... 
Under close reefed topsaiLi und courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefod do. do. 
Under double ra^»d topsails and top-gn ! : 

sails .... 
In moderate weather unable to eariy royals 
Do. with all aail set. 
Wind OB Am qimrter ; 

Under double reefed topsails, top-galtant i«aiU 

and studding sails 
In moderate weather with royals aud studding 
sails. . . . * » 

Before the wind; 

in a gale ..... 
Tn moderate weather. 
How does she scud m a heavy gale 



Never had a trial in a 
breese of wind. 



) 



Never been under sail 
alone in any weather 
to form a eorreet 
opinion. 
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H.U. 8TBAM LOCVIT. 



What n her best point of Mulmg t 

Gompuative imte of tailing ^th other lihips f Never tried with any other sb^. 

Is the generdy ^pealdng, a wdthiult and strong ship, or does ahe ihow mqr 
aymptoms of weakness? Has behaved weQ onder steam in a leairay and aeema 
to he well-built and strong. 



^f^. FREDRICK SHORT, Liudt Commahbxk. 
W. SQUIRE, Second Mastbb. 



H.M. STEAM SHIP ACHERON. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship ascer- 
tained under various circumstanceSj and from strict observation, 
between the 2nd of Dec. IHSti, and the 2ard of Dec 1841. 



Tile draught of water which ma ettimated by the eon- 
Btructor to be the beat trim ? ... 0 fee^ 0 in. forwaxd. 

0 0 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? • . . . . 10 6 forward. 

11 3 aft. 

The rake of her masts £rom a perpendicular Foiviuuit iu. iu afath. 

Mainr.i.ist 0 „ 
Mizen-mast 0 

The necessary quantity of iron ballaat Ibr her t Koneu 
The quantity of water the ttovt t • .38 toni. 

Her dnnig^t of water, with aa mnch provuioni and 
■torataiaheeanoonvenientilj atowt in. forward. 

aft 

The height of her pona» when IbDy itowed with etoree 
and provinonst Foremott 0 0 

Midship 0 0 
Aftermost 0 0 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions ' 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 

Coah 

How armed? . . . On Ucck 2 guiis. 9 pounders 0 cvk'L* 

iDoes she rids easy at her anchor* t • Yes. 



WdL 
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U.M. STEAM VESi$£L ACHKHOS, 



' StaDdswellandorheriailt. 



The inclination of the »hip. 

Under stonny staysails or trysdls ? 

io. and main'op sail? 
do. do. and reefed foresaiif 
Under close reefed top^Jails and courses ? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses? 

double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail. I'xci pt rovnli . . , 
(lu. when juiJl able to carrv royals . 
How does she carry her lee porJis ? 

Does she roll etuy ur uneasy in the trougii of the sea? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy oruneasy shipt Easy. 
How does she, in general, cany her hetm ! Haifa tum a weathw. 
How does she steer? Easy. 
How does she sfayf WdL 
How does she w«arf Well. 

Is she waatherly or laewaidly oonqparcd wHh oHwr sUpst Naver tiiid wtth 

other vessels, 

IIow does she behave lying to? Well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as moch wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauleil with smootb water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsmls and top- Under sail and steam. 

gallant sails. .... 1 1 knots 6 fathoms. 
Under double rt eied topsails. . . 10 „ 4 „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gaOattt 

aailfl. • • . 10 I, S M 

0nder doae raafbd topaaQs and oovines. 
Wind on die beam : 

Under dose raefed topsaik and eounas. 
Under treble reefed topsails and ommes. 
Under double reefod topeails and top-gsDant 



Tn moderate weather unable to eairy royala. 

Do. with all sail set 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 
and studding sails. 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . • • • 12 „ 0 „ 

Before the wind : 

iu a gale . . . • • 

In modarale weatlier. » • 10 S „ 

How does die scud in a beafy gslat 



H.lf. 8TBAM TBBSBI* AOBBEON. 16/ 

What is her bu&i point of sailing? Wind on tlie quarter. 

Couipmative rate of sailing with other ships ? Sails and steams well as coui> 
pared with other ahipe. 

Is the generally speaking, a we11«hiiilk and atrang ship, or doee die ahmr 
any symptoma of waakiMM? Well-built fine ^mu^^ hat moderately atroug heiag 
for paoket lenrice. 

Signed. AND. KENNEDY, Lnirr. CoviiAvoia. 



The foregoing Vessels were designed by Captain SirWilliaiii 
Symonds, the Surveyor of the Navy^ and form the 
great majority of the ships constructed by that officer, 
already GommissioDed. 



The following are some of the Ships bailt upon the plans of 
Sir R. Seppinos, the late Surveyor of the Navy, and 
also some of those constructed by the late School of 
Naval Architectare. 



H.M.S. RODNEY. 

(By Sir Kobt. SEPPINGS.) 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of Ifhis Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 18 , and the 12th of May, 1840. 

Tlu' draught ot wtUer wliich was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim? ... 0 feet, 0 in, furward. 

0 0 aft. 

The draught of water found on trial to be her best 
MiUngtrimt . .00 faimard. 

0 0 aft. 

The rake of her inasta from a perpendieular ? Foremaat in. in a feth. 

Mainmaat 
Mtzen-maat 

The Decenary quantity of irtm ballast for her f 220 tons. 

We consider she would be im- 
proved by taking out 40 tons. 

Thp quantity of wafer she stows? . 411 tons. 

ilcr draught of water, with m much proviiiioiiti and 

^itores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 2:5 feet, 1 in. forward. 

24 5 aft. 

The height of her porta when fully stowed with 

stores and proviaions. Foremoet 8 3^ 

Midship 7 4 

Aftermost 8 3 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 

venieatily stow for her complement of men ? FTorisions, 

Bread 

Spirits 

Water 

Coals 

How armed? On Lower Deck 2 guns. 68 pounders. 50 cwt 

30 32 56 

Main Deck 34 32 56 

Quarter Dock 18 32 48 

Forecastle 8 32 48 

Does she ride easy at her atirhors? Yes, having rode several Strong breezes in 
Barcelona roads, and at times with a heavy sea. 



Can stow 900 baj>s of 
bread, and (] mouths of 
every other species of 
provisions. 
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The inclination of tbe ship : 

Under stormy staysails or trysaib ? . 

„ do. aiid inaiittup sail ? . . ' 

„ do. do. and reefed ibreMil I 
Under ekiM reded topiailt and eoiinnt , 
„ treUe reefed topsails and coiuraes f . 4 to 5 
„ double reefed topsaik and top^galknt 

•aibf .... Sto7 
Under all wolf except royals. 
„ do. wlienjuet able to cany royalet . 
How doM the carry her lee porta f Well. 

Does ibe roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea t Easyf hut deep and quieky 

have seen her roll from 21 to 24 degrees each way. 

Does she pitch easy? Yes, both at anchor and under ueigh. 

Is she* generally speakings an easy or uneasy ship! There cannot be an easier 
ship. 

How does she, in general| carry her helm ? A little a weather, but slack, with 
the lenst head sea- 

llovv duea she steer ? Very ea«y. 

How does she stay ? Remarkably well, but all sail set is 3^ minutes. 
How does ihe wear f WeU. 

li aha weadiedy or leewardly compared with odier aMpaf Do not eonrider m 
weatiierly ship. 
How dooi die bdiave lying to f WdL 
She has run per hour by the log^ with as nuich wind 
aa iba could caliBly cany tUa aail to • 
Cloie hauled with nnoodi water : 

Under whole or abgle reefed topeaHs and top- 
gallant aaili. . • 8 knots. 4&thonui. 
Under double reefed topsails . • ^ tt ^ n 
CSoie hauled with a head 9ea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails . . . 6 to 7 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed top^iails and courses. . 

Under treble reefed topsails and courses. * 
Under doable reefed topaaUs and top-gaOant 

iaik. .... 
In moderale weather imaUe tooarry royals. 
Do. with all sail set 
Wind on the quarter: 

Under double reefed topaafla, top-gallant saib 

and stndding eatls. 
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Wind on the quarter: 

In moderate weather with royals and ataddiog 

sails. . . * • 12 knoU. 0 fathoms. 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. .... 

In modnate vealiher 10 4 „ 

How doM die send in a lieavy gals ? 

What is lunr best point of sailingf With the wind abeain, or from 1 to 3 points 
free. 

Comparative rate of ssiling with oUier shipsr Certsiiilj not inferior to any of 
die ktge ships she lias been in eompany wiA, dtwnySy ekcepting the Vanguard* 
and no donht she will heat 19 line of battle ships oat of SiO, of ths pnomt day. 

Is she geaersDy spealdng, a well-hnilt and strong ship, or does she show any 
synqptoms of weakness? Wett-boilt and strongs nem havii^ shown any 
a ymp t a ma of weakness. 

^gMd, HYDE PARKER, Commodobb. 

G. B. HOFFMEISTER, Mastee. 
W. SEARLE, Carpbntek. 
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H.M.S. R(3DNEY. 



(Sir Ron. SBPPINOS.) 



A Report of the saiUng and other qualities of iSiis Ship» aacer- 
tained uncler Tarioua eircutnatanoea^ and fitom strict obaervation^ 
between the 13th of May, 1840^ and the I6th of October, 1843. 

Th» diiiqg]it«f wstMr wUeh wu attiiiiatad hf lli»eon> 
■tnietor tobe diebMttlim! 28 feet, 0 in. Ibmrd. 

24 1 aft. 

The draught of wttcr, finind on trial to be her beat 
««]ingtriin? .... 23 8 forward. 

24 6 aft. 

ThenkeofheriiuHrtafromspeKpeiidieulsrf Foremast 1| in. in a fiUh. 

Mainmaat 2^ „ 

Mizen-mft$t4 » 

Tlic necessary quantity of iron ballast for her? 180 tons. 

The quantity of vvater she stows? . . 411 tOllS* 

Her draught of wuti r v ith as niuch provisions and 

»t ores as she can conveniently stow? . 23 fe^t, 7 inch, forward. 

24 „ e „ aft. 

The height of her ports, wheaftiUjr stowed nidi stmei 

aad provisions f Foremost 

Middiip 

Aftermost 

How many days of the lUlowing artades can she con- 
TOiiiently stow for her compleoient of men ? Provisions 160 

Bread 130 
Spirits 160 
• Water 140 

Coals one year. 
How armed t . . On Lower Deck 6 gun. 68 pounders. 65 owt. 





26 


32 


66 


Main Deck 


4 


68 


65 




30 


32 


56 


Quarter Deek 


18 


32 


42 


Forecastle 


8 


32 


42 



Does she ride ea^ at her anchors ? Yes. 



H.M.8. RODNEY. 

The inelinfttion of the ship. 

Under ttonny •tayaaik or try saib? . 
dOb and maintop eail ?. . 
„ do, and leefed foresail? 

doee ceefed topiaib and oounest 
„ treble ree&d topnila and coitnes t 
I, double reefi»d toiMHula and tf^gallant 
sdbf .... 
tf all sail, except royals ? 
„ do. when just able to carry royal* ? . 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Vcrv well. 
Does she roll easy or uaeasy in the trough of sea? JSasyi has roUedfrom 20 
to 30 decrees. 

Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Remarkubly easy. 
How does slie, iii general, carry her helm 1 Rather slack. 
How does bIm steerf WeU. 
How doe* she stay? WelL 
How does she wear f WelL 

Is she weatbeiiy or leewardly compared with oihet shqpsf Weaftherly. 
How does she behave lying to f WeU. 
She has run per hour by die log, with as much wind 
aa she oould saMy eany dda sail to. . 
dosed hauled with smooth water: 

Under wh(^ or aingle reefed topsails and top> 

gallant sails. .... 0 knots 4 fathoms. 



„ double reefed topsails. 


9 


II 


0 


n 


Close hauled witli a head sea : 










Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 










sails. ..... 


e 


11 


4 


»» 


„ close reefed topsails and courses. 


6 


H 


0 


II 


Wind uu the beam : 










Under close reefed topsaib and courses. 


9 


J> 


4 


If 


„ trdile reefed topaaila and courses. 


9 


»» 


0 


M 


„ double reefed topsaOs and top gallant 










sails. • , . • 


10 


>» 


4 


n 


In moderate weather unaUe to cany loyals. 


9 


fl 


6 


II 


Do. with all sail set. .... 


10 


M 


2 


n 


Wind on the quarter : 










In a gale. • . . . . 


10 


it 


0 


II 


Under double reefed topaaibi top-gallant sails 










and studding sails 


10 


n 


4 


ft 


In moderate weather, with royals and studding 










sails. • • • . • 


9 


II 


4 


II 


Before tlie w ind : 










In a gale. . • • . . 


9 


II 


0 


II 



7 to 10 
7 to 10 
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bVo 6 
4 to 5 
5to 7 
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II. M. 8. UODNEY. 

(Sir IL Sq^jmtg$,) 



Before the wind: 

In moderate weaUier. .6 knott. 4 Ikthaais. 

How does the Mud in a beary gale? Verjr euy. 

What it her beet point of stiling. On a wind, or wind abeam, ortwopointt 
abafu 

ComparatiTa rate of tailing with other ahipif Well. 
Is she, generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? WeU->built. 

Remarks. — Having had opportunitieg of judfrlne of the ship's qualities under 
every cirriimstanci\ from light winds to heavy gales, in smooth water and in 
tremendously heavy seas, in the Mediteiranean Sea, in the Western Ocean and 
in tltc S'nithern Ocean. I have, therefore, no hesitation in pronouncing her a« 
fine a mau-ol war as ever swam the ocean. 



Signed. ROBT. MAUNSELL, Captain. 
S. FLINN, MAsii,K. 
W. COOK, Caepentbe. 



H.M.8. T Y N B. 

(Sir R. SEPPINGS.) 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation , 
between the 7th of February, 1834, and the 21st of April, 1837. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trun ? 0 feet, 0 in. forward. 

0 0 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? • « . < * 16 6 forward. 

16 Hi aft. 

The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremaat in. in a fath> 

Kfainaaat „ 
Misen-mast „ 
The neeenary quantity of iron ballast for her ! 78 tons. 

Hie quantity of water she stows 7 . tons. 
Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? 16 feet» 6 in. forward. 

16 Hi aft 
The height of her ports, when folly stowed with storos 
and ptoviaioos ? .... Foremost 5 10 1-8 

Midship 4 11 1-8 
Aftermost 5 7^ 
How nifliiv days of tlic following articles can slic con- 
veniently stow fur hercoroplenientof men ? Provisions 

Bread 

j 

Coals J 

How armedf Main Deck 20 guns. 32 carronades. 

Quarter Deck 6 18 

ForecasUe 2 U guns. 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? No trial. 



Stows her provisions 
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The inclination of the ship : 

Uuder stonny staysails or tcyrat'h i 

„ and maintop «^ail t , . . 

„ do. and rcett d ton-sai! ? 
Under close rceli d topsails and courses? . 
„ treble reeled topsails and cmirses / 

double reekd tup^i^iil.s and tup-Lallan; sails? 
Under all sail except royals ? 

„ when jtut able to carry ruyalg ? . 
How do«» the eany her lee porta? Not vety well. 
Doea aha zoU eai^ or uneasy iu the trough of the lea f No trial 
Doca ihe pitdi eaay ? No trial. 

la ahe generally ^peaking, an ea^ or unaaqr ahlpt No triaL 
How doaa aha, in general, carry her hefant WaU. 
How doea aha ateert WeQ. 
How doea ahe atayf WeU. 

How doea ahc wear ? Well. 

la ahe weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ahipa? Weatherly. 

How doea she behave lying to ? No trial. 

She has run per hour by the log, with aa nmch wind 

. she could safely carry this sail to. . , , 

Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails . . .8 knots. 0 fathoms. 
Under duuble reefed topsails. . . 8 „ 0 „ 
Qoaed hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topaaila and top-gallant 



Under doae reefed topiaila and connea 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topaails and ooonea. 

Under treble do. do. 

Under douUe reefed topaftSa and top-gallant 
sub. ..... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 

Do. with all sail aet 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 
and studding sails 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. .... 12 
Before the wind : 

In a gale. ..... 

In moderate weathor • • * .12 
How doea ahe aetid in a heaty galet 
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(Sir R. Seppmgs.) 



What is her best point of sailing ? Wind abenm. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Avcraf;e. 

Is «he generally spe^ng, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
■ymptoms of weakneas? Shows symptoms of weaknessi from being over-masted* 

mgned, INGESTRIE, Captain. 

JAS. UNDERWOOD, Mastbk. 



H.M.S. VOLAGE 



(NAVAL seauoL.) 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under Tarious circamstanoes, and £rom strict observation, 
between the Ist of January^ 1844^ and the 1st of Januaiy^ 1845. 



The (Irau^^Iit uf water which WM estimated by thecoii> 
stnictor to be the bett trim ^ . . . .14 £eet, 2 in. forward. 

IS 4 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her beat 
sailing trim ? . . . . « . 15 4 forward. 

15 11 aft. 

The rake of her inaattt from a perpendicular? Fott^iuiiiit 0 in. in a lath. 

Mainmast U „ 
MiseD'inait 0 „ 
The necenary quantity inm ballaat for hatt 47 tcma. 

The quantitjr of water she stom f . .53 tont. 

Her draught of water, widi aa much proriaioiM and 
stores aa she can oonvenioitly atowf • ISlee^ 4 in. forward. 

15 11 aft. 

The height of her ports when lully stowed with stons 
andpnmsions. • . Foremost 6 li 

Midship 5 114 
Aftermost 6 7 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
▼enienUy stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 70 

bread 70 
Spirits 70 
Water 42 

Coalii 90 

How armedt . . . Main Deck 2 gun. 32 pounders. 25 cwt. 

18 32 17 
Quarter Deck 6 18 15 
Does she xide easy at her anchors t Yes. 
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(N«ntA Sehoof.) 

The indinRtion of t]i« nhif : 

Undtt •toimy staysails or trysails ? . ' . 25 to 28 degrMi* 

„ do. and maintop sail ? . . 25 to 28 

,, flo. do. and rcc'fed foresail? • 23 to 25 

Under close reeted topsaiisi and courses ? . 18 to 20 

treble reefed topsails and courses ? . 14 to 16 „ 

„ double reefed topsails and tap-gallant 

■sailii ? .... 13 
Under all sail, except royals. . . 10 to 12 „ 

„ do, whanjiut able to carry royal*? . 10 to 12 „ 
Howdoea aha cartyharleeportiT Wall. 
Doea iha mill easy amnaavy in the trough of the aea f Easy, but deep. 
Doaa ahapitdi easy? Easy. 

Is aha^ ganeiaUy qpaaldng, an aaqr or uneaqr ship? EaMf, 
How doe* aba, in general, oany her halm ? A little a weather. 

How does she steer? Well. 
How doea she stey ? Well . 
How does she wear ? Very weli. 

Is she wcathi rly or Icewardly compared with Other ships? Very Icsawardly. 
How does she behave lyin? to? Well. 
She ha>^ run per hour by ilie 1<)^% with as much wind 
08 she could safely earry this sail to ♦ . , 

Close hauled wiih tiuiuoth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. ... 8 knots. 0 fathoms. 
Under doubb vsiftd topaailB 8 „ 4 „ 
Gkiaa banlad widi a bead aaa: 

, Under doaUa veefad topsails and top-gallant 

sub • . & w 0 „ 

Under eloaa raafed topaails and eourses. . 3 „ 0 „ 
Wind on tiia beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and couisee* . 8 „ 4 

Under treble reefed topsails and ooorses. 9 >* 0 „ 

Under doulde reefed topaails and topgallant 

sails. . . . . 10 0 „ 

In moderate weather unable tocanyroyala. 10 „ 6 „ 
Do. witli all sail set. . . . 10 „ 0 

Wind on the (quarter : 

In a gale. . . . . 10 „ 6 „ 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant siuls 

and studding sails. . . 10 „ 6 „ 

In modatate waatiiar with ro^ala and aludding 

• * . * 10 II ^ N 
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H.M«8. VOLAOB* 

(NmdSdnotL) 



Before ilie wind : 

In a gale . . . . 9 „ 0 ,y 

In moderate weather. . . • 10 6 

How (loi s Aw scud in a heavy enle? 
What is her best point of sailing? Frof. 

Comparative rat? of nailing with other ship^? Never tried. 
Is slie generally speaking, a well-built and stronix ship, or docs she show any 
sjmptoms of weakness ? Begins to show symptoms of weakness. 



Signed, W. DICKSON, Captain. 

R. J. T. LEVINGB, Sshior Lieut. 
R. S. GODDEN, Mastbk. 
JAMES COMMIN, Caefkhtbr. 
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H.M.S, ACTiEON, 

(NAVAL SCHOOL) 



A Repurt ot: the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, asoer- 
tained under various (^raninstBaoeSy and from strict observation^ 
between the 1st o£ Januarys ISSS^ and fihe 20th of March^ 1838. 

The draught of water which was estimated by thecon- 
•ffoctor to be the best trim ? . . . 0 feet, 0 in. forward. 

0 0 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her beat 
sailing trim 2 . . . . . W 9 forward. 

16 8 aft. 

Th« rake of her maiits from a perpendicular ? Foremast iu. in a fath. 

Mainmast 1^ „ 
iSiizeu-mast 1| 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 65 tons. 
The quantify of water she sfowaf . 68 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much piovisioiis and 
ttoreaasshecanconrenientiy stow? . 15ibet, 9 in. forward. 

16 8 aft 

The height of her ports, when My stowed with stores 
and proTisions. . . Foremost 6 0 

Midship 6 6 
Aftermost 5 2 

How many days of tlie following articles can she con^ 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 

How armed ? " . Main Deck 20 guua. 32 pounders. 25 cwt- 

Quarter Deck 4 32 17 

ForecasUe 2 9 26 

Does she ride easy at her anehorsf Very easy. 
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H.M.8. ACTION. 
CNamUSckooL) 



The inclination o{ the ship. 

Under stormy siayHail.s or trysails ? . , 12 
do. and maintop sail ? . , 12 
do. do. and reeled t'oiL'sail.' . 13 
Under close reefed topsails and couraes ? ♦ 12 
„ treble reefi-d topsails and courses? . 12 
„ double reeled topsails aud top-gallant sailii I 12 
Under all sail, except royals ... 11 
„ do. whenjust able to carry ruyals . 10 
How doei ihe cany hex l«e ports? Very low. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Very doep^ but eety 
Does she pitch easy ? Deep and uneasy. 

Is she, generally qieakingi an easy oruneasy ship? An ansasy ship. 
How dues she, in general, cany her hdm Y | turn a weHihtr. 
Huw does she steer ? Easy. 
How docs she stay t Very quick. 

How does she wear? Very slow paying off. 

Is she weatherly or Icewnr Jly compared with other ships ? No trial. 
How does nlie behave lying to.' i'oler^bly well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could sai'ely carry this sail to. . . . . 
Close hauled with smooth water ; 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 8 knotsO&thems. 
Under double reefed topsatb. * 8 »> 4 „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reeftd topsaib and top-^allant 

sails. • . • • 5 ,y 4 yi 

Under close reefed topsails and eourses.. . 4 »| 0 „ 
TfTind on the beam : 

Under dose reefed topsails and courses. . 10 ^ 0 „ 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. . 10 „ 4 n 
Under double reefed topeaila and top-gaUant 

soils. . . . 11 „ 4 ,a 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 10 „ 0 „ 
Do. with all sail set, 10 „ 4 „ 

Wind on the (piarter: 

In a gale. . . . . II „ 0 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallaut i»ail8 

and studding sails. . • . 10 „ 4 „ 
In moderate weather wilJi royala and studding 

sails. . . . . \0 „ 0 „ 

Before the wind: 

In a gale. . , . . . 10 „ 0 „ 
In moderate weather. . . 9 „ 4 „ 



H.M.8. ACTION. 

{Naval School.) 
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How doei she send in a heaVjr gale? V«rf well. 
What is her best point of sailing? Wind a beam. 
Cmupaxative rate uf sailing with otber ships ? Have- )i hI no trial. 
Is she generally speaking, a weU-built and .strong ship, or does she show any 
^mptoms of weakness ? Very Strang and well-built. 

i>tgned. E. BARNF/rr, Cai iain. 

G. BIDDLECOMIH':. Mastbb. 

W. BOX, CaRP£14TEK» 



-Id' 



H.M.S. ELECTllA. 

(NAVAL SCHOOL.) 



A Re|>ort of the sailing and otlier qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 22nd of Febroary, 1838« and the Ist of Jan. 1839. 

The draught uf water which wai estiinated by the con- 
structor to be the beit trim ? . « . 0 feet, 0 in. forward. 

0 0 aft. 

The draught of water found on trial to be her best 

saiUugtrim? . . . . , . 12 10 forward, 

14 4 aft. 

The rake of her masts from a pcrpeudicular ? Foremast in. in a foot. 

The ueceasary quantity of iiun ballast lor lier ? 40 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows? . 50 tons. 

Her draught of water, with at much provirions and 
stores as she can conveniendy stow? . 12 feet, 10 In* forward. 

14 4 aft. 
The height of her ports when fully stowed with 
stores and provisions. Foremost 6 0 

Midship 6 6 
Aftermost 6 2 
How many days of the following articles can sbc con- 
veniratly stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 1 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 

How armed? • On Main Deck 2 guns. 18 pounders. cwt 

Carronades 16 „ 32 
Docs she ride easy at her anehors? Very easy. 



Stows her proviaions 
welL 
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H.M.8. BLECTRA. 

(Nm«A School.) 



stands under W 
sails tdentbly well, but 
with a great inclinatbn 
of 18 degrees. 



The inclination -of the ship : 
Under stormy staysails or tiysails t 

„ do. and maintop sail ? 

„ do. do. and reefed fore sail? . 
Under closed ri'c-fod topsails and courses ? 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 

„ doul)l e ret ted topsails and top -gallant sails 
Under all sail except royals ? 

„ do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports I Tolerably well. 

Doodle roU easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Easy, but very deep indeed. 
Does she pitch easy? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Very easy. 
How does she, in general, cany her helm? Uncertain. 
How does she steer ? V exy welL 

How does she stay? Wears very well, but in stays she falls off very much, 
How does she wear? J partieulady when Uowing fresh. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Leewardly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Easy, but falls ofTa great deal* 
She Ita.s run per hour by the log with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. , 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top* 
gallant sails 

Under double reefed topsails . 
Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saila? .... 

Under dose reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 

Under treble reefed do. do. 

Under double reefed topsails and top^gallant- 



V knots, 4 fathoms. 
9 „ 0 



ft 



uSls .... 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale. .... 
Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studdinj^ sails 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. .... 
Before the wind: 

In a gale . • . . . 
In moderate weather. 
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BLBOTBit. 



How does she scud in a heavy gale ? 

What is her bpst point of sailing ? Light vrinds and clean ftill. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other uhips ? The only trial with ll.M.S- 
Vestal and Calliope ; the formr r superior, the latter nearly equal, but weatherly. 

Is she, generally sppaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show 
any sjonptoms of weakness ! Very strong and certainly no symptoms of weakness. 

Signed. W. PRESTON, Commandku. 

JOHN KELLOCK, Master. 
THOMAS JONES, Carpenter. 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 



Exirmei of a Letter from Vici-Aomibal Sir Edward 0W£N» to 

ike AduAraUym 

*• H.M.S. Queen, at Sea, 

*• March 28th, 1842. 

** The motion of the Queen hae been most easy, her rolling gradual 
without heavy lurches; and although she has not yet had to carry sail 
against a bead sea; therein nolhingin her motion hereto to indicate a 
disposition lo uneasiness in pitching* but on the contrary, her working 
has in everything been that of easy and lively motion* 

*' Of die bandy working of tibe Queen, wilb ibis fiur wind, we have 
had little to observe ; but whilst standing off, and on this morning off 
Gibraltar, she was twice put about under single-reefed topsails, jib and 
spaaker (without courses) and was as handy as a pleasure-boat." 



Extract a Letter from Vicb-Aomiral Si& Edward 0W£N, to 

the AdmiraUjf, 

<*H.M.S. Queen, Malta, 

"June 5th, 1842. 

I have called for reports upon the qualities of the several ships from 
their respective Captains, and hope to have them for enclosure in this 
letter. 

** In the mean time, I may say, so far as my own observ^ion went, 
no one of the ships except the Vanguard could compete with H.M.S. 
Queen, whether in easiness of motion, in working, or in sailing. She 
does not so well answer under low sail, but bears pressing with her can- 
vass and answers to it by her power. 

Y 
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U.M.8. QUEEN 



"In a head aea which Mowed the gale we had at E. to 8.B., the 
ships weve all alike ungoverBaUe ; hut I can have no diffictdtj ia pio* 
nouncing the Queen, a ship superior to all three*deckeni, and to most 
of those with two dedcs. 

*< I send herewith, tor their lordships information, a rqport of the 
sailing qualities of my owu flag-ship, together with reports from the cap- 
tains, of the qualities of their respective ships, and their oheerratioiis on 
the Queen in reference thereto." 



[The foUowing are the Reports referred to hy Sia Edwabo Owbm*} 

I'Tom Ubar-Auhiral MASON, to the Commander-in' Chief, 

"H.M.S. How«, 

**Juiie^ 164«. 

I consider the Queen to have sailed well, as comparod with every 
other ship ; tlie Vanguard appeared to be the only one superior to her ; 
the QucLii certainly sailetl con<?iderably faster than the Howe, except in 
a head sea, u hen we tliought the Howe sailed nearly as well as the Queen 
orVaoguard. 

"As regards tlie comparative rate of sailing between the Howe and 
the rest of the squadiun, it is proper to observe tit ii tlie Howe has not 
been fresh coppered for upwards of seven years, and tiiat her bottom is 
very fouL 

*' In point of stability, the Queen certainly excels the Howe 
considerably." 



^rom StB DAVin DUNN, to the Ctmmimder^Ckirf, 

"H.M.8. Vanguard, 

*«June 4th, 1842. 

In reference to your general memorandum, No. 35, I have to atato 

that I am in every way pleased with the qualities <^ H.M.S. under my 

command; sailing well, working very quick, is remsrkably easy, of very 
weatherly disposiUou, and great stability, and, in comparison with other 
ships, has beaten every vessel oi war she has yet fallen iu with. 

I have to state, that H.M.S. Queen, during the last cruize, by my 



U.M.8. QUEEN 



filiMrvfttiott appewred, 9q ftr as I was able to judge, to possets e?ery 
quaiity wtdch I hsTe attributed to tbe ship I faave the honor to oomms&d." 



From Captain RICH, to the Commander-in- Chief. 

*'H.MJ5. Csleutta, 

«Jnne 6tb, 1842. 

"With respect to the comparison between this Sliip ami the Queen, 
there can be no doubt, in ray opinion, as to the superiority ol the latt^T in 
every point, namely in sailing, working, stability, and weatherly qualities." 



Fr<m Cafzaim BARNARD, to the Comnamkr'm'CIti^, 

<*M.H.S. Cambridge, 

June 5tb, 1842. 

*' The observations made on the sailing qualities of the Queen were, 
that from the low sail she generally was under, she appeared to have a 
decided advantage over other ships in light winds and smooth water ; in 
strong winds and a ses, the fast^iling ships equal to her. She i^ppears 
to work well." 



JFVoM Cavtaih PRING to the Cowmmtder-m-Ckkf, 

"H.M.S. Thunderer, 

"June 5tli, i«42. 

** With respect to the observation made on the comparative sailing of 
the Queen and Thunderer, I think their sailmg about equal, as we were 
genendly under the same sail in keeping our station.*' 



£Thc following Lettersfrom Sir Edward Owen, Captains Fourkst, MAUN8BLt,and 
CuAMBEaa, are of a subsequent date, and give their opinion of the eomparative 
tait of (dUng, dt the Queen with the Monarch, Rodney, Indus and Impregnable.] 

From Sir Edwabd Ow£n to the AdmiraUy, 

"H.M.S. Queen, 

"Sept 12th, 1842. 

* Tlie following was the draught of water when tiic Queen sailed on 
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the last cruise, on the 15di of July, 1841^:— aftp 24 feet 11 indie b 
fomanl, 24 feet 4 indies \ nidabip parti 6 feet 6i indae*. 

** She was then as manageable as any yadit, and untoudied In sailing 
by any ship in company, except Rodneyt wbicb was less weatherly in 
proportion to ber fore-reacbing by the wind» and was left astern more than 

two miles, or one-sixth of tlic whole distance sailed, when we bore up to 
put into port. 

"TTius, my lords will see that ihc ship is now at the flotation recom- 
mended, and will, I have no doubt, maijitain her n putation; her only 
pre nt drawback being foul copper, which is common to ail vessels lying 
in this harbour.*' 



from SiK Edward OWEN, to the Jdnuralty. 

" H.M.S. Queen, 

*'Sept 29tb, 1842. 

" I liave the honor to inclose several reports which I have just re* 
ceived, relative to the comparative sailing qualities of the difiexeitf ships," 



Frmn Cjotaui CHAMBERS, io the Cmmaiider4n^CkStf, 

" H.M.S. Monarch, 

*< September 29th, 1842. 

" In obedience co your signal to report the eomparatiTe rate of lailing 
of ibe ships in company, 1 to state that I consider, free, off the ivinda 
the Queen die second-best ship ; Indus third ; Rodney fourth; and Im- 
pregnable fifth ; although yesterday, Impregnable appealed to keep way 
widi Rodney. On a wind, the sailings have not been so well decided, but 
on that point T consider the Queen and Rodney equal ; Indus fourth > 
and Impregnable fjtth." 



From Cap IAIN MAUNSELL, lo the Commander-in' Chief, 

"H.M.S. Rodney, 

" Sept. 2ddi, 1842, 

** hi compliance with your signal of this day, I beg leave to transmit 
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t report of tbe trial of taOii^of H.M.S. Rodney, with H.MJ8k'8 Queen, 
Impregnable, If onafcb, and Indnt, on the 95ib and 96di days of Sept. 

** Sqptember g.ltli, at 5h. 40m. a.m. steering N. W. with the vrind 
from the northward and eastward, the signal was made to chase W. by N. 
the Queen, then bearinj; N.W. one mile, continued under all sail lor six 
hours, averagintr about three knots an hour. At noon, when we sliortcned 
sail, tlie (iueen had beat us one mile, Monarcli had beat us nearly throe 
miles, Indus as nearly equal to us as possible. Impregnable had dropped 
considerably. 

** September 26tfa, at 6, a.in. ateering ^. by W. witb fbe wind S.E. 
by E. ; the signal waa made to diaie W. by N. I N. ; the Queen Ihen 
bore S* by W, one mile, continued under all saO for five hours, aveniglng 
about sue and a half knots per hour, when we shortened sail at 11 a.m. 
The Queen bore W.N.W. 8| miles, having beat us during the tune Si 
milea. 

" Monarch's si'rnj^^ having been made to chase, conid not exactly 
determine vvliat advantage had over us, bnt when she was recalled, 
she evidently had a very considerable advantaj^e over us. We dropped 
the Impregnable and Indus considerably during the chase: and I have 
no hesitation in saying that the Queen and Monarch have a considerable 
advantage over us, when running firee, and more especially in light winds* 



Fr^m CAfZAiN FORREST, to lite Conmatuler-in- Chief, 



ii 



H.M.S. Impregnable, 

*' September ^Oth, 1842. 



My q^nion of oom|»arAtive rate of sailing of ahips pvesent, is as 



follows :- 




2. Rodney 

3. Indus 



Impregnable, amongst these very cspital ships, very iair. 
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Pnm Capt. RICH, to Og Ccmmmier^Cikf, 

«*H.M.S. Queen, Malta. 

*'Februnry, ieSnd, 1844. 

"I bave the honour to transmit to you, the accompanying tra«k 
chart, showing the route of Her Migesty's Ship Queen, sinee leaving tfaai 
place on Tuesday last, the \Slk instsnt. 

" We Hnfortimately parted company witli the Vernon, on tlie night 
of tiie i nh, a statement of which, 1 have had tlie honor to transmit. 

** Seeing nothing of the Vernon since that time, and iiading on 
^^.itiirday rooming, serious canst' of apprehi n ion that the raainyard was 
K[)i ung, I thought it my duty to return, without loss of time, to this har- 
bour, which I hope you will approve. 

" Since parting company with the Vernon, many occasions have 
arisen, to afford satisfactory proof of the fine qualities of this ship. In 
working to windward under a fair press of sail, in which, as iiiff as could 
be estimated by the log, without comparison with any other vessel, she 
appearsd to act admirably ; going 9 knots 6 fathoms under single reefed 
topeaib and top-gallant sails, and 7 knots 6 fiitboms against a heavy head 
sea, working quick and staeringeasy. 

**Ott the ni^t of Satorday hst, the 20th instant, it blew a vety 
heavy gale of wmd from the northward and westward, doring which, die 
ship was perfeedy easy* and kept steadfly to the wind under a dose 
reefed fon»»topsail, main staysail and double reefed mab and mSnen try- 
sail, going from three to diree«and-a-half knota an hour. 

During the continuance of the gale, the wind veered from W.N.W* 
to N.N.W. and upon both tacks the ship was thrown into the trough of 
the sea ; under which trying ctreumstances, I consider her to be as easy 
as any ship I know." 

From Mr. MILLER, the Master of the Fleet, to the Comman4ier'in-€hi^» 

•* H.M.6. Queen, 

** January, 2Snd, 184#. 

y^ ith reterence to your letter of the lOth instant, desiring me to re- 
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port to yoQ on the return of the Queen from her eruise in*oompeny with 
the Veiooo, my obeerratioBi leipectiBg the comparative qualities of 
these ahipSi ae to ease and working. I have the honour to report to you, 
(hat on joining the Vernon off the harbour, on the 16th, the ship stood 
to the N.N.W. with a light breeie from the S.W. and a heavy swell 
lirom S.S.E. in which the Queen appeared to roU lighter and easier than 
the Vernon ; standii^; to the N.W. all night, the wind veered from S.S. 
W. to W.S.W. and increased to a strong hveeze, and at eight a.m. the 
ships were under treble- reefed and close-reefed topsails, the Vernon's 
courses bciiiir also reefed. Duiing the whole of tins period, the Queen 
kept her station on the weather quarter of the Vernon with ease. 

Captain Rich thinking this a fitvourable opportunity to try the 
stability and sailing qualities of the Queen, asked permission to diase 
N.W. by W. and made sail to double-reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 
courses, jib and driver, but the Vernon made no corresponding sail, and soon 
dropped three points, when a reef was shook out of her topsails, and the 
reefed driver and inner jib set ; but still dropping fast astern* The 
Queen was soon afterwards under dngle-ree&d topsails, courses, top- 
gallant sails, jib and driver, with an inclination of 7 to 8 degrees. The 
Vernon, about this period made the signal, mizen topmast rigging gone, 
and about an lioui alUawdi Js, taukcil and stood to S.W. ; following her 
motions and bhortcning sail to a fresh pale, no further opportunity was 
afforded me of making observations on the qualities of the ships, the 
Vernon having parted company during the night ; but in endeavouring to 
get to tlie rendezvous against strong N.W. winds and a heavy sea, the 
Queen's qualities of stability and easiness were manifest, and I feel con- 
fident that having taken some pains in eleaning her copper, which during 
the previous cruise was very foul, and trimtned to five inches by the 
stein, nearly the builder's trim, and lightened her to a seven feet two 
inches midship port, her sailing and working qualities have been 
greatly improved ; and although no trial with the Vernon took place, I 
oflfer as a proof, that under single-reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, courses, 
jib and driver, she went by the log, 9 knots and 6 fathoms, and 7 knots 
and 6 frtfaoms against a head sea, with an inclination of only 7 degrees. 

** In the very heavy gale of the night of the 20th, under the circum- 
stance of a partial shift of wind during the gale, having thrown her in the 
trough of the sea in each track, I consider her to have been easier tiiau 
any ship of the line I have ever been in ; and under all circumstances, in 
this short but boisterous cruize, I am satisfied that we have approached 
nearer her proper trim than on any former occasion." 



H.M,S. VANGUARD 



From Admiral Sin Robbrt STOPFORD, Io ihe Secretary of tie 

H.M.S. Princcw Charlotte, Mslta, 

''August 27th, 1838. 

"In compliance wiili llu-ir lordship's ordtr of tlu' Ith instant, direct- 
ing nic to report the result of any trial of sailini^ Avliicli the ships and 
vessels may have been (>ng;iL»ed in, since I took the command of the squadron 
in the Mediterranean, you will be pleased to acquauit their lordships that 
the Rodney, Vanguard, Asia, Barluiin, Carysfort, and Harlequin, are the 
only ships which I have sailed in oompany* that in a trial of sailing on a 
wind, and a fresh breeze, with the Vanguard, Carysfort, and Harlequin, 
the Vanguard had the advantage in a most decided manner ; but that, with 
the exception of the Vanguard, I am of opinion that the CarjsfiMrt and 
Harlequin would have the advant^^ of moat shipa in turning to windwaid. 

" From a short trial with the Rodney vnAett double ree^ topsails 
and a head sea, she appears to possess advantage over other ships ; the 
Barham's coppers being foul, no fair criterion of her qualities can now be 
ascertained ; but ^hc is at ail timeit a magnificent fr^ate, and stuh well 
under this disadvantage. 

The other ships have been detatcbed from the squadron, and I 
have not had any opportunity of forming an opinion of their sailing quali- 
ties. The Asia haa been but one cruise with me, but in Ii|^t winds does 
not make much progress." 
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Letter from RcAE AoiftftAi. BOUVERIE, to the Seentary oftht 

Her Hajesiy't Dock*]rard, Portsiaoiith, 

August Utb» 1838. 

In compliance witb the desire of my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, conveyed to me in your letter of the 4th instaat, I have the 
honour to send for their lordships' information, the following report of my 
opinion of the sailing and other qualitiee of Her Majesty's Ship Vanguardt 
during the time I had the pleasure to command this noble ship for a year, 
ending lihe 22nd of March, 1887. It is now nearly 18 months since I 
resigned my command* and not having m my possession the necessary 
oiBdal doeomenta to teht tOt Aeie are many particalars connected with 
the Vangoard*s saperiorify orer other ah^ widi which she sailed, which 
I do not remember so distmcCly as to justify my mentioning them in this 
Veport, being anxions to confine mysdf to facts that will bear the strictest 
investigati<m* 

lat. Her stability under a press of sail : — 

" During the period ahove mentionedt she was tried in every descrip« 
tion of weather, and under almost every circumstance incidental to cruis- 
ing in the summer and autumn months, and her comparative stability with 
that of other ships in company with her was always remarkable, often ad- 
mitting of the lower deck ports being kept up^ and her guns being fired 
horiaontallyi when, the ports of her consorts were obliged to be barred 
in. On several occasions of Ike squadron carrying saili and the signal 
being made by Vice-Admiral, Sir Charles Paget, our Commander- 
in-Chiel^ to make known the inclination of each ship, die Vanguard 
heeled mdy ftwn six to e%bt degrees, rarely exceeding the latter number, 
white other ships have indicated their iadinadon to be twice as much. 
This ia » ihct of tbo highest importance, lo which I take the libeny to in- 
vite dieir lovddiip's pardcukr attention. In March, 1888, she had on 
bosid 140 tons of iron ballast, but by November in the same year, the 
qnantity was reduced to 70 tons, which we found to be quite as much as 
necessary. 

2nd. ** How she behaves in a heavy sea, ? — Nobly ; easy in all her 

movements, and without straiiiiag a rope-yarn. In a heavy gale of seve- 
ral days contmuance, in Uie beginning ol October, i83(>, her conduct was 

Z 
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the adnurattQa of all on board ; there was no working' of her masta« nor 
aCiaiDing of her riggiag, nor tym|itoii» of weakaesa ia ker hall ; no dn* 
ooloratioo of the whitewaih of lier wii^pt from leaka. In thu gale the 
fipve aod viaao to|MaiU were furled ; bm when we gare her a little more 
afieraail than aha had pieTiously had. the manner in which ahe kept to 
windward of the BeHerophon and Prmbroke (the shipa then in eompany) 
proved her remarkaUle superiority. 

**3nl. Her capacity for stowing water and provisions, and in berth- 
ing her laen? — Sbe stows upwiinls of 100 tons of water, and could carry 
with perfect case, five montliK' Ijread, and six months' pro visions of all 
other species tor her compleinem of 620 men, a^^d an abundant sup- 
ply of stores for her own use. She could take even more than these 
quantities, but 1 confine myself to facts which would not aflcc t tlie quali- 
ties necessary lor a man ot war to possess. Her crew are berthtd \slth 
tbe greatest convenience and comfort. I must here mention that I am per- 
fectly satisfied that she would carrjr well^a ^er of 68 pounders on her 
lower deck. 

'*4th* Uow she works under every yatiety of wealher? -^he stays 
and wears beautifully, and the following instances prove her anperiority 
under ihis head : at diiereiit time* in working into Plymouth (Bound, it 
waadiAcuk to keep her f» her aCaiien, aalem of the Befteiophoft, and te 
baaling into the Cove of €o«k on 4he SOth of September, ahe aperad 
that ahip royeb and ooursea, and aetuidly evoiiced through the Vanrowe 
under topsatla, top-galhoit arils, jfb aad spanker; ahe adaolieat mio Maka 
haifwur in Januerj, 16Sf , with the wind dead oot, and nncboEed aAweast 
of the outer Banacca. 

**l shall now aubmit a few additional renwrka on the ^fwdjkietoftfi^ 
Vanguard, aa eompared with those of other ships, and I mi fMialaA I 
Shalt he hone out in aU I jasert, by ihose oSoeia who have wiloeaMil 
her evolutions, and whohave^had offpottniiiea of judging cfh/ttffm mm 
and smperiisrity. 

*' llie manner in which ahe went lo windmafd of theequ adr a n , in tiw 
varioua triala of sailing in 1836 waa very remarkahle, but more paaties* 
larly so on the 18th of August, in a trial by the wind, when the Bellero- 
phon's positi<Mi, from being half a mile a head, was changed to but a little 
before the lee beam, the distance between the two ships being increased 
to seven miles ; and m unotiier trial by tiie wtud on the 2^t\i of Octdber, 
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Willi a good (leal of head sea, under douhle-reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails, the «hips in company being the Inconstant, Piqtie and Pantaloon 

(the Vice-Aiimiral's flag being in the Inconstant,) tlu- Paiualooa kcpL 
most to windward, the Vanp^iiard next, and after a trial of five hours, the 
Inconstant ami Pique tacked, wlien the former passed two miles and 260 
yards to leeward, and the latter ship, a little less than that distance. 

" On this latter occasion, the ships were in close onler at starting; 
but the course of the two frigates appearing to rae to be considerably off 
the wind, I aaked bj sifnal whether the trial saiUog was to be by the 
wind, and the answer was " yes,*' the signals previously made, having been 
to dote round the admiral, and to try rate of siiting. I mention this fSict, 
merely to show the decided superiority of the Vanguard, inlying doM to 
the wind, and in clawing to windward, a qaality of paramonnt importance 
fbr reasonB which their lordships* are coa?eraaQt with, and which it is 
therefore unnecessary for me to enlarge upon." 



U.M.S. VERNON. 



From Vicx^Admiral Sir Josias ROWLEY, to lib AdmkaUg. 

**H.M.S. Caledonia, 
'* Malta, April 2nd. 1835. 

" Sir,— With re&vence to Mr. Barrow't letter of the 24th of Novem- 
her bwt. No. 148, conveyii^ to me the direedons of the Lords Gommw- 
•ionen of the Admiral^ to take the Vernon under my command, and sig- 
nifying dieir lordships* further desire that I embrace every opportunity to 
cause that vessel to be tried as to her rate of sailing and other properties 
as a ship of war, under every circumstance of weathert with the Pordand 
and any other ftst-saSing ship, and directing roe to report particularly the 
reeult of these trials, I have to aoquaint yon, fiov their lordships* informaF 
tun^ that at 8 j|5 a.k«, on the 9th ultimo, I directed the Vernon, Portland 
and CSolumhiae to try their rales of sailing accordingly, and ordered 
the aquadxon to mark particularly the result, and to report upon it. It 
was blowing a fres^ breeze, and, after a trial of three hours* duration, I 
observed that the Vernon had so far weathered on the Portland, as to 
claim a decided superiority over that ship when close hauled. The Port- 
laiul at noon sprung her fore-topmast. The Columbine during the trial 
fell considerably to leeward. 

"On the 13th, at 9 20 a.m., I ordered the Thunderer, Vernon, Port- 
land and Endymion to make a comparative trial without riskinpr their 
spars, directing the squadrcm generally to observe and report, as on the 
Otb. The wind was blowing fresh, with squalls at times. The result of 
this day's experiment, which lasted about four hours, also proved ^ 
superior capabilities of the Vernon when €^o'mg large or before the wind" 
although Capt M*KerUe is of opinion that it ia her wont point of 
safling. 
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** On the succeetHtig day, a trial took place between the four ships 
named on the 13th; but, on account of the wind being light and not 
ateady» no eatiafiMStory opinion could be formed of the retolt. 

<*Tfae trial of the Idth further ertablished the Vemon't euperiorily 
in foco-Teachuig the Forttand and Endymion^ during five hours eailing, 
Iroin tea to tiraltre milea» leaTing the Thunderer further aatem. 

*'On the two subsequent trials, the 16th and ISth, the Vernon etili 
supported the high character which the result of these several ezperimeiiti 
has gained for her; and I am of opuuonthat she is, in all points, a Wf 
superior vesseL 

''I transmit* finr their. lordships' fiuther inlbimation, die reporta 
thereon made to me by the captains of tiie squadron*** 



Lelter/rom Ca¥t. WISE, fl.M.S. Thtinderert to Vicb-Admiral Sia 

JosiAS Rowley. 

H.M.S. Thunderer, at Sea, 

" March I8di, 18^. 

** In obedience to your sigrnal of this mornfiig to report to you on 
the comparatis'p sailinGr of the Vernon, Portland and Endyminn, I beg to 
state, that in my opinion the former ship has shown a decided snjieriority. 
In hours she has left Portland I think about l miles ; the Endymioa 
more than 5 ; and the Thunderer 6 ; the wind right aft blowing strong ; 
the Thunderer has been going 1Q& and 11 knots. I should remark, that 
bodi this ship and the Portland have laboured under the disadrantuge of 
carrying away'a lbre»tap*niast stodding sail boom* 

« 

H.M.S* Thunderer, Salanis, 

<* Blarch 10th, IBS64 

" In obedience to your signal of yesterday to report my opinion of 
the result of the trial between the Vemon and Portland, I beg to state 
that when they started, the Vernon a|^peared from the Thunderer to be 
I of a mile on the Portland's lec beam, and in rather less than an hour 
she had crossed ahead of the Portland, and was on Iter weather beam % 
both ships having continued on the same tack, the Vernon then appeared 
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to fore-rench fast, and when she tacketl two hours and ten minutes from 

the time of startinj^, slie wcathcreil the Portlan«), I thought, about \ a mile. 
Shortly alter the latter ship sprung her lare-tupumt, and the trial was 
consequently at an end. 

" 1 \)tgr to fi«l<l, that frum tho Tlimvlererer liaving got out of her 
station durmg the ni^'lir, ^Sif w.o \n>> far frn?!i tin- tVigate to enable me 
to form an accurate opinion as to their relative bearings or distance." 



H.M.8. PIQUR 



Fnm Gavtaii» R0U8« to the AMmMif, 

** H.M.Si Pique, 

" June 19th, 1835. 

In answer to your letter detinng me to report Che niling qualiilM 
of H.M.ft. nnder my comrnancl for tbeir lordthiiw' mfomMCknH I Vegto 
etote tliity m ftr at tiie experienee of tiv» nonllM, Febnunry and Marcb^ 
in tiM Bay of Biscay, will allow «»» the Pique is a most powerfiil ship i» 
Wd weather, and very superior in carrying sail off alee alsMre^ het sUibilit/ 
is so great that it is difficult to make her heel over six degrees, when, 
under tlie mine canvass, one of the old class of frigates would be inclining 
twelve or thirteen degret^s, and, consequently, woald be incapacitated 
frotn fighting her t^uns. She stows upwards of six months provisions, 
stores, and 1 75 tons of water under hatches. She rolled deep and lurched 
quvte to windward tmdcr easy sail; I expect this will be relieved by di- 
minishing her ballast from 6t to SO tons, and bringintr it up in the after- 
hold instead of slowing it under the main magazine, alongside her kelson* 

She requires only the necessary ballast to trim her by the stern,and, 
in my opinion, she should never be less than 2 feet 4 inches by the stem 
when deep, and neaily S feet on a higher draught ; the n she is very easy 
and dry ; balget her on any thing like an evenkeeland she will wash every 
diing off her forecastle. I cannot speak tnore strongly in favour of her 
l^ng an easy ship than by stating we carried tfail agsintt the Castor Ibr 
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ttmelf e dBf99 dmmg wbidi Upoe we ^sptrieacsd t|p» li«iv]r giiil»»Mi our 
bofafliay* aad liMiwr rigging fNiIlod up 4f»4 and 4«ail tirf 4t 
aea, oooaequently QptftOM 4ir the boirtprit properly •eeoflHl; .aB4 I 
bftve BO doubt that ante ainiltr ebcnmatMMet muiy lUpa wMPld Imw 
beeo ditiiiaited. With mpeet to the rthnire qtiiditiw of tm atttief be- 
tween the Cftttor and the Pique, the latter id fine weaker heating to 
windward has rather the best of it, and the former has a slight superiority 
off the wind ; but blowing hard, against a heavy sea, the Pique can out- 
carry and bury the Castor. In the event of war, the Pique might with 
the greatest ease carr\ eight additional long S2 pounders, six oa ilie gang- 
way and two Oil licr maindeck, larger laa.sts and yards, and 125 more 
men. At present lier complement is not sufficient to work the guns or to 
navigate the ship in bad weather.** 



Fnm Caftaik ROUS, fo Vies Abmibal Sir W. H. GAGE, G.C.H. 

♦♦H.M.S. rique, Lisbon, 

•*! have the honour to iKidiess an uflicial report to you on iLe qudli- 
tits of Her Majesty's Slii}) Pujue, and of her comparative sailing merits 
with Her Mfyesty's Ship Inconstant. 

*' I must observe, that if the Piquo w^s intr ntled to be built to carry 
only thifty-stx guns and her present iivi&ts and yards, aUe jis at least 200 
tone largejr than is requisite for ihnftf i^e^4c ^tfn^ses. 

With the same propelling power, she U stipposed to he upon |t sail- 
ing par with the luconatant and Castor* although she is 230 tons greater 
burthen, with ibtir feet more beam than the former ship, and 350 tons with 
0 fiMtwore'beain than the latter; both ships with « less weight of hull 
by IM tons, ean^ng lij^ter guns, drawing icas water and not standing 
ao liigh ont of the' watef . 

^ Hie topmasts supplied to the Pique are too short to hoist fier sails* 
and In a shfp wliere ^ extmnea' under water are very Ane, conae- 
quendy t«quiinig the w«igbt Co ht concf^ntirated as mudt as posslUe, the 
mugeaiwe c«ta ^^ tbe main bold* and 10 tone of powder occupy a space 
c^ftHjAe ^imomvtg 50 fonf of wmer in Uie cenixe^tb^ ahip^ and ibe My 
of ^ wmg tmaks being five above 4ie kslaoe,kayes e vecwini w<beine 
there, ought to be tlie greeieat weight 
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^ A|iril, 1883, 1 oflBdilly iMed, dnt H*lf.8. wm a 8iHiire in tbe 
buQder'a trim. She plunged iieevfly, mad strained Iter 'rigging ; m mach 
eo, tiiat dM lower difonds chdM Ibid bolelen, and the iron plates to 
gnmd Uie tfaroude were tewed IhnMigli in one ni^t, dnring onr aix 
wedci erniee in the Btj of Biseey. 

" Th^e defects ere obTiated in a great measure by clearing out the 
weight from die fore-part of the ship» sailing her upwards of 2 ftel 8 
incbes by the steroi and raking the masts well aft. 

"The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty are aware of my re- 
peated and earnest solicitations that tiiis point should be conceded. 

"The experimental cruise, under Sir Charles Paget, proved that die 
Pique could do nothing against a heed sea with the Ineonstant; and en 
the two days die Pique had die advantage, in my opinion, it was owing to 
Ibftuitous circomatsnces. 

" In the next cruisOi again r^ourously in the builders' trim, per Ad- 
miralty order, the Inconataut beats the Pique in a fine woriui^ breeie, a 
qnartor of a mile per hour to windward ; runs in the proportion of seven 
to six ftet off the wind ; and in only one day's trial, blowii^ atrong, the 
Pique spring her fiiremest. Durmg thberoise we had no opportunity 
of tiymg tbeahipa against a head sea. I have noesciveto ofier for our 
defeat except diet die Ineonstant's copper is cleaner than ouis» she having 
been lafaly in dock. 

" If the Pique is allowed to carry masts in proportion to her hull, 
and to make the alterations I have alluded to, she will, in my opinion, 
prove herself a very fast and efficient ship, and may with great cose carry 
four additional guns. 

••As their lordships tlid lae tlie honour to entrust a frigate of a new 
constriiction to my cliarge, 1 feel it my dutv to speak the whole truth, uad 
not deceive the constructor by flattering and specious reports, tending to 
mislead him; and I hope to be excused in rt inai king, that a sliort bow on 
fine lines under water, is not adapted to meet a head sea, anJ that n p^g- 
top midebip section, aliliou^'li a]iplicable to smaller vessels, ^viil not plea- 
sandy carry two tier of guns and a full cargo. A raking sternpost and an 
ovenaking stem, with a diort gripe condemn themselves. 

** Having stated these defects, I beg to add my teeUmony of her 

qualifications as a very superior man of war, firom her greet stablity, being 
able to work off a lee shore in the heaviest gale, where the old ships coeld 

not stand up under tlieir courses. 



With the greatest respect for the talents «f Sir WillinB Symonds, 

and grateful as every naval man must Teel to him. to see a superior 
class of ships in the service, I .'im inxuius lu have Ins attention called to 
these weak points, in fuU coutideace that do mao is better able to rectify 
them." 



From Captaik BOXER, to Admiral Sir P. C. H. DURHAM. 

" H.M.S. Pique, Portsmouth, 

July, S5id, 

** In compliance with your directions to furnish you with a detailed 
rep{)rt of H.M.S. under tny command, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Adnjiralty, as to her stability under a press of sail, 
her capacity for stowmg provisions and berthing men, how she works 
under every variety of vrrather, bow she liehavcs in a heavy sea, and other 
remarks or observations 1 may have to make in comparison with any 
other ships of war. 

" In reply to which, I have the honour to inform yoa, that from die 
tMrriee die Piqne has had to perform, a fair opportunity has been afforded 

me of fairly reportinjj; lay opinion on them, viz: — 

Working to windward against a head sea. On the 29rd December 
last, I left Plymouth Sound, blowing very stroi^ from die sondiward, for 
St. Sebastian ; and being aware of their lordships anxiety for the arrival 
of the Pique at that port, I pressed the ship very much against very strong • 
south-west winds, and arrived there on die 5th January, during which 
time, I waa fairly enabled to judge of her qualities in bealu^ against a 
heavy head sea, which she did without the least working to her meats or 
nggi»g> or dM least appearance of strain to her huU, and it is impoesible 
a ship could have behaved better. 

" Lyii)g-to in a gale of wind. On the 23rd Januaxya sailed from 
Cork» with the head quarter division of the 9drd regiment* amounting to 

men* and women nd children with the heavy h^gi^ of that 
divjaion, and a quantity ef other atoaea belmigiqg lo the regwaint, with 
170 nana of water and seven montha' pwwiaiona, fiur Haltftac, and arrived 
there on the of JtCereh, after eoeouiilcring for 05 days, between die 
Weat^Islanda and die Banks of Newfoundland, a saecessicmof the 
heaviest gales, from the soudiwest and northwest, with a heavy cross sea^ 
I have ever experienced during my servitude, particularly on die 12di 
and ISth February, when it blew a perfect hurricane, during which dme 

Aa 
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it was imposeible for any thip to behave better, and arrived at Hali&v 
without a defect. I am therefore of opinion, that the ie a very eaty ihip 
lying-to in a gale of wind, being buoyant in the extreme, and particularly 
dry* having shipped only one aea during thoee galM, which did her no 

injury. ' 

" Stability. — It is impoasiUe forme to say too much in her favor 
under this head, having had many opportunitiee of trying her, particularly 
on my return from St. John, N.B., to Halifkx, with a fortnight's provi- 
sions on board, and not more than 90 tons of water, under single-reefed 
topsails, courses, jib, and spanker, it blowing strong, and gomg ten knots 
widi the weather leaches Ufting, she only heeled seven degrees. Also in 
beating into Spithead, on the 16th instant, with only three weeks* provi- 
sions, and about 80 tons of water, all sails set except royals, she did not 
heel more dian six degrees although blowing fresh. I was also enabled 
to judge of her stability in comparison with H.M.S. Wellesley,in beating 
into Plymouth Soond, on the )B9Ui of September last, it blowing strong, 
with royals and all sail set, her inclination was only seven degrees, when 
that ship, with only double^reeifed topsails, jib, and spanker, was heeling 
14 de^irees. Under every circumstance her stability is extraordinary ; 
indeed I never saw any ship siand up like her ; notwithstanding she had 
no ballast in her. 

*'Working.'Particularly quick and sure, she never havii^ missed 

stays during the time I hsTehad the honor of commanding her, especially 

in Ix atintr out of Cork Harbour, it blowing very strong, and through the 
CutufCanso, anil numv tunes out of Plymouth Sound, which enables me 
to give a decided opinion as to her superior qualities i under this head 
she also wears quick. 

*' Sailing.^ Although I have had no appattnaky of trying except 
with the American frigate. Independence, which I beat v«ry much on a 
wind, and had the advent^ of going free, I am decidedly of opinion she 
is a very fiwt ship. 

" Stowage.^One hundred and fifty tons of water and seven months' 
provisions under hatches, with six and a half months' bread in bags in dm 
bread rooms : and if her magazine were placed in the same situation as 
other ships, which in my opinion it ought to be, tiierefay allowing tiie 
weight to be more concentrated, she would with eaae stow at leatt 180 
tons of water. 

** Berthing. — Her great beam makes her very superior to other ships; 
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400 troops lianging up their hammocks with ease, besides the ship's com- 
pany, and 300 of these troops niessinj; with comfort on the main, and 130 
on the lower deck, with the ship's comp uiv , havinfj conveyed from Cork 
323 troops, 50 women and chilflren ; irom Halifax to St. Jolm s N.B. 
the head quarter di%-ision of the G5th regiment, amonntino; to l')0 troop*; 
and 77 women and children, witli a quantity of artillery stores ; nn l fi in 
H;»lifax to Queht'c the whole of the troops and hasjgage that went out in 
the Hercules, witli the whole of tlie heavy baggage of tlie 34th regiment, 
besides a great quantity of the officer's baggage, who had left that place 
in the winter witli tlieir regiments from Quebec, and 500,000 doUara a 
the tame time, the ship remaining with all her equipmenta in a perfect 
atate a man-of-war. 

" And as their lordships have been pleased to direct me tn make 
any observation in coniparisoti with otlier sliips. I am decitledly of opinion 
she is in every respect a pcifeit man-of-war, having great superiority 
over p very other ship of her class, in the stowage of water and provisions, 
and for carrying troops and stores, which their lordships will be ablo to 
ascertain by the returns of the ships conveying troops to Canada, the 
great superiority of the Pique for services of that kind. And I am also 
decidedly of opinion she has not more breadth of beam or height on the 
main deck than is necessary, being of opinion, if frigates are to be armed 
with line of'battle ships guns, they shoidd have a line-of-battie ships* 
declc to fight them ; and since I left England, the ships having experi- 
enced extremely bad weather, and exposed to the extremities of heat and 
cold, the thermometer being, while at Quebec, averaging between 80 and 
90 degrees for the last three weeks I was theret and not having on my 
arrival here, a defect of the least importance! nor have had any, and not 
having the slightest occasion to eaulk, there not being a leak in any part of 
her, nor does she show the least symptom of being strained or worked in 
any way, and not having carried awey a spar or had occasion to set up the 
r^{ging since October last, in Plymontfi Sound, I feel I am therefore justi- 
fied in giving my opinion, that she is a very superior man-of-war, and a 
class of shipi well adapted for all the service required in her Majet-t} s 
navy. 

*'I b^ also to observe, immediately on my joining the Pique, I in a 
measure made up for the great deficiency of weight amidships, caused by 
the msgasine being placed there, by moving as much from both extremes 
as I was enabled to do, and that she has been sailed a foot by the stern 
and kept so with grest ease, and her ma^ts placed agreeably to the sur- 
veyor's wishes. 
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" i aho beg leave to call their lordships attention to her peaice esta* 

blishment, which, taking into consideration the sick list, and the liability 
of being at times short of romplemoni, I can aM«ure tl»eir lordships her 
present complement is n><i suHicient for her. " 



From Caftain BOXER, to AmiiRAL IiObd Amblios BEAUCLERK^ 

O.C.B. 

** H.M.S. Pique. Piymouth, 

September 29ih, 1837: 

pursuance of orders from the Lords Commissioners of the Ad- 
miralty, to report to you on my arrival at Plymouth, the trial of sailing of 
H.M.S. Pique, under my command, -with the United States' Frigate, In- 
dependence, Commodore Nicholson, for their lordships inlbrnatioa, I 
have the honour to inform yon, that at )Sh. SOm. yesterday, both ships 
weighed, and made sail together from Spitbead, the Independence two 
cables' length on the Pique's weather beam ; in diree tacks weathered her 
one cable's length, after making another tack, stood out on the larboard 
tack until five, at whida time Pique had weathered ber one mile and a ball^ 
dead to windward, die bearing W. by N. Shortened sail at 5h. 15m. , 
made aU sail before the wind, the Independence S. W. 4 W. half a mile. 
Afker seven hours' trial, the advantage was decidedly in our fiivonr, 
having brouglit lier to bear S.S.E. about four miles, running on an average 
nine knots ami a half, when she apptaic-J lo alter her course more to the 
southward ; we altered ours for this port. At daylight she bore S.S.E. 
lower yards down*" 



H.M.a COLUMBINE. 



From CoHMAMDBK HENDERSON, to Aumika.l Loa» Akkxius 

BEAUCLERK, K. C. B. 

*'H.M.S« Columbine, Hamoase, 

'*Juae 14th, 1836. 

"In ci)ni})li.ince with your memorandum of yesterday's date calling 
upon me to turuisli your lordship, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, with a detailed report of the qualities of the 
sloop under my command, and of any trials that may have taken place 
betweea her and other dhipe, I beg to acquaint your lordship, that, on 
weiring from the Downs on Ibe Had of September, 1834, at 5 h. I5m» 
A.M. H.M.S. Thalia was seven miles directly to windward, and under 
sail before Columbine; that both vessels worked througli the Channel 
the whole day under double-reefed topsails, setting and taking in top-gal- 
lant sails occasionally ; and at 7 h. 80 m. p.k* we anchored under Dunge> 
nesB, fbree miles to windward of Thalia, having beat her 10 miles out of 
25. On the following day, under similar sail, ihe vessels weighed together 
about a mile distant, working throuj^tbe Channel as before; Thalia was 
lost sight of from the msst-head in 11 hours ; and ever since that period 
Columbine has had an advantage over every ship of war she has yet sailed 
with, of from a mile, to a mile and a half an hour to the wind, except on 
one oceasion only, beating between the Islands of Cerigo and Seroi with 
unsteady winds, when Childers, for three hours following, crossed on op-« 
posite tacks about the same distance, or rather less to windward thsn she 
was at starting, viz. three cabU s' length ; but tliis was a singular excep- 
tion only, as the very lirst opj)ortiiiiity after of sailing with her in open 
sea room, off Malta, on the 7th Ai;rrns(, 1835, iindrr the observation of 
the conDmander-in-chiet, sliv beat Endyoiion, Sapphire, and Childers, at 
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the rate of a mile and a mile and a half an hoar to the wind ; and although 
Childera ia the faate«t renti, excepCiiig Venxm, she baa tailed with, the 
advantage over her may he eatjaoated ata mile an hoar to the wind, and 
aparing top-gallant, and top-mast atadding aaila olFtho innd, 

"On the first trial with Scout and Childersi by the orders of the 
ComiTiander-in-Chief, on the 5th November, 1834, our superiority over 
Scout was from a mile and a half to two irtT'e"!!, and over Chiiders a mile 
to the wind in moderate winds ; and m strong winds, after Scout parted 
company, we spared Chiiders top-gallant sails, aod weathered on her, 
nearly half a mile an honr withoot them. 

**Ondie 7th March, ranning wHii the wind abaft the beam in 
a considerable aea, under treble-reefiMl topsails, double-reefed boom main* 
sail and fore topmast staysail, lowering maintop sail occasionally, to keep 

on tlie Admiral's beam, from 8li. r.M. to ih. a.m. of tlie 8th, spared Cale- 
donia, iMilnlnirgh, Revmije and Canopus, courses and jib, 1 hunderer 
and Portland iiauling up and sctlinf^ square mainsail, as necessary to keep 
station; and on tlie 9th, in woiknuz round the Island of 6t. George with 
Vernon and Portland, whilst m (kni.^ tlie last tack to weather the island, 
tlip fore-yard gave wav in the slings, which compelled us to pa>s lo lee- 
ward of It again. At 45 minutes past noon Vernon spoke us abreast of tlie 
Island, standing for Salaamis, carrying all sail ; Portland was then hull 
down a head, steering for Salsamis also, and, notwithstanding the want of 
onr foresail, we came up and anchored at the same Ume with Portland, 
and only 15 minntes after Vernon, each vessel carrsrhig all possible saO. 

** September 3rd, 1835, at 2h. 30m. v.u. commenced sailing with 
Favorite, under royals and all sail to the wind, against a heavy head sea; 
I"'av()rite three cable lengths to wintiward, two points abaft our beam ; con- 
tinued on the wind, taking in royals and a reef in the topsails, followmg 
the motions of Favoi ite. At lb. Favorite from one and a half to two 
miles ill nur At 4h. 10m., tacked per signal, at 4h. 40m., tacked 

again per sigimi ; Favorite three miles and a half two points abaft the lee 
beam. At oh. observed Favorite carry away her jib, and finding our 
superiority so great, took in top-gallant sails, and double-reefed the top- 
sails, still gaining upon her to the wind, with light winds. There was no 
comparison during the sailing with Favorite. The winds increased grad- 
ually, with a heavy cross sea, and Columbine was extremely light, having 
supplied Volage three days' previously with all her provisions, ex> 
cepting ten days, to carry her lo the squadron. 

"From the 9th to the 13th October, 1835, in company with the 
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iquadroDf making a passage from Zaote to Malta, carrying all Mil» from 
royals to cloie>reefecl topaailt in every kind of leat Cotumbine never had 

a course set, and sometimes spared them royals, tup-gallant sails and 
courties, keeping her station with ease. 

"On the I4ih November, 1845, in a trial of 12 hours to the wind, 
with Revenge, Vernoii and Barham, Revenge and Barbam vrera half top- 
aails down, and Vernon half couraea down, immediately to leeward; Re- 
venge and Barham 14 or 15 miles, Vernon 9 or 10 dittant ; and in ronnii^ 
dead before the wind with thoee ships she took the lead, until they went 
above nine knots, when they had the advantage. 

**At 6 A^u* 27th January, 18^G, a French brig-of-war was dis- 
covered m% or seven miles a head. At 7h. both vessels were under top- 
mast and top'^allant studding sails* At 8h. Columbine was abreast of 
her. At 9h. both vessels came to the wind with light wind. At lOh. 
they warn under royals and all sail ; Freneh brig half a mile cm the lee 
4|uanBr. At 5h. p.ii. her tojals were only to be asen from the deck on 
the aaaae bearing, having left her iflunediatoly in the wind'a eye 10 or 12 
miles, withoot aver going move than 3) knots during tiid day ; she was a 
brig of 20 guns, and appeared a powerftil vessel. 

"On our passage to England we came up with to the southward of 
Ushant, and passed as if at aocbor, the Scorpion and Eclipse packets, the 
first having sailed from Malta eigjht days befove ns, and althongh two days 
were lost at Gibraltar and Tangier, we arrived at Plymonth two days 
before ^Mnn. 

" I have also to state, that she is extremely easy in every description 
of sea ; that she carries her sail with uncommon stability, being able to 
bear her lee ports open under double-reefed topsails and ooiuaes, going 
nine knots close hauled ; steers and works well, and, on arecentooeasioB^ 
ran twenty minutes under all sail before the wind, going 1 1 knots, without 
veerii^ the tenth part of a point, with the tiller untouched by the helms* 
man ; and I would bumUy, but safely, assert, that she is, of the msi^ 
vessds I hmm been in, the easiest in a bead sea, and the moat ootrect in 
steerage, (insomuch that her reckoniBg haa scsicely been out a mile since 
I have eommanded her,) and that she accommodates her ciew with great 
comfort, stows foreign stores and provisions for four months weU, dmw^ 
ii^ about 15 ftet 11 indies forward, and 15 aft." 
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From Commander W. ROBERl'SON, and the First Lieutenant and 
Matter qf H.M,S, Snake, to Vice Admtral xhe Honou&ablb 

SntC.¥L££MiNG. 

*' H.M.8 Snake, Sheerness, 

^May 19tb. 1S85. 

*' In obedience to your order, dated the 14th insL, to report upon 
the tailing and other qualities of His Majesty's sloop Snake, we have the 
honour lo state, that open a wW with a good breeze, she has proved 
raperior to any oilier tUp we have met wtthXa list of wiycb we enclose), 
csoepe one brig, g«ppoiod to bo a itterchant vessel, the bubw of which it 
onkaffiro to «■ ; bat that on goiog before the wind her aaperiority waa 
not ao mamfoat. alchon|^ ahe aaib aa weU on that point aa natt of tba 
veatela aUnded to* 

•* 'Hiat she IS mft under a press of sail, and very weatherly under 
" roc IV d courses," or under " close reefed topsails," double reefed foresail, 
aud reeted trysail. In heavy gales she lies close to the v^md undvr don- 
bie reefed foresail, main-staysail and reefed trysail, ibrereache.s t jst ;iud is 
very dry, and genevally speakinj^, she is a g<»d sea boat, and her best 
poNit of aailing, compared with other shipe, is eioae bairied in strong 
vinde againM ahaadeaa. She stows 6ve moafba* provisions and all har 
stores with gnat oaae, togaAoT oritfi ooo Imndkod di^a' nner iw ono 
hnndioA mA- tn Mn»" 
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From CoMMODORB Lord John HAY, to the Admiralty, 

" H.M.S. North Star, Pastage*, 

" December itb, 1888. 

** I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of tlic Lords 
Commiaaioners of the Admiralty, that in obedience to their lordships 
directions, oontaiiiid in your letter, No. 136, of the 20th of October laat* 
I directed Commander Dacres, of the Gorgon (encloaure No. I,) to pro- 
ceed to sea, in company with the Pantaloon, for the purpoae of trying the 
aailiog and odier qnalttiea of that ahtp. 

*' I enclose Cornmander Dacre's report of the trial ; also copies of 
the logs of the Gorgon and Pantaloon, together with the observations of 
the acting master of the Gorgoa. 

" Being aware of their lordahipa' desire to possess the fullest infor* 
mation respecting thr qualities of this ship, under all circumstances, and 
knowing the Ytriety <^ opinions that generally follow trials of this descrip- 
tion, I liave endeavoured by every possible means to arrive at the general 
opinion of those officers who have witnessed her performances since her 
arrival on the nordi coasi uf Spain, and the conclusion T lui\ e come to is, 
that the Gorgon is a very superior vessel, easy in the pitching and rolling 
motions, and, under all circumstances of weather, a good sea boat. 

"The dillferent passages she has made on dib eoast when propelled 
by steam, as compared with odter ateam veasels, proves her to be exceed' 
iogly fta^ generally perfbrmiiq^ the ran ftom St. Sebastian to Santander, a 
diatance of 90 miles in four hours leaa time than either the Phoenix or 
Salamander ; and the result of the trial appears to me to have eatablished 
the superior qualities of the Gorgon, when trusting entirely to her sniK 
with the engines disconnected. 

Bb 
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'*Tbe nature of tlie aenriee od whieh the veatelt on th» coast ai« 
employed) prevented my extending the trial bfljood 10 days $ it is my 
intention, however, to again order Connnander Dacret to proceed to Bea« 
in company with the Pantaloon^ for another trial. 

"Their lordships will observe, that Commander Dacres complains of 
the main-boom being weak, (thereby pandysing the efTl ( t of the main- 
aail and gaff-topsail,) also of the jib-bomn rcqmring additional support. 
I have directed him to strangdieii the maittpboom by fiahcs, and give such 
additional support to the jib-boom as it raqoirea, in order diat the ahip 
may have the Ml effect of all her sails." 



From CoMMODO&B Lou> John UAY, to ike ddmiralty. 

"H.M.S. North Star, Passages, 

"January lyth, 1839. 

** I had the honour to acquaint you, by letter of the 4th nltfmo, with 
^ result of dlie Gorgon's first trial in company with the Pantal<xm. 

** On the arrival of H.M. Sloop Rose, on this coast, I directed Com- 
mander Christie to proceed to sea for 10 days, in company with the Pan- 
taloon, for the purpose of again trying the Bailing qualities of the Ocvgotty 
with the engines disconnected } also her properties as a sea bottt 

"T have now the honour to forward, for their lordships' intoniiation, 
Coumiantler Christie's report on the result of tlie trials. As Comniaiiiler 
Christie, in his report, refers to the logs for the bearings, and distance 
gained on the Gorgon by the two sailing vessels, I have laid off the true 
course made, and distance run during each day's trial, taken separately 
from the logs of the respective vessels, and each vessel is placed at the 
conclusion of each day's trial agreeable to the bearings and distance thereiik 
given. On referring to the enclosed diagmms, their lordships will ob- 
aerve that no very matsrial advantage was gained over Gorgon on any 
one day, excepting on the trial of the 18th by the wind; hut when it is 
considered that both aailiog Yesids were csrcying a large portion of aail 
it la not extraordinary die €hirgan, with so linuled a spiead of canvass, 
should have been distanced H miles in a run of 871 miles, that vessel 
having tacked Itmr times during the triaL 

"The advantage gained over the Gorgon on the 17th, 19th, 20th, 
and ^ilst, was very inconsiderable* On the 22ad, the Gorgon appears to 
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have maintained an excellent position by the wind, havin*^ ncked ibur 
times during the days trial, and in the dt&iance run 29 miles, only lost 3. 

'*From all die infornution I have beeo able to obtain respecting the 
qnalitiea of the Goigon generally, it appeart to me quite evident ihe it 
a very tuperior ▼eeaeL That the Gorgon is aUe to maintain a good 
position in any company with aaiUngvesscb under moderate sail, is proved 
bsyond all doubt by the faet, that in the ivfaole distance run by die wind 
during thesetrials, 1224 miles, Gorgon only lost 111 ndlet, and in a ron of 
15f miles off the wind, she lost two miles. Gorgon also appears to have 
kept her station during the night, when moderate sail was carried, as well 
as cither of the sailing vessels. 

"During these trials the Gorgon tached 17 times, and only miased 
stays once ; her average time in performing that evolution is 3 m. 55 s. ; 
she steers and wears well, and the conduison I come to, from all the in- 
formation I ean obtain from her eoasmander and oflieers is, that she is 
weatherly, and a very fine sea*boat under all dreumttanees of weather, 
whether pr<^pelled by stesm or trusting entirely to her sails. 

*^ At tiie conclusion of the trial the Gorgon returned to Saj^wsder, 
and catevsd that harbour on the iSrd ultimo, under circumstances of 
extraordniary difficulty, in a strong gpde of wind from the N.W., with a 
heavy aea breaking aoross the entrance of the harbour. Two large saiU 
ing vessels in attempting it at the same time, were swamped in the surf, 
(one of them, a ship 280 tons, was totally lost, with the whole of her crew,) 
but which Gorgon accomplished without shipping a drop of water. I 
particularly notice diis iact, as it would have been impossible for any 
vessel of the siie of Gorgon to have affected it, had she not been an ex- 
ceedingly manageable vesad, s good sea-boat, and quick in answering 
her helm. 

** During the last trial, the Gorgon carried 300 tons of coals, ber 
water complete, and 10 weeks provisions for her crew. Fler engines 
eontiaue to work well, no part of the machinery has proved faulty, sad 
no accident whatever has occarfed." 
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Intlli Ll£UT£MAMT CoMMAMi)i;u C'liOKI^, tO CArTAlN KING. 

^'H.M. Pteket, Pandora, Falmouth, 

**May lath, 1835. 

** In compliance with your directions to report for the iniorniation of 
my Lords Coininissioners' of the Admiralty, relative to the Pandora's 
sailing, stowage, and general qualities as a sea-boat, in comparison with 
other vessels, as to her stability, and how she performs against a 
head sea. 

"The master and myself be^ to state, that up to this time she has 

always had the advantage iu sailing with every vessel we have tried 
with ; that she stows well for her complement, five months' provisions, 
with 24- tons of water ; that wc consider her an excellent sea-boat ; that 
she is very stiH' under her canvass ; that against a head sea her motion is 
quick, hut that it does not stop her way more than other vessels under 
similar circumstances, and upon the wind in heavy weather she perforois 
well indeed/' 



H.M.S. S T A a. 



From LlBUTBHAHT GOMHAKDBE C. SMITH, lO CAPTAllf CLAVELL. 

''H.M. Brigi Star, Falmoath, 

** January SOth, 18^7. 

*• In obeiiience to your order of this day, requiriug a report to be 
sent upon the sailing aad sea- worthy qualities of H*M« Wig uadei ny 
eommand, 

" I beg to lay I koov nothing of h«r merits as a barque, having been 
sltered to a brig before I joined; but I am enabled u» speak as to her 
positive merits as she is at present, and I can do so with great confidence, 

having just returned from a severe winter voyage. 

" I find the lightest air affisets her, so much so, that in a calm great 
pains are taken to keep her head the right way ; and I am persuaded, 
she will forge ahead when vessels of any other construction would be 
stationary. 

** Her best point of sailing (and they are all good) appears to tue to 
be dose hauled under every circumstance. 

'*8he is very weatherly, lively, and stands well up under tlie 

heaviest press of canvass. 

'* Respecting her character as a sea-boat, I have merely to state, 
that in our late voyages across the Athmtic, we experienced a succession 
of S.W. and N.W. gales, (gomg out) and had to contend widi the heavy 
confused sea consequent on their sudden change, during the whole of 
them, and in their heaviest squalb her power enabled me to keep her 
main topsail set, and under that sail, fure staysail, and reefed main try 
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sail, she never shipped a sea or carried away the least portion of her 
Hghi ornamental hammock- boarding, to saj nothing of more serious 
injuries. 

'* I find her tnotioii to be unlike any of H.M.S. I have belonged to i 
she rolls quick, but not deep; pitehes deep^ but remarkably easy. In 
layuig»to, although she occasioaally gives an uxexpected weather roll, 
yet she recovers herself^ and rises to the breaking sea as readily as if 
pressed ¥ndi canvass. 

" Under the above sail and fore- trysail she draws dirotigb thet water 
2i to 3 knots, and in spite of lee- way heave of the sea, I cannot luring to 
mind a day that she lost ground. 

** I am not the least apprehensive of her being taken aback in any 
weather*, the strength of her stern, its peculiar furmation, and the secu- 
rity of the rudder (from its very rakin<5 position,) renders her pertbctly 
safe in this respect. I have seen her rise to a sea with i5tern-way, as 
cleverly as she does with head-way. I have never scudded her before a 
very heavy sea, but I shall not have the least hesitation to do so when 
requisite. 

" To speak now of her strength. When I jomed, the hetght of her 

'tween decks was pointed out to me as an objection, accompanied with 
this observation, *' that in heavy weaiher iihe would work ; " this how- 
ever has not been the case; on the contrary, she continues as solid as a 
block of wood. In the late gales, having my spare and stream anchors 
stowed amidships, I thought to strenthenher two mitisliij) l^eams by sliore- 
ing them up, for which purpose, I converted a sprung topmast stud- 
sail boom, and then drove a stanchion under eacii ; there they remained 
uncleated during the whole of tlie bad weather, without moving a hair's 
breadth, which must have shown had it been otherwise by the firesb paint- 
work, my attention was called to this fact by oneof thepssieagers, a con- 
siderable ship owner, Mr. Tobin, of Hali&x. 

" To sum up ; the Star sails well, steers easily, answers her helm 
quickly, stands well up under canvass, weatherly to an uncommon de- 
gree, and is the most buoyant sea-boat 1 ever was in." 



H.M.S. ALERT. 



From Lum. Commakder CHARLEvS M. NO&RINGTON, 

lo Caft. J. CLAV£LL. 

H.M. Brig Alert, Fahnoutli, 

"JmiMryflst, 1887. 

** Accmding to your directions of tliia days date, I have die honor to 
report that H.M. Packet Alert, under my command, from the time she 
was converted into a brig, has considerably improved ui casmuss, stability 
and rate of aailing in aii kuids ot wcaihcr, including heavy gales and a 
partial Imrricane, she also Steers better in general, wearing and tacking to 
admiration. 

<* I may alto add, that I known the mtstt flapping of 1i«r laih is 
a cafattt to lend her at least one knot an hour n headf and in a strong 
breese, going large, and smooth water, on more than one oecaaioo, she 
has gone npwatda of thirteen knot^, hot not Ibr more than two bontttnt a 
time" 
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/romLuuT. Comhavub T, W. XUIiN£R» (o.CAPTAiv CLAVELL. 

" H.M. Packet Ranger, Falmouth, 

"February 22nd, 18^7. 

*' In complianee with your directioM I beg to indose a report of the 
Ranj^er's sailini; and other qualities and have further to add for the infor- 
mation of the Lords CommissionerR of the Admiialt\ that under all -cir- 
cuuistance;^ ul wiiid and weather the Hanger has proved herseit to be a 
fiMt aoilet and a good, sea-boat. 

<<liieg to report that on' tlie 22nd of December last, we had an 
opportunity of trying the comparative rate of failing with a French brig 
of war, Alcyone, of IQ guns; when beating into the Tagus, the Ranger 
both weathered and forereaehed on her, and she is reported to he one of 

their fastest vessels ; and, further, on leavhig the Tag us on the 18th ol 
February we beat out against a young flood tide, and a Ik avy sea on the 
bar, when a French frigate, L lierinionc, was compelled to put back*" 
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DEMI OFFICIAL AND OTHER LETTERS. 



From the Master of the Fleet. 

'«HJff^« Qneen, Malta, 

"June SOth, 1842. 

"I have great pleMvn in reporting on the pftrfern wm c e of our gallant 
ship ate 16 daya' cruiaa in tlw Cfannncl off Ifalta. After gacfeing ridol 
iheiKOliNNof ballnat, and about M tooa of lumber ad aapemumcrariea, 
aiibd 00 tl»iOdi ul4inu> in the feUowibg trini» bBving aUpped nooringia 
and fastenad to buoy by hnwaer Drei^t for tmtd JI4feae iBA inehee^ 
eft S5 bovport 6 ft. S| ui.» midship 6 ft. f in., after 7 ft. 6in. The 
ibllowii^ diipa oompoaed our aqaadron, tib. Howe, Impregnable, Van- 
guard, Tbonderer, Calentta, and Cambridge, the laat three had got their 
nsmea up as clippen . In atandii^ off and on under topsails, and top* 
gallant saila, no conrsea ae^ with a royal breeie* we were suiprised and 
much pleased to find duit the squadron were obliged, though very loath, 
to pack on first courses, and then royals, and even the Vanguard could 
spare us nothing. Next day tlie Howe and Thunderer having joined, we 
stood to the southward about a point free with a. uujdcraie hici zc, uiider 
single reefed topsails, and top-gallanl sails, jib, ami spanker, sparinigr all 
the clippei a fore course and royals, except Vanguard ; the Thunderer 
set }ier foresail occasionaUy, the three-deckers under all sails, staysails, 
and studding sails. 

" We have had a great deal of gun ezerciae, but I regret to aay no 
■akated trial of sailing, though several commanding breeaea oflbred. Tbia 
gives a loophole to the ships, wbidi ^ey will no doubt avail themadvea 
of, but the candid and liberal of the squadron affirm that tlie Queen ia 

second to none in sailing qualities, except her elder sister, which, in my 

Co 
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opinioRt looks and saik better than in my time. I also tbink that Sir 
David Dann and his ofRcers arc not saying too macb when they state that 
when the Queen carries a proper proportion of sail, well trimmed and is 
carefully steered, the Vanguard lias enough to do in holding her own. 

VV t improved towards tlie end of tlie criazt:. llcr great stability has been 
noticed by the whole scpuulron and admitted by the admiral ; tlie Van- 
guard admits her superiority in this respect. The Vangunrd has fre- 
quently elicited tlie praise of the commander-in-chief. The stendy way 
in which she is ke])t in station, her staying under her close reefed topsails 
in a sea way when no other ship in the squadron could do it, were noticed 
by him, by no meaos prodigal of his praise ; but lam firmly of opinion 
that if the Quean were brought to a G feet 8 inchai midship port, and 
bandied properly, no line of battle ship at present in oommission could 
touch her." 



Extract of a Letter from a LiBUTtVAifT ov thb Qubbv. 

"H.M.S. Queen, Malu, 

" June 5th. 

"We came out with seven sail of the lino on the 19th, and liavc 
been iixxxvixw^ about here since ; showing ort lo great advantage, sailing 
in order without trying regularly. We have beaten them all hollow 
except the Vanguard with whom we sail as equ lly as poHsiblr, We 
returned here yesterday, having been 15 days coming between Mali a nnd 
Sicily, and have maintained our superiority over all the ships with the 
exception of the Vanguard, and with her we are neck and neck." 
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From the ContANxiKit or twt AtBioif . 

** H.M.S. Albion, at Sea, 

••January 25tli, 18U. 

** I have not anawerad your note of the 2Qdk before, wiebing to be 
able to tell you nme tban I covlfl from tbe Sonnd* 

" The reports of the papers are so contradictory that I do not know 
in what way to take them, but the one of the Standard is really too bad, 
•' She is coming down like a sand barge." We have our porta G ft* G in* 
now, that is when we lefl the Sound* 

♦* We Tiare fire months of all sorts of provisions, 407 tons of v,*ater, 
our main hold would hold six months easily and we have filled the month's 
space with wood. 

'* Spirit room filled up with all aorta of atorai, neeessariea and slope 
Ibr a twelve month. 

" We spoke the " Penelope" yesterday had a three hours trial, in 
very light winds, she had not a chance. We have only thirty tons of 
ballast, and that I hope to get out. 

*' Cove of Cork, January SOth. 

•' Wc arrived yesterday morning having had two days of stron?r winds. 
Nothing can be better than her performances, with two reefs in the top- 
sails and top-gaUant sails 9 and 6 within six points, I think five points. 
Afterwards with moderate breeze with single reef topsails and top-gallant 
■mis 9 and 4 close as she would lay. The captain being sick the spanker 
was fiirled, and without either jib, or epaaker, we stayed and had the fore 
sheet aft. within two minutes. 
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" With a strong breeze she has riever yet heeled more than I and | 
degrees ; this report i$ correct and you have my permission to contradict 
any thing said to the contrary, lower deck ports 6 feci i] in. We kept 
some of the after lower deck ports open when the sjpars and sails required 
two reefs. 



From the Mastek op the Albiok. 

«H.M.8. Albion Cot« of Cork. 

'^Jantiary 81ttl844. 

" It affords me trreat pleasure to comply with your n quest, and 
particularly so as I am most conscientiously able to refute the vile and 
diabolical assertions respecting our noble ship. In the first place, I will give 
you her flotation when proTlsiomed for five months of all species, and abo 

' will now take another months proTisions comfortably under hatehe^ and 
more of bread. She stows 410 tons of water, and has twelve months 
stores with ten months fuel, her draught then was, forward iS feet 6 in. 
aft 24 feet 7 inches, height of her midship port 6 feet 6 incboti tilia 
should be called 6 feet 6 inches as the port sills amidships were cot 

, down to allow the depression of the 84 powid goos wHidi the AdmMty 
thought of puttiqginto her ; die is now armed with 12 sixty-cightpoaiid- 
eiSf the Kmahidcr long Alfty»tivoi 5$ cwt exeepl on die ^narter dedt 
and ftreeasde 84 92'pontiden 8 fteC Sincbes 42 ewt. goas, sad two sixty 
ejght p o un d er s outbe quarter deek,naUttg in tll 80 guns eetoaDy moouted* 
This lineof fioiation I should observe agrees to Half in htMih of bar 
talented eonstmctors ealcukifon. Now ibr her qualitieB as fhr aa we 
hftre been able to j udge el sea >->8he works and steeis like a boa^ thei is 
qnieker and better ihn any ship I ever sailed in. On Sonday lest we 
had a good lifial by the wind, with aa mudi wind as her mast would bear, 
under double reefed topsails, courses, &c. her inclination never exceeded 
4| degrees, she was then going 10 knots, and working uilliin ten and a 
half points of the compass. At this lime there was a short sea, and on 
one tack a head ; she was far from being imeasy, her motion is quick but 
very easy, and on the whole I do think her the most splendid ship ever 
huilt, and her constructor must be proud of her ; for my part I am 
fectly unprejudiced. 



1 



aM.S. VANGUARD. 

#Vmi fke CoKMAimsft or tr* T4McrvA«ii 10 likf CoMntivcvov. 

"H.M.aV«og«H<ll»M8lUu 

" With rei^KBt to tlie Vanguard, I am unable to do jnatace to all haw 
good ^pialHUtt w « qitn-of-war, icur in my opinion, I mmt warn a abip lo 
pef%t in «vnr7 *^p0ctt tbie t* vcaqr Iwkbr* and ai a proof of lliat aiatr- 
tio^ I will weataum two witancM in iriueli Yaqgaard'a vwrliiiv qualities 
muifc be wmdntfi^ dmi waa in woriciqg Into tibe Cora of Cork with tlio 
wipddaadont^ williont mnea, beiiy oU^ad to sboftan tafl ^ 
atatioB aitam of Bctteiopboii; and tacondlj^ on ow letnrn fton Xonia, 
altboi^h tlhft wind waa out of tha liarboitr and vary baffling we worked 
op to Fort St AagalOf making four taeln ivida tke entranoe. I bava had 
OMay oiqpartnniliea of judging of bar qnalitNa aaa saap-boat« We bad one 
heavy sea when with Sir Charlea Paget'a aqnadron, and no ship could 
have behaved better, she pitched very easy^ and although she rolfed rather 
deep, still it was particularly easy, and without strainii^ a rope-yam. 

** We have now only 70 tone of baUait on board, onahilf the quiip* 
tily aha at firat started with, atill E consider her a very atiff sb^, and will 
I fed eon6dent^ ontcarry any in the service, and be able to fight her lower 

deck guns, when other ships would be obliged to keep their ports Anrn. 

'* Aa to her svperiority in sailing, there can be no doubt of diat, but 
I do not think that we haTe yet found out what she can do, for with all 
the tnala with other ships, she never had enough canvass, in fSict, I have 
known her dnriag a trial loU to fr in in wd fw want af sail. 
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From Captain G. B. MARTIN to iht Constructor of the 

Vamguaed. 

«*H.M.S. Caledonia, offSieily, 

**Joiie26th, 18S7. 

*• Wo lia\ f been cruizing olV tins coast and Malta, in company with 
Vanguard, Rodney, Kusseil and Asia, and our cruize has afibrdcd us the 
opportunity of witnessing the extraordinary capability and powers of sail- 
ing possessed by the Vanguard. 

**Tbe first day was light winds, the Adioinl seadiog Uie NaotiliM to 
look oat S.B., and when she was distant fear miles dead to windward, 

the general signal for chMe was made, when the Vanguard in three tacks 
got round her SG minutes before the Rodney, the Rnssell 8 minutes after 
Rodney. Tlie next was on a wind, as much as we could carry well at times, 

a fair fresh hrec/L, smglL* reefed topsails, and top-gallant sails, ihe Van- 
guard haukd out of the line just like a cuUcr,and went away to windward 
of die whole hquadron. ;ni(l v,-;is six miles on our weather beam in liours. 
We were then on larboard lark, and 1 do not think the Rodney would 
have weatlieredus if she had tacked; this was done without a tack. The 
next was off the wind, a good fresh breeze a point abaft the beam as much 
as we could carry, royals, fore-top mast, and top-gallant studding; sails; 
then the yards looking rather qm i r: the general signal for the chase S. 
by W., we were then inline of Ijattle on a wind, we of course the leading 
ship, the wind W.N.W. varying a little. The line was as follows, Cale- 
donia, Russell, Vanguard, Rodney, Asia, so that the Vanguard had a 
trifling advantage, but she went away, and after a run of four hours, we 
going 9 and 10, she left off I should think seven miles ahead, Rodney 
next, then Russell, but I will desire the Master to make you two 
diagnuns. 

" Rodney is a magnificient man-of-war, but is heavy, and I think has 

too miicli ballast, 170 tons, carries her port an awful height out of tlie 
water, and is in very good order. ' 



J^rm Uu Captain of thc RonKXT to ike Comsteuctoe <a tbb 

Vahovaed. 

~ <<H.H.S. Rodney, off Malta, 

" J«ne 28tli, m?, 

" We have been out from ICaliE now a fortnight, cruising between 
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Malta and Steny, and htTt bad three trials of aaiUng, the firtt on the 14th 
of June, beating to windwani with a light breeae, all sail set ; and in two 
hours and three quarters the Vanguard beat Rodney and the rest of die 
squadron two miles dead to windward ; the second trial was on the SKOth 
of June, with siagle-reefed topsails and top-gallant sails, a fresh breese at 
starting, water smooA. The Vanguard went to windward of Rodney in 
a most extraordinary way ; in two hours and a half, she weathered 9i 
miles dead in the wind's eye, in short I would not have believed it possible 
if I had not seen it ; our inclination was the same when the signal was 
made, viz : 3-20 ; the third trial was on the 2 1 tli instant, a fresh wind a 
little abaft the beam, us nnich sail as we tuuld cany, vii;. single-reefed 
topsails, royals, fore topmast and top-gallant studding sails, we were 
going 1 1 knots, but Vanguard run away trum Uodney very considerably, 
although we beat the other ships as much ; in short, we have no chance 
with Vanguard I am j)ositive in sailinir on any point. Rely on it that 
CominanJer Walker will do her great juiUce, I do not tliiuk she conld be 
in better hands. I never kn? w him before, but 1 think he is an excellent 
officer, I am rejoiced to see her so well commanded, she is a beautitul 
man-of-war, notwithstanding what your enemies may say. Rodney is 
certainly a splendid man-of-war, and has plenty of stability, but 1 nev^r 
tliought Ijcom the first, that she sailed fast." 



From the CoMKAxnaa ov thb VAMovaan to the CoasvairaToa. 

'<H.M.S. Vanguard, off Malta, 

*< June 28th, 18S7. 

"I have very great pleasure in forwarding an account of the late 
trials Avith the squadron, and beg to be allowed at the same time to con-> 
gratulate yon on Vanguard's sneeess, which I trust has been so evident to 
all, that there can be but one opinion as to her decided superiority in every 
way. We left Malta on tlie l^?th, with the squadron, consisting of the 
Caledonia, Rodney, Asia and Russell, since which time we have had three 
trials, two on a wind, and one with the wind abeam. The enclosed 
duigrams of facts (which the gunnery lieutenant has been good enough 
to make out) will speak for themselves, without my feeble pen attempting 
to add more, still I cannot refrain from quodi^ a passage in a note just 
received ftom an ofltoer on board the Rodney, to convince you that others 
agree as to her splendid qualities, he says '*I am delighted to see that 
Vanguard is perfection, her sailing qualities are* in my opinion, mira- 
culous, and have completely silenced and convmoed the most pr^ndieed. 
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huA. independent of that, she looks m tvery way, so like a mm flf^WMy 
thatilMiajdwadaimtM^ifMlbe ciifj«f aU«n board**' 

" In addition to the abovCi you will 1 am sure share with me the 
gratification I felt, on receiving the hearty congratulations of the captain 
of the Rodney, wbo» at the jidfoiraVs tabl^ expietaed his admiration of 
the "wonderful** pevlbmiaDCe of this ship, and appeared to recall with 
delight, the haviag been shipmates with her constructor. These enco* 
mittDf publiely expressed by such an officer, will^ I trust, have due weight, 
and open the eyes of those, who as yet have been deceived by the ihane- 
ftd acoownta which have from time to time appeared in the public 
papeia respecting this noble ahip. I. am ready to admit that Vangnarda' 
aie pnmd of, and liaUe to say more of their ship than QtherSf but what 
hat been aaid by the captain and oiBcera of her rivali (if K aaay be allowed 
the expceiaion) wiUt I tniat, convmee even her enemiei^ that the deienrea 
the good opinion of all who have the tervlee at heart, aa for ownpart^ 
I never saw her e^ual ; the difference between thia tih^ pnd odierain 
workinf^ aa well aa aailiog, is somethii^ quite extraoidinary, she will» I 
am confident, taek or wear in hslC the time tfie Rodnqr wiU.be p^rlbm- 
ing the aame evolntion* 

'* I need not tdl yen that we can cany our lower deck ^a .oof, 
when other chips are obliged to doaa their porta. Before we left Malta 
die admiral issued an order for the aqoadron to complete to tmo mondis 
pfOviH00% which wia atnctly obeyed, and filled ftSS tons of water, but 
some of the othav shipe thsNig^t to laBprove their sailing by having more, 
soma tceli three and otbeffs tout moothtb When welsft porton thel2& 
our draught of water was, ibrward M ftet 10 inch, abaft Mftek iindis 
we have always considered 4 or 5 inches by the stem to be her best tran* 
Tlie gri at superiority which was so evident to all on our first truil 
raised the cry that Vanguard was, " Flying light," in consequence, of 
which, the ^.qiiadrou were ordered to complete to four months ; we ac- 
cordingly pioceeded into Bighi Bay, and took that quantity on board, at 
the same time completed water of 355 tons. In consequence of having 
only 35 chaldrons of coals on board, we were obliged to stow some pro^ 
visions forward, 38 casks in the coal hole, or 8 tons 22 casks in ihe fore 
hold, or 3^ tons and ISO bags of bread in after part of fore cockpit, or 
9 tons, in all 20\ tons, so as to bring the ship to her old trini ; viz. 4 to 5 
inches by the stern, we have always in that trim ibuud her to work like a 
top, and carry her In dm lialf aturn a weather. We rejoined the squadron 
the next moniii^ at daylight^ and that aitemooot the wind \mog iavomhUv 
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for. ft trnil» a* 1 o'clock tlio sigMil wtm miide l» t#y rate of taiinigi «vkeii 
to the aatonithmeot of aU, Vanguard otirfed ffMnlwr plaoa in the line 
(third) and wait in a very few minutea on the weather bow of all the aquad* 
ron, and had not the whid fiivooi^ed t*»e'sfernmost ships, bath }n atrength 
ami deviating (a signal was made by the Rodupy to that effect) the result 
of that trial w ould have been more satis I'at tory. We, half an hour before 
the close, made the si<^nal "have h-st the wind." On the 25th, \vc had a 
pood breeze from the westward, when the signal was made to try rale of 
sailinjf ; jut before twt) bellfi, we stnrtfd, steerini^ S. by W. the wind 
bcinor Ticarly abeam ; we made sail under single-reefed topsails, royals, 
top-gallant and fore-ropmast studding sails, going at first, 1 1 knots, 2 
fathoms. Vanguard did not, I assure you, remain long third in the line, 
but startino; off, soon left the squadron astern. This being the Rodney's 
best point of sailing and Vanguard's woriit, of course we felt mo.<!t anxious 
for the result, but we were soon relieved, and found at the end of three 
houra and a half, that we had left her (the Rodney) 3| miles astern, Rus- 
sell 5 miles, Asia 4S miles, and Caledonia 7^ miles ; although the wind again 
favoared'the atemmost ships, for as we approached the land ( Goza ) we 
had leaa wind, while those astern brought up a stronger breese, (a signal 
to that effect was made by the Vanguard,) our rate of going, towards the 
close, waa only 9 knots* The result of these trials must have convinced 
all, that wbether light or deep, on a wind, or off the wind, in light or 
strong breetea, Vanguard is fkr superior to all. 

** Yon willpcrcelva by the diagraMS» that dM aBglea«»era tabeti after 
we had atturlad, whiob hardly does j«stioe %9 tbe Vonguai^, for on firat 
starting, the awaner hi whieh she sprang Itwm ber plsoe in the tisae^ waa 
redly *' w o nder ft ili" she waa m eonequMMo; some oonaiderablo dlatittce 

ahead, before the officers had time to take the angles of the diffipr^t 
.ships." 



/Vom iAe Captain ot THS Rodney lo ike Cohss&dctor ov V ANai;ARD. 

«H.M.S. Rodney, Malta, 

•♦June 29ih, 18^7. 

I am just anchored in Bigbi Bay for the purpose of completing my 
water. Wa have had three trtah with Vanguard ; the firat waa in light 
winda, aft slA set to whkKrard, ahe beat us two nilM hi f boura and f ; 
the second «ri»l waa wMi m firesh breeae* aingle reefiNl topsails and mp* 
gallant aailat on a wind ; thb dky the Vangnar d went lo whidward of oa 
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in a TDOst eiEtraordinary manner, I would not have believed it pottttlle if 
I had not teen it, ilie gainecl fiji milet dead to windward in 2 houra and 
When the aignal waa made to the ahips to ahow thdr indinationa, onra waa 
the aame aa Vangnard'ai via* 3*20, onr lee ports up the whole tine. The 
third trial waa with the wind a point ahaft the heam, aa much aail as we 
could carry* atngle reefed topaafla* loyala, fore-topmast and top-gaSaat 
atadding tails, the Rodney was going 11 Icnota, the Vanguard heat ua aa 
much to windward as a mile an hour. Thia day we beat the other ahipa 
aa much, more particularly the Asia. We likewiae had the adTantage of 
the other ahipa on awind, the Asia does not aafl or ahe ia not in trim. I do 
not think diat Rodney has any chance with Vai^uard. 



J roiH the Captajn op the Vanoua&d to the Coksxeuctoe. 

** Devonport, 

**June29tb, U37. 

" I presume ynu have seen the sketch of the small but satisfactory 
trial we had ofl' Malta, which I believe Sir Joaias Rowley aent Sot the 
information of the Admiralty. My crew were too ill at the time to work 
the ahip in the way ahe ought to be, therefore Sir W. DiUon, aa hie note 
will show, did not intend it, but wishing to ahow how the ahip would walk 
up to windward, I trimmed, and if we had had room, and eontiiraed in the 
same courae, ahould have been hull down by aimaet. I aatoniahed the 
officers in wearing the ahip, and although the Rnasell la a very handy ahip 
we were alwaya round before her, either in tacking or wearing ; aa for the 
Asia and Caledonia, I could have given them a couple of broadsides m 
either manceuvre before they could get round. You may be assured that 
nothing shall be wanting to keep her as she now is, the finest ship in die 
world. 

" In sending you the inclosed, I requested the gunnery lieutenant to 
make it out for your consideration, beinj^ satisfied that the Vanguard can 
carry tl>e largest guns just as well as she does those she has, and with her 
superior qualities of working, and coming up with her chase, with her fire 
so concentrated, what could stand a second broadside from her? There 
is also a great advantage to be obtained from her breadth, that you may 
reduce the channela at leaat £ feet, which would make the quarter deck 
gone to run out dear of the riggii^." 
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From the GomcAirvn ov nu VAMUAEft (At ComT^irevoft. 

**H.M.S, Vanguard, off Genoa, 

••September 5th, 1897. 

"The time, I trust, is not far distaot, when all will admit the decided 
superiority of the Vanguard, and every Briion feel obliged to you, for 
liwriag added so splendid a ship to the navy ; for the more T see, the 
more I am eonviMed that ahe &t surpaates all in the service. I hoped 
to hare long ere' this, aaen the official report of the fourth trial we had 
with the Asia and Galedonia. On a wind with a head tea, under single- 
xeefed topiaila» top*gal]«nt lailt, ronnea, jib and driver, we in two houm 
and forty-five minntes, weathered on Aaia, S tnilea, 800 yards, and headed 
har 4 nules, 870 yards. Weathered on Caledonia, 4 miles, S70 yards and 
headed 8 milea, 880 yarda. The Medea, lAo was in company, did won- 
ders. On that day, Tangnavd was for the fint time tried on an even 
keel, and certainly Ihe result proves Uiat she can sail in that trim ; in fact* 
I do not think that we have yet found ont half her good qualities, for had you 
witnessed her performanee, since our arrival off Genoa, you would have 
been delighted, I have never aeen anything like it since I have been at sea. 
I most first tell you that we left Barcelona with the Princess Charlotte, 
and had a good rm to Genoa, part of the time we had our topsails on the 
cap, and were obliged to 3raw to keep our station, but as we had no trial, 
I will not add more, my present wish being to give you an account of this 
ships s^endid qualities as a sea boat, for oo the first, when the Admiral 
ran 'into Genoa, it was blowing strong, and finding that there was not 
mnch room, we made our signal to *' keep under sail until it moderates." 
That evening it blew hard on shore, with a heavy sea, and we were 
obliged to carry sail to work out of the Gulf. We accordingly made 
sail un<ler close-reefed topsails and reet't cl i ourses, and the btauiUul style 
in v\lii( h she worked off .i lee shore, was the admiration of all on board» 
who were not a little surprised and delighted, at findiui^ themselves under 
the lee ofC'ursica yesterday. When about 20 miles from Geno:i, we had 
one of the hardest gales, and with more sea than I have ever witnessed in 
tlio M iiiterranMn when she again behaved most nobly, and under a main 
top-sail, reefed fo»-e~sail3 and sKjrui stay-sails, she went over the sea like 
a duck, without straining a rope-yarn, in fact, she is, in my humble opin- 
ion, a most splendid sea boat. You ask my opinion, as to the Vanguard's 
armament, depend upon it, she will be able to carry 68 pounders on her 
lower deck with ea<<ip, and withoutafioctinghcrsailingquaUties, Ihave always 
been an advoau«i for thetn, and have a thousand times r^rctbed their not 
bemg on board/* 
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HJCA VANODABD. 



£xlract of a LeUer Jrtm the Aamiilil 8uPB»iKTSKi>£i{T« at MaUa, to <Ar 

SUEVSYOR OF THS NaTY. 

Malta, 
*'Sept. SOth, 1838. 

" It really is a pleasure to see Vanguard go out of this harbour, she 
moves BO beauttfully and so quickly under sail, she weighed the first time 
the squadron started from heoce with a slant and light wind and went out 
just like a colter, while all the other ships were obliged to be towed out 
by Rliadamanthus ; she has anch an advantage over other ahips,ahe gathers 
way BO quickly that you can do any thing with her. The admiral dined 
with me the day before he sailed this last time, and I was delighted to 
hear Aim say *' I never saw a ship under sa3 equal to die Vanguard, 
wbilHt I have her with me I don't feel the want of a fHgate or a brig.'* 
I asked him if in their eroize he had seen her under doable reefbd top- 
sail blowing strong, he said '* no," but I feel satisfied whenever we have 
a breeze of that kind she will be going wirh her lower deck ports up, 
sparing us a mainsail at Icubi, when the other binp^ would be almost bunted. 

** In time of war a lew such ships as this in a fleet would ensure the 
bringing on a general aetion, or oblige the enemy to sacrifice iheir atem- 

luost sliips." % 



Frum the Cai'tain of the VANtiUAaj) to the Cokstbuctor. 

" H.M.S. Vanguard, 

''January IS7th, 184ie. 

*' Yott express a wish to have an aociMOt of Vanguard's qualities, 
now that I have commanded her for nearly two years. It is not for me, 
as her captain, to extol her abilitie«, but I can safely aver that up to this 
hour she has never been beaten by any ship or vessel on any point of sail* 
ing since I have commanded her, and as to her qualities aa a sea-boat, 
you shall judge for yourself, when I tell you that I luive tested her in tkm 
severe gales of wind, one a hurricane ofl' Alexandria, and here she is, 
without having curried away a spar or sprung one, or even strarided a rope- 
yarn of standing rigt^ing alow or aloft, s * ilut ^.he well deserves praise for 
so safely, and bo proudly, d<>iti;j; \wv work, the more especially when some 
of the finest ships have sutiered sevcitlv, such as Poweriiil, Ganges, 
and others. I ought not to omit to stale, that in all these gales I was 
compeUed to hav« her out of uiva (sadly so ofi' Alexandria,) from cauites 
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«ver nlkidi I M m oonftrMl, y«t Midi mm berbdurviour; andl bope t» 
ketp her widMHtt a caalkng fiir more fkm « eoaplLe of yttn, perluip* 
lAMt, odIbm we have » towitetleefic trip.*' 



from the Master ofc H.M.S. Vanouako. 

^Thc Vangiiarcl left Salamia in eompany with theadminl, Sir Robi. 
Stopford, and squadron, eoniiilkig of tbe Prineeat Gbatlatto, Rodney, 
Belteroplioa and I think iibe Biwaell, to proceed to Malta, with n 
nodevate hreese fh)tn the northward and eai tward. 

** In running from tbe Gtdpb of Athmia towards Cape St. Aogelo^the 
Vanguard showed much superiority in sailing, having some difficulty to 
keep aetttm of the admiral, her station, with the topiaHe ooearionally 
lowecedi whilst the flag and oiher ships had their stnddingaailaaott 

'* When oft^ the Island of Bella Poula.'the si^fnal was made to Van- 
guard to rendezvous off* that Inland for twenty iour hours, to look out for 
a brig of war, I think the Wolverene^ and then proceed to Malta witli all 
dispatch. 

** Although we had bafflmg light winds for e eonatdetaUe pert 
of the passage we joined the aqnadfon about ten leagues to the eastward 
of MsliB, and if we bad eeuidercd that we had sufficient mn fer the 
previone night and onrried ami we should eertaittly have anived before 
the squadron.*' 



From the Commander of Vam6uari> to the Comst&uctor. 

** H.M.S. Vanguard, Plymouth Sound, 

*' August 7th, 1843. 

" It is with the greatest regret of ail on board that we are to paid 
oft' at this port ; as we were in hopes of being seen somewhere to have 
had tbe ship duly sppreclated ; all being so proud of belonging to such 
a ship, and all have taken equal pride in her wonderful superiority over 
all otliers, whieh even the moat prejudiced have been obl^ed to acknow- 
ledge, and her external and internal appearance, and the seal and activity 
of alt belonging to her, are as much attributable to what they have bad 
to work upon aa any other cause, and am truly sorry that yourself, and 
others, whom we might hare had on board had we gone to Portsmouth, 



biyiiizea by GoOgle 



222 U.M.S. VANGUAJID. 

would bave perceived that oor time liad not been idly employed. Havto^ 
been commander of the Vanguard 4 years and 8 mondu, I can aaeure 
you that no ahip^ has ever, during that period, (and esn as readily votich 

for the previous time having been so much in company with her) beat or 
come near her in any point of sailing, or manoeuvring ; and tu i>how 
her easy qualities, no spar has been carried away since I have belonged 
to Iver, except one flying jib boom from the guy going, one fore royal 
yard, from the brace being kept fast in tacking ; and one fore topsail 
yard sprung, which we now have aK good as ever, from too great a run 
with the topsail haiards. I shall be anxious to know the expence she 
has been, I never could obtain any facts at Malta on the subject, but am 
fully convinced it has been considerably less then any of her com- 
petitors on that station. 

** I am sure this ship's general a])pcarance, capacity, and man-ot- war- 
like bearing in every particular, has tended greatly, in the numerous 
foreign parts we have been at, to eniiauce the prowt s> of the British 
Navy, and even the Fri'nch hnv«» generally acknowledged her s uin-what 
superior to what they theniselvi s hail ; and the officers of the American 
Delaware, lately in the Tagus, expressed their admiration of lier. 
I trust after so many years experience at sea my humble meed of 
praise may not be considered presuming. Her defects are trifling« 
general caulking of decks and an occasional plank to be sbiftedy are the 
principel, otherwise repairing gratings and other trifles necessary, afker 
being above 8 years in commission, is sll that is required. The boats 
are of the qtuekett, hoik tailing andpulUng, I ha»t eser hnmuy and all fit 
for her again, requiring but small repair ; the lower rigging I should pre^ 
fer to new, if she were to be re-commissioned. Our lease in her has cer- 
tainly expired, but it is almost a sin to pay her oiF« There are some lew 
ornamental things which I have been at some little expense about, but do 
most willingly and cheerfully leave sH for the ship I have so much a^o* 
tion fbr> but I do hope you will cause then to be solely rMerved for die 
Vanguard," 



Digitized by Google 



IiM.S« VERNON 



Fnm At Cavtaw m ihh Vbwmoh to tl» Coirmveves* 

"H.M.S. Vernon, Malta, 

" March 25th, 1835. 

'* It is wiA nuch plearare and laikftetioo, that I am enabled to eom- 
municate the intelligence, that the Vernon w everything thai I could with, 
and really far beywid my mott sanguine expectations. 

"On our passage hence to Vouria, we had several trials with Thua- 
dcnta Endymion and Childers, as also with the Tribune. There were 
aome days we oeaily run ibera hull down in six hours, and some of the 
fleet with only topaails out of the water ; at other times die general signal 
waa made for the whole squadron to try their rates of sailing, this was 
ganccaBy about half-past e^ht in the morning, and the recall waa gene- 
jraVy mado at five Piif.t when we eouid only see part of the topsaala of the 
abipa astam, and the frigates and sloops were bull down* On our return 
from Voarla, we had Portland and Colambine in addition to the above 
abipa. The first trial was with Portland and Columbina, the signal was 
made to sail round St. John*a Island and join the Adauxal ; Gobimbhie 
was on our lee bow a mile, Piwtland on our weather beam half a mils $ in 
one boor and a half* we were one mile on Pordand's weather beam, and 
Columbine two miles on our lee quarter. We bsd to make a tack to wear 
iber the Islandt so had Foitland; when rounding the Island] blowing 
strong, Portland 8 miles astern, sprung her fore-topmast, aborlened sail 
and bore op for the Admiral, who was then running for Salamis. Colum- 
bine tried to round the Island to leeward, carried away her fore-yard and ^ 
bore up ; Vernon went round the Istand, and was the second ship in Sala- 
mis. No officer in the fleet had ever seen the match of this before, and 
none would have believed it unless they had seen it; Vernon had van 
one-third more during that day than any other ship present. In all our 
subsequent trials, they were as much in our favour. There is not an 
officer or man on board, but says that they have never known any ship 
equal to Vernon, for easiness, stability and fast sailing." 
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From the Captain or ths Vsiikon. 

*<H.M.S. Vernon, Malta. 

April 8th, 1885. 

"It afibrds me very great pleasure iti gtvmg yon good aeeottots of 
Vernon, for I am sure yon will be delighted when you read the six oflScial 
reports herewith sent, they are copies of the reports that X was ordered to 

make out for the toinmander in cliief, Sir Josias Rowley, on different 
trials we had with tlifTerent ships, and sonR'times wi Ji the wliole squadron. 
The sailing of tliis ship is far heyniid any tliinjjr that 1 atuicipated, ami as 
every officer and man in the fleet has witnessed it, tliey, to a man, say 
there is not such anotlier ship in the world. I am not only pleased with 
her sailinLs but I am much pleased with her as a sea-hoat. on every 
occasion reniai k:ibly easy. The reason why I send you those reports, is, 
because I kiin .v many others are going also, but, all in our favor, and the 
whole ot them go by fh's j^Tcket. These nill shut the mouth of clamour 
for ever, and if our Gti . ( i iiment will not build any more Vcrnons the other 
powers of l.urope and America will. I am well aware that dee p- rooted 
prejudice is not easily removed, and I now conaider Captain Symonda an 
injured man." 
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from Uut Captaw of tub PiaoE to the Constkuctok. 

"H.M.S. Pique, Halifax, 

"March 26th. 

"Our long and tempestuouH passage vhaviiii]; experienced .such a 
Kuccossion ot" lu avy gales, ) has given me an opjjortnnity of reporting ray 
opinion as to tlie merits ol" the Picjne, and I luive much pleasure in uilorrn- 
ing you that 1 never was in a sliip that behave<i more beauiilully, indeed 
she appeared to me periect, it is impossihk- that any ship could lie to 
better, ami I was compelled, from the violence of the wind, several times 
to take in my main-topsail. For two days it blew so hard that we could 
show nothing but the main*staysai], trysail, and I was even afraid of 
them; and what is most admirable in her, she is almost always under 
command, even with that saiL Thexc is not a different opinion as to her 
merits in a gale, and I nwy add in every other point, for all say she is 
much improved ; and as a great proof of her good qualities, we ar- 
rived here without a defect, not even a strain anywhere, and our rigging 
perfect, so that I was ready to turn my head homewardis without a mo- 
ment's delay, which says a great deal for a ship that has hardly been out 
of a gale for nearly a mondi ; and I assure yon she is much admired here. 

*' We beat out of Cork in higli style, blowing half a gale of wind 
with a heavy sea, but nothing prevents her staying, We are always, 
under every circumstance, sure of her." 



V 
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Frmn ike Cavtaiv of thb Caetsfoet to the Coitstevctob. 

" H.M.S. Carysfort, Spithead, 

"March 1st, 1837. 

** We had a stormy passage of six days from the Downs. I was 
determined to keep the sea if possible, and I am now glad that I did so, 
as it gave the opportunity of seeing what the ship is in a gale of wind. 
Lying-to she is the easiest shin I ever was in. With a main-topsail, tlouhle- 
reefed courses, niizen-trysail, and fore-staysail, we made her go 7-G. 
There was a heavy sea, and she certainly did plunge a good deal, but few 
ships I am sure ( oiil i li;ive carried the sail, and none that could have 
done so, couKl have plunged less. T am sure that this capacity for car- 
rying sail \i» the foundation ot the complaints against the violent pitching 
of tbe^ ships.*' 



From Ike Capt aw os the Cartsfobt io tke CoKsmvcTOB. 

"H.M.S. Carysfort, Barcelona, 

<*July £drd, 1838. 

** Onr crnke with dio aquadron baa tenniBBted without any decipnre 
remit, but the tijala, inanffieient aa they ma; he, hBve been in ftvonr 
of your ihipa, and confirm the high 'optnion I bava alwnya held of 
Car ysfort*! niling qualities, 

" It is so long since I have written to you, that I am obliged to carry 
my history back to March ; when calling at Smyna, on my passage from 
Constantinople to Malta, I found the Sapphire. She got under weigh ttf 
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sail against us, uuder the very modest persuasiojt that she was at k ;i!>i our 
tnatcbf if nut more. 

*' la a light wind quarterly «• ma iirom her so nrach, that we had to 

to oearly a foreooon for her to oooie up aod tell her ttory of foul 

bottom, oat of trinii and all the usual apoli^es, for being, as they say at 

Newmarket, " no where." On that day diere was no sea breeze, to we 

bad no further opportunity with Sapphire. 

• 

** A long quarantine at Malta, the Rapid's disnrter at Tunii, a second 
quarantine and dien caulking, prevMited my sailing ftom Malta with the 
squadron. When I joined them at> Naj^es, on the 13th June, we had a 
tedious passage from Kaplea to Toulon, generally light winds. Vanguard* 
Carysfort, and Harlequin could always keep Aeir stations, sparing the 
other ships the nudnsail, and frequently bodi the courses. 

** One day, Vat^uard, Harleqiun, and this ship chased to windward 
by signaL At ttarthig, Vanguard was one mile on our lee quarter ; Her* 
lequin a quarter of a mile on our lee beam. In Sti hours Vanguard tacked 
in our wake li mile asiem; and Harlequin had got on our weatlier quar> 
ter ll cables length. The breese then freshening for a short time, Van- 
guard and Harlequia took dieir royals in. We reefed ours and set them, 
and during the time the breese was fresh and steady, I think we decid- 
edfy weatherediUid fore-reached on both, however, it soon died away, and 
when the admiral re-called us, Vanguard would hatre been alongside both 
Carysfort and Harlequin hi a quarter of an hour. Neither Barhani nor 
any of the antique ships sailed against us on that occasion, which 1 am 
sorry for. 

" On our pasjsage from Toulon to Mahon we had a trial off the wind 
with the whole squadron, vis. Princess Charlotte, Rodney, Vanguard* 
Barham, and ourselves, for aU the others (indudtng Harlequin,) were so 
far astern that we took no account of them. We (Carysfort) claim the 
advantage over al7, Barham admita that we dropped her U point in the 

« 

8 hours sail ; Vanguard denies our chum to havmg beaten her i of a point, 
bot admits that she could not head at. I assure you 1 had no expecta- 
tion of being able to hold way with either offtiie wind. 

"On my passage from Ifahon to Barcelona, I fell in with Castor, S5 
miles from this anchorage. Off the wind, (that is, rather before the beam) 
we spared her the mainsail, foie-topmast, and top-gallant studding-sails* 
going from 7 to 8 knots, and had to back the mixen-topsail occasionally 



biyitizea by GoOglc 



228 UM,S. OLfiOPATAA. 

to keep sbaft tbe beam. As we approached the land the wind headed us 
off ahore, and we had to work up to the anchorage. We tacked a cable's 
lei^tk on her lee beam, and in three>quarten of an hour passed on oppo- 
site lacks more than a mile to windward of her. I suppose it is unneces- 
sary for me to say more of the Castor." 



H.A1,S. CLLUPATRA. 



From on AoMiaAL to the CoKSTaocToa of CLBOPATftA. 

*• A Freacb brig of war lying at Rio Janeiro boldly challeiigi;d the 
Cleopatra to a trial of sailing, aiul tiiLV both worked out of that harbour 
at^ainst a sea breeze. In a beat oi ilirLf- miles the Frenchman was out- 
diKic by about li miles, to the di»ap|)oinLmeDt of the French Adniiral, 
who was 'confident of success, and bad furnished his countrymen with 
everything he could require." 



From Uie Captain oii tue Cleoi'atua to the Consiructor. 

"H*M.S. Cleopatra» Rio de Janeiro, 

"March drd, 18^6. 

**A8 I have now l.ad moxv oppuiiuaities of jvidging of the ships 
sailing, I canuoL allo\> lius packet to go to England witliuut sending you 
some account of her. 

** On our passage out, the only trial we had was in leaving Plymouth 
with the Pearl* tbe wind light, about a point free and a head swell, she 
wa» about two miles ahead of us, in a few hours we passed to windward 
of her in a manner to show that she was no match for us. We bad also 
a chase after a beautiful Spanish slave schooner, near the Cape de Verd 
Islands, in which we all thought she did wonders ; but still as I maintain 
that a ship sails wonderftdly when she is alone, and tliat one cannot judge 
from the log, therefore I was very glad when the admiral told me that he 
Would take me oiit with him off Cape Frio to give us a trial. Every 
person on board the Dublin making q^uite sure of beating us, as they say 
they had had the advantugu of Rover. 
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•*It is now fu r wee ks sim 0 wo satlfd, and during most of that time 
we Kave been in company with her and hav(^ had opportunities of judging 
oti every point ; but on a wind in a moderate hrcc/.c, we always lie at 
least a point nearer the wind, and then fore-rrach, sparing onr conrscs : 
he frequently made my signal to overhaul Vessels, and in rejoining him 
from dead to leeward, I always found that we came up to him in an 
extraordinary way, and the stronger the breese* the better it is for us. 

"Going free, our superiority is still greater; th« other day in 
rnnning out of St. Catherines, be was under a great press of sail, that 

is to say, royals, topiuast, top-gallant studding sails, and staysails, in a 
fresh breeze. "We were under topsails and foresail, obliged every now 

and then to haul the latter up tokei pour station ; again, tliree nights ago, 
in a heavy squall, going 10 knots under treble-roefcd topsails lowered on 
the cap, we ran by him and out of sight in a very short time. I am con- 
vinced that tlie ship sails very well and is in good trim, the same as with 
which we first sailed. I don't go so much from tlie w ly m which we 
have beaten the Dublin, as from the manner in which we have come up 
with the numt rails vessels we have chased ; one, an Americrm brig, has 
given us a great name, as siie hatl a reputation of sailing very wtUlf but 
we overhauled her irooi being nearly bull down in two hours. 

** We have been to day 6 months and £0 days in eommiasion, out of 
which wci;bave 4 months and 7 days sea log, *and in all that time she has 
strained noUiing and has had no defects. 

" Hie Sulphur has come in. wanting general caulking ; we have not ' 
80 much as a leak in one of our decks, in short I am delighted to be able 
to give you so good an account of her." 



uiyiiizea by GoOglc 



4 



HMJS. IRIS. 



From the Captain of xilb Ieis. 

" 11. M.S. Iris, Plymouth Sound, 

" Mondayt November 27^ 

" The Fox, Rhadamanthus, and Iris sailed from Spithead on the 
19th, and encountered the same night a heavy gale of wind at the back 
of the Isle of Wight. Both the frigates were not quite prepared, rve how- 
ever managed to regain the anchorage at St. Helens, whilst the I' ox could 
not show her nose to the wind, and bore up lor Duugeness. The next 
morning I iTot nearly one foot of my lower rigging, and made a second 
Btart on 1 hur::>ilay night when the weather moderated a Uttlc ; 40 of my 
men heing here, I was shorthanded, and 20 on board were on the aickliatf 
so that I was obliged to work with few hands. 

"The old L;ale soon rtiuDu tl, and then I made up uiy mind for a 
beat, and got in iiere yesterday at 3 a.m. having thrashed along under 
reefed courses to treble reefed topsails, occasionally, al-'o under storm 
sails. The ship behaved beau tiii illy not straining a rope yarn, and as- 
tonished niy young otiicers by lu r weatherly qualities; ten knots under 
that sail. The weather was so thick tiiat we did not know if we had 
cleared the Start when land appeared, and turned out to be Deadman, 
^3 miles to windward of Plymouth. The admiral and every one here 
were surprised to see ub, 

" My orders induced uic to cai iy a heavy press ul bail, and their 
was nothing else for ii. My Ueiecttt are siiuall, only &oiiie upper worka 
carried away. 
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Frmt tke Captaim or thi Iris. 

"H.M.S. Ins, at Sea, 

' July» IStb, 1844. 

*' I deieribe a trial of ssSing witli dne Frencli aquadron I found in 
SiDgapOTe» consisting of the Sirene 52, Sabine SIS, and Vietorieoie 28. 
At a lavge dinner party at die Commodores, at wUeh T was present, the 
decidedly expressed opinion of the French officers was, that, La Courte, 
Conrette (Iris) might have a diance with die Sabine and Victorieuse, httt 

■ 

nothing could sail with the Sirene. 

**On the 16th of July the French squadron sailed with a steady 
fiesh breese at S.E , the Straits are 80 miles long, 10 Inmid, a fine clear 
plac^ and having rounded a rock mid-channel yon go away to the north- 
ward into the China sea. 

"Half anhoTir after they were all out, under all sail by the wind, I 
weighed, and when I was under the same sail, viz: — top-jrallant sails, 
whole topsails, courses, jib, and spanker, the iSirene was 3 miles distant 
and 2 points on the weather bow, and the Corvettes were a couple of miles 
directly^^ahead of me ; this was? at 10 a.m., 20 minutes sailing convinced 
me that the Corvettes were beaten, and at 11 a.u. I passed half-a-miie to 
windward of both q£ them. 

At this hour Iris had also gained one mile on the Sirene, and 
had weathered a little, at noon, Sirene waa a mile and a quarter In the 
wind's eye, when she tacked. Itm tadted wh«i Shfene was stbeun. At 
12-30 Sirene tacked again and tried her royals but could not carry thenv 
I fetched close imder her lee quarter and tacked. The breeze now 
gradually freshened, and from this moment Iris steadily forereached and 
weathered also, the wind steady at the bamf point, and at 2 p.m., Iris was 
on the weather beam of Sirene. At 3-30 ilia Sirene was one point abait 
the Iris's lee beam. In short, nothing ctmid be rabre satisfactory. At 
this time the Cm'vettes were hull down to leeward. 
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From /At Commissioner of Halifax Ya*d. 

''Royal Yard, Halifax, 

"Novembflr, 3836, 

"I avail myself of ilie opportunity by this packet, to send yon a 
parni^raph fi(mi a Grenada Paper which cannot fail to interest yoti, as it 
shews the liigh opinion t'oriiK'd hy the ;2;-»oti (jrenadians on the fine quali- 
ties of the Vestal " who, in si^ht of that island, and within » 4# rlays^, 
captured three .slavers, which to judge of the others by one st nt here, must 
be superior sailers ; she is a beautiful model, a regular clipper. Out 
friend Jones is much elated by his succeM, and well be may, I came here 
in the Vestal, being my third tfip in her, and a more easy, comfortable 
ship tliere cannot be. The day after we left Bermuda, it blew as hard a 
gale of wind, with as tremendous a cross sea as has ever been experienced, 
but not a chain was lashed, and we had a short and most comfortable 
passage. A better sea-boat or more comfortable easy ASs^ does not 
exist I am sorry that we were obliged to send Snake home, she is 
certainly a most beautiful model. Captain Burnett, who is now here, 
tells me that with the wbd abeam, single-reeftd topsails, carrying top' 
gallant sails and courses. Snake beat him under topsails.'* 



From the Canain of the Vestal. 

**H.M.S Vestal, Simon's Bay, 

''September 11th, 1844. 

'* You have heard of our beating two pilot boats, Nos. 4 and 6, in 

gonig up U} Sandy Hook. It is perfectly true, and created a great sensa* 

lion at New York. 
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UMA TMTAL. 8SS 

"She walks along to the astoniMmient of every one 12-7 under 
royals, wind 2 points ahaO. the beam, in 1 limn s under same circvim- 
stances, 272 in 24 hours u ifhout n stnigLile, \uuier royals, wind the same' 
44 i in 50 hours, wind the same, uinU r top-uallfint sails, double-reefed 
fore and inizcn, and single-rrt'fc'(]. rnnin top-sails and fore topmast- 
studding sail, wind abeam and I .'1 inr six suGcessive hours» and yet 
1 am told here the '* Vestal " class can't sail M ! 

" On oor pMMgft firom Rfo» to Monte Video, the Veital, Caneoe* 
Raeer» and Spider ataited together, wera dedred to nnke the beat of 
their wmy* The shipe arrived ibUom 

Vestal — — 11-15p.1I. SOth, May. 

Racer — — 10-15a.ii. Slat, May. 

Curacoa — — 11- 15a.m. 2nd, June. 

Spider — — i-SOp.M. Gth, June. 
You must bear in mmtl, tiiat those 3 ships had hcen some time on 
the station and in the constant habit of making that passage, and 
expected to have the adv iiita^e over mo in that way. Racer did 
best witli lis on n wind, in light winds and head swell she had the advan- 
tage, hut beating up the river under double-jreefed topsails, she had not 
a chance." 
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H.MS. SPARTAN. 



From the Cafiain os tub Spartah to Urn Consikuctos* 

" Almost for the first time we have had a good trial of the Spartan's 
sailing qualities. We left this ten days ago, with the Illustrious md the 
Eurjtl ice, and were joined the same day hy the Inconstant ; after which 
we cruised off the coast of Jamaica for a week, the Admiral making u» 
try the rate of sailing each day. For the first two days the wind wa» 
light, but afterwards blew afresh breezetWnnethiies reducing us to double- 
Tcelied topsails and top-gallant sails. On every occasion the Spartan went 
to windward of the Eurydice, and only onoe waa weathered by the 
Inoomtant, md even that day we had beaten her from eight o'clock a.m. 
tiU three r*lf.i when the wind became partial, leaving us akooet becalmed 
for some time, while she continued to keep up the bfeese. Altogedier the 
trial has been most satisfoelory. 

Off the wind we had several trials |viUi tl r l airydice, witli the wind 
abaft the beam the latter generally l>eat us, but not much. With the 
wind abeam vse liud our trial, and sailed very equally; we having a little 
the advantage. 

'* The Spartan was uncomnuNily easy against some nasty head aea, 
and never strained or carried away anything, except a flying jibboom and 
studding sail boomi althoogb we bad a good deal of safl oecadaUy. Tlie- 
Inconstant had to bear up the fourth day, having sprung her bowsprit 
bsdiy. 
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From the Commandbr of ths Famtohb. 

H M.S. Faiitome, Ascension, 

"November ^6tb, 1841. 

""The Pantomearritiiig here to vdlt After b eevm iaoiitl« mum off 
Ae coest of Angola, it is widi filewtire I dm iafbim jw. the bee p w med 
lienelf eveiy thing one can wieh> and I think veiy fiimaMie m capturing 
«uiteen«1aven and 1,840 davet. 

"On the 1st of May, 1841, I captured the Josephine, with two 
iiundred iiiul nnH ty slaves on board, after a twenty-four hours' chase and 
a run of two liuinirtMl .mtl lorty-one miles; a brigantine of 1^0 (ous, with 
a Diiuntopsfiil, and said to be the fastt-st vc.-jsel out of the Havannah. She 
had been cleared out of Whyrlat by Lynx and Dolphin, and snbsoiiucntly 
by Wolverine and Cygnet, but we much outsailed them I was on my 
way from Ascension to the Congo. After having left the former place 
two days, we saw the vessel at half-past seven a.m., three points on the 
weather bow, hauling lier wind from ua. The Fantome had on board six 
months' provisions, and I feared trying on a wind. The slaver, manoeiivr- 
ring to lind in which poit.t I wished to chase, he bore up three pmnte, 
which 1 immediately did also ; he then hauled up two points free ; we 
could eee his fore-yard from the quarter-deck, and were under double* 
reefed topsatlt. I immediately shook out all reefs, set fore and main top- 
mast studding eailBf main-royal and flying jib, and went eleven Icnots. I 
bad only a second jib bent, as I split my jib the day previous into ribbandi, 
and had only canvaa on board to neke another in lien of the one I returned 
at Aacention, there being none in atore» ao I may aay I had no jib daring 
the chaae. At four p.m. the alaver eat away hia aocliora threw over- 
board bia long gun, chato cabka, boat, and took bia wedgea out, and aawed 
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through the guuvvale. At sunset we could jusi see his maiD boom. At 
tlark I caught him with my large day glass, there being, fortunately a 
moon. Faucying we were iiol nearing him at eight p.m. 1 knocked down 
my Cabin bulkhead and cleared the after bread-io*)m, putting all the 
bread into the forepart of the guti>room, aiid cleared out all the store 
rooms and side binns. The guns were all squared and run in. As soon 
as we saw bim at one a.m., we took in the studding sails and main royal, 
and carried Uirough a tremeodoua squall of wind and raio— a thing I 
skouid never kaoe attempted in any other built vessel— and gaUaotly she 
went tfafough it. The sfaiYar lost ali bit tliMttidg shI, booms, and flying 
jib boom, and was very near lost; had to let fly evetything* We lost 
sight of him Ibr about half an hour, and found we had nearad him very 
mach. At d AAt, (the moon went down at 9m» Ms.) ha bore op two pointa 
more, which I very fortunately saw him do^ and cootinoed in this course 
until daylight, when we were within gun shot. He lost sight of us when 
the moon went down, and steered fbr a dark bank ; did not see us again 
till I sent a shot through his foresail. He Stood nine or ten minutes 
before he hovt- to. I was rounding to hmi to give him a broadside when 
they ail run below. 
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fULB OR£0iAN. 



Srwm tke Commamwu m xhs Gasoias ike CoKsstoexot. 

*' H.M.S« Grecian, off Kio Imerlo. 

*' February 11th, 1889. 

*'I have no doubt but you will be charmed to learn that this lovefy 
vetsel ran out to this port in 35 diyi with the greatest ease, and I think 
had I tried to have made a quick passage that I coold have done it In jS8, 
^ I fitted her out, painted, &c on tfie passage, aailiiig fiir m week 
together tmder one tail only. 

" We are now out upon li trial with Calliope, and it aiibrds niti the 
greatest satisfaction to intorm you that I have in the trials we havt^ imuU 
just weathered upon her one mile dead to windward per hour (in 5 hours^ 
5 miles dead in the wind's eye.) The Wizard a ten, not standing the least 
chance with either, and the Royalist, a Schooner Yatckf being beaten in 
the like ratio (nearly) with the Calliope. 1 find her very weatheriy, and 
wken aailod in trim, foatejiq/ecl. 

"She rolls deep, but easy, and does not in the least appear to strain 

any of the fj;ear, and in a head sea she dances over it buoyant as a cork. 
I assure you, CTreci;ui is tlie talk oi all the uuval diaracters here, and the 
dread of the slavers. 



Aon life Cmuaa&M w «hb GucUir io <Ae Comnvciom. 

"H.M.S. Grecian, 
"Ofi'tbe Flato, lemming to Rioo from Falkland Islandi. 

September 1839* 

** 1 am juit now on my wny bncik to Rioo in tUa eharniing vessd, 



L/iyiiizea by GoOgle 



S38 



H.M.S. ORBCIAN. 



iMving been vent down to the Falklandt, and as I htcfe had a ver j bolt* 
texom trip nfit,! write merely to tell yoa how delighted I am wifii this 
beautiful brig. While we w^ at fiuenos Ayrea we had a mint furioua 
gale ; all the veaada driftady and Gsatfiaii likewise, but I found the stock 
-of the best hewer aaeher broken short off, whieh a ceeunt e d fiir her 
. driving. There was a very nasty short sea» wUdi made tKe other ships 
ride very uneasy, but this vessel rode like a duck, and waa the admiration 
of aQ who saw her. 

**In running up the river, the pilot on board was amased with her 
▼eloci^, for actually with the yards fore and aft and the saib wcU liftuig 
she went finr a continuance 10 knots 6 ftthoms. On my passage down to 
, thesouthwafd I had strong breeaes from the S.W., and was obliged to 
carry a power of canvas on the brig to fetch the islands, whidi I just 
oflfected, and had a two days* beat op under teeibd courses, dose-ieefed 
fore-topsail and ttoble-reefed main-topsail, with a dose reefisd boom* 
maanssQ and a storm-jib. There was a great ded of sea up, and it waa 
blowing a good flresh gale. I wanted to see what she was made of, and I 
found her perfect, going, under that tail, eight and six, and nine knots, 
with yards well up and lofty sails — of course slashing the spray fore and 
aft, but stmidinj^ to her canvas splendidly, and this, too, under a great 
disadvantage, for we had only t .vomontlis mid a halt s provisiou ou board, 
instead of having tlie proper quantity, lour or six months*. 

" After I entered Berkeley Sound, I beat her up throii^ the Harrowa 
with the wind dead on end, and against alee tide, and the channel in one 
part, for a cmisiderahte distance, is only ItS &thoms wide. Tobehrieft 
as much as I have seen of the Grechm I cohsifler her to be the neaiestto 
perfection of any vessel that I have evef served on bOMd. 

" I have not yet been obliged in any gale to heave-to for stress of 
weather, though I have reduced the canvas to tbe storm staysails, and I 
found her in bad weaiher, when thus reduced, ^uito dry and comfortable. 

In her pitching motimi she is very quick; but it most be a very 
heavy head sea and Ae brig hard pressed that will make her bring up 
with a sadden jerk. She generally falls very ea&y, and rises with great 
buoyancy. 

*'OcT. 10;— Since writmg the above, I have been sendding in a 
strong gde, wldk a tolerably ^gb sea up, and t found 'Her easier than any 
vessel I was ever on board under such cireumstsnees. She does not go 
on with that hurried incessant roll that I have been used to k other 
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vessels, but runs alotv^' .is upright as a swaa* and only givesaroU whttn a 
heavy aea lifta ber under the ^arier. 

•♦Ifl wfaAid m mtk» any afcrni i M iiB the wwd, I ahMld de- 
cidedly iqr mm cmH be iiwd«liw her iaqpovei^^ When lying dfdi ' 
to^ oot eiacdydeedoto^ but drawing aheed m litde^ abe is ae dry ae aoy 
vestel can poetiUy be under mefa eirenoMlaDoe*." 

^ You have baerd of my having taken fbor ahveia-^-Qiecian ia the 
terreref dMMe eqgnged in thia traffic ban. 



ACORN. 



^roei ike Commakou os thx Acotir to the CoHarnircTOB. 

"H,M.S. Acorn, Simon's Bay, 

"June 10th, 1840. 

*1 b«ve delayed ftom tana to time imtiaf jan, nntil I ccndd 
inth aaftly repett die qoalitiea of the Inig. The only veaael we met on 
onr paaaagefrom En^bnd waa a French 20-gun brig, which we aailed 
round hnd round. 

" We left this place for the Isle of France, with a very heavy gale 
aft, with a tremendous sea, and run ten days, during whicli time she never 
shipped a single drop of water, except the little from the ports. She was 
all this time under close reefed BUift-topsail and double reefed foresail. 
She b£|a bieat the miy, by theii; own account, two milcp and a half in 
threefaoua and a half, dead to windward. Oa diaaing a skver, only 
courses up to windward, we made but one tack, goit^ bodily to windwavd, 
in l}irDpLb|BUim Thu^ firat shot cut away \m jibstay and head of the aap. 
The prisoQun Jtl^en on board tpld naahe was considered the fastest vessel 
out of Bio. Webeatber under topsails, going eight knots with a niee* 
breeie, and ahe under n pieaa of aail. Oar trial with the Modeate waa 
ahorti but we bad the advantage on all pointa. 

** I experienced the heaviest gale I have ever been in a short time- 
since in a Mozambique -1 may say a perfect hurricane. We were only 
filleen mUea firom the sliore when it commenced. Our sails were blown^ 
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to pieces. I never met a finer soa boat, and hvr working was qnite per- 
fect. She wUl stay a» last as the men ean go itom brace to brace. 

**I emwidflr bar, aa fiur at I iMjbt aUmd to joclgo, pvAet; She 
her kog guoa well, and I onily wwb «o had fbor noiOi 



*' Going eleven knota» eoming into this place under topsails and top* 
gallant sails, in company with a fiut American barque, which We passed 
as if at anchor, to aee the reeolti I IVirled thetop-gallant sails and douUe 
reefed the topsails, and found her go just the same. On this pointl Jynre 
made repeated trials, and find she likes low sail, which gives us Ae 
opportunity of keeping wnj with odter ships with little sail, when they 
aie under nlL We atow now six months' provisiona of crrery kiatd» and 
fiftj t«nia of water— not 0 thi^g on oither dadb** 



HJf.S. PILOT* 



Ffmtke CoMMAmm, ow rmm PxiotlofitCoiianiMm. 

" H.M.& PUot. Port Royal 

"On my arriTal here a few days ago I was astonuhed when tli c Captain 

of the Edinburgh, and others, toldme of the infamous reports which had 
appeared respecting this brig. 

''Moln%oraUpI hnvo jotmotcangotnwqrlnM ber» ad I do 
not oxccpt dM Piqno. flaakt haa noehaaea whattvwwiiknia. q^i^^ 



from England to Bamrada I had the moat dreadlbl woMbar, vd lad Ife 
PQot not bean a iirat-nte one, I naf«ff alnndd ham gotont nf Biaiaj Bay. 
I bavo aaibd ^gMimi thiog ti aan tj ^two kdMa hf aum, Anr^ 

Tim ftiit fimr wiflwif thrwigliti firff irf any limr a aWM ii%:if tmr km 
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From the CouuANDsa of the Harlequin to the Constructor. 

*<H.M. Brig, Harlequin, Malu, 

Jannary 80th, 1857. 

"We left St. Helens on the 20tli Nuveaibti, just before the heavy 
^ales, which I see have done so nuicli damage, canit^ on. I find we were 
oae of the few vessels that had lioi lo put back, and intleed had only just 
cleared tlie land when a westerly <^ale began aud continued with occasional 
lulls and shift, till the 29tb, which day and on 28th, it blew vary bard 
with a heavy sea. 

^ Dmrinf time the behavioor of die br^ waa tbe admiration of 
«vaiy bodj on boarcl, lyiqg to perfectly dryt and ao .ewgri that with our 
n«w rigging fitted, in cold and wet weather, i^e nevex strained a rype 
yarn aloft, nor broke a fra cig» h^m. Of her- weatherly qualities, we may 
form an opinion when I say that on the night of the iSSib, in the height 
of thegala wliilaw«lDaoto.lh»wisdaawe«niMter aiidfif main 
tiTHHi), fova stay-sail, and doee reeled main lop-esll4o afeeady 'her, and 
a-pratty faoavy sea, she eontinned lo go a-head hy the log 8 kaotS'6 
fcthnwa, and «Mide it good wilii abotit two points lee way in Ae reckon- 
ing. The only regret I ^t was that so many good qualities should be 
bestowed on 16-82 cwt. carronades, and am perfectly convinced that she 
could carry the 35 cwt. guns with case. Our only (iaiiia<:;L in the gale was 
a plank of hammock netting stove in, and Hariequin s sword arm snapped 
off by the bobstays. 

•* We soon had an opportunity of trying her with our neighboQrs, as, 
while lying at Malaga, Keppel came off in the CSiildera. I had heard at 
Oihraltar that ahe waa oonaideved by Ikr the Ihsteat sloop now in the 
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Meditemaneanaiid die general in^resnon seemed to be tiltit we thoold 
1»Te BO chance wifh her. He not anchoring, it was about % hours after he 
had bore up with e light land wind under all sail, diati got under weigh, 
and on going to bed at H o'docfc I set him about six miles a-head. At 7 
when I came on de<!k« we were within gun shot, and continued a longside 
of htm, sparii^ lower studding sails, and other li|^t sails, otpeeting an 
easterly wind to have a trial to windward. Aceofdtn^y in die afternoon 
we were takm a^back, and at 4 when die breese had ftediened op he 
tacked so close under my bows that I spoke him, and tacked on his 
weather quarter. We were under all plain sail, and going ttcm 6 to 8 
knots, and at 5 o'clock (in one hour) we had brought him aft 2 points and 
weathered on him, (me mile and a half, at 8 o'clock he was on our lee 
riuarter, his estimated distance 5 miles; had the breeze continued we 
should have seen no more of him, as it vvas, lie v. as nearly courses down to 
leeward m tlic vnorniug. To prove tiiat there was no mistake he tele- 
graphed before dark " am perfectly satisfied," and i have since had both 
the 1st Lieutenant, and Master on board for 4 days for a passage from 
Barcelona to Malta, they both declared that we beat her *' like a collier^** 
and were {M^rfectly astonished at the way we went to witui'.vRrd. Their 
stay on l)oard increased their admiration of the brig, and they told me 
from what they had seen of all the squadron there was nothing in the 
Mediterranean that we need fear sailing with* 

** A few days after parting oonq^y with Chflders whilst standing to 
to Tarragona to communicate widi die Orsstss, we met her coming down 
before die wind, with a strong breese, and all sail set. We bote vp with 
her, and made sail to single reefed top-satb, top-gallant sails, and ftie-sa9, 
going about 10 knots ; Sndhig we eooM not keep aslem her diough 
sparing her tmo safls, we hauled up die fbre-saO, and on the winA coming 
offshore she took hi royals, and haided her main tack on board, and kept 
a topmast stndding sail on her. We fiM beaded her so ftst that we took 
in top-gallant sails, and dien we eondnued for an hour or two dft the wind 
fell light beating her under top^sails and jib, no boom mainsail. They 
appeared a good deal anoyed at Barcelona, said it was no credit to beat 
Orestes, but if we fell in with Childers ? 

" We left Malta for Tunis, on the 5th January, the Favourite baring 
sailed a few hours before, on leering the liarbour she bore from us right 
a-head N.£. by N. half couraes down, the wind N.W. this was at 1 o'clock^ 
and a« 8 having somewhat increased the distance, she tacked, but finding 
I suppose that she could not weslliflr ns^ she tasked afsiOf mid at 4 «# 
]ostsightofherfi.by N.** 



biyiiizeQ by GoOglc 



H.M.S. HAKLBQUIN. 243 

P^m lAt ComunotK or the Haklbquin. 

"February 19th, 1837. 

** I ami Mj that nothiiig I ever p«t my foot oo board of, from fri- 
gates downwardst Meint to me to poeieea lo many good qtuUciet, aod His 
tmposrfble, that any Yesscl eoold have been dryer, and better in every 
way ; a pretty &ir proof ia, that «va bave been kept running ever since, 
never haviflg bad until novr onr anchor down for days together, and 
have never carried away or strained a rope yam. As to sailing, after 
beatii^ Setpent as we did, I felt pretty confident that fow odiers would 
give ns much trouble, and what we bavo sboe teen of her proves ibat we 
have rather toidler dian oner rated her. 

" The Childers, crack brig hi the Mediterranean, who I believe 
really did hold Columbine a tug, we beat a mile and a half, an hour dead 
to windward, and forereacbing all the time on her* Orestes wo ran away 
from vnder two topsails, and jib, but to my sorrow bad no trial with 
Vangnard, aldiough sent to emise under her ocdeis* Harlequin is 
making many converta toSymonds* I took down the 1st Lieutenants 
and Master of Childers, to Malta, upon a court martisl, and who used to 
think their Wig perfoction ; they were quite astonished aft this craft's 
p er fo rm a nce, and conlbssed that we beat diem like a eeUier.*' 



From tkt CArsaiir ov rum Port at GianALTAa to the CoNSTmocTOR op 

HAB£iauiH. 

•* Gibraltar, 

♦ 

May Uth, 

*' Captain Erskine speaks in the most unqualified terms of the Har* 
lequin, and requested me to tell you that he left Malaga to cnne here last 
wesk| in eompany with the United States frigate, United States. 

*' At 5, A.M. the frigate was one point on her weatlier bow distant six 
miles, at noon, she was five points on her lee quarter about the same dis- 
tance, the wind having remained steady during the whole day. The 
Americans say that she may well be proud of beating them, as the United 
States, isthelastest ship ever built in America; nevertheless, they say 
that they were out of trim, owing to being too deep, and that they would 
sail the brig for £1500. Upon hearing this, Erskine went on board with 
«ne to take the bet» but nothing was said upon the subject. I should hav« 
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* 

told you that the HArlcqum had SO tocn of water out hpm feiwflrd» and 
Enkine ooiwidered her, therefore, mueh ovt of trim, there wae a freah 
singlc>reei topi^ail and top-gallant breeae." 



From the Commandbr of tuk Harlequin to the Comsieuctob. 

**H.M.S. Harlequio, Barcelona, 

"April 10th 1838. 

"I thought it was useless to write to yon until I hnd neen the Har- 
lequin tried aj^ainst some other man-of-war, but having had two days Crial 
with tlie Castor, and th<'v nckno\vled<^e themselves to be completely 
beaten, I may as W( ll send you the particulars. We "iailed from Tarra- 
gona together on Wednesday lant, for the purpose oftryin*: rate of s;iilin'j, 
and we had also in company a French ten-gun brig, who was completely 
beaten by both vessels, and Harlequin eaiied twice round her in about an 
hour, sparing her top^gallant sails. At a quarter before nine, when close 
on Castor's weather quarter, we matle sail, and on making the first tack 
at noon, we were by the Captain of Castor's computatkui fimr miles off 
dead to windward, and our own calculation was the seme, we wen »• 
creasing'ovr distance certainly, in the same proportion, witil we kept awi^ 
and ran down within half a mile on hia weather quarter ; and about two 
o'clock he tnaile the signal to steer east, and set royals andetudding eafli* 
which was also done by ^ Harkqoin, who drew on Ceaior very nmeh at 
fint, bat the wind very eoon died away, and we can aearccly eonaidcr it 
a trial off the wind. Durmg the forenoon we did not exceed atx knet^ 
andlahovld Mppote out avciage was from 5 to It was neaiiy calm dl 
diqr» «nd we were under easy sail until about ten o'clock next nominfy 
when abreeae sprung vp and both ahips made tail on the starboard tack, 
we being at that tnne a little befbre the Castor's lee beam, and about half 
a mile from her. By noon we had crossed onder ber lee bow, and were 
upwards of two miles in the wind's eye still on the same tack, and bodi 
ships again passed the French brig, who had been making the best of die 
way to Barcelona, and was hull down to windward when aeen in the 
morning about seven. During these two days trial, the Harlequin gene- 
rally weathered the Castor about a mile an hour, (ore-reaching at least in 
proportion. The Captain of the Castor says, the Inconstant never beat him 
so uch on a wind, and it seems to be the general opinion on board the 
Castor that the Inconstant would be beaten by Harlequin. The Castor had a 
trial with the Wolverene, which seems to have been a draw battle, as 
aope of ihe officers think they had the best of tt, and others say they are 
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cquftl. I flhmiU rtunk the Hftrlequlo would baat tlit CSastor on til points 
firom two knots up to elevm. except in Itgirt waidt» and • heavy twtll 
when of ooufse a lofty ship ought to heat any hng, I was on board the 
Harleqnin last month when we met one of the heaviest gales I had 
ever seen in this country, and the Gulf of Lyons is well known Ibr 
northerly ga1<*s. 'ilie main topsail was split to rihands^ and she was 
brought under storm staysails for about 28 hours, but no vessel 
could behave better* On our return, we had to force ber up to Gape 
Creux against a northerly gale, but she beat up moat idmirably 
under treble reefed topsaib with a heavy bead sas. I was at sea in the 
Harlequin when light, and more iban usual by the stem, and notwith- 
standing the new dtfcovery as to stowage, she certainly carried slack helm^ 
worked slower than usual, and altogether seemeil quite a different vessel. 
As a further proof of this, and although all y wiiights arc rendered 
as much as possible from abaft, I have seen tlu stowing of the two after 
guns forward h;ive almost instant effect in springing her a-head, and her 
best trim when jn t tty dte]i \^ ten inches by the stern, and masu nut much 
raked. P^r^kint: lias put on a light forecastle which iin[)rovc8 her appear- 
ance u (;[iderfully, and adds not a little to the men s comfort without at all 
impeduig her sailing, it was very carefully put on, the whole only 
weighed I t cwt. Sqrs. lib., although quite sufin u iit for all purposes. I 
think she is well stowed, and admirably sailcil, and I should wdlingly 
back her rij^ninst any square-rigged vessel iti the service, .is long as she 
can carry her top-gallant sails on a wind, and even after that, I much doubt 
if any thing will weather or either interrupt sufliciently to do so. I have 
never seen her m^r canvass in any weather which could prevent her 
fighting her guns, and when beating in a heavy head ses, under treble 
reefed top-sails, and for a short time ciose reefed, she could have fought 
her guns with perfect ease the whole time* The Captain of Castor is de- 
lig^tted, and told me '* although at first very much prejudiced against the 
Surveyor's ships, I am now'oonvinced there is nothing like theos." 
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from the Captaik ov ths Dido to tke Comnocroft* 

" 0.S. Club* 

Febraavy 19tfa, 1845. 

** After three yeftra and a half In your beantifbl Dido, I eannot take 
leave of her without writing yon a few linea to inlbrni yon how delighted 
I have been with her performancea* 

** During the time I was in India I believe she was more actively 
employed ihan other ships on the station, and undLr all circumstances 
botli as to her sailing qualjiii s in light winds ni strong breezes, ns well as 
to iter roomy and oxcelltui quiirtcrSi 1 consider her the most perfect 
man-of-war I ever was on board oH 

"She is weatherly to an extraordinary degree, I always found her 
best trim for all points of sailing, diat as recommended by yonrsd^ firom 
six to ten inches by the stem ; I had opportunities of tryieg het in bad 
weather, and nodiiog could be easier. 

*' Her stability uoder canvass I found to be such, tliat. although we 
had not a pig of ballast on b<Hurd. I have known her to go 0 and 7 knots 
close hauled, when in my cabin you wodd not know from any inclination 
on which tack we vrere aaHing. 

** I made one of the shortest passages home from the Cape, and 
never reefed topsails until off the Needles, iit ioggy weather, when I hauled 
iu to make the land. 

** Owiiig to her space and comfort below, the physician of the fleet 
in China, Doctor Wilson, assured me that she was (judging Irom the 
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ftttamt of tiek) the tnoit healthy AAp out then, although I think that 
our men durmg Ike dby were as mneh expoeed to the nui and weather in 
boats as any sMp on the station. 

" We have not fallen in wiih any sail that we have not beaten in a 
noei extraordinary manner. In conclusion, I must congratalate you on 
having produced a class of vessels combining the greatest possible eon- 
fort with all the capabilities of a perfect nuui-of-war, and I cannot say 
how sorry I was to read in the papers, on my arrival in England, the 
imfnir abuse of a system of ship building, for the introduction of wbidi 
I for one feel (sod I think the whole ooontiy ou^talso) most gratefii]«*' 



From the Luotskaht or thb • Sibbk to kit Bsothbb. 

" ILM. Brig, Siren, Calcutta, 

« April liith, 1843. 

" The Siren is without e^ceptkm the finest brig I ever beheld, she 
carries 10 weeks water, and four months j^rofisions for 125 mm under 
batehes, works beatttilh%, always within ten pehHt, and her eommeii 
late of sailing is 8| knots on a howlkie. 8lie baa never straiBed a rope 
yam, and die running gear we now use is the aaaao we rove hk Bqg^and 
IS Bientha ago* The aceoaBnodataoB ia splendid fer a farig; Ae quarters 
moat raomy, and she earnea her 95 emU guns without compiaioing in 
^ least. Aa yet, we have not seena nun-o^war to txy with exeept ^ 
Lily, a| the Ci^e of Good- Hope, and the diflferenee between- ua wap too 
ridiealons for eorapariion*'' 
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Fnm the Commavmr op the Lily* 

" H.M.S. Lily, Spithead, 

*' March i5tb,lS58. 

" I have just vcLuraeii Iroiu u slioi t Lnal eruize witl) " Modeste," 
aiul I beg to observe ihat, both made all sail with the wind on tlie 
larboard quarter, steering S. by E. until 3 p.m. the " Modette" m a run 
of six hours, had headed us three miles, T then came to the wind on the 
arboard tack (being well over on the French coast) under courses, top- 
Mils, top-gallant sails, and fore and aft main-sail. At starting, I was on 
the "ModesteV lee quarter I should tlunk at least a uiiie, it blew fresh 
with squalls which obliged me to take in top-gallant sails, and two reefs 
of the top-sails, " Modeste" trying to outcarry us ; in a sliort time, away 
went her jib-boom, and lop-galUnt «be«ts, she was then obliged to bear 
qp. Before carrying away her jib-boom I iiad weathered, and foreached 
iq>on her considerably, she wMthen S or 4 miles aetem when the accident 
took place. " Modeste" hat no diance whatevor on a wind with the 
"Lily," nor do I think her much superior before ereo in oor pteieni 
trim* we are S inches too much by the stem, and next trial I hope to be 
able to lay that on all points we beat "Modeste." I then ran to keward 
aoas to place Modesle" on iny weather beam, in one boor and five 
minutes she waaonmylee beam about quarter of amile, and the last time 
I saw her she was on our ke quarter, nearly outof sight** 
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From the Commandsr of the Wandbrs&. 

** H.M.S« Wandecer, Fori Royal* 

"December 22nd, 1837* 

"X can now gire you a pretty fm account of the qualities of thia 
aloi^ M I have ainae August experieneed all kinds of weather. I find 
bar un all weatbar, ateer remarkably easy on a wind, in fine weather 
carrying her helm about k turn a weather. She certainly haa not the fault 
of carrying a alack helm under any circumstances. In going before the 
wind in moderate weather, the wheel is frequently not moved in an hour ; 
Mowing haid» and acudding in a heavy sea she aiders very easy ; in &ct 
die is altogeAer a remarkably fine vessel. I am just returned from die 
north^wd, and when off Sancho Bank, 31st October and Ist November, I 
experienced very severe weather, the wind shifting from E.N.E< to S.W. 
and west, blowing at times a perfect hurricane, and from the frequent 
changes of the wind there was a broken and heavy sea. I found she pre- 
ferred low sail, and wlieu I jLjot her under rtefed main stay-sail, reefed 
main top-sad, and occasionally, as it uioderated, the fore slay-sad, she was 
▼ery easy, and although from the constant breaking of tlie sea, she shipped 
a good deal of water, siie never strained a rupt s arn. I found the Spey 
(Packet) at Halifax, she having; anchortnl an hour before us, and liad 
been in the same gale. She sutlcrcd a good deal, having her hulwarka 
injured m a good many places. Kainbow, and Comus came in a few days 
afterwards, they bad also suffered considerably. 

Uk 
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/VOM tkg LllVT. COMMAKOSR OW TKI DoLFHIX f» f Aff ComtMWNB* 

** H.MiS. Brigantine Dolphin, Ascension, 

"December 14tb, 1836. 

*'1 beg to acquaint yon that after fire days' sailing tugedier with 
Waterwitch that vessel was left witliout a leg to stand on, having been 

beaten considerably at all times, and at all points, and the last day siie 
was seen liuli down in ten lioars. The Waterwitch is the only vessel I 
have had aa opiiortuniLy of trying with, and she in reported to be tb© 
fastest vessel on the station, having sailed with, and beatea all of them. 

" I have eome thus far aft«r g<nng the found of the Bights witbovt 
eiiiigle tcddent, or atraiaing a yarn, and without heing gready prefadiecd 
in ikvoar of the vasiel I command, must aay I never was in anylUof m 

"To her quali6cations as a sea-boat Mr. Walker, the£ndMasterA(ten- 
dant of Plymouth yard, who took a passage in her down Channel against 
the heavy gales of October will I think readily bear testimony. Her masts 
are well secured with their present rake. She stands up well and does 
not appear to feel the weight of her guns, nor is there a single thii^ I 
shoold wish altered, with the exception of her fere courses, whioh bav* 
iMit drop enough by a whole reef, they were made befere the fill fi use! 
was raked, whidi throws the tack np.** 



firwm the Lisot. Coumavomm, q» the Do&pbim ta tkt Const&voraB* 

" H.M. Brigantine Do^io, B|ght of Benin, 

*' April 1st, 1M7. 

'* I have taken the liberty to send to yon the reeult of a trial of sail> 
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ing bctireM this ▼etwl, Columbine, and Waterwitdit together on a wind. 
Mj Ibnner report related prineipallj to eailing with Waterwitch off the 
wind in NoTOmber laet, when 1 waa on my way to the Cap», ehewii^ the 
decided adYanCage I bad over her on that point, and thie I hope will be 
otimHy ntieftctory ** to windward*'* 

** On my first arrival at Princes, in February, a short trial to<»k place 
with Columbine without any advantage on either side. T was then 
ewamped with provisions having nine months' on board, and every breaker 
of water filled up. The preeeat trial took place in the Bight of Benin 
yesterday, all hands making sine of a Tictojcy, and I believe all pretty 
well satisfied with their sVkwage; great preparafion^; were made, to heat 
the Dolphin. The race commenced shortly afUr 7 o'clock in themorningi 
and was continued till 7 bells in the forenoon ; making three tacks to 
windward. Columbine and Waterwitch sailing nearly alike, the Dolphin 
nteppil^out most gallantly in the "wind's eye," keeping them nearly in 
the aame line of bearing, and going steadily from them for the whole time, 
till the diatance waa increased to two miles, when the "recall*' waa made ; 
average rate of sailing 5 knota. The time of the anglea doea not com- 
prise the whole time of trial, the lint waa taken at ei^t o*cloek, and the 
laat at 15 minutes poat eleven, but the remit will diow what waa gained 
in the interval. 

*'I1io eonmander-in-chief, Sir Patrick Campbell, inspected me at 
Princes, and expressed his high approbation of her order fitn'-sa,^c, and 
aaid, she was the only veiiel he had seen so well adapted for the service 
intended. I diink, 1 foot 10 indiee by the stern is about her trim whid) 
ia not hx from the estimate when press of sail it allowed for. Her guns 
amwer admirably, ahe doec not feel their weight, and ahe ia a real beauty 
not only in performance but in looka. 

*' I suppose you have heard that she can do other things besides sail, 
or rather by her sailing, having been so fortunate as to ca[)ture a large 
^ip, a beautiful French htiilt Corvette of ^60 tons, and pier^ for 13 
guns, with 700 slaves on board." 
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From ihe CojiMAjro^a or tuh; STftouBou. 

H.M. StaMner, Stioiaikboli^** at aca, olF Galita Itle, 

*' September I6tb« 1840. 

" You will be glad to hear that the Stromboli has exceeded the most 
•anguine expectations which I could iiave formed of her. Jier a peed m 
BtuOoLh water, and when drawing aft 15 leet, and I n ward 14 feet, is twelve 
knots, this with 595 marines in heavy marching order. 1 hope to get 13 
knots out of her as we lighten to, aft 13 feet 9 inches, forward 12 feet 3 
inches, which I conceive her best trim. We steered 7 knots against a 
heavy sea, and gale, whicli brought H. M.S. Inconstant (tlien insightof our 
smoke) to close reefed fore and main top-sails, and mizen top-sail furled. 
We arrived at Gibraltar in six days, exclusive of 10 hours,we hove to after 
making the land over night. When straimng against the gule the ship 
pitched remarkably easy, although necessarily she was rather wet forward, 
but notbinfT to sj>i ,ik of. Since leaving Gibraltar we have had a fresh 
gale, and lieavy sea right aft. She scudded well, and rolled easy, not 
exceeding 7 degrees. The engines do the greatest credit to Mr. Napier, 
and are in good order, the only deficiency is Maudsiey's brine pump for 
. the boiler, which it is mott imporUmt that everj mui-of-war ateamar 
ihonld ba fiUad with." 
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From the Commanbik or thb Coldmbimk to the CoiiaT»vcxoK* 

*' H.M.S. Columbine, Bight of Benin, 

" April 15th» 1837. 

** 1 am anxious to tell you Columbine Ims been very successful since 
her return from the Cape, having taken three clippers, with 1183 slaves 
on board, all by superior sailing, n ii of them being nearer than 15 miles 
at starting. The brig sails exceedingly well, and has beat IVaterwiich 
on every point. The first time we met the Dolphin we had rather an ad- 
vanta<]^e over lu r, but on thf .Slst, ultimo she beat Waterwitrh ;md Colum- 
bine better than a mile to the wind in four hours, the winds were unsteady 
and-she started on our weather bow by which she gained at least a i of a 
mile; she u m very fine order, and does her commander much cftdit. 
The same afternoon, Waterwitch and Columbine made sail within speech 
of each other at 2 o'clock, and at 4 she was f of a mile a point before the 
lee beain^ and I dare say does not want to sail with us again. Both the 
Dolphin and her should sail round us, neither of them have a stock 
anchor, or hammock netting above the gunwale. If our upper work* 
were as dear, nothing coold sail with ut to lAe mnd. Off the wind we 
ace veiy top^nor. We met onr old eonnpetitor, Thalia* the other day, 
and ipaied her courses to the wind." 
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iVoM ike Caftaih ot thb Daphms to the CoNSTSucToa. 

**H.lf.S. Ihfkust in the Tagns, 

** The Haitiiigi MOsd on Tneidaj, tho Tdi, DtphiM and Etjpoir in 
cdnpany { m had a light and tut bre«ia tflU bdofr St. Jatiem $ tparad 
both ahipi a nKMt eomiderabk quantity of mnilin. Tha wind then headed 
m in the nammett |iaft of the ehannel; Hatttnga under all plain aaA, 
cxeept rayah ; Daphne under tepaaila and feretail, mam-yard Mjoaie till 
jntt before putting hdm down, we had only one tack to make, and then 
bore up; Hasting! and brig donble-feefed toptaiU, top-gallant laih. 
and foresail, Daphne topiailt on eap and yawiiig to keep aatera, very 
aoon taken abaek in n heayy squall from the 17.N.B; elote icelbd 
on the atarbeaid taflk. In the aftemoen more moderate ; abook out 
two leefty and stood to westward all night ; found the ahtp both fore- 
reach and weather considerably on the Hattingt, ao mnA ao^ that nnd«r 
topeails and fore-top*roast staysail, we were, at 4 A.1I., (fWmi IS, atwMdb 
time I placed her close on his weather quarter) at least 5 miles on hit 
weather bow; I am sure we could always lay two points higher, and thi 
way in which, wlien we It t her, she would creep up on his weather was 
quite ridiculous, and sparing him much sail. 

"In the forenoon of Wednesday* wo wore and stood to the N.B* ; 
OB ibis tack we met a very nasty head ssa, and wetted Madame Daphne's 
fooe eoBsiderably, bnt we did not appear to pildi more than the liner 
er the brig, and we went down as easy as a psndnlnm ; maintauicd our 
weillierly qnslitiee quite Aa much, and nearly so our fore-rendiiagi as we 
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eould ■Iwmyi wpm Um Kwiiogt ddMr maia tomUf on jib inA tpankir. 
I ibvnd out that the likw tlie two lattar tafla noat particularly, ■priogtf 
aadar tham Uka a laeeiiofaa ta tlia apor. At ona tiiiia» on thootiBg liar 
op to tha Hatting*! waatbar quartar, sha want 9-6 againat tlia haad aaa 
I'bave mantionadt witlioot any inconvaoienoa to hanalf or aoy lady." 



HELENA. 



From tk$ CoMMAMDiE or tbb HaumA to the CoaanvcvoK. 

"HM.B> Halana» Davaoport^ 

*'Jm 8tb, 1844. 

"You will be glad to hear how Helena behaved on her mriir^cn trip, 
and I can only say after three days' trial in almost every variety of \^ ea- 
ther, that she seems to possess the most admirable qualities in every re- 
spect; stiff, easy, fast and not much wetter than the old first class sloops; 
wa went out into a gale of wind on Monday evening, the 1st, and becama 
gradually reduced to close- reefed topsails, cloae-reefed boom mainaailf 
and fore and main storm ttayaails, with a heavy sea, undar which circum- 
■he did not strain a rope-yarn ; I used the boom mainsail on this 
>n, under tha diffierent laafiion purpose to try hofi and toabow it is 
dia aaaieataail to manage poanble; we left Spithead lOfan lacfaaa by tbe 
ateiB, of couraa at present, crowdad with baggpiget very great nicely of 
trimt particolarly aa iba bahavai ao well in praiant trim. I hava lat tha 
Jib-boom in 18 inebai at preataft ioatead of your suggestion of the one spar, 
flnding wa iboiildloaa too moeh jib^ and Mil with five feet ontaide the jib- 
boom* and it ia aa wall aa any ipar in tha famal s the whole anit af aaila 
aland tapaffisctioik*' 
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From the Commaitobii or tarn SAvmo fAt Conarmtrcvoft* 

** H.H.S. Sappbot Port Royal* 

" Being assured that you must feel an intemt in the result of any 
trial of the aailing qualities of the Sappho, but mora especially so if the 
opponent were, what the world migbt conaider wortfiy to be lotted egakiac 
ber. I avail myaelf of thia opportunfejr to aeqoamt jon Ant it Iwt I luwa 
had the Ibrtune to try her on all pomta of aaOiag, and in nil w«alheni from 
light aire to itrong breeaea againit tbe Champion, and diat ahn liai 
acquitted benelf to admiration. . 

** The Sappho and Champion, both under orders to proceed to tlie 
southward irotn iU rruiula, weighed, and made sail together from the an- 
chorage at Spanish Point on ()ct()l)cr the 28th, at 10 a.m., the wind light, 
and thougti rather variable nearly dead ajjainst the water smooth as a 
miil-pofid. At 4-15 P.M., we came to in Murray's Anchorage, preceding 
the Champion one hour and a half ; but I merely state this by way of 
b^inning at the beginning, for although we had a decide advantage, the 
degrees was not easily ascertained, occasionally bearing up, or luffing, as 
we were obliged to do to avoid the coral reefs ; moreover I must in honour 
confess that we were favoured by a slant of wind. On the 80th| wea^Mi 
got under weigh, and after the pilots had left at half-paalaevea^ic., made 
sail, single reefed top-sails, top-gallant sails, and conrtei going from 6 to 
knots, wind firedi with a head sea, the Sappho i a mile on Champion's 
lee beam. At 1-30 we tacked, aft S*10 we ahortened aail and telegraphed 
to the Champion **aoknowledge yourself beaten," the anmer wae'teribly" 
aa mdeed it wai» we being 6 mflea dond in the wind'a eye of Im* . The 
gMral opinioB noMNig ny ollliere wna, tiMt tlie diitaiiee was from 7 in i 
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ttilN,lMliluittlwwiii^g|itbe no exaggeratkm I book«d il CniUiy die 
unad dnniig the time not haying varied i m point. 

" From the £8th, to the 7th instant, when we parted company about 
iSOOtniies I'rom Jamaica, m l were running with a fair wind, sometimes 
ripfht aft, occasionally drawing forward to the beam, but in fjeneral on the 
quarter, the Champion under whole top-»ail», royals, and studding saila 
alow, and aloft ; tfie Siipphii <renerally with a reef in her topsails, some- 
times haiiliiiLi alt the main slieet, hut except for a few hour's, wlwn from a 
divergence in the courses of the two vessels, the distance IietAveen tlunn liad 
considerably increased, we never s«t either royal or studding saila during 
the whole time we were together* 

" Before we ptrteclt the Commander of Champion having eome on 
board expremed hit aatoniehment at what he called the witch like pranka 
of the Sagiphok aometimes, laid lie» the Champione ihooght thej were keep- 
ingaway with in tolerahly well, when anddeoly wxthoot any a;ppatettt canae 
away the Sappho wonld ataf t ahead. What waa ao myateriona to him ad* 
mitted oiut eaay aolutioni it waa aimply tbia, I aoon aaw tbatoora waa ao 
decided a caae of auperiority that I eeaaed in a meaanre to have the aame 
intereat I had ISslt at atarting, and eooaequendy when the people were oc- 
eapied about any work which I did not like to interrupt, the aaila often re« 
matned ontrimmed in the partial ahifts of wind, until the work waa done 
en the decka about to be cleared before meala. 

"After the above statement, it may appear too like an anti-climax to 
say that I spared a teak built liner, Cornwallis, 13 sajk, beating or at 
least holding way with her, under topsails when she was crowded witii 
every stitch she could set before the wind. 

" It is now only for me to add, that I joined the Sappho unprejndioed, 
or if I had any bias it was rather againat, than in &vour of her, in aoftr 
that I expected to find her a fast vessel certainly, but also a most uneaay 
onc^ and one that would expend spars and tear her rigging to piceea, indeed 
Bp perauaded was I of thia, that I did not at first attempt to have a cot in 
ny caibin, fiMuring aa I exprened it to aome of my firienda at Flymonth 
that my bead would be pitched through die aft bulkhead and my feet 
through the fiire one. A cruiae m die Gulph of St* Itiawrenee baa loi^ 
ainca eenrinced meof the fidlacy of my original impieaaiona. No Teaeel 
can atiamher rigging leaa than abe, and if it be objected to her that ahe 
ia wet, .aa it baa been frequmitly done in my hearing, my anawer ia 
ahmya aamply this, if in a head aea or blowing half a gale of wind by 
cairyingapieaa of aail you drive a Tovel dirougb the green aeaa, aemeof 
tlie apray nmat find iia way en board, but redneeifae aa3, lay bertoi and 
ahe bowa and walka over the aeaa in the easieat and moat beantifiil etyle." 

li 
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From the ConiiAiiOBifc of tok Rovb& to the Covstbuctob. 

** U M.S. Rover, Perjuunbuco, 

** I write these lew lines to add mf testfaoony, if yoa dKHdd deem it 
worth heving, to the very superior qualities of the Rover over any ship 
I have ever served in. 

" I left England on ihe ISth of March, in a gale of wind, and had • 
succession of gales for 14 days, before I reached Madeira, dnnng wbiob 
time ahe proved herself partienlarlj easy and miMriiMi^ drp^ much |» 
my aatomshment, having hoard it Ibretold that I was never to expect a 
dry jaeket. The only thing ahe reqmres ia to he eased of head sal! m 
time ; she ilien beeoroea perfectly dryi and saflb the fittter ii>r it. Aa a 
proof tliat ahe ia noc a very nnaaif ahip, I have not carried away a Kipc* 
yam ainee I left Bnghndi and T have on acvend ooqmona canM mi» M 
try what she wonU do. 

** The stability of the ship is somethinj? quite extraordinary. About 
lO days since, vinder double-reefed topsails and top-gallant sails, close 
hauled, going 8 and Bi knots, I exercised fighting both sides with pow- 
der; the lee Lnins were not, for one moment, a matter of consideration, 
and it was not until the middle of the exercise thai 1 he§K^ to think what 
other Corvette could do this." 



From the CoMifAMDXR or tux Rovbr to the CoNSXKucTon* 

» 

**R.M.S. Rover, Valpanuio, 

** December 1^, 1MB, 

*' I have delayed giving you an accpunt of the Rover until I shoid^ 
have an opfifu Uinity of teiiing you how she behaved in doubling the **&r- 
famed Cape Horn." I can now do so with inlitutt; siitis&ction. 
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'"' ''l sailed from Rio on the 1 Uh <>1 October last, perfectly crammed 
vrit}) stores and provisions for the squadron. The storekeeper it Hio 
informed me that I find ^ot tuorr m than any other ship had ever taken 
before. Resides my *'\'''n tour muiulis provisions, I had 55 casks ot rum, 
as well as oatmeal, chocolate, and s( vernl small tlnntjrs stowed in the after 
hold. The fore and main holds tuli to the hatclies ; on the lower deck, 
oak planks, &-c., and on deck, spars, &c. In fact she was so deep, that 
looking at her in Rio Harbour, I fancied it would be impossible to keep a 
dfj jacket in her. She wag drawmg 14-6 forward, and 15-7i abaftt 

^ We went to tea, and froni witbia one week after our leaving Rio, 

to within one week of our arriving at this place, we had a succession of 
very heavy gales of wind, and at times a most treniendons head sea. For 
18 days, at different periods, we were under close-reefed main topsail 
and trysails, and for some days under topsails alone ; and I can safely 
say I ni;vcr was \n any i.hip so dry and easy; this is the opinion of every 
one on lioard. I liave often s( imi the watcli wallcing die weather gang- 
way, when the ship has been under this s ul, as unconcerned, as far as the 
fear of geftting a wet jacket from her shippino: water, as it we were on 
board a three iK eker. She did not ship one ma the wlioleof the pass;i?j;r. 
We carried our quarter boats, one n six-oared L'i?, nnd a canoe hoisted 
up astern ; neither of iliem were toiichetl. iiut what most surprised us 
was her weutherly qualities under that sail, for on no one occasion did 
she make a point and a half leeway. This was proved for several suc- 
cessive days by the reckonmg. I liad a long passatre, and only arrived 
here yesterday. Five days out of wliich T was at the Falkland Islands. 
A French Corvette sailed 14 days before me, and only arrived here six 
days ago. Most of the merchant ships have been 70 and 80 days ; they 
all say that they have experienced worse weather this summer off Cape 
Uom than they ever did before. So I trust Rover hat had a fiur trial." 



Fnm the Ciwiiaiidbr ov tbs Rovia to tke ComTBuexoa. 

*'H.M.S. Rover, Valparasio, 

"July 22nd, 1836. 

*' We have joat arrived here fron Rio de Janeiro, after an eKceedin^y 
boiileraiis paasage round Cape Horn in the depth of winter, and never 
waa I more delighted, and the wh<de of my oflSeera likewise with a vtsasei. 
Ve have tried her in all sorts of weather, from a cahn, with a heavy 
rolling sea, to as hard a gale as I ever witoaiaed, and worse seas, and noUy 
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has the bdwved. We ran thirteen knots and a half off Cape Horn with a 
jury maui topmast, having previously in a very hard gale off the Falk> 
lands found onr mainmast very badly sprung, which I attribute to the 
badness of the spar, it being cktse to a very ugly knot in the wood ; how« 
ever I am fishing it here and hope to make it as secure as ever* We 
have men on board who have been in the Rover since she was first com* 
missioned, and they say that they have never seen sMch weather, or the 
slup go much ined ; and tiie luore bhe is so the better wc all like her. 
In coming up the Coast off Cape Pillar under close reefed topsails and 
reefed courses, with a high sem on, we were going 7 and 8 knots. I 
ani sure one of the old 28-pun ships, to one of which I belonged to three 
years, would not have been going five, and making perhaps with that three 
points leeway ; whereas we were scarcely making half a point. Every 
body on board is delighted with her. 

"They cry out about your vessels not stowing anything. We 
have room at present over our tanks to stow another tier, by which we 
could carry tiO tons, instead oi io, her present quantity ; and we can with 
the greatest case take on board 9 months' provisfons of every sort, except 
bread in the bread room, and we can stow 6 months' of that in it and 
put tlie remaining quantity ia the after hold and spirit room in casks. 
Such is her non*stowage III 
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ADDITIONAL OFFICIAL AND OTU£R 
LETTBRS AND EXTRACTS. 



HJIS. QUEEN. 



trom the Captain of thb Qubsk. 

« H.M.S. Qneen, BIdia, 

"Joiie 17tb, 1842. 

Yon will be astonished to hear that I am in acting command of 
the QnecDf of which I am tnily proud, especially since her laat emiie^ 
when she proved herself eo very superior to all the rest of the squadron, 
even Vangoaid t we bed no vegahtt trial of sailing, hut in order of eeiiing, 
the comparatiTe quantity of canvass she is obliged to carry is a pvetty clear 
proof of what thipa ean do ; one cbing certain, which is, that as we light- 
ened we improved, wMdikads nie to think that if SO tonimore ballaat were 
takan out of her die would be even better ; we had a heavy gale during our 
cruise^ and you have no idea bow eaay abe is inboth pitehmg and rolling* 
She worha just, like the little Cohnnbine in moderate weather,! mean by 
that, her power of crawluv up to windward athwart the hawses of other 
ships by merely twisting the yards well 19 and treating her like a chiU 
with ber helm in point of ddicacy." 



^fom tAs ComiAimBa ov trb Vamivabd. 

'*H.M.S. Vanguard, Malta, 

"June 20tb, 1842. 

*' I know yon are at all limes pleased to bear of any thing apper- 
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tainingto the Vanguard, and in this instance I feci great pleasure not only 
instating Ijer continued superiority over all other ships, but to mention 
the very excellent qualities of another of the family, tin Qikmh, nulted 
in every respect equal to the favorite Vanguard, takin<; tli( relative djf- 
ferencc )uU> consideration between a vessel of two and three decks. I 
transcribe the answer given by Vangu.iid to Sir Edward Owen's order 
for the captains to report on their ditlierent ships, and also their opinion 
of the Queen. Althouc^h we had no regular trials, which we much regret, 
as there is still a looji liole for bigotted cavillers to escape from, still the 
moat prejudiced could not avoid seeini^ t!ie decided advantage of your 
ships; we were 15 days out with a variety of winds, from close reefed 
main topsail to calm ; in moderate breeses the Queen, sparing courses to 
Howe and Impregnable, a course to Cambridge and Calcutta, not so 
much to Thunderer, who was decidedly the best after those of your oon- , 
stmction ; ukd the stability of the Quaen, when occasionally under the same 
tail, apparent to the eye, (signal never made) being abovt coe-lialf that 
of the three-deckers and eighty-fours. I think 80 tons more ballast 
out of her would be of advantage. Queen and Vanguard stayed 
when others frequently missed ; Thunderer and Calcutta slack in that 
particular, indeed all the eighty-fours are* The admiral is delighted 
with the sailing, and all else appertaming to Vanguard, which he ftc- 
(|«aMly eoiprcsses; m going round under does reeled topnab and storm 
stafMflf he said 'if thogo^a remid Aia titte I ahall be ealiM widi 
her.* I traat the Vanguard may ever retain thejame she still holds, 
'llio HiHir of the Fleet thinks hb eMeUp raihor to bavehnproved tbm 
otbernrise, lodeed I have always eonsideiod this the finest two-deeked 
sliipl nver mm or heard ei^ k every ytrtenlar, aid fiuns iHuttI have 
stfenefdwQnnni,! hnvo deoWedly the a«Be efhrion off her ns n Aige* 
iloekedship* Ihopeyoudo not consider Aeeeofhiione too pesiiieofteai 
« one of my rank; hnt fS jeare connant eiaidoynMit makos one dunk he 
oMght to be enabled to fern a judgment* In tbia enrise, akhongh widn 
out set ithdski which X am eeovhieed your diipi would have diewn atiffll 
BMHWr I tnnst Goagnrtnlatff yen as ahnoat all dw old ofioert, and all the 
young ones, whatever might have been thmr prrrions prejudices to dw 
inaovations so boldly and suceessfiilly worked out by yourself, have said 
diat 'seeing is believing;* for the good of the service I beioiigto; I 
hope that such opi ni a M may emidnmw" 
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H.M.S. VANGUARD. 



A«M A— lEAi, Stm Cbamuu Paosv. 

" Ikllerophon, 

^ "September lath. 

"I feel much plearare in telltng you that Vanguard is in every respect 
nneh improved by the further reduction of ballast, and that her superi- 
ority upon all points of sailing, since we last left Plymouth, ha:> greatly 
distinguished her. 

** IfBeOerophon mid Pwabf oh ennqr be eoDiidered, asl bdievetfiej 
ftnrly may be above the average in aailiiig of onr ahipe of tbe line, 
I am pemiaded die Vaiigvafd will be fiMUid to be a eJiq)|Mr wbeievev ibe 
f/BCM amonipit olbeiB of die dati* 

" In abort, I am in admintkm of ber, and tboqgb BeUecopbon it 
not at ber beat, my friend, C|pCain Jadcaon, frankly admita Vapgnarda 
gfaat anperiority, 

'* Captain Bouverie inibrnw me ihe is sailing only 3 or 4 tncfaea by 
the atem ; certain it ia, ahe faaa never before displayed her good ^ualitaea 
ao mndi aa aince abe baa been in her present trim. 

" I am equally delighted with her very little brother the Pantaloon, 
who has been making poor ScyUa appear very low in the aode^ com* 
}Mirali«eiy. 

» 

*' I Iiave only a moment to write these few lines which I do with all 
my heart, first because they .ire true, and because they bestow my hum- 
ble meed of approbation, where it ia so justly due." 
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B.M^. VANGUABD. 



From the CoiacAin>BK or tbb Vaitouae^ 

" H.M.S. Vanguard, Malta, 

"October £8th, 18412. 

"Although arrived after a four months' pleasant trip to the Arabi* 
pelago^ CoMt of Syria, ^gypt, and Ionian Islands, still I wish Vanguard 
had been more with other ships to show her luperiority . I think she doe* 
better than ever ; at any rate, I shall be very satisfied if she keeps as she 
always has faring the four yean I have belonged to her. The Cambridge^ 
ft noted fittt Bailing shipi has been our oomjiMttiion during this tour, and in 
every instance, we have beat her in a most nndeniable way, and btgatled* 
as aH generaUy are lo their ships, the captain and officers of Cambridge 
(knowing the superior sailing of that ship^ when oa the South Amcricsn 
station) were more partienhtrly so, but there is not now a dissentient voice 
on board her, oi the great superiority shown by Vanguard, generally 
sparing mainsail or more, on a wind, and all stoddiiig sails, free, beatii^ 
her easy. We had no regular trials, Ibr the thing would have been absurd* 
but more than once have made all sail together at daylight and she has 
been scarcely visible Ihmi the deck at dusk, in a five or six knot breese s 
and in turning olT Smyrna, m the Narrows by St. Jfsmes* Castle, widi light 
wmds, Vaiignaid bsat through, when Cambridge was compelled to anchor, 
and warped tfaravilh, arriving at Vourla eighteen hours after us ; these 
things speak volumes in fitvonr of your ships. We weee a few honra in 
company with the Aigle, with light winds, she had no chance with us, 
and widi the Howe, coming from Corfu, we positively drifted down herc^ 
having the mtin-topsail frequently to the mast half the day/' 
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From iig* Cam AW ov «hb VAmvAiD. 

«H.M.S. Vanjrunrd, Malta, 
' • ■ January Je7th, 1837. 

** I have to thank yon for two letters received by the laat packet, 
dated Not. 18th and Deo. S9th; one of tibeae contahied that predooa 

document, Captain *« report of oor trial of eaOhig on the $9th of 

Oct., wUeh I haveriiownto RcTeral officern, and which haa surprised 
them not a litde. It baa aorprised me lese than it otharwiae might have 
done^ as I heard Sir C. Paget say that Captain * < - eakolates that If 
there had been no change of wind the adTantage of the Vanguard would 
have been next to nothing, or some tudi expression,— he, 'in ao exj^esaing 
himself purposely avoided, as it appeared to me, to express that that was 
his own opinion ; and as he had never eourted talking about the relative 
sailing of the ships, the conversation was not continued. I think I told 
you before that on that day to prevent any mistake about its bein<ir a chase 
to wirKl'.\ :ini, 1 en piirr ], \>y signal, whether it was so. and was answered 
in the affirmative. What business then had ihe lacuu^iant to be at one 
time hnll down on our lee bow ? I say tlie Inconstant only, though the 
Pique was in the same situation, owing to the captain's eai,'c>rness in taking 
the same direction as the Inconstant, with whom he wislu-d to try his 
ship, instead of hugging the wind without reference to her, except as to 
getting; to windward, which would I think have given him a more decided 
advantage. * ' 

AU that they say about the advaptage Hayca has gaiued by making 
tb0baU^hia8hipligbt«r,and by having succeeded at the expense of lighter 
fpxnt, m very clear and convindng* I can well conceive youra is a difil* 
cult and up bill t»A, but persevere, as you have hitherto done, undeterred 
by difflouUiea, and look £br that, which I do not doubt your having olti • ' 
aataly' ooatpkte aneeeea. **Magna est verikUt a pmaUbiV 

** I write now, though there is no immediate prospect of sending this 
letter, for I shall not send it by the Vernnn on account of the length of 
time she is likely to be on her passage, but I write becan«;e there is no 
knowing how soon I may be separated froni this noble ship, for the plan 
of whidt your country is, in my hamble opinion, deeply indebted to yon. 
I do not know who my succeaaor is to be^ but I hope he may be some 
one wfarnn you know and af^rove of, and who will do her Ivatice. You 
win be sorry to learn that we have had no opportunity of trying 
with the Vernon, smce we have been in the Mediterranean, oven 

Kk 
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with the Harlequin, wboM cap(da hu been under mj oiden on 
die little serrioe en whieh I baye been latdy employed^ I mean a trip to 
Tunit. She notready to sail for 4 or 5 hours after we left this place, 
and the Consul was not ready with his letters when we left Tmiis to return 
here. She seems a very fine vessel, and to be well commanded; but this 
ship seems to move most particularly well, 4 or 5 inches only by the stern, 
and drawing but little more than 23 feet, and I think you will be pleased 
to hear of tite cuiiiidence we liave in the siiip iii liaviiijr worked through 
the Narrows yesterday morning, the wind being at S.W. ur directly out 
of the harbour. We made four tacks; the first from the starboard tack just 
without the point Kicasoiri ; the third just within, and to w indward of that 
point; the fourth immediately under the outer Barracca, and if there had 
been any of the boats of the squadron in attendance on us, we should not 
have had to let go our anchor but have made fast to the buoy at once, just 
below St. Angelo Castle. T think tliis would liave puszled our friends in 
the Rodney, or I am greatly mistaken. 

" Looking over an old 1<^ book of mine, I found a reeord of the 
old Lancaster, to which I once belonged, whidi contrasts so remarkably 
with what ia the case in this ship» that I am anxious to mention it to you. 

'* The Lancaster had at one time a weigbt of baUas^ 261 tone of ' 
iron, and 231 of shingle» more than ono-third of die measured tonnage of 
that ship^ which was 1430. Thw ship baa now quite as mudi billaat as 
is necessary, and that is not quite one tbirty-seTenth part of her measured 
tonnage. I did not think it would be desirable to reduce the ballast be- 
low what she now has, though there could not be the least risk 
in sailing her without any, and in such ease ibe would be^ not only 
not as crank as many oAer ships, but not crank at sB. Redndng the 
quantity of bsllast, was one of the methods I had recourse to» in order to 
improve the old W. Castle's sailing. I reduced her ballast from 180 to 
1 10 tons, and am satisfied that every ton taken out of her made hera bet- 
ter ship. I would ihaL it may be my lot to try (iiu- ol' your three-deckers, 
the Victoria, one of these days, if you do not do so yourself. 

" With reftience to what I have written above, about the Lancaster, 
had she had no more ballast than a due proportion to what is in this ship, 
she would only have had 39 tons ; on the other hand, had this ship a due 
proportion to what was in the Lancaster, she would have had on board 
396 tons* 
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'*It would do you good to lee <Im tbip now die niMla sre Taking 
ftirly Md evenly with eoeh other, and at modi, or very nearly as much 
at fpo eottid wiah ; the poop lowered a ftw inches, «id ft fbr pamt and 
other matters of that Idnd, getting on ai we eonld wiih ; hut above all the 

ship's moving would delight you*** 



From the Captain of the Asia* 

«*HJf.8. Aria, off Malta, 

"Ittly aid, 1137. 

" Our trials have been few and short for want of steady brepzes, for 
as soon as the ships spread, one or other luai'os signal "lost the ])n ( ze." 
I consider Asia to be more v?eatherly than Rodney, and am contident of 
beating her on a wind. Vanguard admits of no compeUtion, I never saw 
anything like ber/ 
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Report of the rate qf saHing of H.M. Shipt Vernon, Portland, and 

£iuijfiiuaiL 

From Caitain Elliott to the Commakder-in-Chief, 

" 13th March, 1836. 

"At 9. 20. A.M. Vernon, Portland, and Endymion made sail to try 
rate of sailing, per signal, Irciii breezes, wind N.E., course S.S.W., Re- 
venge going nine knots. 



At noon the Venion wm 10 milet ahead of the sqnadroii, 5 miiea 
ahead of the Portland, and 6 nulea ahead of the EndymioD. 

*' 15tb March.— At 7. 15. a.h. the squadron made sail to try rate of 
sailing; modeiate wealhert windN, by E. conrse W. by N., rate of Revenge, 
5 knots 4 fathoms. At 2 hore to per ftignal, at this time the Ver- 
non was ahead of the Revenge 14 miles, Canopus 12 milea, Thunderer 
114 miles, Bndymion 11^ miles and Portland II4 miles. 

** 16th Mareh. — At 8 a.ic. Portland, Vernon and Endymion made sail 
nnder double-reefed topsails, courses and top-gallant sails, on a trind, wind 
west, a finesi) breese. At noon Portland bore from Revenge, W.N.W. 
distance 7 miles, and Vernon bore from Revenge, N.W. W. 11 mSes, 
Endymion sprung her bowsprit, consequently shortened sail. 

" It appears to me on the different days of trial, that die Vernon beat 
the Portland off the wind, nearly two miles an hour, and on a wind one 
and a half mile an hour; that the Portland beat the Endymion about a 
quarter of a mile an hour, both on and off the wind. 
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From Captaiit Mohtaoob to lAe CoiufAV]>CE*tir>CBiBV. 

Malabar, at sea, 

"March 14th, 1835. 

'*Ia reference tQ your telegrifihfe ovdar of the Idtid iiurtaaty 4eiinng 
the fleet to obterve, end report on the oemparative eupaiority of die 
ship* named in the maigii), Portlmnd, Vemoo, Thunderer and findyuion, 
whidi were that day ordered to try dieir rate of aailiiig, I beg to atate, that 
in the opinion of myself and offieersy the Vernon had a decided siiperi- 
ority ; next, while ahe earned sail, it appeared to oa» that the Thunderer 
had the adyantagei die Pordaiid diird; hut ae the Thunderer and Endy- 
mion did not carry an equal press of sail with the Vernon and Portland, it 
is not possible to say wliere they might have been placed, bad they done 
so. I must condttde this report by observing, that our position and the 
liasiBesB ef the weather* were much against our forming aa aeenrate 
ju^^msnt." 



From Captain BaowN to the CoMVAMDE&-iK-Cuur* . 

** H.M.S. CUedonta, Salamis, 

** March IStb, 1885. 

**ln obedience to your genera! signal, made on tlie morning of die 
9th instant, at 9-15, directing the Captains of ihu ships of the squadron to 
give their opinion in writing, of the comparative rates of sailing, of 
H.M. Siiips, Portland and Vernon, I bei? to state that at 9-15 a.m. 
when the signal was made, the wind was about S.W. blowing strong and 
squally, and the s(piadron under double-reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 
courses, jib and spanker; the Island of St. Georges de Arbara, bearing 
South, about seven or eight miles ; these two ships were then on the Cale- 
donia's weather beam, bearing S.S.W. about three miles, under single- 
reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, courses, jib and spsnker ; the Portland 
appanndy half * nule to windward of the other, tb^ rapidly inoreased 
their distance from us a head, the Portland at first seemed to hold her way 
with Vernon, but in about half an hour, the Vernon headed her and wea- 
thered. At about 10-80, they taclced together to the S S.E, and on their 
crossing the squadron on die opposite tack, it was dear the Vernon had 
the advantage, but their distances was such, as to preclude the possibility 
of my judging to what extent, when die Pordand sprung her fiire topmast, 
which put an end to furdier trial.** 
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From CAFriiir Robbetb to the Commamdbr^iv-Chrv. 

" H.M.S. Endymion, at sea, 

March 9th, 1835. 

" In compliance whb your directions by signal, at 9*25 Hum forenooo, 
to observe particularly the raatiltof triak betircen i3m fiigatea, and to 
give A written opinion of Uieni, I beg to lay before you tbe t eault of my 
obeerration. 

** 9-25, Caledonia hearings. E.jE. wind S.W., Vernon S^E., Colum- 
bine S. and Portland S.iW. At 10 a.m. Vt rnon boreS.^W. and abreast 
of Portland, but to leeward of her, Columbine S.iW. and Portland soutli 
westerly. At 11, Vernon bore S. by W, westerly, Cnhimbine S by W, and 
Portland S.^E. At 11-20 the Endymion tacked, which in a short time 
drew the three to £Hr aft, that a further result could not be obtained. 

" When Vernon and Portbmd got on die aame taek with EndymioBy 
standing towatdt St. George's Island, the Vernon oridently weadiend oo 
Portland, but did not appear to head her much. 

"At 12 o'clock Vernon kept away, when she lieaded the Portland 
considerably, soon after, some accident befell the Portland, when she 
bore up ; the Vernon continued her coarse round tbe IsUnd." 



From Caftain Roberts, to the Commander-in-Chief. 

" U.M.S. Endymion, off Malta, 

"March 18 th, 1835. 

" In obedience to signal, at 9-40, on the ISA insian^ to try Endy* 
nrion's rate of sailing with tbe other frigates and to give an opinion there- 
on, I an to state diattbe E^dymion*s and Pordand's sailhug was so nearly 
alik^ that when the mgjotl of recall was made at 1*15, we were about 
91 cables* length from each other, Portland in lihe advance one cable's 
length, at this time Vernon was three miles a head. 

" The trial on the 14th, I could not venture to give an opinioQ upon, 
the wind was so very light and variable, that sometioMa one ship had the 
advantage, and sometimes another. 

"The trial on the liili was most conclusive as to (he .siiperionty of 
the Vernon over all other ships ; tbe signal to try rate of saiHnn;, was 
made at 7-30, and when the signal to heave too waj> thrown out at 1-50, 
the Vernon wan hull down a head, 7^ miles : the Endymion and Portland 
were abeam of each other, the former forereacbing on the latter. 
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'*T1ie tnd on die 16th blowing a ftctb breeM willi tono awtOr die 
EndyiDum fi»e*reMbed od Yenum and Povtland, partienburlj at the wind 
and Ma niereaaed, but they wtatbered eontiderably ; my obaervatioB oa 
that occasion led me to tfamk that the only chance Endyraion could ever 
have of holding her own wMi die Vchmmi would be in a donUe-ieefed 
topsail breeze and a head sea. I must hcfe obaerre diat on the scTeral 
trials that took place, Vernon and Portland had a reef out of their sails 
more tlian Endyniion ; Endymion's masts (the establishment) not being 
au)'iiiing like bLuui enough to bear her sails with all tlie reefs out." 



From, Castum Prigs to the CoMiiANi>J(&-iK-cuiS£. a 

H.M.S. Portland, Salamis, 

« 10th March, 1885. 

" I have the honour to acquaint you that yesterday, in compliance 
with your signal to try rate of sailing with Vernon and Columbine, at 9.- 
S5, A.M., wind W.S.W., course about N.W. Portland made sail on lar- 
board tack under courses, single-reefed tc^peails, top-gallant sails, jib, in- 
ner jib, and spanker, the Vemon with corresponding sail then bore N.W. 
i W. to leeward, about two cables' length ; Columbine bore N. IE. on 
die lee bow, distant about H mile. At 10-40 the Vernon seemed to lay 
up to windward, nesrly a point more than Portland, and gradually fi»re« 
reached on us until she bore W. byN. | of a mile dead to windward, on wea- 
dier bow of Portlandi as per diagram. Columbine then bearing N. ^ E. 
U mile on onr lee beam. At 10-50 Vemon bore W. by S. to windward, 
Colttmbine still on die lee beam. At 1 1 Vemon bore due W., Columbine 
on Portland'a lee bean nearly two mEee, obaerved her tack and stand for 
the iontfa point of St. Oeofge*e Island; ll-SO, Vemon and Portland 
tacked, Vemon then due west on weather bow, dutant about | of a mile, 
Colmnbine bore 8.E. | E. to leeward, Pordand carried away her jib 
halliards and took in her mizen top-gallant sail. Set the jib. At 1 1-50, 
Vemon bore W.S.W I W. on Portland's weather quarter about 1 mQe. 
At 1£, the carpenter on the cap reported the fore-topmast split and open 
from the heel to the cap, lowered fore-topsail, hauled down jib and wore. 
Veraon kept on and rounded St. George's Island. Columbine not seen, 
fitom being the odier side of the Island.*' 

" Portland's rate of sailing during trial was from 9 to 9-2 and 10 
knots in the squalls, her heel over (per pendulum) was 7 to 10, and 11 
and \% in squalls. Vernon's heel over (per signal) was 6* and Colum- 
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8**; oo rmakaig fat Stlamit nfc 4*50 pwm. Pbitlind had all rcefb out, 

eourses, topsails, top-gallant sails, ro^Filt, all jibs, top-gallant staysails, and 

spanker set. Vernon boreN.E. by N. i N. to fteu aid with, single-reefed 

topsails, top-g illaiu sails, royals, top-gail.int studding sails, uW ;il>s and 

spanker. ColuinLiae horc S. E, by S. astern, with fore-yani cMnmlawa^, 

Ai 5-3, Vornon hore E and nt 0-50 Portland sliortcned sail and reefed 

topsails, Vernon then bore north riyht aliead, carryinjr on courses, top- 

s.iils, top-gallant fjails. jih, and spankrr. I further beg to remark that on 

leaving Vourla, the Portland's draught ofwat^r wai forward, 18 feet 9 

inches, af^, 19ft. 10 in. and on removing six guns from a medium of 

60 feet abaft to JO feet before the centre of the shi{» motion, her draught 

of water was forward, 18 ft. 10 in. aft, 19 ft, 0 in. which I consider to 
♦ 

be her best trim for sailing." 



Firom tkg Captaih of the Yemou, 

" First criuxe, at Sea. 

" We have had another ran on a wind, and beat Castor more than we 

did the tlay you were on board, and we carried a reef out more than any 
of the squadron. The following day we had a run before the wind, which 
was liglit, goui',^ ajx i we beat Castor in the day's run, they say a mile and ;i 
half; however, they are now quite cowed, and say ' wliy wlui expected 
otilet w)^e. I iiiled twenty tons in the forehold and tind ber all the 
better fur it." 



F^nm ike Captaiii ov chb Vxikmok. 

"First eruise, Sunday, at Sea. 

**Siooeyou left us we have had another trial on a wind with Castor; 
wc carried a reef out more than her, and beat her still more tlian we did 
the day you left ua ; as for Stag, she was shamefiiUy beaten by Castor. 

We have had a run before tbe wind, and again beat Castor, which 
I did not expect} in both these triala* Gaalor had the advantage of the 
start ; they are quite oowed. Yesterday tfie ship quite astonished me^ 
Sir Pulteney was accompanying the squadron ; Vernon wore like a joUy- 
boat, I never was in so bandy a ship. Water-witch has left us, dhe was 
with us the day we tried Castor on a wind. On shaking our reefr out 
we got bothered, and the earing of the main top-gallant sail gave waty» 
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wUeb guvo-tlw Wilch moA Mk» thrftdvuilaeis bat we were recoverin<r 
cor left gcouDd fmt wkeh the Witch hftiikd her oonvan ttp, and quiued 
Qs that day/' 



Fmm tit Cavtaih ot ths Vxurov. 

**H.M.S. Vernon, Norili St a, 

••November 22nd. 

'* As you koow the French admiral has hoisted his flag in a Urge 
frigate, I met them the other day, the admiral and his four fVigates. At a 
quarter before two they were five miles and a half in tbe wind's eye of 
us, carrying aingle-ree(ed topsails and top-gallant sails, water smooth ; I 
then made sail, and at twenty minotea after lour fetdied to windward of 
all of them, one of them, their best sailers, the Ariane ; she was laimehed 
aioee Vernon. 

We have had another run with Castor, and appear to beat her 
more than before." 



From fiM Cavtjjii ot vhb Virkov. 

** Tuesday, II, a.m. North Sea, Dutch Coast: 

Vernon i% indeed all you could wish. The Frenchmen were, as 
most people are, surprised, and our sailing has astonished them. Wo 
spared them two reefs, royals, and studding sails, and then went from 
them. Vernon's bandiness has quite surprised the pilots ; we wore rather 
jammed at weighing, but she was as handy as a cutter. They all say we 
are too long-legged for the Duteh coast in winter ; we must only look out 
diarp. I think there will be some slashing work when tbe dark nights 
oomeod. Yesterday it blow very bard and Castor was struck with 
ll^tmqg \ hsf trnwim mast wns atrvek, bat no great damage done." 



Fttm tkt CAFXAnt ot not Vimiioir. 

"H.M.S. Vernon, at se<i, 

"August 8th, lSd4. 

** Yon will perhaps leooDect that we sailed hi the President Ibr Halt- 
fia» fton Spidiead, on the f9th May, and after a sumay passage,-«o 

LI 
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amved then on tlie lH July* The A^minl mm net Iheit^ ittt had 
ofden fiir me to join him at Bermndat where I Ibuild hian nn the 
Jnly, with his Bag on board Vemoa. On die 17tfa we changed aUpe, I 
never had been on board Vernon until dien, and I never waa more aa- 
toni^ed in my life, to eee the difference between die two ahqpa* OndiefSid 
July, I lailed agetn fiw Spidiead, where leacpeetto arrive to-momw, 
which will be a very quick paaa^ge. The Vernon ie a splendid dup^ eaib 
and worha like « joUy boa^ and I do not finur but she will be made to 
answor yonr meat nangwine expeetadont as well as my own ; I have 
no doubts about it, and nothing shall be wantiftg en my part to aceoniplish 
the object we have in view. 

'* As a proof of her beiog an easy ship, the master took an 
asimuth at the time she was going 11 knots 6 fathoms, a circnm* 
stance never heard of before, and every way I have tried her, she 
is easy to a degree, and the only way that she has not been tried, is upon 
a wind in a head sea, and even there, I have no fear she is the finest ship 
in the world*" 



From an Officer of the Ve&noh. 

"H.M.S. Vernon, Malta, 

*' January 6th, IBM. 

•'We arrived here on the Srd all well, but unfortunately the packet 
came out ijI Port the same day, so that I fear you will not receive this 
tbi soiiio time. Alu r sailing Irom the Downs tlie secomi time, we beat 
down Channel with niotlerale weatiier until off the Li/anl, wlitm we en- 
countered a heavy <xa]e from S.W,, but we stuck to it uinler reef courses 
and topsails for 24 hours, when it moderated and caine to N.W., from 
thus to calm, and then a fine breeze from N.E. carried us through the 
Bay and to Gibraltar, which we passed on the seventh day after having 
the Lizard. We have been three weeks all but two days on our passage 
from thence to Malta, having experienced nothing but foul winds and 
ealms ; I do not think I ever made a more tedious passage. We are now 
completing provisions and stores and proceed to join the admiral in a day 
or two; we hear that ha isatSosyma, but that ^eemfi very uncertain 
and I suppose we shall have a wild goose chase after Imn* Every one 
seems delighted with the ship ; when we are *below you can hardly tell 
which tadk she is on, and the breeses we have been in dearly shows mt 
the fsllaoy of the numberless reporla we hear about her » we hare been 
going lOioMMaon a wiad against • vary heavy hand iea, and Anas what 
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I biverfmrd I wbi qvUt attonMud to And her pilch to peHbctl^ easy 
! ami dry ; in going aerott ihm Biy fhe was going in under teeble-recf Htp' 

I mH ftod emifoee mMt iStM wM abatm, and die lareli^ imidier Middtiily 

or heaTily ; io ^rt, m fiur as I am able to judge, I Uiink her to be the 

most peribot imiii*of*irM Id the navy.*' 



Frtm the CAriAiir of the Vebnok. 

"IIJI.6. VenMMii Malta, 

April Sih. 1885. 

** Yesterday when at the admirnl's office tho sorretary was ^ood 
enough to shew me Sir Josias Rowley's ot1i< ial letter tliat goes home to 
the Admiralty, with the reports of the different captains of Uie squadron, 
respecting the comparative sailing of the Vernon with the other ships that 
were selected to make trials with her. I can with truth assure you that 
the admiral, who at first rather appeared to think th.it there was nothing 
▼try extraordinary in the sailing of the Vernon, but, now diat he hat 
•een her in every situation oo her trials, baa become a perfbct oon- 
Terti and tbioka no ship in the navy will or can sail with her. There are 
Iburteen reports that go with this packet, and all I believe very favour- 
able. I hope that Captain Symonda may get hold of them and puhlish 
them to the world, so that every unpartial roan may see how he and hia 
ships have been calumniated by a set of slanderers, who have neither 
honor nor principle in them. I shall, as far as lies in my power, while I 
command her, give her fair play, and by io doing I wyi fear nothing afloat 
either here or elsewhere, and I trust that fimn this Indnbitable and in- 
controvertable evidence those pmons who have hitherto been inimieal 
to Symon^ wjU themselves become converts and see the eetl of tiieir 
former ways, and repent. 

"I beg leave to add that the letter I wrote to you along witli the 
copies of my reports go in the admiral's bag." 



Frmn an O^ificEE of H.M.S. Vbrnon. 

These triais afe I snppose the most axtneirdioary instances of fast 
aaiUng that have ever beeif seeonled ; thoao oa the 9th and 15di March 
are truly astonishing. It it BOt neraly th^ ftst sailing of diis wonderful 
wftmm of oaval arahiiaetuek that is the adnuration of all who have wit- 
B S f a ad harpsglbfaMaaai, but aba the gzaea and aaaa wenwilhcho aoowi' 
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plisheti such noble feats ; while her bjiiidfloaie appeamnoe as a ahip-of 
war» her eapabilities of stowage and Hcoomamdation, her great stability and 
invalnable property of working off a lee shore» &c. are not among the 
lesstconsiderationt with naotieal men* Tbns on the 9th and 15tfa of Maidi» 
after displaying her decided superiority over Portland on a wind* 
(which ship has hitherto been OAiistdered one of our best frigates) 
causing her to spring her fore-topmast, from her pitching and hein<; 
over-pressed ; then after rounding the island of St. George, running down 
to Colnmbine shortening mil, &c., she under much less sail than either 
the Portland or the Fleet, over-tsltes the former in tmo hown and « half, 
distance 10 miles, and the latter in three hours and a heUf,^SUmtel4 enlev, 
and to conclude the scene, comes through a heavy squall which reduced 
the fleet to double- reef topsails, llie Vernon with single-reefs and top- 
gallant sails inciiamg only 6 degrees. 

*'Oo the 15th, ,the nearest shi^ in 64 hours* trial, was 10 miles 
astern, ami the admural, by hb own wwpnnti ftl miles; thus, had the 
trial continued until sunset, every ship would have been fiurly out of 
sight. These are ihcts whidi no one can dispute, and although the Ver- 
non has not ultimately been so successftd with Barham in light winds and 
smooth water, as might have been antidpated, omug to having greater 
weight of stores and provisions on board than Barham, she has most unques- 
' tiouably proved herself to be a far superior ship under every other circum- 
stance. The head sea so long and so much complained of by other offi- 
cers, tve find no detriment to her sailing; with ease she meets the uplifted 
wave and scornfully shoulders it aw.iy, while her opponent is fain to fol- 
low in tlie train of her more powerful autagonui. ' 



From Captain — • to the CoMSTnucroa ov raa Vaniiov. 

** I have seen Sir T. Hardy, and all so &r is welL I assure you 
1 am so much rejoiced at the idea of treading the deck of the Vernon fiir 
a few months, that it is diflBcult for you to conceive. 

" I trust when decided on, that I may be allowed to coHiperate with 
you in die manner of leading the running rigging on deckt as diis is of 
the fir«t consideration, when you reflect that it is necessary w« should 
have nothing to undo, so when her bitts »re abont to be put in hiVp will 
yon allow me to make some arrangements in the shears ibr leading, aa I 
hope to break ground wiA my people knowing their places, that we nay 
work well from the firsti'* 
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From tke CAPTAnr.ov tju Vsutoir. 

"H.M.S. Vernon, at Sea, 

"September 17, 1832. 

In compliance with yonr directions to report to you my opiDum of 
the qualities of H.M.S. Vernon under mj command. 1 have to state that 
she stows infinitely better and more than I had anticipated ; she stands 
.well up to her sail, better than any Tessel I evei saw, and is the easiest 
ship I ever was at sea in, against a heavy head sea; she sometimes pitched 
deep, but so very easy that not a rope yarn could be strained ; she rolls 
perfecdy rasy in working. She is the handiest ship T ever was in, and in 
wearing she quite surpassed my most sangmne expectations. Take the 
ship altogether 1 think her quite perfection. 

"Tlu'reare some minor tiimfjs in the fitting, that in my opinion, 
might and ought to be altered, such as her magazine, which is too con- 
fined, and requires some alteration, and had she two guns less on the 
quarter deck and forecastle, I think it would hnprove her. 

" The gun carriages onboUi decks would bear lowering three inflhes> 
and by so doing wonld take weight off the upper works and make the 
guns more handy. As a roadster, we have had no experience. 

'* I shall forbear making any observations as to her sailing qualities, 
you having witnessed her superiority.'* 



From LttUTiHAHT ojr trb VanNOK. 

'*The Vernoii, that you vnuat see ao mueh about in the papers, has 
aflquitied hendf in gbrioua style; I never thoaghtship building could. bo 
brought to sttch perfeetion; we can fight eidier side, let it blow as hard 
as it likes, and as to sailing, we astonish flia whole fleet, wUch-webeatin 

prime style, always leaving the fitstest of tbmn six or seven mUeaastam kt. 

six hours. The Caledonia, that we thou^t railed very; fairly whco with 
the fleet, we runout of sight in seven hours on any point." 



From the Mastbk ov thb Vsnnoir. 

**H.Bf.Si Vernon, Malia, 

April 6th, 1835. 

** Kaowing you feel • Uvely interest in every thiiq; eonntetod wMb Ad 
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naval seiriee, I thought yon would like to know bow Yenion MifttA 
with the fleet in tbia quaiter, and I thbk I eannot do better than gho 
you extracts from the log on the ■everal trials we have had, vis. — 

" On the dth of February, our first trial took place with the following 
ships, Caledonia, Canopus, Thunderer, Edinboigb, Revenge, Malabar, 
findymion, Tribune, and Cbildera aloop. 

*' At 8. 40, A.M. made all possible sail, per signal, wind right aft, and 
started from our station, the last ship in the starboard -line, and about 2 
miles astern of the flag, and one mile ,i^,ti i ti of I liinuk rer. At noon, 
Caledonia 7 miles astern, Thunderer 4 ; the latter buin^ a long way ahead 
of the rest, of the squ.idron. At 4, p.m. sliorrencd sail, per signal, Thun- 
derer 7 or 8 miles astern ; or, beat ber about one mile an hour. 

" 10th of Feb. 8, 40, a.m. signal to try rate of sailing, steering E.S.E. 
with a firm quarterly breeze from S. W. ilmnderer 2 miles ahead, Ver- 
non last ship, going from 10 to 12 kuots, 4-20, signal to close admiral. 
Thunderer and Canopus 7 or 8 miles astern, Caledonia 10, Revenge S or 
9, Malabar 13, Edinburgh 12, Endymion 12, Tribune 9 or 10, Childera 
sloop lower yards down. 

" 11 th of Feb. oflf Cerigo, with a strong breeze close hauled ; shortly, 
after admiral made signal to try rate of sailing, the M.ilabar cnrricd away 
iier bobstay, and signal was luadt to bear up aiul run to the northward of 
Cerigo, which >ve all very much regretttd, lor jt was just the pouit of sail- 
ing the Vernon would have shewn herself, and convinced every one that 
she could do her work in a head sea and beat them all. 

Fab. tlmwind BiLE. ateering to K.B. clan hauled, going 
inai 9 to 6 knota. S*4/0 onr aigaal to pass to leeward of Bac^Fmbn, the 
last ship in the ke Kne ; ran to leeward of her at 9, fleet in diase ; in 
half an hour passed to windward of Endymion, and in one hour passed 
the Thunderer, the headmost ship of the weather line. At 4, p.m. signal 
to close admiral ; Childers 3 miles astern ; Tribune 6 ; Endymion 8 ; 
Thundeier i) ; the admiral and the rcstoi the squadron mdiiitinctly visible 
astern; the wind during this trial .va^ light and wavering, from S.E. to 
E S.E. Anchored at Vourla on the 14th, and on our passage back had 
the following trials with Portlund and one of the Vernon family, C jkun- 
bine ; the Tribime and Qiilders left at Smyrna ; the rest of the tieet as 
before. 
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to cl0te. Ma tlMl^d* Pfltiliiid Ufa nile onowr vMtW beam, Gi4iiai> 
* bine a^vl iIm imm diMa*ee onow l<« bMni» Bad|riiiioiid«GlinBd tryiana 
wind ftcih from S.W. with a ■hort Ma oa, daae hauled, goiqg from d to 
10 knote under eingle-reeled uqpeeile, top-gallant eaibi jib Mid diiver* 
At 10 erowed imder the PoiUand's bornn dead to windward of her; eig« 
nil from the admiral to paaa 10 windward of 8t. Geoige a laland, roend- 
ivig itto the aoiithward, and join him at Sahiiia Bay* * ll*dO« taeked, 
finding we could waadier die laland, than about one mile and a half dead 
to windward of Portland. The bng bad taeked before^ with the nten- 
tienof paaaingraiud (he leeward aide of the laknd»finduigV«rBondrept • 
her. 19-15, Portland madengnal, "her fore*ii^BAaat was sprung,'* and bore 
up to join the admiral, without going r<Mmd St. George's Island. 18-40, 
romided the Island and hauled up to the northward ; observed Colnm- 
bine to leeward, with fore-yards gone in the slings, shortened sail and ' 
spoke her ; made sail again, standing to the northward, observed Port< 
land under all sail. 2-.50, passed the Portland. At 4, passed the admiral, 
I'onlaud two miles and a hall astern; anchored at Salanis the same time 
as Canopus, tlie headmost slup of the ilcct, to the surprise of the lleet, 
notwithstanding we lost hall an hour's run, by not tacking sooner off St. 
George's Island, for whvn we tacked to go round it, we had to keep away 
one point and a half from tht wind I'his would have been a proud day 
for Captain SymoiLds, bad he witnessed it, for the Portland ia deci- 
dedly a clipper of her class. 

** Idtb, Wind right aft, blowing freah with a abort aea on, and as 
mudi sail aa we could carry, top-gallant-aaila, aingle-reefed topaub, two 
fbie lower atudding aaila, ateering S.S.E. for the aouth end of Cerigo. 
Wind N*N.W* Portland and Endymion on onr atarboard beam, bearing 
N.W* by N. the former half a milf , the latter one mile ; Thunderer about 
one eable'a length on our larboerd beam. 9, atarted, 11-45 aplit bodk 
mun-topmaa^ atudding sails. In ill atodding aaila* 



jProm an Officek of the Vernon. 

«<H.M.&V«nioo, Malta, 

** April OA, 1M5. 

"You asked me to give you a true and impartial account of the Ver- 
non, I do it free from all prejudicf* or bia§ : I think I had better tell you 
what we have done since we leti the Duwns. The first time we started, 
we had a ver;^ strong heating wind with a head aea, 'we had beat up jpast 



biyiiizea by GoOglc 



280 U.M.8. VERNON. 

DongeneMi wben, it conring urn to Hem a gale, and dw mnow pafeagi 
between this and the French Coast, tke Captain deterariaed to bear up 
for the Downs* We ? emained here enotlier day, wben h having m eomt 
degree moderated, we again got nnder weigh; we had a furj atroag 
beating wind wi^ a head tea for three daje ; whalerer double may havtt 
been entertained before thie of h«r qnalitiea when blowing hard and a head 
sea, (firom the ftlae aisertiona made in aome of the papers, by aone pi«» 
jndioed or interested people,) they are now entireSy done away widi. 
They lay she is a very wet and uneasy ship ; I say she is not ; she wele 
• her forecastle a little when it blows freuh I allow, but what ships, espe* 
cially fast sailing ships, do not; then, as for her being uneas), she cer- 
tainly pitches rather deep, but so very easy that one can scarceJy feel it. 
Alter we got clear of the Channel, we had no^l nu; f>*it iiglii coiiLraiy 
winds most of ilie way to Malta, in consequence oi \\ liu li, we were from 
December 3rd, to January 8rd going out. When \\c arrived at Malta, 
we found that the fleet was at Vonrla ; we were to have sailed to 
join them, but the Childers having arrived, witli the news of the 
fleet being on their passage down, we remained lit rt for tin in ; they ar- 
rived on the 18th January, after they received pratique; we were visited 
by most of the officers, ami much admired. The Thunderer beat the 
whole of the fleet conning down, (Columbine excepted,) and trom what 
they had read of the Vernon, expected to trest her in the same manner. 
Although we said bat little, we were very sanguine of success^andwidied 
mnch for an early opportunity of deciding it. It took place sooner than 
we expected, by the arrival of the Tribune, from Smyrna, with the news 
that the Sultan had thought proper to behead about 250 of his loving 
salgeetiHand that our ambassador requested the fleet's presence at Voarla 
as aoon as possible ; accordingly all the fleet sailed on the Stli February, 
on the 9th, about 9 a.m. the signal was made *■ try rate of sailing,*' the 
wind nearly aft, and a 7 knot bceese; in one honr, from being the stem* 
most ship of the Une, we were ahead of the whole of them, and in seven 
lionra mn, we beat the Caledonia 13 miles* Bnt the next day we beat 
them more, it was a good ftesh breeae with the wind abeam, or a little 
before iu After a mn of seven boom and twenty mimitea, we beat the 
Caledonia 15 milee, Thanderer d, Cenopoe 8, Beveage lOi, Malabar 18^ 
Endynrion IS, Tribune 10|, Childen 16, Bdmburgh 1JB| miles ; besides 
which, we are the 8tiflS»t, and can ovtcany the whole of them. This I 
thmk is as mndi aa can be aapected fiom one of Symonda'a ''fidbmt/* 

We had a trial on a win4 the next day, but It was a vary l%ht 
wind, we forereached and weathered on the whole of them. In light 
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viadi^ wkm 1imM» ChiUen ti mm to-tlit VanMm, lNiiMiloniiii«iel|r 

WIm im Mrivtd lit Voiiriiy tto AdaM^ evify OM mIuki^ 
«iipiniril7» Ai mrytbiBg ta^Mlatd qvict at Ccwatantnitpltt tb« flaet 
1^ mlglMa fran VmwIs Bay, oaaMtjag oi iha CaladcNWi, Hwaderer, 
Bdintattgb, Oaaopn, B«ms«. IfdUte, Vatnoo, Mjnpfan* PortUad. ' 
Gdaadaaa aad Ma4«a* On <ba 9th, at aiiw o*«lDafc« wa van aidertd 
ta doia with ih« Fottlaad aad GolumbiM. At tbe PorUaod being 
Wf aaaila ia tka iriiid'a eya aCaa, awi CoMbina ImIC a aula oa oat laa 
iHaim tfia Mgaal wm Mda tofCry nta af lafli^ attd Vam ta vndwaid 
maad St. George's Ula&l, (wUob tiaa abaai 16 biUm io wbidmA) aod 
than alata with tiia adninl. la 49 miaulM m aroMedttlia Boftliiad's 
howa, oar tifflaa y wag Irithb go yardt of bar flyiag jib^haoa^ Atll* 
80, wliaa wa^Mkad ta faaa to milwavd o£Sl Gtorge'« Ivlaadc wa iwia 
oaa olik and a faahar, right in Aa viad'a aya of har c w MMdd but just 
oarry single-ree&d topaalls and top-gaUaat MOa, Vid W0 ivare gpiog* a 
gtctt part of the time, ten and three>quarter miles an hour, within five 
points of the wind. At 10 minutes before 12, the admiral bore upv and 
made signal for the fieet lo aaclior in the Day of Salamis as soon as con- 
venient. At 12-10, P.M. the I'urtlaiul luadti signal tliat slie had sinuag 
iier tore-topmast, aiul bore up; the Columbine havint? cirruil her lore- 
yard away, bore up aUo. At 1:^-30, we bore up roumi Su George'a Is- 
land, having passed to windward of it; we experienced some very heavy 
squalls, so tliat I am not surprised at Columhtiie ;jari vmt^ her fore yard 
away, or Portland sprinL'infr her fore-topmast. Although ulien we bore 
np, most of the shijis were' six, L'li^ht ami tea iiult's ahead, passetl t!ie 
wliole of them, and anchored the second Jship in Salaiviis liay, two mimite^ 
aftt r tlie Canopus, The Portland sail?? rpmnrkably well for one of the 
old class of ship?, in fart, if none ot (Japtain Synionds's ships were up 
here, she would be the crack sliip ol the station. In stronjr breezes, we. 
beat the Columbine, but we have had no opp ortunity to try lu r in light 
winds, neither shall we for sohie time, Sot she is to go to Malta without 
* th» fleets Synands's " Bathing Machines" never proved their superiority . 
laant irtiTjiagaiilif ■h'pT, so much as when running into Salamis ; avery^ 
heavy a^oail cana on, which oblifadaU the other ships to uke in their tope 
gallant sails, aad oiost of them to lovrar their topsails and reef thea^ 
iilrfia tiia Vernoo and Columbine carried single-taefeil topsails and tap> 
giUant sails right du-^agh it. Now for our ttowage, whkk k a very 
great qualification in a man of war ; we stow six months' provisions under 
batches easily, nine moaikt' Mm in the spirit room, eight handwd bagi af 

baaad ia tha teaad roan; and tNo bandsad aad fi% thiaa tons of walar. 

Mm 
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Can the opponents of ilie surveyor name any other fritrate in the senrice 
that can do this ? No, they cannot, and yet with ^11 these well-known 
fects, they have the atidacity to assert, week after week, that wearealotal 
failure, without being able to brinrr forward a single fact to sub&tantiate 
it. It may be that Captain Symonds's ships cost more in building than 
other ships of the same classy because they are so much larger; but does 
not the comfort and health of the officers aad ship's company counter- 
balance this, for it stands to reason, the less people are crowded ina shipf 
tite more comlbrtable and healthy they must be. Wc saded from Salamis 
at one in the rnorninjj;, on rhe 1.1th for Malta, having received pratiqw 
the day previous, there were only the six line-of-battle ships, and Vernon, 
Portland and Kndyrnion ; after we all got out of the Bay, the signal was 
made, "try rate of sailmg," with Thunderer, Portiaml and Endymion, a 
strong breexe right aiit ; but in consequence of trimming ship, in hopes of 
sailing better, we only beat, in a four hours ma, the PocthMl aid Body^ 
nuMi thne niilM»aad Thuidflrar milau 



** On the lid), at 6-45 a.if. a. general signal was made, try rate eC 
sailing," we were then nbreeit of the admiral, with Endymion a little eo 
die bow, Portland oo the quarter, and all tlie lineoof>battle shipt m eioeo 
order when we started ; it was a fine day, the wind before the beam ani 
a arren or eagbi knot bveeia for us ; after a ran of seven hours, the aif* 
na! was audo to hecve to," we were then ahouft tmlvo mika ahead o# 
the Fordand, Endynuon, Thendwer and CSenojpoit the noMdnder of the 
iqaadroD were acnrady vkifale aitem* If tra had faeea aDoveid to nn 
on half an boor longer, we should have been out of sigMd diitince, Cmt it 
TTSi with dillnnlly ire midi it nnt thrn ilthnegh ril tU hredmn^ tUpe 
fopenledit. It is hnpotetbie to eay eeeniaidly, heir mneh w heeaeeA 
■hip, hot I en eey hmr much eneh ebip wee bdow din harieoni aAee n 
rnn of eeveii homva ee eeen ftoui onv tefiiafl s CSele4dnie«liendnf tooeeile 
jeefcTinUei Mdnber, half tofnaib domi ; Peedend, waAm mum ite 
halldeini; Bndywimi, fbotofeonme and Wash t TiM iailiiiii , h all dnnni 
Revenge^ lanvryeide down; €en ap Me» hull do^fn;- a n d Mn li ii ighlewee 
yeidadown. Had I not eeen due wyeeif I shwddhafe thonghtitehaeit 
impotoiUe Ibr one ehip^ in aneh a eteedy hmeae^ to heain vhela fteU 
■aSBngsgnadiw eaeh an iwMBwnef dietanee^ meoehaKalhae; hnftlean 
easily aoeonat fiar our bealfay then eo nmeh mnM to dqr ihin. tenerly, 
for befeie thie» we have had guns aft fton finmaidt and the waldi under 
the helf deeh, bat day everything renianed an ite proper place, aa 
Gaptan Synmide iniandad it riwiild, atai hefanedie trin of tfaie efaip. 
I nMSt he» beef witneM to the leir and heaenrable manner in which the 
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aHmtral has acted in the late trials ; to day he made all the ships heave-to 
togeilier, Luid 8cnt the Revenge ahead to measure the distance between 
each ship; and all the captains are to sind tlioir writ t en opinions of the 
trials to the admirHl, Although wt only had a seven hour's run, we 
were lylng-to more than four hours before ihe Admiral came up witii us, 
so that it took the greater part of the fleet eleven hours to run over the 
same ground that we did in seven liours. On tlie Itith of March at 8-20 
K M the signai was made ibr frif!;at{!S " to try rate of sailing," we were <>n 
a wind with a fresh breeze from the westward, the Endymion being, 
vv}ien we started, a quarter of a mile on the weather bow, and Portland 
three quarters of a mile on the weaker beam ; Endymion and Vernon had 
aingle-reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ; Portland all reefs out of her 
tofiaafls and top-gallant avU; at 8-50, the Endyoioa was a cable'g lengdi 
Mlern. At 9, Portland was a cable's length in our wake. At 11, Endy- 
wmk ahMTtened sail, and made signal that ibo had spiung liar bowsprit, 
die was then three milaa and a half on oor lea beam, at the same 
time the Portland took a reef in her topMilt. At we tackedf 
per signal, and pasaad iktm mUm and Hum quarters to windward of 
FoftlMdt aai thm kom to dUm ^ adnM, to by llua vbl five hoiura 
wm kait OMof owfiMlMt itilbig fi%BtM£Mir nOeiaadllifM qnartan 
dead ta windwnd. After annaat it canga on to Worn vary fteilit and a 

n«i kopt abioait of «m1i odiar oil n%ht, on die weather beem of the 
aihnielt bat we afnied dWia w >'ed'b»tde ahipa eomreeai and Ptedand 



^'Aadia wind lasted dD Che nM>mipg, we wwe Tery sudoofl to try 
igBB with Perdeod, diem being ahead aea and Ueerii^ held, as aenie of 
than itail drink d»t dm Pofdand will held a tog wtdine on diia point of 
aadieg^ But at S o'oioek dm admbal aode die «gnal Ant Potdond and 
Venen (Bndyndon htiUng ipraqg her bowsprit, n»do the beet of - her 
way to Malta), to mn doern 7 nriiee toleewaid of hhiH and then beet mp 
tonnretation; hntjnrtaa wohenledonnwind, itftD veryl^t, ao dnit 
when we got in onr tiatiaB, wehad oaly beatber thMe-qaavtersof a mile 
t»wiiidwnrd: bat I shtrald think our sparing her a foreaail all night, was 
quite BOffident proof that we could beat her on diis point of sailing, as 
well as all others. 

" On the 18th ot March, at :i 10. a.m. the Vernon and Portland 
were ordered to try rate of sading, and make Malta, we were al)reast of 
the admural when we started ; at 20 mmutcs past ^ la the aiterooon, we 
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were clr>st' to tlie liarbonr'i* moiiili, the Forilaiul was tlien 9 milcR astern, 
fhe Malabar ota ot sight, and the remainder half topsails down. We 
could have been in harbour before 4 o'clock in the afternoon, but in con- 
sequence of having to wait for the squadron .Tnd take our turn, we did 
not get in before noon the next day. The admiral expresses hifiiself 
highly pleased with the Vernon, and says he could not have believed, un- 
less he had seen it himself, that one man couid build ships io far superior 
to all others in every point, as Captain Symbnds* ships evidently are to 
all the old class of vessels. All the captains have sent in their written 
opinions of the Vernon, which, with the admiraVs, will be forward«d to 
the Admiralty; Enough of the ship, for I am afraid Ibat I am getting 
tlmome; the reasbn that I have ventured to be so verf MpHeit Is, that 
I know yott take a deep interest in this ship, owing to so many ci a u laf t ' 
dictory reports being s|)re2id about her. I lilce this station very nrarii, 
•s you always said I should, and this is the atiip I would sooMT Mmigtb, 
than Bay otlier m the tetrke, aMioi^h ahe li ■uch a ' dangeroos ' vmmI. 
You must hm |M»re4iTed tlitt I am iMeome n regvlar Symoiidiaii { a* 
miisceveiy mi]^n^iicedp«nmib«tlntlMMMrf^ I 
afaoidd like ftr yoa-to take a eniiJe ii^M, yim mM be qaiifl jMfjMeS 
with iif ; tbe oDly oljectioii to im ii» 4mI It wpeSXk m panmi fdf any «dKff 



"February 6th, 1835. 

Yod aiy yon with to Immt tte Um muoman of oat ttU with the 
Baclnm ; wdl, I aii|ipo8e I mutt tell jw, alAM^Ii Itii MMkf agnart my 
iodinatimi, for it la.ao dillereiit from om triab with tka Pottlani* fte. 
We have had a gteatnmny triaia off Malta»diO RovaogaaeiiDgaa wopnei 
hot they have ail piored to WMaMu^ry, that Captaia BUIott dodmed' 
giviiig his opfaiimi as to wbieh ship 4w#sd the anpeiioriiy ; db adsttial 
did the same, so that the reports fitom each ship are sot to ilia Admissky 
for diair dedsioo. Of aoonok as tim mapiw dariioes giving hia opinmw 
the Admiialiy will not lain upmi tlfsmaelw to do it» so thai dl baia nasi 
he withdrawik We wsn so osaBdettt of liaalitiig tfia Pai'ham wlMi wa 
.left Malta, that in consequence of their having boasted thai ihey baatvs 
off Zante, we offered to ti^e any bets on the approaching trials to the 
amount of £200 ; only one bet was however accepted, which was a qow- 
lerly bill between the pursers ui the Burhani and Vernon^ and which ii» 
not yet settled. 
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** In Kgirt Windi irith Mvyik set, the B«ritaai beat tbo Vernon, b« 
ia fresh breeses the Vernon beets the Berhim. Tfa* Vemon cmi enny 
eefl hmger than the Barbam» and is a much easier ship in a sea* You wHl 
naturany say if this is the case, how can there be any doubt as to which 
is the superior ship f Nearly all the time we were out light winds pre- 
vailed, BO that the miy ority of trials were in the Barham's &vour } althongh 
the siiperior*point wa* In our Unrour* B«t it ia dl atair talkuy about the 
Barham beating the- VeMM« ; let-tho Vernon be in the same trim as she 
was when die iMibd wfth the Fsrdand, and die 'Barham will not do a bit 
move with her than thai ship did ; indeedJ wouU bet my escistenee, thst 
in flresb breeies on a wind, the Portland will beat the Bartmm ; for the* 
moit^e were on a wind with the Barham, (and then we were beating lier) 
was 94 knots ; whereas, when we tri< d with the Portland, under tlie.same 
sail, we were going lOi. The grcatcsr ju oof of our being ouf;of trim, is 
thai now we only beat the Revenge half a mile m the shihl' tiiiic LliaL we 
used to beat her 10 or 12 miles. The Revenge has certainly improved in 
h^r sailing, but nut near to that extent. However we have at last arrived 
at what some ojili' a[>pearto consider the height of pcrfeclion, a dry 
forecastle. Dliicc take a dry forecastle I say; let her slip through tlie 
water as she once did, the admiration and wonder of all who beheld her, 
and she may » et the lower deck for all 1 care, or I believe any one else 
inside of her, expect the mate of the lower deck, • • * • But our 
tame is now so firmly cstaldisbrd tliat it is not a thing of this kind will 
shake it in a hurry. Captain Symonds said, wlicn he heard of these trials, 
that he did not care a pin about it, for he was quite convinced that if his 
ships were handled as well as his opponents, they would always beat 
them." 



The fottotgmg HaUmeiU ms pMisktd the Captaih and OrriOBBS ^ 
H.M.S. VsKKoir, m r^fiUation ^fh$faiu report* that had ftssn even* 
hUed to lAe prejudiee ijf tkU Mp 

«*THB VERNON FRIGATE." 

"The officers of the Vernon having observed that various erroneous 
statements have gone abroad respecting her qualities, consider it a duty 
that they owe their country, to disabuse the public mind of the prejudices 
thereby created ; they, therefore, beg leave to state, that after nearly three 
yeaia* trial of that magnificient ahip, they consider her a ptijket maupof- 
war, in every respect» affitrdit^ ample foom to stow her provisions, berth 



1 
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her crew, and fight her guns, under b1\ cirenmitaiwct; besidtt being a 
nmirkably fiwfc-Miliiig and easy ihip. 

"Let ai^y unprej mlii:c J person examine her stand in -2; rigging (now 
in Sheeruesii dock-yard) that has been over her mast-heads for nearly 
five years, and judge for themselves. 

''In xetpeet lo ber ezpensMt they aaiert widioiit the Ibar of eniii»* 
diettoot that tbey have bacn lata dniiiy thia oonuniaafam tfian tbote of anf 
ahtp of bar daaa on thoMcdltenanean atadoii } anddiay bope thatovcfj 
lover of bk country, and fisaid to tbe wooden wiUa of OU HSnghnil, 
will join Aem in wishing to aee many aaob ahipa in H.M* iervioo; tboro 
will tben .be no diflkid^in briqgim an enenqr'a fleet to aetioBb in tbe 
cventofawar. 



JoHv M'Kbius, Oaptaui 
CoiaoH^EKDMy Fiiat Lieut. 
Bniiuvn Wiuom, Second Lieut 
Pxm DvTHT, Third Lieut 
h P* Davkt, Fourth Lieut. 
E. O. B. Napub» Fifth Lieut. 
M. Bkadsbaw, Master 



RoasuT DuHCJUf, Sen. Mate 

Wk. Momais, Mate 

T. MAMVOt Mate 

A. J. Cuans, fiiate 

Jamss Stxbi, Mi|le 

J. H. Caiuio, Mate 

R. HuLTSv, Second Mfatei 

* * 
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From AdMULAL i to the CQHtiKUCXOfU 

**BelkviqpliOB, TipoatA Sound, 

**0eto1ier ISA. 

"Itnter into your feelinfjR with all my heart and soul respecting 
Pique. I do sincerely Jament, tluit anylliitig sliould have detered you 
from having had dealt out to you, the same justice and fair play that have 
been so properly observed towards Haye«, and you ought, therefore, 
(especially after the mortifying and various mishaps which befell Pique 
whilst she was last in commission, to have commanded her yourself for 
the fr$t cruize, in company witii Inoooataot, or to have bad a captain in ber 
who would bona fide hawt earriMl your wiaboa inio exeoution. 

*' I botrtily lament you are not on your iMminotHMi in the command of 
Piqae— for the time being. All I can do under the dremnelnees I aball 

be placed in, is, to see fair play, and in exacting this, I shall not fiul to 
express how deeply I think the captain is bouiid in justice to you to am* 
firm strictly to your wishes. 

"Wo tn riding ont eone thundering galee oD well/' 



JFVwn tit CAVTAfir ot m Ptavi to Stm T. Habdt. 

"I have written a fitU «adt i hojpOf n ftir account to Symonds of 
PS^ue'a pei&nnaBMs during her cruise widi Castor and Ringdove. Wo 
commenoe^ fion 15 to 17 inches by the stern, and gradually inefeased to 
S fee^ by pumping out of fore-hold, getting eig^t fi>cemoet guns aft, ahot 
caees» 4^. end il altered end impioved the very nature of thfi ahip. 

'* We began by Castor having the best of it, but we turned the tables 
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B.M.8. PIQUB. 



ui aoon as ne got to 9 feet ; latterly we had a great superiority over tier 

in a heavy head sea, blowing strong, and I must say Pique is the mo»t 
magnifident ship in a gale of wirid 1 i vor saw ; in h'ght winds she has no 

superiority, simply because she spreatls no canvas in proportion to her 
bulk, but against a heavy sea blowing hard, she can 6i«other all the old 
style ships. Our l)t'st trim, with 4 months, is about -J. inzi *S uichti, 
increasing the difference as she lightens bodily, 32 iron-winged up in the 
after hold • coal hold ought to be abreast the main hatchway, ma.fazine 
forward, main and mizen masts well aft, ahmit 2\ c]et2;rees. Riiijilove 
beat Castor every day, blowing hard, or in moderate weather ; slie is tlie 
best brig T have over seen. Syinonds's vessels are Iskp cutters; bring 
them to anythmg like an even keel and tliey bury themselves, but in trim 
there is nothing like them, they have every good quality. 

" We have expended very bad weather during the kit two mondie, 
and blockaded tbe Caator m Santander eleven days befinre ahe could get out, 
oiri^gtothebeaYjaeaaetting inoQtbecoaatf I intand to leave fit tone 
of baUaat ; Pique ought to cairy 4th ralea maata ; she can bury all thoaa 
fiiQliib'i»f-gnn ^pa. 



IFVom ike Captain ov tbi Piqvb to ike ComTRVcxoB* 

♦ 

^MMB> Vwifm, Portnoooatlu . 

October 18th, 1895. 



" Your beautiful ahip haa had the hardeat thumping that ever was 
stood by wood and iron ; a atroi^ cnrreitf swept us in on the shore off 
Labrador, in the Belle-isle passage, and we laid on the rocks beating our 
souls out for \Qk mortal hours ; luckily her masts stood and everything 
else but the fore-foot and keel, which will be found wanting ; three daya 
after we left the land we lost oor mdder, the pintles of which vtuat have 
been broken by the rocks, and we steered her home by 15 fathoms cable. 
The rudder you sent a deacripCiovof did not answer in a heatry aeit nefr* 
ther did the Pakenham rudder ; we found nolhhig like Ae natn and cMaa 
jack braces, twice only,bkiwiiy bard irilh ahewfy aiea,did the get out of e«r 
bandsb when we hove her to wMi her head the wrong way, and I know of 
no other abipthatt weiildhaTe Hood aneh n wnni^. 

" We are all weU on board, and understand the art of pum|^n^." 
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From the Captain or tuk Piaus to Utc Consteuctob. 

Art( r tin obstinacy and perverseness I have shown on the subject 
of trim, I now confess, in justice to yourself, that 14 in. by the stern has 
turned out to be our be«:t sailing trim, with the masts standing according 
to your plan, in smooth water. In the <i) >t tiials off the wind, Inconstant 
had the advantage ; we carried one turn three .s;it)]:ps wcathfr helm, wind 
one point free. The second day a heavy N.VV. sweil on our lee quarter, 
wind quarterly, made the iliip steer badly, and I damaged myself by try- 
ing to improve, (shifting guns and weights). The third trial, Oct. 27th, 
wind nearly aft;, water sDaooA, we cleared her 1800 yards in four hours. 

00 the 29tb, owing to a smash of spars the day before, when we com- 
nenced by out-carrying Inconstant ; the admiral tried us with double- 
reefed topsails and top*gaUaot sails, when we could easily have carried 
another reef ; the consequence of this was, a slight advantage in favour of 
Inconstant, and I made it worse by running two main deck guns forward, 
during the last hour. On die 0Ut, Inconstant and Pique started together. 
Vanguard and Pantaloon on onr weather beam, a fine breexe, top-galUmt 
aails over aingle-ree&d topsails, against a short chop of a sea; for the 
first two honrs Vanguard wallced away from all, but the water smoothing 
down as we approached the land, we first disposed of Inconstsnt SOOO 
yards on our lee beam by 1 o'clock, die Vanguard then a mile on our 
weather beam, we luffed up for her and crossed her lee bow and went 
away ahead and to wmdward, having quite as good of it as the Pantaloon ; 
trim computed, £0 feet 6 inches aft, 19ft. 4in. forward, 2 aft quarter deck 
guns at the entrance port, 2 cabin main deck guns abreast fi>re bitts, ham* 
mocks with 4 shot in each hanging up, ship's company in lower deck be- 
tween steerage and fore-hatchway. Now the'ship %htens I have them 
all as safe as the Bank ; Inconstant is very hti off the wind, but neither 
she nor Pique (in her present trim) can beat the Vanguard agwnst a head 
sea, whatever capers we may cut over her in smooth water ; we have botli 
die same fault, a broad bow to stop us in a sea way. I have seen this 
ship occasionally perform such brilliant things at her present trim, and 
with her masts aft and dft. by the stem, that I must form diis condusion, 
' we have not yet arrived at her best,' some intermediate trim must be 
found to answer. With respect to trimming a ship daring the time of trial, 

1 discover nothing but that the very act of moving any great weight de- 
stroys her sailing at the time ; in short I know nothing, and of course can 
make no farther experiment till I hear from you, except lightening the 
ship from the two extremes and hoisting lu one of uiy c^uat ter boats." 

Nn 
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H.M.8. FiaUfi. 



From Cavtaik Box«». 

" Queboc, 
"March 2arU, 1S4J. 

'* I was delighted to see by the last Mail, Lockyer'e report of Albioiw 
and my report of Pique pubb'shed, if you bave any other doeonents of 
nine Utait would atrengtben diat report, I hope tiiey «3I be publiahed 
a]ao; Ibr Hia reaUy absmeftil to aee the aevnriktiia sttaciu diat we nmde 
on your fine ^pa. The buildePa report at Chatham, after all the worii 
Pique had done while under my oommand, woidd be n strong doatanent ; 
but you have many others equally ao as toher qnalificatiooa, whieb if Ifaey 
haddayligbt, would be of great serrioe} I diereforehopetheymaynotbe 
kept back, for the time is now eome to make a stand against a party who 
have been, for yeart, publialimg nothing bat falsahooda. 

*' 1 (lu not give up the chance of having in hand one ol your fine 90- 
gun ships, for nothing should keep me in this Ipog shore appointment if 
war was declared with any other power. 

**I quite agree with you about Dover Harbourt and should have 
made the same protest as you have done, had t been one of the com- 
mittee ; from a knowledge of the movement of the diiiiglei wUdi most 
not be stopped, if it is, it wiH fill the new Harbour, iadependent of the 
aedfaoent of mudfiwmthe old ; — and you are quite right about the anchorage, 
for notliing can be worse. I gave this subject much consideration while 
residing at Dover. Have you seen the report of the committee on Dover 
Harbour? if not, you can get it at that phice ; Smeasjii s report, which la 
published in the report, treats it better than any other 1 have s«en." 
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H.M.S. CLEOPATRA. 



From an OfriciR oi the Clbofatra. 

"H.M.S. Cleopatra, Little Noiei 

" October «9th, 1835. 

■ "Itie with eincere and heartfelt pleasure that I iDfiorm yott how 
mnch I am delighted with Cleopatra ; the tula very fast, works well, and 
is in every respect an easy oomfortable good ship. Iter going on shore 
hfs given me great pain ; however, it is a consolation to think it will prova 
to die world how well your ships take the ground. To the hestof my judg- 
ment the Cleopatra never struck on any part hut her keel, at the time heel- 
ing about diree stresks, and striking very heavy for about twelve hours, out 
of tibe six and twenty whidi she was on shore; sdU she appears to have 
received little or no damage. 

** It is my opinion that had she been a vessel of the old eoostniction, 
she must have struck on her bilge, which part being considerably 
weaker than her keel, would have made her getting off a doubtful cise \ 
allowing that she was not bilged, it would still require a greater power 
to heave a vessel off, grounding on her bilge and keel at the same timet 

** On the 25th of October, under double-reefed topsails, courses, 
jib, and first-reefed driver, close hauled, she astonished us all b^ going 
elev£n knots clean off the reel; a thing I had often heard talked of, but 
always doubted until I saw the Cleopatra do it the other day ; since which, 
we have had a very heavy gali of wind, in fact, the heaviest i have ever 
seen on the coast of England, during the whole of which time she called 
forth the admiration of all hands, she was so i^asy, dr^, and well behaved} 
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even those who wore not inclinod to unve her all the credit she really de- 
servetl, were ohli;;( il to express thi ir ap}>robation of her splendid behaviour 
during the whole ^ale ; in confirmation of which, she did not strained a 
fiin»Tle rope, or a l)it of lier rig^jing chafe ; the harder it blows, the 
easier she appears to be, compared with other ships I have been in. 

"Tarn most sincerely oblifred to yon for getting me with Captain 
. During the short time I have had the happiness of sailing with 



him, we have been placed in several very diilicult situations, and believe 
me when I assure you that his cool, determined, officer and seanum-like 
conduct has endeared him to all on board ihe Cleopatra." 



• 

4 



Ul 



yiiizea by GoOgI< 



I 



H.III.S. DIDO, 



AioM ik§ Caraot ov thb Dido. 

*• ILM.S. Dido. Mftlta, 

*'Mftreh SUt, 1887. 

'-'We arriTed here a few days liooe, after a rapid paitage to Gibral- 
tar. from diMieewe proceeded along the eoudt eoaat of Spain from Malaga 
to Barcelona ; while at Malaga, we encountered at aochor in the outer 
roada at that plaee» a Levanter, quite as fiiriona as the one which caused 
H.M.S* Tyne to break her bottom nearly out, and tfie Oreetes to cut 
away her masts in the mole. I arrived there one fine morning, and had . 
to supply H.M.S. Harlequin with provisions in the mole, and as the 
Governor of the Town was to dine that day with her captain, I was induced 
to atop to meet him, but the sea got up so suddenly, that I left before the 
cloth was removed, and was nearly swamped going over the bsr, but suc« 
ceeded in getting on board. When I got on board it was suggested by one 
of the officers that we should go to the mole, as die ship would not wea- 
ther die shoals ; my reply was, that I would ride out the gsle where the 
diip was, as long as the csble would hold, and then I would try to beat 
out under storm sails and reefed courses, with topmasts struck, and 
instantly ordered the topmasts down, jib boom in, storm sails bent and 
sheets aft, courses reefed, let go a second anchor, and veered 170 fathoms 
of chain cable. I'or two days she rode over a sea the most frightful 1 have 
ever witnessed at anchor, but the Dido is a most |iertect roadster, or she 
could not have lived through such a sea. I would liave tried her at 
once under canvas to boat out, if I could have depended ou the crew, but 
they were all young hands, and had not yet settled in their places. The 
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last of S.E. gale it idivayi the worst, and die last two hours of the gale 1 
was repeatedly applied to, to ran for the mole to save onr lives. The 
agony I suffered in refusing I cannot Ascribe. I have now the satisfiietioo 
of knowing that I was right, as two coasting schooners went all to boards 
by striking on the bar at the entrance of the mole. The Pembroke, 74, 
drove from her anchors at Gibraltar during the same gale, struck the 
rocks and knocked part of her false keel off, and has sailed for England 
to be docked. 
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Frmn the Couiiaiidea ov tbb Pandora. 

** We arrived here a week Binoe, 26 days (mm Halifax, having hid 
to contend against a N.B. wind 15 days. • My outwai^ passage of the 
same number, pleased all the people there, and as ft was Pandora's first 
appearance, she was visited by all classes, and gained the admiration of 
all. I have now tried h«r ra all points and in all weadien, and I repeat 
my thorough conviction that she is the safest vessel I ever sailed in ; al» 
thou^ in coming home, on the outer edge of the Gulf Stream, we en- 
countered a very heavy gale from die westward, running before it 10 or 
11 knots, under double-reefed topsails and foresail, with a cross sea 
running in very heavy broken rollers ; of course the dead lights, and all 
necessai) i)rcc;iutniH liad been used. At J o clock I went down to din- 
ner, quite satistied tiiat with connnon attention, we were doin^ well. In 
a lew minutes after, I should think, from having allowed her to broach to, 
a heavy roller broke in our starboard quarter, and washed away the 
binnacle, stove the dingy in on deck, rejiuumg, into sinall pieces, and two 
or three Iiammock's stantioas damaged, the officer of the watch, and the man 
at tiie lieim, received severe contusions, and one man had an aiui broken ; 
not a drop of water went below, and before I could get on deck, it liad all 
disa|>]>cared, being only ankle deep ; this did not deter us iroin still run- 
ning, and 1 afterwards proved that this accident must have been from 
neglect. The gale certainly was not one of a couunon description. A very 
large ship we passed appeared to be su£l*ering, and one we passed the 
day before was dismasted. 

'* Colond Brottgh, of the Artillery, die only passenger on board, has 
written back to Halifia, mnch in praise of Pandora. This gale has now 
proved to me her excellent qualities on all pcnnts, and her tailing as- 
tonishes me the more I see it; in coming in here we worked from the Lands' 
End, round the Lixard, to Fdmonlb in, 14 hours, against a very strong 
wind and sea, when no other vessel could get round. A Swedish fri- 
gate and a round stern 20-gun French brig, we left out ot sight in six 
hours, on our passage.'* 
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